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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Elizabeth Elrod, BS, RHIA, CTR 

elizabethmarieelrod@gmail.com 
 

Greetings - wishing you all a healthy and Happy 
New Year 2017!  Hope your celebrations were joyous, 
and everyone enjoyed family and friends during this 
holiday season.  Now is the time of year when we all 
need to focus on getting off to a fresh start with all the 
demands of our profession that begin again with the 
new year! 

Speaking of fresh starts in 2017, my husband and I 
recently sold our home after being there for many years.  
We had to close right before the holidays, so it was 

quite a challenge with packing, storing, moving, taping boxes, not to mention 
sorting through hundreds of THINGS that a house accumulates over years. But as 
I told my husband, I am more than equipped for all this because as a CTR, in a 
sense that is what we do every day, sort through and find the crucial data that we 
really need.  I am not sure he believed me because he complained I packed way 
too much STUFF, and he said nobody needs all the things contained in those boxes, 
but I believe I made my case.   Many times, in our daily work demands, it may not 
seem important to those outside our profession when we focus on so many details, 
but everything we do collect is vital to “Fighting Cancer with Reliable and 
Accurate Information,” as is our commitment at FCRA. 

So, in the New Year 2017, let’s look forward to the changes and challenges 
this year will bring to our profession.  Let me start out by saying we had one bit of 
good news when we received a “holiday present” from the AJCC stating No 
Changes in Cancer Data Standards for 2017, due to the 8th Edition AJCC 
Staging Manual being delayed a year.  The North American Association of 
Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) has formally announced that all proposed 
changes for 2017 are being deferred or addressed without changes to the current 
NAACCR Record Layout.  

Per the AJCC, to ensure that the cancer care community has the necessary 
infrastructure in place for documenting the 8th Edition stage, the decision was 
made to delay the implementation of the 8th Edition Cancer Staging System to 
January 1, 2018.  Some changes we will be looking forward to in 2018 include 
“all the currently available knowledge on staging of cancer at various anatomic 
sites, and evidence-based TNM staging is supplemented, as appropriate, by 
selected molecular markers and newly acquired insights into the molecular 
underpinnings of cancer.”  This edition features 12 new staging systems, a wide 
range of changed or new staging definitions, and a refined emphasis on a 
personalized-medicine approach.    
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Also, the 8th Edition Cancer Staging Manual will be made available as an eBook with an Amazon Kindle 

and Apple iBook version. These electronic versions of the book are scheduled to be available the first quarter of 
2017. 

This year, the Annual NCDB Call for Data submissions are scheduled during January and February, 2017, 
and corrections are due by April 1, 2017.  A general overview is provided below.  Please see 
https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/cancer/ncdb/datasub/registrars for specific details.   The NCDB Call for 
Data 2017 will be the first time that all cancer cases diagnosed in 2015 are submitted to NCDB.  All analytic 
cases diagnosed in 2015 must be submitted during January or February.  In addition, all analytic cases added or 
changed by the hospital registrar since December 1, 2015 must be submitted for cases diagnosed between the 
cancer program's Reference Year (or 1985 if the Reference Year is earlier than 1985) and 2014, 
inclusive.  Registry software will have built-in procedures to assist registrars with case selection.   

The NCDB also announces CQIP and RQRS Enrollment Updates - Release of CQIP now postponed until 
January 2017.  NCDB will be postponing the release of CQIP 2016 until January 2017. Recently, an unexpected 
IT error occurred that disabled the editing feature of CP3R from December 9 until December 12, 2016. The impact 
that the system downtime had on programs' ability to edit data in CP3R in time to meet the deadline set for the 
release of CQIP was acknowledged, and to provide accredited programs with time to review and update their data 
in CP3R, the NCDB has extended the deadline for CP3R case edits to January 13, 2017.   CQIP will report 
quality measures in the following primary sites: Breast, Cervix, Colon, Endometrium, Gastric, Non-Small Cell 
Lung, Ovary and Rectum. Both CQIP and the Data Completeness and Default Overuse Report will be released in 
January 2017. 

RQRS Enrollment and Data Submissions Processing Updates have also been extended. Since RQRS has 
been experiencing intermittent outages, the NCDB and CoC are extending the deadline for program enrollment 
in RQRS from January 1, 2017 to January 31, 2017 to facilitate compliance with Standard 5.2.  They will 
continue to work to resolve the issues with the processing and display of submitted data into the RQRS 
application.  

Please don’t forget to mark your calendars for these 2017 important meetings and events: 
 

FCRA 39th Annual Conference 
July 24-25, 2017 

Wyndham Grand Orlando Resort 
14651 Chelonia Pkwy 

Orlando, FL 32821 
(The cost of registration is $225 for members and $300 for non-members. All single or double rooms are 

$129/night plus applicable taxes and fees. See Program Chair Article for more details.) 
 

NCRA 2017 Annual Conference 
Gaylord National, Washington, DC 

April 5-8, 2017 
 

2017 National Cancer Registrars Week 
Cancer Registrars: Putting the Pieces Together 

April 10-14, 2017 
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Please let me know if there is another topic of concern, or some recent news you 
would like to hear more about in our quarterly newsletter.  Remember, this 
organization cannot succeed without the participation and involvement of the 
membership so please do not hesitate to contact me or any Board member if you’d 
like to volunteer, be a mentor, or to disseminate any material you feel could benefit 
us all – Happy New Year 2017! 

 
********************************************************************************** 

 
FCRA / FCDS TASK FORCE 

 taskforce@fcra.org 
The main purpose of this task force is to allow for an easy method of 

communicating various issues at both the Cancer Registrars and Central Registry 
level.  This task force will tackle problems such as issue resolution, improvement of 
processes (with the hope of increasing efficiency), and assist in identifying areas of 
educational needs. The task force direct e-mail is taskforce@fcra.org please feel free to 
contact them with any issues you would like the task force to address. 
 

 
 
 

********************************************************************************** 
FCRA EDUCATION FOUNDATION LIAISON 

Jamie Suarez, RHIT, CTR 
jksuarez0619@yahoo.com 

 
    The FCRA Education Foundation would like to wish you all very happy and healthy holiday season.   
Sometimes we would like to give a gift to 
someone, but just don't know what they 
might appreciate.   Please consider the 
FCRA Education Foundation as a way of 
remembering your friends and family, the 
monies donated, go toward the education of 
cancer registrars and is a tax-deductible 
donation for you.  Also, remember if you 
make purchases through Amazon, please use 
Amazon smile and select the FCRA 
Education foundation to receive a donation.  
Another way to participate is donating your new or gently used items to the Foundation auction which will be 
held at the 2017 FCRA annual meeting.   We wish you all a wonderful 2017 and may we continue learning and 
adapting to the many changes that face registrars in the future.   
 For additional information, assistance or helpful information on identifying donations, call or email Gayle G. 
Clutter at 727-954-6221 or gclutter@tampabay.rr.com 
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TREASURER 

Dinah Merrill, CTR 
‘Twas the Night Before Survey 

 
 

‘Twas the night before Survey, when all through my mind 
No sleep was forthcoming, hoping the surveyor was kind, 

The charts had been reviewed with diligent care 
In the hopes that all info was definitely there. 

The staging, the surgery, the biopsy too! 
The history and physical and treatment options! Woohoo! 

 
The staff had been working like troopers all year 

Searching and searching for things not made clear 
Like doctor’s notes with no staging found, 

A thing that makes an abstractor’s head pound! 
Or the transcriber who records a diagnosis wrong 

And we have to work harder, making the day long… 
 

The clock ticked on minute by minute, oh dear! 
Till the morning dawned early bringing no cheer… 

 
But then to my mind came a wonderful thought 
We had done our best, and sought and sought 

The right code, the right standard, the accurate way 
To convey the full story day after day 

So our data someday would help find, for sure, 
A way to beat cancer and Find a Cure!!! 

 
And so, I went forth with a much better mood 

Knowing the job performed was considered good 
And we passed, yes, we passed and sang a happy refrain! 

Until three years from now,,, 
WHEN WE GO THROUGH THIS AGAIN! 
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2016 Program Co-Chairs 

Prudence Ashley, CTR & Heather Burner, CTR  
A Magical Year:  Imagine the Possibilities! SAVE THE DATE! 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the 39th Florida Cancer 
Registrars Association Annual Educational Conference  
July 24-25, 2017 at the amazing Wyndham Grand Orlando Resort 
at Bonnet Creek!  Join us in networking with your peers while 
learning about the most current topics of our profession.  If there is 
a topic you would like presented at the conference, feel free to 
contact one of the program chairs listed above.  And definitely 
consider staying a few extra days and bringing the family to enjoy 
the many exciting amenities located just minutes from the venue – 
many within walking distance or via shuttle service!  What will it 
be: theme parks, golf, a spa treatment, outlet shopping? 
 

Hotel amenities include:   
 Surrounded by 500 stunning woodland acres and a 10-acre lake 
 400 guest rooms 
 Guests are able to access several amazing amenities: 

*5 Pools     *Water Slides 
*2 lazy rivers     *Several state-of-the-art fitness centers 
*2 kid’s splash parks   *miniature golf 
*7-mile jogging trail 

 Full Service Blue Harmony Spa 
                  *Couple’s Suite 
                  *Outdoor treatment rooms 
                  *Chromotherapy experience showers 

 Wi-Fi in guestrooms and public areas 
 Located within 3 miles of Disney Springs 

                  *Offers a large variety of restaurants, shops, entertainment and more. 
 Special group rates on Walt Disney World tickets may be available.  

                   *Complimentary shuttles to Walt Disney World Theme Parks.  
 Easy access to and from Orlando International Airport 
 Two complimentary bottles of water per stay 
 Access to modern technology in our business center 

                    *Apple Computers, Printer, Fax and color copier 
 Complimentary newspapers 
 10% off Blue Harmony Spa 
 Children 5 years old and younger eat free with a paying adult in Tesoro Cove 
 Complimentary coffee in all guest rooms 

Click here to Register & Book your hotel-The cost of registration is $225 for members and $300 for non-
members. All single or double rooms are $129/night plus applicable taxes and fees. 

https://www.fcra.org/index.php?option=com_eventbooking&view=event&id=8&Itemid=138 
 
We’ll see you there!        
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
PAT BENTLEY, CTR & SALLY KRUSE. CTR – CHAIRPERSONS 

patbentley@verizon.net or sallyctr@yahoo.com 
 
 

The FCRA membership roster is now up-to-date. The roster was manually reviewed by Pat and confirmed by the 
software.   
 As of December 9, 2016, FCRA has 98 Active members, which include:  4 Associate Members   - 2 New CTRs 
(complimentary) and 10 Honorary.   
 Remember, you must be an active FCRA member to receive a discount on the registration fee for the FCRA Annual 
meeting.   We also noticed that some members need to update their profiles on the FCRA web page https://www.fcra.org/.   
Please check out your profile found under - Member Menu, then choose Your User Profile to update. We use e-mail to 
contact the membership using Web Blast with breaking information or to let them know of upcoming events.  To insure 
you are included, it is very important to keep your information current and make sure your employer, e-mail and phone 
number are correct – the latter is needed in case your e-mail is returned.  
 
BELOW ARE THE FCRA BYLAWS RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP 
 

 
 You may pay your dues anytime by logging on to the FCRA Webpage https://www.fcra.org/ click on Pay Dues and 
you can pay your dues either by Credit Card or check. If Send a Check is chosen mark “will send check”, (some of us 
don’t like to give out our credit card number on the Internet) your membership would be marked pending.  Check should 
be received by Pat prior to Oct 31, to avoid a late fee. Mail the check to Pat Bentley - 3615 Plymouth Drive Winter 
Haven, FL  33884 - she will e-mail you confirmation and update the membership status. If you have any questions or need 
help navigating the FCRA Web Page please e-mail Pat, or Sally and we would be happy to help you. 
  
 
If you have any questions regarding membership, please don’t hesitate to contact us.   We will have a full report on the 
membership at the FCRA Annual meeting.  
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