


D O W N L O A D  A V A I L A B L E  A T  F B C H E N D E R S O N . O R G

I n troduction:

Christmas is about God coming to seek unlikely people 
in unlikely places in unlikely ways. Christmas is the 
celebration that God has come to be with us and among 

us. God delights in doing impossible works, through improbable 
people, in totally impractical ways. 

This devotional is written to help you rediscover the truth that 
God has come to meet you exactly where you are. My prayer is that 
God will use this devotional to help you encounter His unyielding 
affection for you in a fresh way.

How to use this devotional:
Each page contains Scripture, a short reflection, and a prayer.
The devotions are intentionally short and meant to be more for 
reflection and meditation than for information.

Tips for those reading it as a family:
Allow children to take turns leading the prayer 
Allow children to read the scripture reference aloud. 
Ask children what Christmas hymns come to mind with each 
reading.



December 1 // The Gospel is Promised // Genesis 3:15

 Christmas is the celebration of the birth of the Messiah - Jesus 
Christ. Christmas is a season of waiting and anticipation. In the Bible, 
prophets anticipated the coming Messiah for centuries. Today, children 
anticipate gifts while grandparents anticipate visits from out-of-
town relatives. Many people even begin preparing and decorating for 
Christmas months ahead of December 25th. 
 However, in the Genesis 3, we see that God is the One who is 
most excited about Christmas. After Adam and Eve sinned, God cursed 
the serpent and predicted the coming of the Messiah, saying:

I WILL PUT HOSTILITY BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN,
AND BETWEEN YOUR OFFSPRING AND HER OFFSPRING.
HE WILL STRIKE YOUR HEAD,
AND YOU WILL STRIKE HIS HEEL. (GENESIS 3:15 CSB)

 Thousands of years before Christ, God was already preparing 
for Christmas. God himself became a man “so that through his death he 
might destroy the one holding the power of death—that is, the devil.” 
(Hebrews 2:14 CSB). Jesus destroyed Satan’s power at the Cross. At His 
resurrection, Jesus struck the head of serpent once and for all. 

 A Prayer:
Almighty God, thank You for keeping Your promise of 
sending the Messiah. Jesus, thank You for Your victory 
over death and sin. Help me to celebrate you more than 
anything else. Amen.



December 2 // Prince of Peace // Isaiah 9:6

“For a child will be born for us, a son will 
be given to us…He will be named Wonderful 
Counselor,  Mighty God, Eternal Father,  Prince 
of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 CSB)

 Christmas is a celebration that God gave His Son for us. 
Jesus, the second Person of the Trinity, who had existed eternally, 
was coming to Earth. Isaiah predicted centuries before His birth 
that Jesus would be called “Prince of Peace”.
 When we think of peace, we think of temporary relief from 
stress. Jesus brings a peace that is complete and that lasts longer 
than any other peace. Jesus came to give us Himself - He Himself is 
true peace!
 Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and he wants to rule our hearts. 
Jesus is not the kind of prince who will share the throne. As he sets 
up his kingdom in our hearts, there are many other princes who 
must be kicked off of the throne. In which area do you need to trust 
Christ today? Are you experiencing the lasting peace of Christ?

 A Prayer:
Jesus, Prince of Peace, I submit to You as King. 
Thank You that when I need peace, You don’t just give me 
advice - You give me Yourself. 
Use me to bring Your peace to others. Amen.



December 3 // The Root of Jesse // Isaiah 11:1 & 10

1. Then a shoot will grow from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch  from his roots will bear 
fruit…10. On that day the root of Jesse will 
stand as a banner for the peoples. The nations 
will look to him for guidance, and his resting 
place will be glorious.

 In Isaiah 10:33-34 God promised to destroy the arrogant 
and cut them down as a forest of trees. In the next chapter, Isaiah 
prophecies that a stump would remain. He refers to this figurative 
stump as the “stump of Jesse”. In the Old Testament, Jesse was the 
father of David, the greatest king in Israel’s history. David was the 
unlikely king, the runt of the litter in his family, yet God blessed 
David and his kingdom. David’s reign marked the height of Israel’s 
history. 
 Isaiah prophesied that from this stump of Jesse will come 
a branch who will bear fruit. Hundreds of years before Christ, God 
promises that the Messiah will stand as a “banner for all peoples 
and that nations will look to him for guidance.” The cross of Christ 
still remains a place for guidance to the nations.
 This passage serves as a reminder that no matter how 
dark and bleak your world may seem, God always has his plan. And 
nothing can stop God’s plan!

 A Prayer:
Father, I praise You for Your plan. 
Thank You that Your plan cannot be stopped. 
Help me to trust You even when it seems like I’m 
surrounded by death. Amen.



December 4 // Angels Visit Mary (Pt 1) // Luke 1:26-30

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent 
by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And 
the angel came to her and said,  “Greetings, 
favored woman! The Lord is with you.” But 
she was deeply troubled  by this statement, 
wondering what kind of greeting this could 
be.  Then the angel told her: “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God.  (Luke 
1:26-30 CSB)

 
 When God came to earth, He chose to come in an unlikely 
way to an unlikely family. In choosing Mary, God was fulfilling His 
promise to provide a King in the line of the house of David.
 Mary was fearful as the angel first greeted her, and she 
wondered what this kind of greeting could mean. Imagine the 
confusion and fear Mary must have felt. We, too, have moments 
where we don’t understand what God is doing. His ways are higher 
than our ways.
 In the face of Mary’s fear (and ours, too), God’s words 
brought her true comfort. The angel told her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God,” (Luke 1:30 CSB).
 Are you in Christ? If so, you can rest assured that God’s 
favor is on you in Christ. That means God will be with you no 
matter what uncertainties lie ahead.

 A Prayer:
God, thank You for Your Words of comfort. 
Help me to believe You today. Amen.



December 5 // Angels Visit Mary (Part 2) // Luke 1:31-33

Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to 
a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David. He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no 
end,” (Luke 1:31-33 CSB)

 
 As the angel Gabriel delivers this good news, Mary begins 
to understand the greatness of God’s plan. Mary knew that her 
ancestor Moses had seen God’s back as he passed by. Now Mary is 
being told that she will get to see God’s face! She was told that her 
Son, Jesus (which means “God saves”), would receive the throne of 
David, Israel’s greatest King!
 Gabriel went on to tell Mary that Jesus would reign over 
the house of Jacob forever. After a lifetime of lying and deceiving 
people, Jacob, the patriarch, wrestled with God. When Jacob realized 
that he could neither defeat nor deceive God, he held on to God and 
begged for God’s blessing. Jacob was brought into God’s family, not 
because of his behavior, but because of faith in God. 
 God told Mary that her Son would reign forever over those 
who have faith in God. Are you in God’s family? Is your faith in the 
Savior, the Son of God?

 A Prayer:
Father, thank You for sending Your Son to us. 
Please forgive me - a lying, deceiving rebel.
Thank You for receiving me through faith in the finished 
work of Christ. Amen.



December 6 // Angels Visit Mary (Part 3) // Luke 1:34-38

 God sent His message of favor and blessing on Mary. She 
was to be the mother of the Son of the Most High! Mary believed 
God, but did not understand how it could be since she was a virgin. 

The angel replied to her: “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to 
be born will be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35 
CSB)

 The God of the impossible would do the impossible through 
his humble servant Mary. As proof that God was able, he told Mary 
that her barren & elderly relative Elizabeth was miraculously 
pregnant. Mary’s faith was fortified as God told her that “nothing 
will be impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37 CSB). Mary responded with 
faith & submission to God. She believed God. 
 We live in a wild, broken world. You will be faced with 
confusing circumstances. You will wonder how God can redeem 
broken relationship and missed opportunities. Choose today to 
respond in faith, trusting the God of the impossible.

 A Prayer:
God, I believe You, help my unbelief.
I am your servant. May Your will be done. Amen.



December 7 // Mary Visits Elizabeth // Luke 1:39-45

 After the angel told Mary she would miraculously give 
birth to a Son, Mary ran to see her elderly relative Elizabeth.  An 
angel had told Mary that Elizabeth was also pregnant by a miracle.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped inside her, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Then she exclaimed with a loud 
cry: “Blessed are you among women, and your 
child will be blessed!” (Luke 1:41-42 CSB).

 Elizabeth’s baby would be John the Baptist. John leaped 
inside his mother’s womb at the mere sound of Mary’s voice! The 
Messiah is coming! Even before his birth, John was pointing to 
Jesus.
 As John the Baptist grew up, it was he who prepared the 
nation of Israel for the Messiah. He preached, “Repent, because the 
kingdom of heaven has come near!”  (Matthew 3:2 CSB).  John was 
content to be a “voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare 
the way for the Lord; make his paths straight!”
 As Christmas approaches, make way for Christ in your life. 
As you visit relatives, may the name of Jesus be on your lips. May 
God use you during this season to point others to the Messiah who 
came as the Savior of the World.

 A Prayer:
Father, give me joy at the sound of Jesus’ Name.
Father, use me to point others to Christ this Christmas. 
Amen.



December 8 // Mary’s Song (Part 1) // Luke 1:46-49

 After receiving a message of God’s favor and future, Mary 
visits her plumping, pregnant relative Elizabeth. Mary’s faith is 
strengthened by seeing Elizabeth, and by Elizabeth’s words of faith 
over her. In response to all this good news, Mary sings a beautiful, 
Scripture-laden song of praise to God:

My soul praises the greatness of the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
because he has looked with favor
on the humble condition of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed, because the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and his name  is 
holy. (Luke 1:46-49 CSB)

 This hymn praises God for his greatness and grace. Mary 
praises God for doing the impossible in her. This song should be the 
song of every Christian. God has looked on your humble condition 
with compassion. Your spirit should rejoice that God the Savior 
has done great things for us. God has done the impossible in you 
- bringing about faith in the Son of God. Rejoice in God’s salvation 
today!

 A Prayer:
My soul praises Your greatness, Lord!
My spirit rejoices in You, my Savior!
Thank you for looking with favor 
On the humble conditions of me, Your servant. Amen.



December 9 // Mary’s Song (Part 2) // Luke 1:50-55

 One of God’s greatest gifts is godly mothers. Mary was a 
Bible-quoting, God-loving kind of mother. This poor, young virgin 
had very little to offer in the world’s eyes. But she was precisely 
the type of woman God chose to be the mother of the Messiah. The 
verses below are from the second half of Mary’s song of praise to 
God. The lyrics are full of Scripture as she praises God:

His mercy is from generation to generation, 
on those who fear him.
He has done a mighty deed with his arm;
He has scattered the proud…
He has toppled the mighty from their thrones
and exalted the lowly.
He has satisfied the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, remembering his 
mercy to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he spoke to our ancestors. (Luke 1:50-55 
CSB)

 Mary loved God’s Word. God’s Word leaked from Mary as she 
sang praise to God. As she faced the impossible task of raising the 
Messiah, Mary looked to and reflected upon God’s Word. Whatever 
uncertainties you are facing, take comfort in the Word of God.

 A Prayer:
You remember Your mercy on Your people.
Help me to glorify You by trusting and delighting in 
Your Words. Amen.



December 10 // Zechariah’s Song // Luke 1:76

 From Genesis onward, God has delighted in doing the 
impossible through unlikely people. The nation of Israel was 
started through an older, barren couple named Abraham and 
Sarah. Abraham believed God’s impossible promise to give him a 
son in his old age and he was counted as righteous. 
 Now hundreds of years later, another couple has just 
received a promised son in their old age. Zechariah and Elizabeth 
would be the parents of John the Baptist, the precursor to the 
Messiah! Zechariah sang these words at the birth of his son, John:

“And you, child, will be called
a prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord
to prepare his ways” (Luke 1:76 CSB)

 Imagine the tears of joy in Zechariah’s eyes as he passed on 
these promises of God to his newborn son. Listen as his raspy voice 
breaks as he sings of God’s plans. Feel the delight in Zechariah’s 
heart as he realizes that John’s miraculous birth and future 
ministry are just the beginning of what God is doing.
 What a beautiful picture of how God takes an ordinary 
couple and does the impossible!

 A Prayer:
God, I don’t always believe your promises.
Thank You for the faith example of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth. Give me a deeper faith in You today. Amen.



December 11 // Joseph’s Dilemma // Matthew 1:18-20

 After the angel told Mary she would miraculously give 
birth to a Son, Mary ran to see her elderly relative Elizabeth.  An 
angel had told Mary that Elizabeth was also pregnant by a miracle.

The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: 
After his mother Mary had been engaged  to 
Joseph, it was discovered before they came 
together that she was pregnant from the Holy 
Spirit. So her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man,  and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, 
decided to divorce her secretly.
But after he had considered these things, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, because what has been 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit (Matthew 
1:18-20 CSB).

 God built into men’s DNA the ability and desire to take 
responsibility for the needs of those around them, especially 
of their family. Much of God’s original design for manliness has 
been marred and blurred. Men like Joseph are rare today. Men 
who protect women and the reputation of women. Men who are 
sensitive to God’s leading.
 Joseph was not a likely candidate to be the earthly father 
of the Messiah. He was not wealthy or politically powerful. Joseph 

 A Prayer:
God, I pray for the men in my life.
Help them to be righteous men.
Help them to be men of faith. Amen.



December 12 // Joseph’s Dream // Matthew 1:20-21

 Joseph was a righteous man. But being a righteous 
person is no guarantee that we will not face difficulties. In fact, 
being righteous is what qualified Joseph for this trial. Joseph had 
discovered that his fiancé was pregnant. Imagine the heartache, 
betrayal, and confusion which Joseph must have felt. 
 After a long day of work and after contemplating the best 
way to handle this heartbreaking news of Mary’s pregnancy, Joseph 
drifted off to sleep. As Joseph slept, God gave him a message in a 
dream, saying: 

Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, because what has been conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 
1:20-21 CSB).

 What a great message! Not only has his fiancé been faithful 
to him, but in addition this child is conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and will be the Messiah. Joseph chose to believe God rather than 
his emotions.
 Christian, you must decide daily to believe God despite 
what it seems is going on. Choose to believe God’s Word, especially 
when it seems like God’s plan is falling apart. 

 A Prayer:
Father, I confess I’m often afraid and don’t know what 
to do next. Give me a deeper faith in Your Word today. 
Amen.



December 13 // Joseph’s Devotion // Matthew 1:24-25

 Believing that Mary had been unfaithful, Joseph had decided 
to divorce Mary secretly. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and told him to marry her. The angel said that 
the child was conceived of the Holy Spirit. Notice Joseph’s devotion 
to God in the actions that followed:

When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s angel 
had commanded him. He married her but did not 
have sexual relations with her until she gave 
birth to a son. And he named him Jesus. (Matthew 
1:24-25 CSB)

 Joseph woke up and did as he was commanded. Joseph 
married Mary. He willingly took responsibility for Mary and this 
unborn child.
 Imagine the faith it took to go ahead with the wedding 
knowing he would be derided by others. Try to measure how 
much trust Joseph had in God as he took Mary as his wife. This 
would mean damage to Joseph’s reputation. It also meant financial 
sacrifice. Yet he married Mary because he feared God more than 
man. 
 Are you more ruled by fear than by faith? Choose today to 
trust God, no matter what it will cost.

 A Prayer:
God, thank You for using simple people like Joseph.
Give me a faith in You that’s stronger than my fear of the 
unknown. Amen.



December 14 // King Caesar Augustus // Luke 2:1, 3

1. In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus  that the whole empire  should 
be registered… 3.  So everyone went to be 
registered, each to his own town, (Luke 2:1, 3 
CSB).

 Caesar Augustus was, at the time, the most powerful man 
in the world. At Caesar’s word, the whole empire was sent to their 
own town to be registered. What great power!
 Yet, what’s incredible in this account is how God knew in 
advance that Mary and Joseph would be forced to travel the 90 
miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem. God used a pagan king’s decree 
to fulfill a prophecy concerning the birth of the Messiah. 
 Jesus is King of the Universe! Yet he came as a camouflaged 
King. Jesus did not explode onto the scene among world leaders, 
Rather, Jesus came as a baby to a humble couple in an obscure, 
quiet town.
 Caesar Augustus was focused on building his own kingdom. 
Sadly, he missed the arrival of the Messiah. May Caesar’s oversight 
serve as a warning for you. May you keep your eyes open for where 
God is at work in unexpected places and in unexpected ways.

 A Prayer:
Jesus, thank You for coming to me.
I confess that my heart struggles to seek You.
Help me to seek first Your kingdom, 
and Your righteousness. Amen.



December 15 // King Herod // Matthew 2:1-3

 Jesus came as a baby. Yet, even as a baby, Jesus was declaring 
war on each of our own little kingdoms.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of King Herod, wise men from the east 
arrived in Jerusalem,  saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews?  For we saw 
his star at its rising and have come to worship 
him.” When King Herod heard this, he was deeply 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. (Matthew 
2:1-3 CSB)

 Notice the difference of attitude between Herod and this 
group of wise men. The wise men left their homes far away and 
came to worship the newborn king. They were stirred to worship. 
 Herod, on the other hand, was deeply disturbed by Christ’s 
birth. Herod felt his kingdom being threatened. Herod’s reaction 
was to protect his own kingdom. Later he would declare war on 
Jesus and all other newborns (see Matthew 2:16). 
 Jesus has come to be Savior and King of your life. Will you 
be like Herod and try to quiet Jesus? Or will you be like the wise 
men who worshiped Jesus?

 A Prayer:
Jesus, You are the only true King.
I confess that at times I’m like Herod, seeking to stop 
You. Forgive me. Give me a heart that adores and 
submits to You. Amen.



December 16 // King Jesus // Revelation 19:13, 16

 In Luke 2, King Caesar Augustus ignored Jesus. To Caesar, 
Jesus was just another person among the many others to be counted 
in his kingdom. In Matthew 2, King Herod felt threatened by Jesus, 
so he tried to stop Jesus. But Jesus is a King who can neither be 
ignored nor stopped. 
 Jesus is such a great King that, even when He was killed, 
death could not hold him (Luke 24:6). Jesus is the living and 
reigning King! In Revelation 19, the Apostle John writes of Jesus’ 
future return:

13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his name 
is called the Word of God…16  And he has a 
name written on his robe and on his thigh: King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. (Revelation 19:13, 16 
CSB)

 Jesus is King of Kings, and His Kingdom will last forever, 
just as the angel told Mary (Luke 1:33).
 Christmas is a celebration that King Jesus came not to 
destroy us, but to invite us back into life under his rule and reign. 
His kingdom is greater than any kingdom, including your little 
kingdom or queendom of “Me”. Will you submit to Jesus today?

 A Prayer:
Jesus, You are King of Kings.
I want You to be the King of my heart.
Help me to submit to You. Amen.



December 17 // Incarnation  // Philippians 2:1-8

 Citizens in westernized cultures are bombarded with 
advertisements to upgrade. All around are messages to upgrade 
everything from your phone, to your flight ticket, to your meal, 
and even your toilet.
 When the Son of God was coming to earth, he did not 
upgrade. In fact, Philippians said that Jesus downgraded:

Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus,
who, existing in the form of God,
did not consider equality with God
as something to be exploited.
Instead he emptied himself
by assuming the form of a servant,
taking on the likeness of humanity.
And when he had come as a man,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death—
even to death on a cross. (Philippians 2:1-8 CSB)

 The word “incarnation” refers to God becoming a man. 
Jesus emptied himself to become a servant. Jesus emptied himself 
by becoming a human. What a downgrade! Jesus downgraded 
himself to the point of death on a cross. Praise God for his grace 
and love for us!

 A Prayer:
Jesus, thank You for emptying Yourself.
Today, help me to empty myself for You.
Fill me up with more of You. Amen.



December 18 // God Among Us // Isaiah 7:14

 When a child is afraid, there is nothing more comforting 
than the presence and embrace of their loving parents. Parents 
throughout the ages have cast out fears of monsters and boogie 
men with the comforting words of “It’s okay. Daddy is here.” Most 
honest adults would even say that there are still scary moments in 
life where they crave the presence of parents or a spouse. 
 Christmas is a celebration that God himself has come to be 
with us. Isaiah prophesied about God coming to us:

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
See, the virgin will conceive,  have a son, and 
name him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 CSB)

 Immanuel literally means “God with us” or “God among 
us”. The good news of Christmas is that God came as a baby to live 
among us. But God did not just come to live among us for some 
33 years or so. God came that we may have eternal life with God 
beginning now and lasting forever. 
 After his resurrection, Jesus gave the Holy Spirit, to all of 
His followers. In the days and years to come you will face many 
dangers. But take heart, Christian. God has come to live among 
you. If you listen closely, you can even hear his whisper.

 A Prayer:
God, thank You for coming to be with us.
I invite You into my life today. 
Help me to hear You and see You. Amen.



December 19 // Unlikely Place: Bethlehem // Matthew 2:6

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means  least among the rulers of 
Judah:
Because out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel. 
(Matthew 2:6 CSB)

 Bethlehem was a poor little town with a huge, rich history. 
Israel’s greatest king, David, was from Bethlehem. David was the 
least likely of kings. Yet God showed His power by establishing 
David’s kingdom.
 When it was time for Mary to give birth, she did so in 
the unlikely little town of Bethlehem. Her son was to be called 
“Wonderful Counselor,  Mighty God, Eternal Father,  Prince of 
Peace” (Isaiah 6:9 CSB). Yet Jesus was not born in the powerful city 
of Rome or even Jerusalem. Jesus came to the quiet, seemingly 
unimportant town of Bethlehem. 
 God still delights in coming to unlikely people in unlikely 
places. Sometimes God comes near when life is quiet. Other times, 
God comes walking in our storms. Will you recognize God when He 
comes near you today?

 A Prayer:
Jesus, because of Your great love, You came to me.
Thank You for meeting me in unlikely places. Amen.



December 20 // Unlikely Place: The Manger // Luke 2:6-7

While they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. Then she gave birth to her firstborn 
son, and she wrapped him tightly in cloth and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them. (Luke 2:6-7 CSB)

 Joseph and Mary had been through a lot over the last few 
months: Their wedding planning was interrupted by the surprise 
news of a son though Mary was still a virgin, surprise visits from 
angels declaring this would be God’s promised Messiah, and a 
ninety mile trip ordered by Caesar Augustus during Mary’s final 
weeks of pregnancy. God was certainly choosing to work in unlikely 
and even uncomfortable ways.
 When the time came, Mary gave birth not in a castle, nor 
a hospital, nor even in the comforts of her home. Rather than 
being surrounded by family and royalty, the young couple was 
surrounded by feeding troughs and animals.
 In this way, the God of the universe chose to enter our 
world. God still chooses to come near to us in unlikely places and 
in unlikely ways. Choose today to see inconveniences and setbacks 
as invitations from God. Listen to God knocking on your heart’s 
door, asking you to let Him in.

 A Prayer:
Jesus,You came to a messy, stinky, forgotten manger,
And you brightened that space and changed it forever.
Please, come and do the same in my heart. Amen. 



December 21 //  Shepherds // Luke 2:8-12

In the same region, shepherds were staying out 
in the fields and keeping watch at night over 
their flock.  Then an angel of the Lord  stood 
before them,  and the glory of the Lord  shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  But the 
angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people: Today in the city of David a 
Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be the sign for you: You will find 
a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a 
manger.” (Luke 2:8-12 CSB)

 Shepherds were often outcasts in first century society. 
Shepherds smelled different. Shepherds acted different. Many 
shepherds probably felt closer to their sheep than they did to other 
people.
 God could have chosen to declare the birth of His Son to 
the rich and powerful. Yet, in His divine grace, God chose to share 
the good news first with lowly shepherds. God loves to use unlikely 
people. It was from these same Bethlehem fields that God had 
called the unlikely shepherd boy, David, to be king. Now, on this 
silent and holy night, God was choosing these shepherds to be the 
first worshipers of the newborn King. And God is calling you to 
worship Christ, too!

 A Prayer:
God, thank You for not overlooking me. 
Thank You for coming to me and inviting me.
Help me to adore Jesus as King of my life. Amen.



December 22 // Peace on Earth // Luke 2:14

 In a quiet field, outside a quiet town, on a quiet night, an 
angel appeared to a group of shepherds proclaiming the birth of 
the Messiah. Then multitudes (literally “thousands”) of angels 
joined in praising God, and saying:

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
peace on earth  to people he favors! (Luke 2:14 
CSB)

 “Peace on earth!” is the message that was proclaimed at the 
arrival of the Messiah. Jesus came not only to be a good teacher or 
good example. Jesus came to bring peace between God and people.
 “Peace on earth!” was also the message Jesus gave to His 
disciples as He was about to depart: “My peace I give to you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives,” (John 14:27 CSB). 
 Jesus came to give us a lasting peace.The world’s peace 
passes away as quickly as the trends and winds change. The peace 
of God is strong enough to pass through any storm, and is bountiful 
enough to last forever.
 As you sing songs of peace this Christmas, may they not be 
empty words. Make them your prayer for God to bring His peace to 
those He has placed in your world.

 A Prayer:
God, all the glory in all the world belongs to you!
Bring Your peace into my life.
Bring Your peace through my life. Amen.



December 23 // Shepherd Messengers // Luke 2:15-18

15 When the angels had left them and returned 
to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what 
has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.”
16  They hurried off and found both Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the 
manger. 17 After seeing them, they reported the 
message they were told about this child, 18 and 
all who heard it were amazed  at what the 
shepherds said to them. (Luke 2:15-18 CSB)

 Excited to see with their eyes what they had heard about 
with their ears, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem. When they 
arrived at the manger, Mary, Joseph, and the baby were there. The 
shepherds then passed on the message which they had received 
from a multitude of angels. All who heard it were amazed.
 These simple shepherds had become messengers of God’s 
good news. God again was using unlikely people in unlikely ways. 
Every time you look at a nativity scene, you are gazing at characters 
that no person would have chosen to be present at the birth of 
the King of the universe. God is still in the business of turning 
shepherds into messengers. Will you allow God to use you to share 
His message today?

 A Prayer:
God, thank You for giving me the message of the good 
news. Let the good news saturate my heart and life.
Use me to share the message with others. Amen.



December 24 // Treasuring Christ // Luke 2:19

 On that first Christmas night, shepherds had arrived at the 
manger proclaiming a message from God’s angels. All who heard 
the shepherds’ message were amazed. Among the mooing cows 
and braying donkeys, there were likely gasps and shouts of joy. 
 Worship is often associated with loud shouts and raised 
hands. Yet in that musky manger, Mary was worshiping in a 
different way as she listened to the shepherds. 

“Mary was treasuring up all these things in her 
heart and meditating on them,” (Luke 2:19 CSB)

 Mary’s response was an inward prayer of meditating on 
all that God had done. Mary reflected on God’s promises to show 
her favor. God had promised to give her a son who would be the 
Savior of the world, and “God with us.” Mary’s faith in the God who 
promised it all had been transformed into sight. 
 As unlikely as all of this had seemed months ago, now Mary 
was seeing that “nothing would be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37 
CSB).
 Take a moment to reflect on the promises that God has 
kept. Meditate on God’s words. May those be the treasures which 
you enjoy most this Christmas.

 A Prayer:
Father, thank You for making a way through Jesus!
Help me to treasure Christ more than anything. Amen.



 A Prayer:
God, You are far more glorious than I will ever know.
I praise You today for all I have seen and heard.
Jesus, You are the King and I love You. Amen.

December 25 // Just As He Promised // Luke 2:20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had seen and heard, 
which were just as they had been told. (Luke 
2:20 CSB) 

 God’s glory is clearly seen in His miraculous works. Perhaps 
even more glorious, however, is God’s power to predict what He is 
going to do before He does it. How glorious it was on that first 
Christmas when the shepherds found everything just as God had 
promised!
 What the shepherds may not of have realized is that God 
had foretold this day long before the angels appeared to them that 
night. Even before Mary found out she would have a son. Even 
before Isaiah prophesied it 700 years earlier. 
 God had been anticipating Christmas longer than anyone! 
In fact, God had promised this day would come all the way back in 
Genesis 3:15 when he told the serpent, “I will put hostility between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. 
He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel,” (Genesis 3:15 
CSB).
 What a glorious God! God not only predicts the solution - 
God Himself is the solution.


