
 

In weeks past, we have considered how Jesus wants all of His 
followers to have particular fears.  Why? The fear of God reveals a 
value for God. When an individual fears what God wants us to fear, 
they are revealing that they value what God has told them.  A healthy 
fear toward certain things in life is a bi-product of seeing God for who 
He is and will always lead to a response of worship.  Freedom is a gift 
that flows from God-centered worship.  Therefore, we need to know 
what to fear and why to fear it if we are to cultivate true freedom in 
our lives.   
 
The opposite is also true.  When a person elevates the desire to look 
spiritual (hypocrisy) or is motivated by the “fear of man” more than 
the fear of God, it points to the reality that the individual is valuing the 

creation (people) over the Creator.  A person living in this way will experience bondage until they see God for who he is 
and embrace fear that leads to freedom.   
 
Today, we will continue to consider another fear that all Christians should have: the fear of materialism.   
 
Luke 12:13-21, Part 1                          11.21.10 

 

I.  The Context - v.13 

 

 

 

II. The Conflict - v.14 

 

 

 

III. The Counsel - v.15-21 

 

 

 
13     Someone in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14     But he said to him, 
“Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over 
you?” 15     And he said to them, “Take care, and 
be on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions.” 16     And he told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17     and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to 
store my crops?’ 18     And he said, ‘I will do this: I 
will tear down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19     And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20     But God said to him, ‘Fool! 
This night your soul is required of you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 
21     So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 
Questions to Consider 

● Describe the context in which Jesus teaches this section of Scripture. 
● What are some possible reasons for the man in the crowd to yell out to Jesus? 
● How does Jesus respond and why? 
● In response to the man’s plea, what is the counsel that Jesus gives to the crowd?   
● How does the counsel of Jesus apply to you and your life?  How will you apply this? 


