
 
 

  

It has been said that freedom is never free.  It would seem that just as 
many have forgotten that truth as a Nation so too we have forgotten it in 
the church. Early in the 1940’s there was growing and sincere desire to 
see people come to Jesus Christ through large evangelistic crusades and 
massive outreaches in the wake of WW2.  With large building and 
advancing technology, the ability to reach huge crowds in one setting 
was exciting.  However, upon closer examination, many of the converts 
coming forward at the “crusades” never actually ended up in churches 
and becoming reproducing disciples of Jesus Christ.  Often when this 
imbalance was pointed out it was met with hostility that proposing any 
type of “works” would be adding to the Gospel.  After all, it was said, 
salvation occurs in one’s heart and “only God can see the heart.” In the 
end, it seems we have added more “make-believers” to church roles and 
the Gospel had eroded in its regenerating distinctive because to be a 

Christian one never need to display evidence of being changed by it.  The church began to experience a type of spiritual 
apoplexy unable to address the fundamental ability of the true Gospel to be both joyfully free and yet exceedingly costly.     
 
 
Title:  The Price of Freedom 
 
I. What Jesus Offers – vv.31-32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. What Self-Righteous People Reject – v.33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Why Self-Righteous People are Wrong – vv.34-38 
 
 1. You are a sinner 
 
 2. You were born a sinner 
 
 3. I am the only way you can be set free from your sin 
 
 4. You have put your hope in the wrong place 
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 So Jesus said to the Jews who had 
believed him, “If you abide in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”  
 
33 They answered him, “We are 
offspring of Abraham and have never 
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that 
you say, ‘You will become free’?”  
 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, everyone who practices sin 
is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not 
remain in the house forever; the son 
remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I 
know that you are offspring of 
Abraham; yet you seek to kill me 
because my word finds no place in you. 
38 I speak of what I have seen with my 
Father, and you do what you have 
heard from your father.”  
 
  
 
 

John 8:31-38 
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making disciples of Jesus Christ 
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