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Intro 

A. In the U.S., there is a church that has adopted a discipleship 
program that takes radical, yet biblical measures to make 
disciples for the Lord. 

B. Candidates, sometimes one, sometimes as many as 6 or 7 
are assigned to various members for discipleship. These 
candidates actually move into the member’s home for 
upwards of 20 years—sharing meals, living space, etc. 

C. During this time, the new disciple is immersed in biblical 
teaching with a clear expectation by the leaders of this 
church that they themselves will, when the probationary 
period is over, participate in the same program as 
discipleship trainers for one or more persons. 

D. This church is Grace Fellowship. This program is called the 
family. 

 
I. This has always been God’s desire 

a. Shema Yisrael — the most famous of all Jewish sayings 
(Dt. 6:4) 

i. Sh'ma Yisrael Adonai Elohaynu Adonai Echad 
ii. The Shema is a declaration of faith, a pledge of 

allegiance to One God. It is said upon arising in the 
morning and upon going to sleep at night. It is said 
when praising God and when beseeching Him. It is 
the first prayer that a Jewish child is taught to say. It 
is the last words a Jew says prior to death. 

b. Context: Moses relates the Ten Commandments to the 
assembled Israelites. 

c. Read Dt. 6 (relate parallels of Christian home with Israel). 



d. Verse 25, “that will be our righteousness”= that will be our 
righteous response to the grace of God (who has already 
declared the faithful as “righteous”). 

II. Parents have the PRIMARY role in this process. 
a. We are commanded to “make disciples” 
b. The family structure offers a unique opportunity to provide 

intense discipleship training that should last throughout 
the time the child is under his parent’s authority. 

c. The church is vital, but secondary. 
d. Therefore everything we do toward providing teaching, 

doctrine, correction, etc. is intended to SUPPLEMENT 
and EQUIP the discipling efforts of parents. NEVER  A 
SUBSTITUTE. 

i. So this is a lesson for everyone—not just parents. 
ii. We all have a vested interest in the next generation. 

e. Brings us to the question I want to consider today. How 
do children, raised in the church, become Followers of 
Christ—Christians, and members of the church? 

III. It is a PROCESS (not necessarily an event) 
a. Imagine this scenario. Your seven year old daughter 

arrives home from VBS announcing that she has "prayed 
the prayer" and is now a Christian. She produces a card 
which says that she has "invited Jesus into her heart," 
complete with date and signature of an adult sponsor. 
What do you do? Have you ever asked the question, "Just 
how do I know if my child is ready to “become” a 
Christian, or really even understands what it means?"  

b. Is this even a valid question? 
i. Do children raised in Christian homes generally 

even HAVE a conversion experience? 
ii. Or do they gradually become more and more 

assimilated into the covenant community of the 
church? 

c. These questions have led to doctrines and practices that 
we believe are possibly more harmful than helpful 



i. Infant baptism 
ii. Child evangelism (three major schools of thought): 

1. As soon as they show ANY signs of belief… 
2. As soon as they experience a “crisis of 

faith”… 
3. The “bar-mitzvah” approach… 

d. We MUST AVOID thinking in terms of simply leading a 
child to make a profession of faith (as if they’ve 
experienced a radical conversion). 

i. Ex: “10,000 people came to saving faith in Jesus 
Christ. And we have a 30% retention rate. Billy 
Graham only has a 10% retention rate!” 

e. A profession is necessary but it is only ONE STEP in the 
process. 

f. We often speak of this step in the discipleship process as 
“CONVERSION” 

i. The point at which one moves from unsaved to 
saved. 

ii. The point where you turn from your sin in 
repentance and turn instead to Jesus as your Lord 
and Savior. 

iii. There are many biblical examples of “radical” 
conversions: 

1. The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-39) 
2. Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9) 
3. Cornelius (Acts 10) 
4. The Philippian Jailer (Acts 16) 

iv. Many of US have experienced “radical” conversions 
v. However, many of us (maybe even most of us) have 

NOT had “radical” conversions like this. You may 
not even really remember a time when you didn’t 
have some measure of faith in Jesus. 



vi. Indeed you may have made a public profession of 
faith at a very young age. You may have prayed a 
sinner’s prayer with your parents or with a teacher. 
You may have then followed that up with water 
baptism to signify your professed faith. Then over 
some 10-15 years, you begin to grasp the abstract 
concepts of godly sorrow, repentance, 
substitutionary atonement, trusting in the finished 
work of Christ on the cross, and living by the Spirit. 

vii. Does this mean that your conversion experience 
was any less valid? NO! 

viii. It is NORMAL for children, raised in the church, to 
experience conversion as a PROCESS, not 
necessarily as a single EVENT 

1. THIS IS OK! 
ix. Why should we avoid expecting children to 

experience a radical conversion? 
1. Childhood is a Time of Immaturity 
2. A child’s thinking is undeveloped, simple, and 

naïve.  
a. Therefore we have child labor laws, age 

of consent laws, compulsory education, 
age limitations for drinking, smoking, 
voting, driving, marriage, etc. 

b. They are eager to please their parents 
or their teachers 

c. They are easily led by adults and will 
often parrot the behavior of the adults 
around them (no understanding—just 
mimicry) 

3. For example, When you were five, what did 
you want to be when you grew up? 

x. Should we, therefore, NOT seek to lead our children 
to profess their faith in Christ? 

1. NO!  



2. There are likely dozens of children in our 
church who have not yet made a PUBLIC 
PROFESSION of faith who would nonetheless 
consider themselves to have faith in Christ 
and even to be a follower of Christ. 

3. The PUBLIC nature of their profession 
depends on where the parents are in the child 
evangelism “spectrum” 

xi. No matter where you are in the spectrum, we must 
remember that childhood conversion is a 
PROCESS (not necessarily an event) 

1. God the Holy Spirit is the primary agent of 
conversion. Many may have the appearance 
of conversion, but if they have not been born 
again by the power of the Holy Spirit, they are 
not true believers. They are “make believers”. 
(example of Simon the Sorcerer—Acts 8). 

2. God uses the preaching of the gospel to bring 
sinners (even make-believers) into a saving 
relationship with Him. 

a. Often, the gospel isn’t preached at all 
but instead, a “Jesus as life 
enhancement” message is substituted. 

b. Many parents, resting on their child’s 
profession of faith, cease to present the 
gospel to their children. 

c. It may very well be that your 6-year-old, 
who makes a profession of faith has 
indeed been born again but doesn’t yet 
have the intellectual capacity to grasp 
the nature of salvation. 

d. It may also be the case that your 6-year-
old, who makes a profession of faith is a 
“make-believer” and he has yet to be 
born again. 



e. In either case, WE JUST DON’T KNOW 
FOR CERTAIN so it is imperative that 
we continue to preach the gospel to 
them. 

IV. How do we know a child has made a credible profession of 
faith—what should we expect? 

a. The same response to the gospel from a child as we do 
from an adult: “repentance toward God and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). 

b. What are the biblical marks of salvation? 
i. Conviction of sin by the law (John 16:8; Rom 3:19-

20; 7:7). 
ii. Repentance of sin and the presence of godly sorrow 

(Ps 32:5; 1 John 1:8-10; Acts 2:37). 
iii. Trust in Christ’s atonement alone for justification 

(Rom 3:21-28). 
iv. A desire to be obedient to Jesus as Lord (John 

14:23; 15:10; 1 John 2:3-6). 
v. A willingness to publicly confess trust in Christ 

(Rom. 10:9-10). 
V. My child has made a profession of faith. Now what? PLEASE 

don’t rest on this and think that your work is done. 
a. Instead, employ the acrostic PETER: 
b. Pray for them—that God build them up in the knowledge 

of himself and that they are continually conformed to the 
image of Christ. 

c. Encourage them—encourage every sign of faith and use 
every opportunity to teach them about Jesus Christ and 
His gospel. 

d. Teach them—instruct them in the Word of God at every 
opportunity. They need to see how the Bible is powerful 
and relates to all of life because it is from God. This 
teaching should include an encouragement for the child to 
obey Christ in the rite of baptism. Parents should request 
a meeting with a member of the leadership team to 



discuss the preparations of their child for this important 
ordinance. 

e. Examine them—rather than offering assurance of 
salvation (which is the Holy Spirit’s role, not ours) 
continually—until they are adults—look for the identifying 
marks of child salvation. This will take time. Let the child 
know you are happy they’ve repented and trusted Christ 
and that they should continue repenting and trusting 
Christ. Over time it will be evident if they are truly saved if 
they display a heart that loves to obey God. 

f. Reprove them—correct their behavior while always 
pointing them to the need for the saving work of Jesus 
Christ on their behalf. 

VI. When Should Children be baptized? 
a. What is the significance of baptism? 

i. It represents our faith in the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus as our Lord and Master. 

ii. It pictures a new, converted life on our coming out 
of the watery grave. 

iii. It pictures our faith in Jesus Christ to resurrect us 
from death when He returns. 

b. How do we know that ANYONE is a candidate for baptism 
(child or adult)? 

i. When they can articulate—to a reasonable 
degree—what it means to trust in the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus (no one has COMPLETE 
understanding of this) 

ii. When they have a desire to be identified with the 
covenant community of the church (we have, in 
some ways, short-circuited this by DE-emphasizing 
baptism) 

VII. In Summary 
a. Parents have the PRIMARY role in discipling their 

children. The church’s role is to equip you. 



b. Discipling (like childhood conversion) is a process. It 
cannot end with a child’s profession of faith. 

c. We Pray, Encourage, Teach, Examine, Reprove 


