
Flow of Thought: 

  I. Testing our trust in God:
 A. In Trials – v.2.12 
 B. In Temptation – v.13-17 
 C. In Life – v.18-21 
 
II. Testing our focus – 2:1-4:17 
 A. In how we relate within the 
  community of faith:  
  1. Favoritism? – 2:1-7  
  2. Love! – 2:8-13 
  3. Faith?  Works! – 2:14-26 
  4. Speech – 3:1-18 
  5. World-like living – 4:1-5:6 
 
III. Testing our character – 5:7-12 
 A. In our response to  
  persecution – 5:7-11 
 B. In how we view making a 
  commitment – 5:12 
 
IV. Testing our faith – 5:13-20 
 A. In prayer – 5:13-18 
 B. In accountability – 5:19-20 

Last week we considered how we can go out of focus spiritually. Our decisions can get blurred by a mixture of self-
serving motives and circumstances that can cloud our vision.  We saw how prayer is a means in regaining our focus in 
life situations (v.13), sickness (vv.14-15), and as a community in general (vv.16-18).  But what if the problem is not 
simply going out of focus, but focusing on the wrong thing?  What do you do to help a person who calls himself or 
herself a Christian yet starts to act like a pagan?  Do you “mind your own business?”  Do you let the pastor deal with 
it?  Do you let them simply grow out of it?  Or, do you just pray for them?  James rejects all of these as exclusive 
remedies and gives us a God-honoring solution to follow in rescuing a person who has gone astray. 
 

5:19     My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and 
someone brings him back, 20     let him know that whoever brings back a 
sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins. 

 
5 things you need to know in order to understand this passage: 
 
1. The ___________________ is a Christian. 
 
 
2. The individual can be _______Christian. 
 
 
3. The situation relates to what is right and what is wrong according to  
 the _________________ of the ______________________ community. 
 
 
4. There is “_____________” who is chosen to rescue their fellow believer. 
 
 
5. When you are the “someone” you will need to have a _______________ 
 _______________________. 
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  How do we know this a Christian that James is speaking about? 
   Why would we believe that this “Christian” has the potential to be anyone of us?  
    What are some examples of a person believing something that is wrong and not just different?   
   Who is to do the rescuing of the individual who has wandered away from the truth?    
  What is the particular perspective when staging a rescue mission like this?     

Use this resource to dig deeper in your personal or family devotions during the week. Target Practice: 


