
 

 
49     “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that 
it were already kindled! 50     I have a baptism to be 
baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 
accomplished! 51     Do you think that I have come to 
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 
52     For from now on in one house there will be five 
divided, three against two and two against three. 
53     They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-
in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”  

54     He also said to the crowds, “When you see a 
cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is 
coming.’ And so it happens. 55     And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 
scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56     You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret 
the present time?  

57     “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is 
right? 58     As you go with your accuser before the 
magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the 
way, lest he drag you to the judge, and the judge hand 
you over to the officer, and the officer put you in 
prison. 59     I tell you, you will never get out until you 
have paid the very last penny.”  

I am sure that you would agree that the phrase “Peace on earth” is a  
well-worn expression during the Christmas season.  As a matter of fact, it 
seems like the idea of the birth of Jesus and peace on earth are one and the 
same.  However, would Jesus agree with that?  Did you know that the Bible 
actually teaches that there are times to reject peace because having it with a 
person or a group of people would mean to reject the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ?  Jesus taught that there will be situations in which His followers will 
endure bitterness and envy and even hatred by people.  So, how do how do 
you know when you are to reject having peace with someone?  How can you 
be confident in accepting conflict with people in your lives?   
Today, we will consider three categories in which we should anticipate having 
conflict with people who are close to you, even your family.   
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Fear peace with people ___________________________: 

 

I. How you view the ______________________________ – vv. 49-53 

 

 

 

 

II. How you _____________________ of Jesus Christ – vv.54-56 

 

 

 

 

III. How you relate at the ________________of Jesus Christ – vv.57-59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Questions to Consider 

● Why do you think people often see Jesus and “peace” as being synonymous? 
● What are the four key words in vv. 49-53 and how do they relate to Jesus’ notion of peace?  
● How do the works of Christ relate to whether you should or should not have “peace on earth”? 
●  What is Jesus’ talking about when He says … “judge for yourselves what is right” (v.57). 


