
Date 10.6.13 The Book of John was written (John 20:30-31) that YOU 
might believe that Jesus is the Messiah. Who is the “YOU” 
to whom John is writing?

Perhaps those who !at-out rejected Jesus
More likely, believers who were wavering in their faith
Particularly those like John describes in 12:42-43:  
“…many even among the leaders believed in him. But 
because of the Pharisees they would not openly ac-
knowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of 
the synagogue for they loved human praise more than 
praise from God.”

John 12:44-50

John 12:44-50 Sums up the main themes of Jesus’ ministry:

#1 The initiative has not been his own— Why is this important?

In order to follow God, you MUST follow Jesus

The Jews’ (and anyone else’s) rejection of Jesus should be seen as a rejection, not just of Jesus, but a rejec-
tion of God himself

John 3:36: “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God’s wrath remains on them.”

Conclusion of Point #1:

For the Jews, or anyone else, to embrace God without embracing Jesus, is to embrace a man-made system that 
has no power, no guidance, and no protection from the wrath of God

#2 To believe in Jesus is to believe in the Father and to come into the light

Imagery of “light”= guidance and goodness & integrity

Conclusion of Point #2:

Jesus calls us to walk with direction, depending on the Word of God for our values, morals, and wisdom

#3 God passes judgment upon people according to their response to Jesus

Romans 3:20: “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, 
through the law we become conscious of our sin.

1 Thessalonians 1:10: “…his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath.”

John’s Plea

If you truly are a follower of God, then you will plainly see that Jesus the Son was sent by God the Father and 
you will put your trust in him

Those who believe in Jesus will come into the light—they will see the direction they must go and they will 
leave the darkness of sin and self-righteousness

Those who trust in Jesus will escape the coming wrath of God because Jesus was sent to rescue us


