
 
 

  

1. In what way(s) do people interact with authority figures every day of their lives? 
2. What was the role that the Temple and Passover played in the life and history of the Jewish people? 
3. What was the issue that Jesus took offense to in the Temple area and why?  
4. In what way(s) is Jesus’ claim to be able to raise the temple up in three days understood by those involved? 
5. How is the authority of Jesus from the Father seen in His resurrection from the dead? 
6. Thank Jesus for not allowing religious hypocrisy to stand unchallenged.  Confess areas that you need to change in as well. 
 

Target Practice Questions 

In our study so far, John has communicated about the nature of 
Jesus (1:1-18), presented his first witness - John the Baptist (29-36), 
and has begun to expand to another layer of witnesses – the 
disciples. Last week we considered how the wedding of Cana was a 
time used by Jesus to begin the transition from the Old Covenant 
to the New Covenant through taking empty jars meant for 
purification rites in the Law to filling them with water that He 
changed into wine, a picture of purity coming from the blood of 
Jesus that would be shed on the cross.  Today, we will see how 
Jesus not only begins to show that the New Covenant will come 
through Him, but that He has the authority to make this claim.  
What gives Jesus the right to demand allegiance from people, from 
you and from me?  Today you will find out. 
     

 
 
The Big Idea:   
Jesus can tell people what to do because he has the authority to. 
 
 

I. Passion for the Father– vv.12-17 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Authority from the Father– vv.18-22 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 
 
The Passover of the Jews was at hand, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found those who were selling 
oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 
money-changers sitting there. 15  And 
making a whip of cords, he drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their 
tables. 16 And he told those who sold the 
pigeons, “Take these things away; do not 
make my Father’s house a house of 
trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that 
it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”  
 
18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do 
you show us for doing these things?” 19 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken 
forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But 
he was speaking about the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this, and they believed 
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.  
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