
 
 

  

Over the next few months in our study we will see a shift from mere 
reservation and hesitation about Jesus to outright opposition to Jesus. 
This transition can be seen in the life of a man we will introduce to you 
today.  It is through the healing of this man that the first volley of 
controversy regarding the Sabbath will erupt and soon the very identity 
of Jesus will take center stage.  Even though Jesus displays His deity (ch. 
6) many of his disciples abandon him (see 6:66).  Soon, after Jesus is being 
charged with being possessed by a demon, the authorities try to arrest 
him (7:30), but are unable to (7:45–52). Throughout this rising tempest, 
Jesus progressively reveals himself to be the obedient Son of God (5:19); 
the true manna that alone can give life to the world (6:51); the one who 
alone can provide the thirst-quenching drink of the Holy Spirit (7:37–39). 
 
Today, we will see how the choices of an individual will mushroom into a 

rejection of Jesus by the Jews at large.  Why does the Apostle John even mention stories of people rejecting Jesus?  There are 
many reasons, but the primary is that you can see the life of Jesus and compare that with the reaction of the people and make 
up your own mind as to whether or not you will submit to the Lordship of Jesus.  We are glad you are with us.  
     
 
Big Idea:  Self-centered choices lead to tragic endings 
 
 
I. A Sad Story – 5:1-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. The Loving Lord– v.8-9a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. A Lost Tribe – vv.9b-12 
 
 
 
 
 
  
IV. A Tragic Ending – vv.13-16 
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After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a 
pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed 
colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, 
lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an 
invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying 
there and knew that he had already been there a long time, 
he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man 
answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 
when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another 
steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up 
your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and 
he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the 
Sabbath.  
 
10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is 
the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 
11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that 
man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’ ” 12 They 
asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your 
bed and walk’?”  
 
13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it 
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the 
place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said 
to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse 
may happen to you.” 15 he man went away and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was 
why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing 
these things on the Sabbath.  
 
 

John 5:1-16 

 Spreading the fame of God through 
making disciples of Jesus Christ 
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