
“Do you guys dunk people at your church?”  That was the question posed by a 
person I was talking to about our church.  Without even realizing it this 
individual was capturing an ecclesiastical distinctive of our church.  I never did 
find out why this was on the top of his mind when it came to church.  Maybe he 
had attended church as a child and saw a baptism.  Maybe he attended a 
baptisimal service of someone in his family.  While I don’t know why he asked I 
do know that he realized it was something some chuches do while others 
churches do not.      

So, if I were to ask you, “Do you guys dunk at your church?” What would you say?  
And, more importantly, why would you say it?  This morning we will consider 
how God intends to nurture His church through Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Date: 5.16.10 

Questions we need to answer: 
 
1. Why should _____________ about baptism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Where does baptism __________________? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the _______________ of baptism for ___________________?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. __________ should be _______________? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What are “means of grace” and how does it relate to baptism?
2. Why should we care about baptism? 
3. Can you name some of the examples Pastor Dan gave as to where the activity of 
 baptism comes from? 
4. What does baptism mean for us today and how do you know this? 
5. Who should be excluded from being baptized and who should be included? 

Target Practice:  Use this resource to meditate on the message. 

 “Just as the people of Israel gathered 
together to renew their covenant with 
God (i.e., Josh. 24:1-27), so we Christians 
gather to renew the new covenant God 
has made with us in Christ. Christian 
worship is like a covenant renewal 
service in which the gathered reaffirm 
the vows made with God in Christ. 
Guided by a liturgy, in a worship service, 
we renew the promises we made (and 
often failed to keep) to God, and we 
hear again the promises God has made 
(and kept!) in Christ. One legitimate, 
nourishing robust, vital, reason for 
assembling today is nothing less than 
the renewal of the new covenant we 
have with God in Christ. 

The pastoral question we face is 
whether most people experience 
worship this way or whether, in 
contrast, they really experience it as a 
meeting of a religious social club, or an 
educational forum, or a form of 
entertainment.  Because these other 
kinds of events are common in our 
culture, we are bound to take our 
expectations for them with us into 
worship. In contrast, worshipers need to 
be challenged to see the worship event 
as a deeply participational, relational 
event in which we are active listeners, 
speakers, promise receivers and 
promise givers.” 
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