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City Law

⚫ Law to promote ethics, investigations 

⚫ Chapter 35, Conflicts of interest of officers and 
employees and ethics board 

⚫ Seems like a great idea  



Clear Ordinance
⚫ 35.029 "Acceptance of gifts and other things of 

value" 

⚫ (a) "No officer or employee shall directly or 
indirectly solicit any gift, or accept any gift whether 
in the form of money, services, loan, travel, 
entertainment, hospitality, thing or promise or any 
other form, under circumstances in which it could 
reasonably be inferred that the gift was intended to 
influence, or could reasonably be expected to 
influence the officer or employee, in the performance 
of official duties, or was intended as a reward for any 
official action." 



Ordinance Continued

⚫ 35.028 "Conflicts of interest …"

⚫ (a) "No officer or employee of the city shall 
knowingly have a financial interest clearly separate 
from that of the general public"

⚫ Good government principle 



Discouraging Complaints 1

⚫ 35.009 Complaints 

⚫ (a) “All complaints shall be sworn to by a notary 
public”

⚫ Barrier to filing a complaint 

⚫ Discourages ethics complaints

⚫ Criminal complaints have no such barrier

⚫ Requirement for notary should be removed  



Discouraging Complaints 2

⚫ 35.009 Complaints 

⚫ “Complaints shall describe in detail the act or acts 
complained of and the specific section(s) of the 
respective subchapter in this chapter that have 
been allegedly violated.”

⚫ Shouldn't need detailed law knowledge to make a 
complaint 



Discouraging Complaints 3

⚫ 35.009 Complaints 

⚫ (c) "any person who files a frivolous complaint with 
the board shall be civilly liable …"

⚫ Frivolous may be due to:  

⚫ (1) “The timing of the complaint”

⚫ (2) “publicity”

⚫ (3) “any relationship between the accused and the 
complainant”

⚫ (6) "the complainant's motives"



Ethics Problems 1

⚫ City officials “commonly” received third party paid 
travel (per ethics board letter) 

⚫ This violates city ordinance 35 

⚫ Officials did not recuse during August 18, 2020 
council meeting that discussed paid travel  

⚫ Also violates city ordinance 

⚫ Taints mayoral, city council decisions  



Ethics Problems 2

⚫ Councilor's private disclosure still private 

⚫ Ethics board recommended no disclosure, no 
sanction 

⚫ Council voted “I don't want to know” during 8/18 
meeting

⚫ Looks like a coverup 



Ethics Problems 3

⚫ Contacted South Dakota Division of Criminal 
Investigation, asked for an investigation

⚫ They ignored me – no surprise 

⚫ https://atg.sd.gov/OurOffice/Departments/DCI/cont
act.aspx

⚫ Phone: (605) 773-3331 

⚫ Email: atghelp@state.sd.us 



Recommendations

⚫ Ordinance should be improved 

⚫ Council, mayor should report last two years of 
third party paid travel

⚫ Support transparency  

⚫ Acknowledgement, acceptance, and forgiveness 
over denial and pride



Enjoy Beauty


