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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Walter Sanford, CTR 

wsanford.ctr@oasnaples.com 
 

Springs greetings to one and all.  We’re looking 
forward to seeing all of you in Boca Raton this 
summer.  My thanks to all of you for your thoughts 
and prayers as the last few months have presented 
me with a number of challenges.  This old body 
seems to be breaking down.  My neighbors have a 
favorite phase for me now - “Vecchio e 
danneggiato” - “loosely translated as “Old and 
damaged” – I like to think of myself as “Brand New 
– Used” - Kind of like that old car you keep fixing.  

Right now I’m looking pretty good for a fellow my age in the condition I’m in- 
Almost like brand new!  I would like to send out a great big thanks to the BOD for 
taking up the slack and keeping things going. 
They have developed a great program for the FCRA July 2016 meeting, and 
registration is now open and online. A great meeting agenda in a great facility and 
we know all will enjoy attending. Room rates at $109.00 and member registration 
at $200.00 dollars. Check it out and make your reservations soon. www.fcra.org  
In addition, we have added an online donation tab allowing any and all to make 
tax deductible donations to the FCRA Foundation or to FCRA itself. On line and 
completely secure. And if you don’t know by now – Congratulations to our own 
Ms. Barbara Dearmon! -  Newly elected - President-elect NCRA. Great job and 
we look forward to working with her. Also - Congratulations to all our new CTR’s 
– “Job well done!” we hope to see all of you at this year’s meeting.  
We’ll see you in July.   

  
Thanks for all you do! 
Walter 
 
  

 

 
FCRA  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

2015-2016 ELECTED OFFICERS 
 

President 
Walter Sanford, CTR 

 
President-Elect/Secretary 

Elizabeth Elrod, BS, RHIA, CTR 
 

Immediate Past President 
Anne Auguste, CTR 

 
Treasurer  

Dinah Merrill, CTR 
 

Chairman Nominating Committee 
Rachel Hatch, CTR 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

Membership 
Sally Kruse, CTR 

Patricia Bentley, CTR 
 

FCDS Liaison 
Joyce Allan, MPH, CTR  

 
Bylaws 

Mayra Espino, BA, RHIT, CTR 
 

Historian 
Gloria Underhill, LPN, CTR 

 
Education 

Jennifer Sanky, CTR 
 

FCRA Education Foundation Liaison 
Jamie Suarez, RHIT, BS, CTR 

 
Public Relations/Editor 

Janet Vogel, CTR 
 

Web Master 
Walter Sanford, CTR 

Fred Furner, CTR 
 

Physician Liaison 
Pedro Heinz Diaz Pow Sang, MD, CTR  

 
2016 Program Chairs 

Ana Ruiz, CTR 
Pedro Heinz Diaz Pow Sang, MD, CTR  

Mayra Espino, BA, RHIT, CTR 

Congratulations to the New CTRs in Florida 
These candidates passed the exam and formally became Certified Tumor 

Registrars.  Please congratulate these New CTRs. 
 

  Syrrona Goode, Margate    Martin Duran, St. Petersburg 
  Joshua Johnson, Fort Lauderdale  Monique Gordon, Lauderhill 
  Ismael Rodriguez, Miami   Zoritsa Mojica-Robayo, Orange Park 
  Cynthia Walls, Coral Springs   Kali Cerdan, St. Petersburg 
  Marissa Rangel, Fellsmere    Jacqueline Williams, Seminole 
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IT’S TIME 
Sally Kruse, CTR  

 
 For the last ten years I have been asked repeatedly – “When 
are you going to retire?” I always replied “not yet – I’ll let 
you know when it’s time”.  Well it’s time!  I will officially 
retire on April 15th, 2016 right after the close of the National 
Cancer Registrars Association (NCRA) meeting in Las 
Vegas.   
 I started in the cancer registry profession in 1981(see 
picture). The cancer registry was located in the basement in 
the middle of the medical records (not in the department, but 
where the patients’ medical records were stored).  There were 
trenches dug into the concrete floor in case it flooded (who 
said there were no basements in Florida) and the walls were 
a dusty gray and it wasn’t the color of the paint.  A small 
beam of light streamed from a small crack in the blocked 
window illuminating two metal desks that were facing each 

other.  Everything in the cancer registry was a reject from other departments including the manila file folders and 
labels.  Located above the desks was a clear plastic tube coming from upstairs that was always filled with dark 
sludge; I had no idea what it was or where it was going.  I needed the job so I didn’t ask.  Thirty-five years later, 
I am grateful that I ignored my first surroundings and swallowed hard when I was called a clerk.  Most people 
said “any clerk could do your job”.  

I consider myself very lucky for being in the right place at the right time.  I had the honor of being elected as 
both President of NCRA and FCRA. I won’t bore you with what I’ve done or where I’ve been, but I had a 
wonderful, successful career as a Cancer Registrar, ending with 21 years at Electronic Registry Systems – 
another great decision. 
 I turned 76 years old in January and to quote Betty White “I don’t remember when I stopped lying about my 
age and started bragging about it”.  For the last three years I worked part-time from home and did customer 
support – it really wasn’t hard, but I felt like I was missing something.  Most people would give their eye-teeth to 
only work three days a week, but with age comes doctors’ appointments.   I found myself using my days off to 
visit them.  Nothing serious. 
 I started comparing my body to a car.  So far I've had a leaky radiator fixed (bladder) and now having problems 
with my tail pipe (rectum) - had my back seat removed,  it hadn’t been used in years (uterus), removed the clogged 
air filter (gallbladder), repaired my shock absorber (left knee) and replaced the other shock absorber (right knee) 
-  added new lenses to my upper headlights (eyes) - had several rust spots removed but new ones appear 
everyday (skin) - been in several wrecks, nothing serious just the turn signal (broken wrist and dislocated elbow) 
and replaced several parts on my chassis (back).  There are several parts that are getting old, but there are no 
replacement parts. Joints don't want to bend like they used to (fingers).    I keep changing the oil, but the new cars 
don't have sparkplugs and that's what I need to keep this old car running.  I'm still having the car checked out, but 
it has a lot of miles on it.  I'm hoping to keep it for at least another 20 years. 
 I’m writing the next chapter in my life – I live in a 55 year and older complex (no it’s not a trailer, but a house 
on the Golf Course) and there is so much to do.  I’m planning on joining the Red Hatters’ (looking for a Red Hat) 
and the Travel is Fun group. I’ll sleep until I wake up – no more alarms and don’t have to ask permission to go 
anywhere. 
 I will miss all of the friends that I’ve made in all the States, but I plan on keeping in touch with them.  I’m 
only an e-mail, phone call or text away. 
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FCRA EDUCATION FOUNDATION LIAISON 

Jamie Suarez, RHIT, CTR 
jksuarez0619@yahoo.com 

 

There is an easy way to donate to the FCRA Education Foundation while shopping on-line! Many of us shop at 
Amazon.com. Instead of going to the Amazon.com web site, all you need to do is go to smile.amazon.com, place 
your order as you usually do, and Amazon will donate a percent of your purchase price to the FCRA Education 
Foundation. You will see no difference between the web sites, and can use your same Amazon account.  On your 
first visit to smile.amazon.com, you will be asked to select your charity. Please be sure to use our legal name, 
FCRA Education Foundation Inc., when choosing your charity.  If we all do this when shopping at Amazon, 
this will be a financial assist to our Foundation.  As always, we truly appreciate your support of the FCRA 
Education Foundation. 

FCRA Education Foundation Auction  

Your FCRA Education Foundation is holding a Silent Auction on Monday July 25, 2016, during the FCRA 
Annual Meeting in Boca Raton Fl. 

We invite you to bring an item to be donated.  This could include gift certificates, coupons, or items from any 
friend or local establishment. Let your imagination soar! If you and your cancer registrar friends would like to 
make and donate a gift basket these are very popular with your fellow registrars. 

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: Do you have items that you no longer want or that no 
longer fit your current décor such as gently used household items which might include wall decorations, lamps, 
tablecloths, or items you’d like to re-gift? Consider donating a few of these items to the FCRA Auction. 
 
SOLICIT DONATIONS: When you are at your favorite restaurants or store or if you know the owner or manager, 
consider asking them to make a donation. Examples include: 

 Retail Donations: Local boutiques, gift stores, grocery stores, independent toy or drug stores, 
hardware stores and state-wide movie theaters. Don’t forget the wine & cheese stores or accessories such 
as wine glasses, glass markers, bottle openers, etc. auction items may also include sports equipment, 
building supplies, tools, and non-perishable grocery items:  really anyone who sells goods can be asked 
to donate actual items and/or gift certificates 
 Restaurant Donations: Statewide restaurant chains may provide gift certificates or coupons 
 Does your hospital have giveaways? These items may be grouped together with others to make one 
interesting “collection”. Maybe an “Office packet” of pens, pencils, letter openers, etc. Check with your 
Marketing Department to see if they have any “left-over” promotional items they can part with.  
 

 All donations can be brought to the meeting or mailed to: 

Gayle Clutter at 
9764 Lake Seminole Dr E 

Largo, FL 33770 
For additional information, assistance or helpful information on identifying donations, call or email Gayle 
Clutter at 727-954-6221 or gclutter@tampabay.rr.com 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

PAT BENTLEY, CTR & SALLY KRUSE. CTR – CHAIRPERSONS 
patbentley@verizon.net or sallyctr@yahoo.com 

 
After an extensive review of the membership list, an e-mail was sent on January 26, 2016 to all members who 
had “no paid” status for the current year 2015/2016.  They were offered a chance to pay this year’s dues and were 
granted immunity on past years (this was done due to the fact that we were unable to verify dues paid the previous 
years).  They were given until February 15, 2016 (two weeks) to renew for two years or more and the late fee of 
$ 10 would be waived.  Several members responded to the offer and did renew for at least 2 years.  Remember 
you must be an active FCRA member to receive a discount on the registration for the FCRA Annual meeting.    
 
We also noticed that some members need to update their profiles on the FCRA web page https://www.fcra.org/.   
Please check out your profile found under - Member Menu, then choose Your User Profile to update. We use e-
mail to contact the membership using Web Blast with breaking information or to let them know of upcoming 
events.  To insure you are included, it is very important to keep your information current and make sure your 
employer, e-mail and phone number are correct – the latter is needed in case your e-mail is returned.  
 

BELOW IS THE FCRA BYLAWS RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

 
Please remember the due date for the 2016/2017 fiscal year is August 31, 2016 and is delinquent after October 
31, 2016.  Dues received after October 31st will be charged a $ 10 late fee.   You may pay your dues anytime by 
logging on to the FCRA Webpage https://www.fcra.org/ click on Pay Dues and you can pay your dues either by 
Credit Card or check. If send a check is chosen (some of us don’t like to give out our credit card number on the 
Internet) your membership would be marked pending.  Mail the check to Pat Bentley - 3615 Plymouth Drive 
Winter Haven, FL  33884 - she will e-mail you confirmation and update the membership status. If you have any 
questions or need help navigating the FCRA Web Page please e-mail Pat, Sally or Walter and we would be happy 
to help you. 
 
If you have any questions regarding membership, please don’t hesitate to contact us.   We will have a full 
report on the membership at the FCRA Annual meeting. 
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FCRA 38th 
Annual  
Conference 
Boca Raton Marriott 
 
Hold these Dates 
 
July 25 – 26, 2016 

                                                                                      Book your group rate for FCRA 2016 ANNUAL MEETING  

The 2016 FCRA Annual Conference will be held at the Boca Raton Marriott at Boca Center, 5150 Town Center 
Circle. Hotel reservations can be made now by simply clicking the link above. Room rates for this meeting are 
$109.00 a night plus applicable taxes. A short and easy drive from I-95, exiting onto Glades Road – Free 
parking, with lots of shopping and dining opportunities. 
 
*********************************************************************************** 
 

HISTORIAN 
 Gloria A. Underhill, LPN, CTR 

gunderhill@cfl.rr.com 
 

  Members please bring old albums, photos or mementos of previous years to share with everyone at our annual 
meeting in Boca Raton. It’s fun to check out the old hair styles, clothing styles of years gone by! See familiar 
faces and smiling faces of those no longer with us but who added so much to the organization and its 
goals.  Those with cameras who enjoy taking pictures, please do so, so that we may record our current activities 
for future generations to enjoy!  Let’s keep our history up to date and remember to smile, you never know when 
a "shutter bug" may be recording "you" for posterity! 
 
                                        Long live Florida Cancer Registrars Association 
                                           and its dedicated officers and members!  
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2016 NCRA ELECTIONS RESULTS 

 
 
Special congratulations, to our very own FCRA member Barbara J. Dearmon-Daymon, 
BS, CTR who was elected as President-Elect/Secretary of NCRA.  We are so proud of 
her accomplishment and look forward to supporting her as she takes on this very 
important role in NCRA.  She joins the ranks of several FCRA member both past and 
present who have also served as President of our National organization.  We are so proud 
of the Florida registrars who take on this mission to serve as the premier education, 
credentialing, and advocacy resource for cancer data professionals. 

 
********************************************************************************** 

BYLAWS Proposed Change 
Mayra Espino, BA, RHIT, CTR 

mbectr@gmail.com 
 

Current By Law: President-elect/secretary shall be elected for a term of one (1) year. 
Upon expiration of the president-elect/secretary’s term, he or she shall become president 
for a term of two (2) years. In case the office of president-elect/secretary shall become 
vacant by reason of death, resignation, removal or otherwise, the Executive Committee shall hold a special 
election of the members to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term. 
Proposed Change:  President-elect/secretary shall be elected for a term of two (2) years. Upon expiration of the 
president-elect/secretary’s term, he or she shall become president for a term of two (2) years. In case the office of 
president-elect/secretary shall become vacant by reason of death, resignation, removal or otherwise, the Executive 
Committee shall hold a special election of the members to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.  
Rationale: After reviewing the Bylaws changes done last year pertaining to the President’s term of 
office: President-elect/secretary shall be elected for a term of one (1) year. Upon expiration of the president-
elect/secretary’s term, he or she shall become president for a term of two (2) years. It became apparent that 
the president-elect/secretary’s term must match the term of the President’s to insure that there is no gap between 
the year elected president-elect/secretary and he/she becoming president. The total commitment in this 
opportunity would be 4 years (elected 2016/2017 term; serving as president elect/ secretary for 2 years (2016 – 
2018) term; and as president for 2 years (2018/2020) - The Immediate past president is not an elected position 
and do not think it is necessary. It was also proposed that the board eliminate the Immediate Past President and 
then it would only be a 4 year commitment.  This only adds a year to the current commitment. 
Please send any recommendations to email mbectr@gmail.com 
 
********************************************************************************** 

FCRA / FCDS TASK FORCE 
 taskforce@fcra.org 

The main purpose of this task force is to allow for an easy method of 
communicating various issues at both the Cancer Registrars and Central Registry 
level.  This task force will tackle problems such as issue resolution, improvement of 
processes (with the hope of increasing efficiency), and assist in identifying areas of 
educational needs. The task force direct e-mail is taskforce@fcra.org please feel free to 
contact them with any issues you would like the task force to address. 
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Cancer registrars throughout the world will join their colleagues, fellow medical professionals, and 
community leaders to observe the 20th annual National Cancer Registrars Week (NCRW), April 11-15, 
2016. The purpose of NCRW is to emphasize the important role cancer registrars play in capturing the 
data that informs cancer research, prevention, and treatment programs. 

 


