




Note to Grandparents
The grandparent role has changed over the years! Very few individuals have 
the opportunity to grow up knowing their generational heritage. Instead, 
children today often struggle to find consistency and a safe haven in their 
world. You can make a difference in the life of your grandchild,  but it will 
require intentional effort! 

A changing role!
As you have discovered, grandparenting and parenting are very different. As 
a grandparent, you assume the role of influencer rather than controller and 
disciplinarian. Your grandparent role offers a unique opportunity to pro-
vide your grandchild with their identity in the faith and the family. You can 
provide wisdom through the stories you tell and most importantly, you can 
provide your grandchild with unconditional love and acceptance! 

Scriptural encouragement!
“O God, You have taught me from my youth; And to this day I declare Your 
wondrous works. Now also when I am old and gray headed, O God, do not 
forsake me, until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to 
everyone who is to come.” Psalms 71:17-18 

“I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in 
you also.” 
2 Timothy 1:5

Our prayer is that this guide will offer tips and suggestion for you to build 
a spiritual heritage for the next generation through intentional grandparent-
ing!

Special thanks to Nancy Evans, Debra Kramer, and Kathy Noblett for their 
contributions!

Blessings, 

HFBC Children’s Ministry



Day to Day: Grand Parenting …. As You Go!

Testimony from Kathy Noblett – Grandparents today have be-
come experts at creating an atmosphere of entertainment for our 
grandchildren, but what about including them in our lives “as we 
go”.  I remember time spent walking in the footsteps of my gentle 
Granddaddy as he pointed out the difference between a maple and 
an oak tree. I delighted in picking strawberries in my Mammaw’s 
patch.  These precious days together were their loving way of 
teaching me life skills. Now my husband and I can pass on our in-
terests and abilities to the little ones following us. What a blessing!
It has been a joy to share our long family history of gardening and 
our love of nature with our precious granddaughter. There is no 
better gift we can offer her than our time and talents during her 
impressionable years and in the years to come. I challenge all you 
grandparents to create a family heritage by letting your grandchild 
know what you love and spending time doing it with them this 
summer!”

Watch the birds! Let your grandchild fill the feeders and watch for regu-
lar visitors. Take time to enjoy the beauty of God’s creation and take the op-
portunity to speak of God’s beauty beyond the external.  Our awesome God 
has provided for every need of these little visitors so certainly His promise 
of providing for our needs is more evident as we talk about the birds and see 
them caring for their own as well. 

Scripture:  “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more 
value than they?” Matthew 6:26  

Truth to embrace: Encourage a dependence on God as our provider.

Plant a garden! Some children may never experience the joy of growing 
their own food! If your grandchildren are not nearby, make an effort to plant 
on one visit and watch the progress on subsequent visits.  Picking the beans 
and snapping them or pulling up a carrot that was once a microscopic seed 
can bring great joy.  It also puts mundane chores into a Godly perspective!

Scripture: “When you eat the labor of your hands, you shall be happy, and it 
shall be well with you.” Psalm 128:2

Truth to embrace: Work is a blessing!



Identify the flowers! As you walk, talk about the beauty of God’s world 
and pass along your knowledge of perennials or wild flowers growing by the 
roadside.  Many children are not in nature today as you were and God’s natu-
ral beauty has been replaced by a picture of the real creation.  

Scripture: “Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that 
yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind…And God 
saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:11a, 12b  

Truth to embrace: Be forever mindful of our great Creator!

Share Your Passion! If you’re not a nature lover, think of your talents and 
let that passion for creativity overflow to your grandchild! 

Painting! Do you express your joy through painting on a canvas?

Sewing! Is sewing a passing art in your grandchild’s life.

Woodworking! Can you build with wood?

Cooking! What about those family recipes? Pass along the secret ingredient 
to the generations to come.

Home Repair! Let your grandchild help with that fixer upper project.  Re-
member how you loved to drive nails as a child!

Car Repair! Encourage your grandchild to come along side you and tinker 
with your vintage car!

Music! Pass on the wisdom and truth of the old hymns to your grandchild. 
What greater reminder when loneliness creeps into your grandchild’s heart 
than “be not dismayed what ere be tide, God will take care of you!”  or “a 
mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing”…(this may give you a 
chance to add to the vocabulary of your grandchild as well!)

Scripture!  Develop a scripture memorization plan and work with your 
grandchild over FaceTime or the phone.  This will allow you to discuss scrip-
ture and encourage your grandchild’s walk with the Lord.

Missions! Introduce your grandchild to having a heart for the Great Com-
mission by partnering with a missionary family on the field or sponsoring a 
child from another country.  You can send a letter,  pray for needs, share sto-
ries through Facebook posts or missional blogs and send financial support! 
You can even follow disaster relief teams and mission trips in order to help 
your grandchild gain an appreciation for people all around the globe.



Be creative! Even simple chores can become a shared experience where 
you pass on family traditions! Include your precious treasure, your grand-
child, in your walk with the Lord… as you go! 

Be Resourceful!  Christian Bookstores have fun and meaningful crafts in 
the Vacation Bible School section or on the teacher’s resource section of the 
Lifeway VBS website. https://vbs.lifeway.com

Be Fun! Spend special time with each grandchild one on one.  Plan for 
your grandchild to have an extended visit during a holiday break or over the 
summer.  Look for opportunities to discuss God and His love as you play and 
serve together.



Demonstrate How God’s Word Can Provide Comfort 
During Difficult Times!

As you interact with your grandchildren, look for opportunities to encourage 
them with scripture! 

Suggestions for memorizing encouraging verses with you grandchild.

 1. Use your crafting or artistic talent to create a wall hanging of your
                 favorite verse. 
 2. Write the verse on index cards in your own handwriting and 
                 encourage your grandchild to tape it to their mirror and 
                 read it daily. 
 3. Tell a story about how the verse is special to you!
 4. Set the verse to music or create a rap song of your own!
 5. Create a book of scripture promises.
 

Scripture verses that provide encouragement:

“For You are my hope, O Lord God; You are my trust from my youth. By You 
I have been upheld from birth; You are He who took me out of my mother’s 
womb. My praise shall be continually of You. I have become as a wonder to 
many, But You are my strong refuge.” Psalms 71:5-7 

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if any excel-
lence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” Philip-
pians 4:8

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” Gala-
tians 5:22

Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12)



Suggestions for when your Grandchildren live far away!

Getting to really know and bond with your grandchildren when they live out 
of town is a challenge.

Use technology! FaceTime and texting can bridge the distance and keep 
you connected. 

Send a card or letter!  People still love to get mail! Include a scripture 
verse or words of encouragement.  This will provide your grandchildren with 
a lasting reminder of your love and the love of God. 

Send a gift! This doesn’t have to be expensive. Have a favorite book or 
small gift sent directly to your grandchild!  Take advantage of websites like 
Amazon that offer free shipping.

Plan a visit!

Host a Camp! 
Frequent phone calls, visits, and FaceTime help to stay connected, but 
spending real time together without their parents works best! What about 
inviting the grandchildren (perhaps cousins too!) to camp.

Testimony from Nancy Evans: “When my oldest grandchildren 
were young,  we discovered we didn’t truly know our grandchil-
dren well and they didn’t know us or their cousins very well. My 
husband and I decided to have what we called “cousin camp“ that 
year. All the grandchildren (5 at the time) came for a week.  Their 
parents who brought them on a weekend and returned the fol-
lowing weekend to pick them up, got to spend family time with 
their siblings as well. It was such a success we continued every 
year until their junior high years when their schedules became too 
complicated with band camp, cheer, baseball, etc.

Because not all my grandchildren were regular church attenders,  
I planned cousin camp the week of Vacation Bible School. Their 
mornings were filled with learning about God and their afternoons 
and evenings with fun activities that I tried to relate to what 
they had learned. I was blessed one summer to have one of my 
grandchildren accept Christ during VBS at “cousin camp.” I will be 
forever thankful for this blessing! Years later I am now a widow 
but continue to have “cousin camp” for the next group of younger 
grandchildren.” 



Practical Suggestions for hosting your own camp:

Keep it simple! 

Focus on playing! Spend time each day actually playing with your grandchil-
dren! The time together is more memorable than where you go or what you 
do.

 Daytime ideas:
 • Play softball in your backyard
 • Build a fort
 • Ride bikes
 • Draw with sidewalk chalk
 • Go swimming
 • Have water balloon fights

 Evening ideas:
 • Make s’mores
 • Catch fireflies in jars
 • Light sparklers
 • Lay on a blanket, look at stars and TALK, TALK! 
    (Kids love to hear stories about their parents.)

 Bad weather:
 • Have a home movie night! Put a blanket on the family room floor, 
    turn off the lights, serve popcorn, candy, and drinks!

Plan a few outings
 • Fishing Trip- Enlist extra help if you have small kids. Gather poles 
    and bait. Don’t forget BUG SPRAY, sunscreen, and lots of band-aids.
    If you don’t have a pond, someone at church does –just ask. Be sure
    to cook up the catch (have lots of hotdogs available as a back up)

 • Race Track trip- Visit the back lots of Ellis Horse Race Park 
    early in the morning to watch the horses and jockeys work out. 
    Often you can meet the jockeys and talk with them about their 
    jobs and pet the horses.

 • Go Bowling

 • Attend a sporting event

 • Visit the library and pick out books to read together
    (Little ones love this)

 • Take a trip to the Zoo and take a paddle boat ride while there.



Include the grandchildren in the planning: 

 • Have kids plan a meal and help prepare it. Even the boys will 
    enjoy cooking and baking.  Or it can be as simple as decorating 
    slice and bake cookies or cupcakes.

 • Make stepping stones for your garden or for the kids to take home. 
    The stone forms, plaster, and decorative stones can be purchase 
    cheaply at Walmart or local craft store.

 • Make memory items to commemorate your camp experience 
    and share the experience with the parents!
  – Take pictures and help the kids make small scrapbooks 
     of summer camp activities. 
  – Make Christmas ornaments together. 
  – Decorate camp T-Shirts.  (Example: I Survived Cousin
     Camp 1999!)

 • Put on a play for parents when they return. Let the older children
    write a play or adapt a favorite story or movie. Provide dress-up 
   clothes and old jewelry for costumes and large boxes and markers
   or crayons for set design. Have the grandchildren make invitations.
   Have popcorn and drinks also. ( It will probably be bad but they love
   the planning and a few moments of fame.)

Stay encouraged! As you plan your cousin camp remember Proverbs 16:3, 
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”  A week 
of many grandchildren will be challenging and exhausting, but you will grow 
closer to your grandchildren  and  be blessed beyond measure. You will also 
be drawn closer to the Lord as you depend on Him even more. Hold and 
snuggle with the kids. Enjoy this special time.


