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Define COVID-19

⚫ Coronavirus disease 2019

⚫ Coronavirus, a group of virus that looks like a 
corona, includes colds

Beautiful image from around.uoregon.edu



Preventing Pandemic

⚫ Early and consistent intervention

⚫ Quarantine suspected carriers 

⚫ Trace contacts 

⚫ Repeated mass testing 

⚫ Why wasn't this the American response? 

⚫ Is this due to incompetence, accident, or intention? 

⚫ Who benefits from this response?    



USA Response
⚫ Initially ignored the problem thereby 

⚫ Encouraged the spread 

⚫ Rhetoric constantly expands the threat 

⚫ CDC recommended no masks, then one, now two

⚫ Masks now recommended until 2022

⚫ Curtailed right to public assembly 

⚫ Citizens deprived of employment and business 
without due process of law 

⚫ Rights violated based on exaggerated claims



Response, Continued
⚫ Curfews, mask mandates, economic shutdowns

⚫ Lockdowns, emotional isolation, suicide increase, 
closed schools

⚫ Education suffered, especially among poor students 

⚫ Unemployment, foreclosure, local shops closed

⚫ Internet sales companies got richer 

⚫ Pharmaceuticals benefitted 

⚫ Trump fired COVID inspector general 

⚫ Small business loans went to big business

⚫ Corruption, government debt 



Contact Tracing Technology

⚫ Great for disease reduction 

⚫ Terrible for democracy, freedom 

⚫ Cell phone GPS tracks location 

⚫ Could be used by government to trace COVID 
contacts 

⚫ Could also trace reporters and dissidents 

⚫ Homeland Security has a database of reporters    



How Deadly Is COVID?

⚫ Infection fatality rate of 0.16% 

⚫ "corresponds to an infection fatality rate of 0.12-
0.2%" from “COVID-19 Antibody Seroprevalence 
in Santa Clara County, California” by Stanford 
University School of Medicine

⚫ Flu rate about 0.1%

⚫ COVID risk massively exaggerated by media, 
government 



COVID Deaths Exaggerated

⚫ Media reports 500,000 COVID deaths 

⚫ People who had COVID died – not deaths due to 
COVID

⚫ Exaggeration promotes fear, justifies extreme 
response 



Missing COVID Deaths
⚫ USA death rate trend did not change in 2019

https://knoema.com/atlas/United-States-of-America/Death-rate



Sensationalized News
⚫ Violent death over-

reported, bad lifestyle 
under-reported.  

⚫ 2016 data simplified
from https://ourworld
indata.org/does-the-
news-reflect-what-we-
die-from



Face Masks Slow Spread

⚫ “Faster implementation of mask mandates was 
consistently shown to be protective.”

⚫ “In contrast, both stay at home orders and school 
closures had no significant influence on disease 
trajectory.”

⚫ See “The role of mask mandates, stay at home 
orders and school closure in curbing the COVID-
19 pandemic prior to vaccination”

⚫ https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S
0196655321000572



Ambivalent Science
⚫ Wearing face masks seems to slow COVID spread

⚫ .8% of mask wearers got infected vs 2.1% of non-
wearers "Infection with SARS-CoV-2 occurred in 
42 participants recommended masks (1.8%) and 53 
control participants (2.1%)."

⚫ "the difference observed was not statistically 

significant"

⚫ See "Effectiveness of Adding a Mask 
Recommendation to Other Public Health Measures 
to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 Infection in Danish Mask 
Wearers" in Annals of Internal Medicine



Masks Do Not Help
⚫ “Governments have conducted an unprecedented 

social, economic, and political experiment in 
controlling whole populations' behavior, with high 
economic and human cost.”

⚫ “If we are concerned about the evidence on this 
global experiment, we must concede that most 
government authorities have likely acted in error.”

⚫ See “Lockdowns and Mask Mandates Do Not Lead 
to Reduced COVID Transmission Rates or Deaths, 
New Study Suggests” on https://www.aier.org/



Mask Disadvantages

⚫ False sense of security

⚫ Changing recommendations leads to distrust of 
media, government, and science 

⚫ Catching COVID while masking further erodes 
trust

⚫ Loss of social contact, reduction of emotional 
health

⚫ Reduced emotional health → reduced physical 
health



Emergency?

⚫ COVID first announced December 2019

⚫ Emergency:  unexpected dangerous event, urgent 
need for action  

⚫ Inaccurate to say COVID-19 is still an emergency

⚫ Emergency city powers are inappropriate 



COVID Season Over

⚫ Seasonal virus had a winter peak 

https://doh.sd.gov/COVID/Dashboard.aspx



Recommendations

⚫ Repeal any emergency COVID ordinances 

⚫ Base policy on careful science, not human need to 
do something

⚫ Don't get sucked in by prevailing mass hysteria

⚫ Live and enjoy life   



Enjoy Nature


