The Mayor's Pledge

T Joléc[ge aﬂégiance to the Truth for truth enables
[iﬁerty, justice, and comjoassion for all.

Qjaféo[('ge [Oyélﬁ,'y to tﬁe ?6(2]0[6 ourgovemments
must serve.

7 y[édge to protect the Earth, our temjoom[ home,
and all the woncfmfu[ ﬁfe that surrounds us.

7 y[éc@e a[[égiance to the United States of ‘America,
our Constitution, and the n’gﬁts it protects.

gl Ja[éo{('ge to promote science, art, and inc[ustry for
tﬁey enrich our lives and our city.

Come J’oin us in the work of this council as we
dedicate our eﬁ(orts to the Joeqpfe of Sioux Falls and
manage city aﬁcairs for the betterment of all.
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Prayer for Community

Dear Lord, we ask that you wrap our troubled world in your [ow’ng
arms. Q—[ego us §pread your g?ﬁs to the Joeoyfe we meet cfai[y. Touch us with
your spirit so we [ive as your (ow’ng children. Gather your Joeoyfe togetﬁer in
the spirit of community and ﬁz[fowsﬁ?p with your [oving figﬁt

We pray that you guiafe our government into your will. Guide our
a[[egiance to the truth, for truth enables [iﬁerty, justice, and com}?assion for
all. Foster our [oya[ty to the Jaeoy[e OUT gOVernments must serve. Help us
protect the Earth, our temjoom[ home, and all the woncfmfu[ ﬁfe that sur-
rounds us. guic[e our a[[egiance to world COMMUNILY, OUr cCoUntry, our
American Constitution, and the rigﬁts it protects. Cl-[ega us enrich our
eartﬁfy [tves tﬁrougﬁ science, art, and incfustry.

Please touch our leaders with wisdom, emjoatﬁy, and courage to do
your Will on earth as it is in heaven. We ask you to lead us in the work of
this council as we dedicate our eﬁbrfs to the Joeo]o[é of Sioux Falls and
manage city cdjcairs for the betterment of all.

We seek your serenity and counsel in a[mwing the world’s religions
togetﬁer in com]oassion and gpiritua[ growtﬁ while we seek eternal _peace,
grace, and love. Thank you ﬁeaven[y Father for your cherished wiscﬂJm,

your guicfcmce, and your inﬁnite [ove.

In this we pray, Amen.

After pondering how our city council meetings start with a prayer and the Pledge of
Allegiance, I wrote my personal secular pledge and later this prayer for community. I look
forward to leading local government with the principles in my pledge and prayer. One of
my principles is that we should settle down and enjoy life. Meditation and prayer help us
do that. So does time in nature; that's why my city council presentations usually end with a
landscape; so we enjoy earth and life a little more.



