
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we move from learning how to trust God when life gets difficult (trials) to trusting God when tempted to 
disregard His will. What's the connection between trials and temptation to sin? Every trial brings with it a 
temptation to reject God's will and, therefore, sin against Him. Financial difficulty brings with it the temptation to 
question God's provision in our lives. The death of a loved-one can tempt us to question God's love for us. The 
suffering of people can cause us to question God's goodness or justice or even tempt us to question God's very 
existence.  In the moment of being tempted to do something wrong I face a choice:  to either trust in God 
(obedience) or to trust in myself (disobedience).  We hope our time together will better help you understand this 
dynamic and help you live a God-centered life. 

Did you miss a message?  See www.forGodsfame.org to listen online or download for free.  You can now even download the teaching guide to help in your study. 

 

  I. What we __________________– v.13 

 13   Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,”  
 for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
 

 II. What we _________________  – v.14-15 

 14   But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.   
 15   Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is  
 fully grown brings forth death.  
 

III. What we ______________________ – v.16-17 

 16   Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17   Every good gift and every  
 perfect gift is from above,  coming down from the Father of lights with whom  
 there is no variation or shadow due to change.  
 

James 1:13-17                                                            Teaching Guide     Date: 03.22.09 

Target Practice: 
 

1. Discuss the connection between trials in life and temptation to sin. 
2. Can you cite some examples of how trails in life can move into temptation to sin? 
3. Why is it so important to know that our sinful desires don’t come from God?  Where do they come from and how 
 does this drive you to Christ every day? 
4. How do you see the process of v.14-15 working in situations in life?  Cite some specific examples. 
5. In what way does knowing the goodness of God relate to rejecting the hold that temptation can have in your life? 


