
 
 

  

Is there really a big difference between religions?  Aren’t we all 
traveling in the same direction just on different roads?  If you 
asked this question to the average person on the street they 
would probably say as long as a person is sincere then the 
substance of what they believe doesn’t really matter.  Is that 
true?  If Jesus’ were here what would He say?  How about the 
Pharisee’s in Jesus’ day?  Would they say that the beliefs of the 
Jews and the teaching of Jesus were not the issue, just the 
sincerity of one’s heart?  No way.  Today, we will see the vast 
difference between “religion” that we will define as working for 
God’s approval through any means of personal effort and a 
“relationship” that works because of God’s approval through 
faith in the merits of Jesus, the Christ, the very Son of God.   

  
 
Title: What’s the difference between a religion and a relationship?   
 
 
I.  The wrong way – v.1 
 
 1. “Children of God” (5:1-20, 9:16) 
 
 
 2. Offspring of Abraham (8:39) 
 
 
 3. Disciples of Moses  (John 9:28) 
 
 
 
II. The right way – vv.2-5 
  
 1. Devotion to Jesus 
 
 
 2. Identity in Jesus 
 
 
 3. A life lead by Jesus 
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 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
does not enter the sheepfold by 
the door but climbs in by another 
way, that man is a thief and a 
robber. 2 But he who enters by the 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3 To him the gatekeeper opens. 
The sheep hear his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. 5 A 
stranger they will not follow, but 
they will flee from him, for they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6 
This figure of speech Jesus used 
with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to 
them.  
 
  
 
 

John 10:1-6 

Missed a message?  Listen online at 
www.forGodsfame.org 

 

Spreading the fame of God through 
making disciples of Jesus Christ 


