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NORMANDE IS HER MAINE BREED

Living in the Midwest, one rarely thinks or ever hears anything about the state of Maine. It exists quietly as the northern
most state east of the Great Lakes. Known as the Pine Tree State, it is the only state in the union who shares its border
with only one other state and has one syllable in its name. A jagged rocky coastline, low rolling mountains, heavy forests
and picturesque waterways make up the geography of this state.

In the very lower southeastern point of Maine, near the town of
Arundel, is the location of Alpen Rose Creamery. Alpen Rose
Creamery is owned and operated by Alison and Lucas Patry.
Arundel is a small rural town where agriculture is encouraged.
Located just to the north and east of Kennebunkport, ME, this
area is populated with very affluent families. Agriculture in the
outer Arundel area consists of many small dairy and beef farms
along with fruit orchards scattered about. Maple syrup production
has a huge presence as well as forestry.

Alison was 18 years old when she accompanied her boyfriend,
Lucas Patry and his father Daniel, to the 2007 World Dairy Expo. It
was her first time to attend the expo. Daniel Patry was at the expo
because he had an entry from his business, Kate’s Creamery, in
the Salted Butter contest. To their joy, Daniel’s entry won. This
was a great recognition for Mr. Patry and Kate’s Creamery.

While walking through all the exhibits and live cattle displays,
Alison was taken by the appearance of the cattle at one of the
exhibits. That exhibit was the North American Normande
Association’s exhibit in the Grazing Pavilion. Alison was infatuated
with the look of the cattle. She did not speak with any of the
representatives from NANA that day, but she did take all of the

INTERIOR OF MILK BARN

ALPEN ROSE NORMANDES IN FRONT OF MILK BARN



Normande literature available with her. When
Alison and the Patry’s returned to Maine from the
expo, Alison began her research into the Normande
breed.

Even at 16 years old, Alison knew what she wanted
to be. Being born and raised on a dairy farm she
was determined to become a dairy farmer herself.
Her parents, Timothy and Lynn Leary supported her
100%. After seeing the Normandes in the Grazing
Pavillion at the World Dairy Expo, Alison made the
determination that the Normande breed was the
breed for her. The Normande breed had all the
characteristics she was looking for, especially the
capability of being dual purpose. She began
developing her future Normande herd by
contacting a NANA member in Scandinavia,
Wisconsin. That member was Barbera Wogsland,
owner of New Hope Normandes. Alison made a trip
to Wisconsin to visit the farm of New Hope
Normandes. Alison also visited Mike & Matt
Mueller’s Double MM Cattle Company LLC farm in
Rewey, Wisconsin. From the outstanding genetics
of New Hope Normandes, Alison made her first
purchase of semen and embryo’s.

Alison graduated high school from Thornton
Academy in Saco, Maine in 2007.  She continued
her education by attending Vermont Technical
College in Randolph, Vermont. Alison graduated

VTC in 2009 with a degree in Dairy Farm Management Technology.

Lucas Patry and his parents, Daniel and Karen Patry, own and operate Kate’s
Creamery in Arundel, Maine. Lucas graduated from Cheverus High School in
Portland, Maine. He attended The University of Maine, located in Orono,
Maine. He graduated from UMO with a degree in Environmental Science
and German.

Lucas came into Alison’s life when he came to the Leary farm to learn how
to work with and milk cows. Lucas had an opportunity to become a cow
caretaker in Austria. Lucas needed to learn more about caring for cattle as
he prepared for an internship in Austria.

In Austria the dairy farms are quite small. A farm may consist of 1 to 5
cows. In the summer months, farmers pool their cows together and they are
herded into the mountains for summer grazing. In the mountains, they have
a milking facility or barn. Above the barn, the workers have living quarters
while working with the cattle in the mountains. The milk is then processed
into rounds of cheese and blocks of butter right on the mountain farm. At
the end of the summer the products are sold with the profits split between
the farmers based on the amount of milk each of their cows produces. The

MILK BARN OCCUPIED WITH NORMANDES

MERRITT HELPING LUCAS AT ALPEN
ROSE CREAMERY



farmers, who own the
cattle, stay down from
the mountains and care
for their farm by making
hay etc. and preparing
for winter when the
cows return.
Interestingly, each year
Austria celebrates the
cows as they come down
the mountains at the
end of the summer. The
cattle are dressed up in
regalia of many colors
and fashions as they are
paraded back to their
farms. There is much

song and shouts of joy as they make their return for the late fall and winter months.

After his first summer in Austria, Lucas invited Alison to go with
him and participate in the summer of 2008, Alison accepted.
So, at 19 years old, Alison was off to Austria for the trip of a
lifetime. They were stationed in the town of Fliess. The
elevation of the facility, where they would be working, is 3520
ft. Surrounded by breathtaking views, she and Lucas settled
into their environment and duties. Unfortunately for Alison, she
was unable to stay for the entire summer. One day, after she
had been there a few months, authorities came up the
mountain and informed her that she did not have the correct
paperwork to be in Austria. She was given one week to leave.
Disappointed, Alison returned to the US.  It was unfortunate,
not only because she could not finish the season, but she was
not able to witness the annual festival where the cows are
paraded back to their farms.

Fast forward to 2015. Alison and Lucas, begin a small farm of
their own, Alpen Rose Creamery. In 2018, they were married.
Besides operating their small farm, they both work at Alpen
Rose Creamery. Lucas is the Production Manager as well as
manager of all logistics for the deliveries. Alison manages
payroll and record keeping.

Alpen Rose Creamery employs 8 people. Half of those
employees are family members. The creamery purchases 2 tankers of cream each week. With that cream they produce
top quality butter and buttermilk. Their products are sold in all major grocery chains in the northeast. Their products are
also sold in several specialty stores as far south as Florida and to the west in New York State.

Alison and Lucas now own 90 acres. The farm consists of 30 acres of pasture with 60 acres of woods and farmstead.
They maintain a herd of 30 to 40 head. They purchase all their feed for the cattle when it is not grazing season. They
import semen from France to keep improving their genetics. Alison does her own AI work breeding the cattle. She also
breeds some cows for neighbors. Alison retains some of her heifer calves for replacements. Those not kept for

ALISON IN HER WORKING CLOTHES
AND WITH HER COMPANIONS



replacements in her herd are sold as seed stock to other farmers.
With the bull calves, she sells seed stock bulls. She also sells steer
calves to people to feed for beef. Alison retains a few steers to
feed out for themselves. She has also sold some steer sets to be
trained for oxen, and several just for pets. Some of Alison’s cows
and heifers are sold as Homestead dual purpose animals. In
Maine, the Homestead market is especially strong for cattle
possessing A2A2 genetics. Alison’s seed stock sales have gone to
farms in Connecticut, South Carolina, Massachusetts, Missouri,
New Hampshire, New York, Vermont and of course Maine. When
Alison’s steers are ready for harvest, they go to the local butcher.
There they are processed and available for customers to purchase
as grass and hay fed beef coming directly from Alpen Rose
Creamery. Alison also has raw milk sales for pickup at the farm.
Her marketing strategy is by word of mouth and online.

When it comes to the Normande breed, Alison’s list is long for
reasons to own them; the flashy coloring, docile nature of bulls &
steers, high hanging weights with not too much bone, excellent
marbling, easy to train, A2A2 genetics and the great
temperament of the females. Temperament is high on the list, in
Alison’s eyes, as she stated she cannot stand bad attitudes and
skittish cattle. Alison is quick to educate perspective new buyers

of cattle about what a great starter breed the Normande would be for them.

Lucas and Alison keep their farm small since they both have off farm jobs. They participate in as many local and school
events as they can, by bringing Normande cattle as visual aids and petting animals, to teach the community and kids
about the breed and where their food comes from.

Lucas and Alison’s long-range goals are to have a
small herd (10 -15) of top quality full blood
Normande cows possessing A2A2 genetics that
represent the dual purpose qualities of the breed.
They want a full blood herd with equal beef &
dairy qualities rather than a herd that has more of
one quality than the other. There are no
Normande cattle shows in their area. The NANA
National Normande Show, which is held in
Wisconsin, is too far of a distance away for them
to participate. Alison would like to work with other
Normande breeders in the surrounding states to
create a Normande show in their region. With
their young son Merritt (one and a half years old)
and a new baby due in late May, they are laying
the foundation for the next generation to continue
what they have started.

With staunch ambassadors like Allison and Lucas, it is one of the Maine reasons the Normande breed is beginning to be
noticed in the northeastern United States.

*Authored and submitted by Jeff Bock, River Falls, WI.



LANDON HOLEWINSKI NANA YOUTH HEIFER PROGRAM 2020 REPORT

By Landon Holewinski

2020 has been another
exciting and eventful year
for me and my growing herd
of Normandes! To start it all
off, In September Rudan
Jorino Kamile 985 won
second spring yearling and
Reserve Jr. Champion of the
2019 North American
Normande Association
National show. After the
show, Kamile rested through
the winter preparing to have
her calf. On March 11th,
2020 Kamile gave birth to
her first calf and it was a
heifer! Land-Ho Licorice

Kylla was a very exciting and welcomed addition to Holewinski Dairy Farm -- no one could enter the barn without first
seeing “Landon’s Normande Calf.”

In June, Kamile sustained a foot injury, and due to the location of the injury the healing process was slow and lengthy.
Later in June, Kamile was bred and In July she was confirmed bred, ultrasounded with a bull calf sired by Marvel. Due to
Kamile’s injury, she was not able to parade the shavings at the Shawano County Fair this September -- However, after a
summer of hard work Kamile’s spring heifer calf, Land-Ho Licorice Kylla, and an unrelated summer yearling, Land-Ho
Licorice Cleo, were shown at the Shawano County Fair. Land-Ho Licorice Cleo was named first any other breed summer
yearling of the 2020 Shawano County Fair and Land-Ho Licorice Kylla was named first any other breed spring calf, Jr.
Grand Champion any other bred, and Reserve Grand Champion any other breed of the 2020 Shawano County Fair.
Although Cleo was a single entry in her summer yearling class, Kylla had much more competition. My little spring calf
Land-Ho Licorice Kylla placed first over Lineback and Red Holstein spring calves as well as Guernsey, Crossbred, and
Milking Shorthorn yearlings -- I was definitely pleasantly surprised! Although Kamile wasn't able to parade the shavings
at the Shawano County Fair, she will be returning to Mineral Point to make her 2020 debut at the National Normande
Show.

I am extremely fortunate to have been given all of these opportunities for success by the North American Normande
Association. It has been my absolute pleasure working with Normande Cattle and I can truly say I am in love with the
Normande breed! These past few years, the Normande Show has always been a great experience for me and I can
confidently say I plan on exhibiting Normandes at the National show for the rest of my Normande Career. Thanks again
NANA! I truly appreciate everything you have done for me.

L-R: RUDAN JORINO KAMILE 985, LANDON HOLEWINSKI, LAND-HO LICORCE KYLLA,
PAUL HOLEWINSKI



20 REGISTERED NORMANDE COWS FOR SALE

Born from 2012 to 2017, calved from 4-11-2020 to 6-12-2020
Average birth weight females: 77 lbs,  average birth weight males: 88 lbs

Average weaning weight females: 472 lbs, average weaning weight males: 502 lbs
Calves weaned Oct 13, 2020.  All cows rebred to Crick Ridge Deputy Dawg.  Deputy Dawg was
purchased in the St. Croix Valley Bull Test sale in April, 2017. Cows are due to calve from April

23 to July 3, 2021.

TWO 21 MONTH OLD BULLS FOR SALE

PDM NORMANDES
PAUL & DELORES MOECHNIG

Lake City, MN
651-345-4372

pdmoechnig@embarqmail.com

PDM Deputy Levi 047G
DOB: 5-16-2019

BW: 92 lbs.
WW: 506 lbs. 205 day adj. wt.: 685 lbs.

Present weight: 1650 lbs.

PDM Deputy Snowman 048G
DOB: 6-17-2019

BW: 77 lbs.
WW: 418 lbs. 205 day adj. wt.: 664 lbs.

Present weight: 1600 lbs.

CRICK RIDGE DEPUTY DAWG



NANA NORMANDE SHOW HISTORY-PART 3
In part 1 of this series it was said, “Until 2007 NANA did not have an association organized or sponsored Normande
show….” We were wrong. While going through some old NANA files in some boxes of NANA history, I came across this
news release from 1983. NANA had been formed in 1982 and was in competition with the American Normande
Association for two years until the two associations merged into NANA IN 1984.



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

RESULTS OF THE 1984 WINTER BEEF EXPO SHOW
Grand Champion Full Blood Female was shown by Dennis and Nancy Book of the French Connection Cattle Company at
McCallsburg, Iowa. The Reserve Grand Champion Full Blood Female was also shown by the Book’s.

Grand Champion Fullblood Bull was shown by Bolen Brothers Normandes of Tama, Iowa. He was a son of Callisto. The
Reserve Grand Champion Fullblood Bull was shown by French Connection Cattle Company. He is a John Boy son.

Grand Champion Percentage Female was shown by Vic Benes, Jr. of Lincoln, Nebraska. She was sired by Invader. The
Reserve Grand Champion Percentage Female was shown by Bolen Brothers of Tama, Iowa. She was sired by Canari.

Grand Champion Percentage Bull was shown by French Connection Cattle Company of McCallsburg, Iowa. He was sired
by DNKC Trailblazer 451. The Reserve Grand Champion Percentage Bull was shown by Brush Point Acres, Hanlontown,
Iowa. He was a 15/16 son of John Boy.

The sale was a big success also. The results are as follows: The top selling bull was lot 43, a fullblood bull named
Brigadier. One-half interest and full possession was sold by Brush Point Acres of Hanlontown, Iowa, and was purchased



by Cecil Mashburn of Russell, Kansas, and Dr. Jeret E. Denne of Blue Jay, California, for $25,000. He will be featured as
their main herd sire. They purchased interest in him because of his progeny’s high performance and carcass quality.

The top selling female was Lot 41, a 15/16 bred female consigned by Brush Point Acres, Hanlontown, Iowa, and was
purchased by Robert Lange of Kimball, Minnesota for $2,000.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

MORE PHOTOS FROM ALPEN ROSE
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Normande Genetics has been the main provider of French Normande  
genetics since 1997. We import semen and embryos from France,  
and we ship all across the U.S.

For more information, call 612 823 7212 or check our website:
www.normandegenetics.com, email: jerome@normandegenetics.com

Follow us on   facebook &   twitter for our quick updates

Large selection of tested bulls from France. Check our website for more details on the qualities of 
our bulls normandegenetics.com. (catalog page: download the latest proofs and price list)

Double-muscle Normande bulls: Augeron and Devron are both homozygous double-muscle. 
No dairy bull from our lineup ever carries the double-muscle gene. Please contact us for more 
information.

AugeronDevron

Nesthy

Monza Orelio

Niville

Icarius

Spring breeding  
is here! Please do not wait  

to place your order.
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NANA REGISTRATION, TRANSFER & MEMBERSHIP FEES

ANNUAL ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP                                                                  $40.00
ANNUAL ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP (NON-VOTING) 20.00
ANNUAL JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 10.00
REGISTRATION AT 0-6 MONTHS OF AGE                                                    10.00
REGISTRATION AT 7-12 MONTHS OF AGE                                                  15.00
REGISTRATION AT 13-24 MONTHS OF AGE 20.00
REGISTRATION OVER 24 MONTHS OF AGE                                              100.00
*NON-MEMBER REGISTRATION FEES ARE DOUBLE THE ABOVE
TRANSFER WITHIN 60 DAYS OF SALE 10.00
TRANSFER AFTER 60 DAYS OF SALE                                                             15.00

2020
YEAR
CODE

h

CIRCLE D HAWK TANK
NANA HAS BEEN GIFTED SEMEN FROM THIS NORMANDE BEEF SIRE.  “TANK”
IS BLACK HIDED AND HIS CALVES ARE OFTEN BLACK HIDED. HE IS DEFINITELY
A CALVING EASE SIRE WITH BIRTH WEIGHTS IN THE 70 POUND RANGE.

$10.00/UNIT

MINIMUM ORDER OF 5 UNITS
YOU PAY SHIPPING

NORTH AMERICAN NORMANDE ASSOCIATION
608-943-6091      800-573-6254

nana@yousq.net



CLASSIFIEDS

NORMANDE GENETIC SPECIALTIES
*The ultimate in “Grade and Yield Balancer Bulls”
*Polled Fullblood Genetics
*Calving ease sires
*Black polled purebred bulls

“The Normande breed has a level of consistent quality
grade and yield grade balance that crossbred ‘Balancer
Bulls’ seldom deliver.”

BRIAN TOIVOLA
NGS President
11544 Spudville Rd.
Hibbing, MN 55746

RIVER VIEW RANCH

PUREBRED POLLED NORMANDES

ROBERT & DIANNA LANGE
7615 HWY 55

KIMBALL, MN 55353
320-398-8633

218-929-9702
SEMEN

&
EMBRYOS

DATES TO REMEMBER

*?????-YOUR SPOUSE’S BIRTHDAY
*?????-YOUR ANNIVERSARY
*NOVEMBER 25, 2021: THANKSGIVING
*DECEMBER 25, 2021: CHRISTMAS
*JANUARY 1, 2021 NANA DUES BECAME
DUE
*JULY 20-22, 2021: WISCONSIN FARM
TECHNOLOGY DAYS, HUNTSINGER FARMS,
EAU CLAIRE, WI
*SEPTEMBER 17, 2021: NANA ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, MINERAL POINT,
WI, IOWA COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS, 7:00
PM
*SEPTEMBER 18, 2021: NANA NATIONAL
SHOW, 11:00 AM. IOWA COUNTY FAIR
GROUNDS, MINERAL POINT, WI
*SEPTEMBER 23-SEPTEMBER 26, 2021:
WORLD BEEF EXPO, MILWAUKEE, WI
SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 2, 2021: WORLD
DAIRY EXPO. MADISON, WI



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

NORMANDE HAPPENINGS is the official newsletter of the North American Normande Association
published by the Association office four times per year. Active, associate and junior NANA members receive
the newsletter as part of their dues. Non-members may subscribe for a cost of $15.00/year.

Editor: Michael Mueller
Publisher: North American Normande Association

748 Enloe Rd.
Rewey, WI 53580
608-943-6091
800-573-6254

VISIT NANA’S WEBSITE:
www.normandeassociation.com

THE COVER
Pictured on the cover of this issue of Normande Happenings is
Merrit Patry being introduced to a new born Normande calf on
his parents Alpen Rose Farm nearly a year ago. Merrit is the son
of Lucas & Alison Patry of Arundel, ME. The Patry’s are featured
in our Meet Your Breeder article put together by Jeff Bock for
this issue of Normande Happenings.

The NANA office is looking for eye catching and attractive
pictures of Normande cattle to use on the cover of future issues
of “Normande Happenings”.  Please submit your picture(s) to the
NANA office and if the editorial advisory board (my family)
should choose your picture it will be on the cover of a
“Normande Happenings”.

THANK YOU!

ADVERTISING RATES

BUSINESS CARD SIZE:  $10.00/ISSUE OR $30.00/YEAR

ONE-QUARTER PAGE:  $25.00/ISSUE OR $80.00/YEAR

ONE-HALF PAGE:           $40.00/ISSUE OR $120.00/YEAR

FULL PAGE:                     $50.00/ISSUE OR $150.00/YEAR

***WANTED ADS ARE FREE.

***NO EXTRA COST FOR PHOTOS IN ADS



THINGS TO DO

*NANA IS CAPABLE OF PUTTING A2A2 INFORMATION ON YOUR ANIMAL’S REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE. YOU MUST
SUBMIT THAT INFORMATION TO THE NANA OFFICE IN ORDER FOR THAT TO HAPPEN.

*JOIN THE REGISTERED NORMANDE CATTLE FACEBOOK PAGE TO CONNECT WITH NORMANDE BREEDERS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD

*PAY YOUR 2021 NANA MEMBERSHIP DUES IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO.

*REGISTER YOUR NORMANDE ANIMALS WITH NANA TO INCREASE THEIR MONETARY VALUE.
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