
 

Where we have been

   

  I. What we can’t say – v.13 

 “I sin because God wants me to.” 

 II. What we can say – vv.14-15 

 “I sin when I place my wants over 
 God’s commands.” 

III. What we must remember -vv.16-18 

 “All that God does for and through 
 me is good and happens as for His 
 glory and my joy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever imitated a person that you wanted to be like?   Wanting to be more than you are may have started as a 
little girl wanting to be a princess or as a boy wanting to be a superhero or a famous athlete.   But have you ever 
considered that you should never stop pretending to be someone else?  C.S. Lewis takes up this thought when he 
communicated that playing make-believe was a key way to grow in his relationship with Jesus. He even encouraged 
Christians to make a “game” of pretending to be like Christ.  Lewis argues that the moment we realize we are to act like 
Christ, we will discover ways in which our pretense could become reality.  We will also be embarrassed to discover 
thoughts that Jesus would not have had and unfulfilled duties that Christ would not have neglected.  Those 
realizations, Lewis says, should in turn prompt us to a more complete obedience.   

Did you miss a message?  See www.forGodsfame.org to listen online or download for free.  You can now even download the teaching guide to help in your study. 

 
  I. How remembering impacts our living – vv.19-21 

 19     Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to  
 speak, slow to anger; 20     for the anger of man does not produce the  
 righteousness of God. 21     Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant  
 wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to  
 save your souls.  
 
 
II. How can our actions be reformed more? – vv.22-25 
 
 22     But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  
 23     For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who  
 looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24     For he looks at himself and  
 goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25     But the one who looks into  
 the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets  
 but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  
 
 
III. Three tests to help you evaluate your progress – vv.26-27 
  
 26     If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 
 27     Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to 
 keep oneself unstained from the world.  
 

James 1:19-27                                                            Teaching Guide     Date: 04.19.09 

Target Practice: 
 

1. Discuss how remembering what God has done for us is meant to impact our actions (transition from v.18 to v.19). 
2. Put in your own words what James is communicating with the imagery in vv.22-24. Why does this matter? 
3. Contrast the result of being a “doer” vs. only being a “hearer.” How is this obvious in your life? 
4. Why is it that each of the three tests given (in vv.26-27) clearly show whether or not our lives are being reformed? 


