
Flow of Thought:

 I. Testing our trust of God
 A. In Trials – v.2.12 
 B. In Temptation – v.13-17 
 C. In Life – v.18-21 
 
II. Testing our Focus – 2:1-4:17 
 A. In how we relate to the  
  community of faith  
  1. Favoritism? – 2:1-7  
  2. Love! – 2:8-13 

Last week we considered how favoritism is something the church can live without. When we treat some people better than other 
people (based on what they can do for us) we are guilty of playing favorites. When favoritism happens, we all lose.  The person 
who is treated better can be led to resist and even reject the Gospel itself.  Why? Because the Gospel demands we confront sin 
and who wants to tell a person (that they are trying to impress) of his or her desperate need of God’s forgiveness in Jesus?  
Conversely, the one who is “sucking up” also loses since they look to the rich and influential to meet their needs; a function that 
is reserved for God alone.  So, how do we fix this situation in which both individuals lose so much?  One word - love. 

 

  I. What is right – v.8 

 2: 8     If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You 
 shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 

 II. What is wrong – v.9 

 9     But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted 
 by the law as transgressors 

III. Why? – vv.10-11 

 10     For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11     For 
 he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do 
 murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 

IV. Two principles to govern our focus – vv.12-13 

 12     So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13     For judgment is 
 without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  

 #1. The life principle 

 #2. The judgment principle 

 

James 2:8-13                                                            Teaching Guide     Date: 05.03.09 

Target Practice: 
 

1.  Explain how your relationship with God is directly connected with your relationship to others (family, friends, etc.). 
2. What does the term “royal law” mean in the context of the writing of James and why does it matter when it comes 
 to playing favorites? 
3. Why does James argue his case from the teaching of the Law (mentioned 5 times and cited two times)? 
4. How do the two principles mentioned in vv.12-13 help focus us to avoid playing favorites? 


