
 

Keith Ferguson,  
Wade Longcrier, and Scott  

Ward will assume programming  
coordination and staff leadership. 

Mike Calhoun will continue providing 
leadership for Financial Administration. 

Mark Nesbit will continue to coordinate  
Pastoral Care ministries. 

The Forerunner Ministry will continue while the Cannons  
are away but on a much-reduced summer schedule.   

During Dr. Taylor’s 
absence, the church staff 
will give leadership to 
the overall church 
responsibilities.

Pastoral 
Sabbatical 

Guide

First Baptist Carrollton  
2400 North Josey Lane
Carrollton, Texas 75006

fbcc.org

Church at The Fields
1401 Carrollton Parkway 
Carrollton, Texas 75010

fieldschurch.net

Please pray for our 
church during this  

season of sabbatical. 

• Pray for more people to be reached with the  
 message of the gospel.

• Pray for Ernest Baylor as he preaches the majority of  
 Sundays while I am away.

• Pray for the church staff as they shoulder  
 extra responsibilities.

• Pray for summer youth and children’s activities. 

• Pray for unity in the body of Christ, our church.

• Pray for our church to ever grow in commitment and  

 intensity toward ministry and mission beyond the walls of  
 our church. Pray our testimony in the community and to the  
 ends of the earth would speak to our love for the Savior  
 and the world He died to save. 

• Pray we will grow in our love for one another as believers  
and members of this church family. Pray our fellowship  
together would be a powerful testimony to the community. 

• Pray for our church as we prepare to make this important  
transition to the new campus.

• Pray the Lord of the Harvest would empower us to reach 
more people with the message of Jesus Christ.  

God moves in response to the prayers of His people.

July 15-August 19, 2018
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Dear Church Family, 

The first Sunday in April 2018 marked 19 years I have had the honor 
and privilege of being the Pastor of First Baptist Carrollton and 
Church at The Fields. Combined with my service before becoming 
pastor, I have been associated with this church for 26 years. This 
church is not only my church home, but is also my family. It is the 
only church my kids have ever known, and we hold it dearly in our 
hearts. These have been blessed years for which I am grateful to the 
Lord and to my church family for the privilege of serving with such 
gracious and kind people.

On April 8, our Personnel Committee announced the implementation 
of a sabbatical policy. After studying many churches of similar size 
and faith, they concluded a sabbatical policy was something our 
church needed for our ministry staff. The policy is for our associate 
pastors and is based on tenure. Over the next six years, each of our 
associate pastors will be required to take a time of sabbatical for 
spiritual refreshment and encouragement. 

At the insistence of the Personnel Committee and in this season 
of life and ministry with you, I have scheduled and planned a 
sabbatical. This is not an extended vacation, though it does 
provide rest and rejuvenation. For a minister, a sabbatical 
is a time to break from the regular duties of ministry 
in order to be refreshed and refocused for another 
season of ministry. For many, it includes time 
to focus on a particular area of ministry or  
personal growth.

Gregg Matte, pastor of First 
Baptist Church Houston, 
once wrote about his 
sabbatical. I love 
what he said:

A message
from 

Dr. Taylor

People 
are often  

confused about 
what that really 

means. Some think it is a 
spiritual way to say ‘vacation’ 

while others picture me imitating 
John the Baptist, eating locusts and 

wild honey in the woods somewhere. 
So I thought I would take a brief moment to 

describe the ‘why’ of my time away. The ‘why’ is 
to refill my tanks emotionally, spiritually,  

intellectually, and physically. Ministry is a calling that 
requires continual outflow spiritually and socially.  

My weeks away give me a chance to have ‘inflow’ that  
doesn’t have to become ‘outflow’ by Sunday.

Gregg Matte, pastor of First Baptist Church Houston

I am not the only person taking a sabbatical this year.  
The Personnel Committee has also asked Rip and Nan Cannon  

to take a sabbatical as well. After 43 years of ministry, I know  
you will agree they have earned some time away. 

 They plan to be gone from July 1 into early August. 

The Personnel Committee has recommended I take my sabbatical  
July 15 and return to the pulpit on August 26. I have agreed  

to the timing and want you to know what to expect.

Below are some of my goals  
during this upcoming sabbatical:

• Reflect and journal on the past 19 years of ministry, taking  
 note of successes, failures, and hopes for the future.

• Take time to read the Bible, pray, and hear from   
 the Lord. Being able to do so without the urgency 
 of writing sermons each week is something I 
 am most excited about for my own  
 personal spiritual growth. I intend to 
 revitalize and renew my own life in  
 prayer communion with the Lord.

I am very  
excited to have our 

friend, Ernest Baylor, 
preaching for most of the  

weeks I am out. I guarantee  
you will be blessed by his ministry. 

Thank you for affording me the opportunity to 
be refreshed and refocused in this way. I cherish 

your prayers and this brochure contains important 
information on ways you can pray during these days.  

God has a great plan for our church and I am grateful to  
partner in the Gospel with people like you.

The best is yet to come!

Pastor Brent Taylor 

• Take care of my family. Ministry is demanding and hard  
 on family life. We will take time to focus on the next stages  
 of life as a family. My family loves our church and we thank  
 you for loving us.

• Visit other places of worship. I look forward to visiting   
 various churches to hear from the Lord and learn new  
 ideas and best practices for our church’s future.

• My main focus is to try to turn off the noise of a busy life 
 to hear more clearly from the Lord. I believe this will  
 benefit myself, my family, and this church I love so dearly.

 
While I am away on Sabbatical,  
please pray for the following:
Significant Time with the Lord
Sabbatical is an opportunity for a deep breath and extended time  
with Jesus outside of the everyday rhythms and the weight of  
ministry, teaching, and leading. Please pray for:

• Significant, unhurried time with Jesus  
 and in His Word
• Ears to hear everything the Holy Spirit  
 has for me
• Focused time in the study and  
 application of prayer
• A refueling of my heart,  
 passion, and vision

Refueling Time with Family
Throughout the  
summer, I will invest  
intentional time  
connecting 
with my  
family.  
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