
Flow of Thought: 

 I. Testing our Faith

 A. In Trials – v.2-12 

 B. In Temptation – v.13-17 

 C. In Life – v.18-21 

II. Testing our Focus – 2:1-4:17 

 A. In how we relate to the  
  community of faith  

  1. Favoritism – 2:1-7 

“Stop playing favorites,” can be heard in playgrounds, when the teams are being picked for a game of kickball.  “Teachers pet” 
can be heard from classrooms across our Country.  “He’s such a suck-up; that’s why he got the promotion,” can be heard in the 
hallways of businesses.  No one likes it (except the person who benefits), but it happens.  Certain people are treated one way 
while others are treated another way.  We call it favoritism, and when it happens, you know it and can’t do much about it.  It is 
ingrained in our society and is a reality of life.  Does this “reality of life” also apply to the Church?  Do people play favorites in 
church to the exclusion and hurt of others?  You bet.  What can we do about it?  That’s what we will explore today. 

Have you missed a message?  See www.forGodsfame.org to listen online or download for free.  You can even download the teaching guide to help in your study. 

 

2:1     My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory.  

 

2     For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your 
assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in,  3     and if you 
pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in 
a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit 
down at my feet,”  4     have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  

 

5     Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs 
of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?  6     But you have dishonored the poor man. Are 
not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court?  7     Are they not the ones who 
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?  

 

 

James 2:1-7                                                            Teaching Guide     Date: 04.26.09 

Target Practice: 
 

1.  Discuss the difference between showing favoritism and recognizing skill or experience. 
2. What is favoritism?  
3. How does v.1 set the stage for the understanding what makes favoritism bad and how does this relate to Jesus? 
4. Consider the scene James paints in vv.2-4 and then draw a parallel to other issues we may face in the church today. 
5. How does vv.5-7 help us understand why favoritism is not only wrong, but sinful? 


