TEACHING WHAT YOU
HAVE LEARNED

commands or behaviors found in the
text - see S.P.A.C.E.P.E.T.S.)

Write out your lesson!
If at all possible, avoid reading your
lesson directly from the study guide.
You can read a quote if something
was particularly well written, but the
passage you read should be short and
significant. While you can occasionally
reference the commentary or make
a statement about the commentaries
disagreeing, you should always speak
from your own insights and opinion,
based on your studies, as affirmed by
the commentary.

F. Application - while your discussion and teaching will yield personal
application throughout the lesson,
you should have two to four take
away points of application. This
is sometimes referred to as the “so
what?” of the lesson. Why was the
text included in Scripture? How can
we personally apply the text to our
walk with the Lord? You can ask this
of the class, but you should already
have a few application points in
mind.

A. Begin with the lesson title, passage of Scripture and main idea– this
provides focus and will be the point
you want to drive home with the
group.
B. Determine how much of the passage the class will read. This may be
the entire focal passage or you may
want to expand it for context and or
clarity. You may want to eliminate
some reading and simply summarize
some sections. Determine if you will
read the passage as a whole or break
up the readings in sections.
C. Determine how you will introduce the passage and or focus of
the lesson. What questions can you
ask to get people thinking about the
topic at hand?
D. Remind the class of the context
and read the text.
E. Ask open-ended questions to
encourage discussion and/or deeper
discovery of the text. Typically, these
can be who, what, where, when, why,
and how questions. Try to limit
questions for which you are looking
for a specific answer (though these
are good to ask in order to highlight

G. Put in an opening and
closing prayer.
Review your lesson! Walk back
through the lesson outline and check
for clarity and continuity. Picture how
you will transition from the readings to
the discussion questions and add any
transition phrases or Scripture reading
to improve the flow of the lesson and
thought process.
Pray! Ultimately, you want the Lord to
be glorified and He will be the one to
bless your study efforts! Call on Him to
guide you in your teaching!
And the things that you have heard from
me among many witnesses, commit
these to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also.
-2 Timothy 2:2

Model sound teaching! Remember your
ultimate goal as a teacher is to cultivate a
hunger for the word! Encourage your
students to feed themselves through
personal study of the word!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work. – 2 Timothy 3:16-17

GETTING STARTED
What will you need? A Bible in an
easy to understand translation, a pen
and a journal.
PRAYER
The Holy Spirit is the author of the
text, so you must begin with humility, confession, and longing in order
to sense the author’s presence as you
read! Ask God to:
• Open your eyes to the truths
found in Scripture.
• Open your mind to provide
understanding of His Word.
• Open your heart to the
application of His Word.
• Help you delight in the study
of His Word.
STEP 1: OBSERVATION - WHAT
DOES THE PASSAGE SAY?
Reading - Choose a passage or book
and read it multiple times, perhaps in
a variety of translations.
As you read, note questions or insights you gain about the content,
context, and flow.
Underline words or statements for
deeper study.
Pause to consider each word more
carefully.
Do you need more information about
names, places, or customs that are
mentioned?
Write down questions to consider in
the next step, interpretation.
STEP 2: INTERPRETATION WHAT DOES THE PASSAGE
MEAN?
The interpretation step should provide
answers to your observation questions. You will want to answer major
questions of who, what, where, why,
and when?

Understand the context! Review the
the promise. Every promise has a
events or reasoning leading up to and
premise!
just beyond the chosen passage and
3. Is there an ATTITUDE to
summarize in two or three statements.
change? Is there something you
You may want to consult a study Bible
need to think about differently? Do
and read the introduction to the book
you need to work on a negative atto discover author,
titude, worry, guilt,
audience, theme,
fear, loneliness,
This Book of the Law shall not depart
and setting. Add
bitterness, pride,
from your mouth, but you shall medany insights you
apathy, or ego?
itate on it day and night, so that you
glean to your notes. may be careful to do according to all
4. Is there a COMthat is written in it. For then you will
MAND to obey? Is
make your way prosperous, and then
Consult a Bible
there a command
you will have good success.
dictionary to
you need to obey,
–Joshua 1:8
look up any words
no matter how you
or customs with
feel?
which you are unfamiliar. Add any
5. Is there an EXAMPLE to follow?
insights you glean to your notes.
Are there positive examples to follow or negative examples to avoid?
Cross-reference other relevant texts.
6. Is there a PRAYER to pray? Paul,
Are there any passages of Scripture
David, Solomon, Elijah, and Isaiah,
found elsewhere in the Bible that
among others, pray in the Bible.
would add to the clarity or application
You can use their prayers and know
of the passage? If so, add these to your
that they’ll be answered because
notes as well.
they’re in the Bible and in God’s
will.
Finally, determine how the passage
7. Is there an ERROR to avoid? It’s
fits into God’s greater redemptive plan
wise to learn from experience, and
- the gospel.
STEP 3: APPLICATION - HOW
DOES IT WORK IN MY LIFE?
Bible study is incomplete until you
have thought through how to apply
the particular passage to your life.
Use the S.P.A.C.E.P.E.T.S. acronym, to
reveal application of the passage.
1. Is there a SIN to confess? Does
God’s Word make you aware of
something you need to make right
with God?
2. Is there a PROMISE to claim?
There are more than 7,000 promises in God’s Word! Ask yourself
if the passage you’ve read contains
a universal promise. Ask whether
you’ve met all the conditions of

it’s even wiser to learn from the
experience of others! We don’t have
time to make all the mistakes ourselves. So what can you learn from
the mistakes of those in Scripture?
8. Is there a TRUTH to believe?
Often, we’ll read something in
Scripture that we can’t do anything
about. We simply have to believe
what it says about God the Father,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the past, the
future, Heaven, Hell, or other topics in the Bible.
9. Is there SOMETHING for which
to praise God? You can always find
something in a passage you can be
grateful to God for, like something
God has done or protected you
from.
Every question in this list has a verb in
it; there is something you can do associated with them. Prayerfully choose a
couple points of application and write
them in your Bible or put them on a
note card you keep with your Bible as
a reminder of your commitment to be
a “doer of the Word!”

