
Flow of Thought:

  I. Testing our trust in God:
 A. In Trials – v.2.12 
 B. In Temptation – v.13-17 
 C. In Life – v.18-21 
 
II. Testing our Focus – 2:1-4:17 
 A. In how we relate within the 
  community of faith:  
  1. Favoritism? – 2:1-7  
  2. Love! – 2:8-13 
  3. Faith?  Works! – 2:14-26 

 Last week we were resuscitated in our understanding that true spirituality never remains hidden between just you and God.  Our 
spiritual health can be seen in how we relate to others around us.  The New Testament drips with the dynamic that how I treat 
others corresponds directly with how much I love God since God tells me to love my neighbor (2:8).  Put in another way, my 
relationship to the invisible, omnipotent God of the universe is directly connected with how I relate to you in this church and my 
neighbor when in need.  However, what if someone says, “I do love my neighbor… in my heart.” How do you judge the 
legitimacy of that person’s faith?  Do you have the right to challenge that assessment?  Do you have the right to actually bring 
into question their very relationship with God?  After our teaching today you will know the answers to these questions.   

 

 I. The Issue 

14     What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 

not have works? Can that faith save him?  

 

II. An Example 

15     If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 

16     and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 

needed for the body, what good is that? 17     So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  

 

III. A Challenge 

18     But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and 

I will show you my faith by my works. 19     You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 

believe—and shudder!  
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Target Practice: 
 

1. In context, what is the “work” that James is referring to?  (see v. 8) 
2. How does the argument James is making move from playing favorites to faith being seen in works? (see vv.1-13) 
3. Why is it impossible to separate a person’s belief from the actions (works) of his or her life? 
4. Consider the remarkable point James makes when he cites that even God’s enemies (demons) can’t separate their 
 belief from the evidence of their belief!  (see v.19)   


