
Why Churches Grow 
by Ferman Carpenter, Round Rock, Texas 

(Editor’s note:  This article by a long-time friend and gospel preacher seems appropriate to our current 
emphasis on outreach and evangelism.  Please read it carefully and consider the points made!) 

Over the last few years, numerous books and articles have been written about why churches grow 
(or don’t grow).  They have offered all kinds of solutions to the problems of declining church growth.  
Some of their ideas are: 

Bigger buildings  /  Better location  /  Good publicity  /  Plenty of parking  /  Better-qualified staff 

All of these are good, and, if possible, churches need to have them.  But when we look at the book 
of Acts, we see that the church described there grew because of some other reasons.  Let’s consider 
some of them: 

1. They preached the simple message of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:22-28).  Their efforts were 
not directed at preaching social reform or some kind of revolutionary new gimmick to try on 
the people.  Salvation was (and still is) man’s greatest need and they preached the mes-
sage of the one who could provide it. 

2. They enjoyed each other’s fellowship (Acts 2:43-46).  They spent a lot of time together 
even when they were not in the public assembly.  They ate, prayed, and studied together.  
They shared their possessions. 

3. They had a common purpose (Acts 4:32).  This verse says, “And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and one soul.”  When people are held together by like-
mindedness and common purpose they are a powerful and successful force. 

4. They were respected by outsiders (Acts 5:13).  There was something about that group of 
Christians that commanded the respect of non-christians.  Their work, morality, zeal, dedica-
tion, and spirituality seemed to make them much better than thouse outside of Christ. 

5. They were committed (Acts 5:29).  After being put in jail and being threatened, Peter said, 
“We must obey God rather than men.”  Christianity was not (and is not now) a practice 
based on convenience or the mood of the one claiming to be a Christian, but on giving 
ourselves totally to the obedience of God’s will – whatever the cost. 

6. They practiced evangelism everywhere every day (Acts 8:1-4).  Those who were scat-
tered as the result of the persecution “preached the word wherever they went.”  Preaching 
and teaching Jesus was not limited to an apostolic hierarchy, but all taught as they had 
opportunity. 

We can see that church growth in the New Testament was not the result of abundant church staffs, 
big buildings, or good locations, but by every Christian being dedicated to the cause of Christ and un-
swerving in his desire as he had talent and opportunity. 

Communion Preparation 
Available on the table in the foyer 

Nursery 
22 Kelley Branch 
29 Donna Hagin 
Visitors’ Center 

29 Kathleen Johnson/ 
Denise Greene 

November 
5 Allene Scoma/Theresa Green 

12 Toni Stinson/Janis Libby 
19 Carla Sorrell/Linda Johnson 

Care of Building 
16-31 Andy Johnson/Steve Esler 

Nov 1-15 Stan Mitchell/ 
Dennis Graham 

16-30 Eric Hagin/ 
David Poskevich 

Media Center 
22nd 

Sound Board — DJ Phillips 
Streaming — Holden Cella 

Projector — Steve Esler 
29th 

Sound Board — Jon Buckner 
Streaming — Steve Esler 
Projector — Eric Hagin 

Nov 5th 
Sound Board — DJ Phillips 
Streaming — Steve Esler 
Projector — Eric Hagin 

 
Wednesday Devotionals 

October 25 — Keith Killingsworth 
November 1 — Ethan Boelsterli Records You Made – October 15, 2023 
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10 am Worship                              165-16 Units Online   
5 pm Worship                                  60-11 Units Online 
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October 
Birthdays 

 
22  

Jedidiah Cella 
23 

Jake Garner 
24 

Curtis Hurt 
25 

Jimmy Garner 
Staci 

 Killingsworth 
27 

Terri Durden 
Emily Hagin 

Joan Poskevich 
Tina Russell 

28 
Andy Johnson 

29 
Andrew 

 Williams 
30 

Joshua Kelly 
 

WATCH! The Fountain of Life 
With  Larry Acuff 

Saturdays at 7 am on channel 57 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way  
With  Phil Sanders 

Sunday at 7:30am, Sta ons 69 or 45 

Bible Bowl & Snacks 
October  

22 – Yvonne Bettis 
29 – Michele Chapman 

 
November 

5 – Susie Graham 
12 – Susan Pelfrey 
26 – Sandy Garner 

Worship Assignments 
Call to Worship -  

Jonah Dawes 
Scriptures - Peyton Nash 

Song Leader -  
Stan Mitchell 

Prayer - Tom Durden 
Lord’s Supper -   

John Parker 
Usher - Austin Tittle 

Sermon - Dave Rogers 
Closing Prayer - 

JD Branch 
 

Evening 
4th Sunday Potluck &  
Singing after Lunch 

No PM Worship 



WELCOME, VISITORS! 
We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today.  Please stay for a few minutes after worship so we can get 
acquainted with you, and you with us.  Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the back of the pew in front of you 
and place it in the offering plate.  We have an attended nursery and a training/cry room available. 

Today’s sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com    click on “live broadcast.” 

Calendar Events 
Today - 4th Sunday Covered Dish 

Meal (No PM Service) 
October 29 - Trunk-n-Treat after the 

PM Service 
 

Nov 5 - Daily Light 
Saving Time Ends 

 
November 18, 2 - 4:30pm — 

ThanksSinging! 

October Youth Calendar 
  

15 TeenSing at the Pakiz home 
21 Youth Day at Oak Hill COC 

28 Uncle Shuck’s 
 Corn Maze  

& Haunted Trail 
 

    
October 29      

 
 
 

 

Area Wide Church Events 
October 28 — Griffin COC Ladies’ Prayer Break-

fast, Speaker: Mary Smith  
November 4 — Buford Ladies’ Day,  

Speaker: Kathy Ferguson 
November 10-11 — Peachtree City Church of 

Christ will have a Holiday Market  
They are looking for vendors with  

home-based businesses. Everyone is invited.  
No vendor fee.  If you are interest call or text Gail 

Sims 404 583-8339  
or Regina Jennings 205 826-0430.  

 

 
Keep in Prayer 
Jeanelle McNease – Is in Emory Hospital with 
high blood pressure. 
RuPearl Sharpe – Awaiting results from a biopsy. 
Jenene Johnson – Tara Nash’s mother has 
been diagnosed with cancer.   
Sue Riley – Is recovering at home after surgery 
last week. 
Sally Wallace – Is recovering at home after 
surgery last week. 
Maggie Miller – Is having migraines again. 
Marlene Etheridge – Was admitted to Piedmont 
Fayette Hospital on Thursday with kidney stones. 

Members Who Need Prayers  
Tom & Cristy Belk, Arnie & Maggie Miller, Melinda 
Armstrong, Margie Fields, Jim Pelfrey, Ginny 
Couch, Annette Butler, Brenda Mitchell, Paul & 
Decieta Lyons, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, Ray 
Russell, Yvonne Bettis, Ivan Gonzalez, RuPearl 
Sharpe, Brian Harris 
 
Continue Prayers for: 
Doris Buckner – Doris Buckner c/o Palmetto 
Parks, 519 Perkins Road, Unit #137, Palmetto, 
GA  30268 
Burma Chapman – Hope Center Memory Care, 
355 Brandywine Blvd, Sunny Suite #10, 
Fayetteville, GA 30214.  Visitors are welcome. 
Mary Lawrence – Fayetteville Center for Nursing 
& Healing, 110 Brandywine Blvd, Fayetteville, 
GA  30214 
Shut-ins: 
Harry & Mattie Williams, Ruby Fowler, and Estell 
Higginbotham 
Our Missionaries and their families: 
Graham & Beth McDonald – Scotland, 
Victor & Esperanza González Geronimo – 
Mexico 
Scott & Rebecca Shanahan – Italy 
 

Others With Health Problems: 
Susan Little (Jenny Gwinn’s family), Jonelda Hut-
son (Susan Smith’s family), Karen Lepore (Giuli 
DeBrown’s mother), Aukse Harris (Linda Arm-
strong family), Mark & Kim Royal (Allene Scoma’s 
family), Jerry & Lil Cauthen (Joan Poskevich’s 
bro./sis.-in-law), Bridget Sharpe (Rick’s sister), 
Evelyn King (Annette Butler’s aunt), Candy Krafft 
(Giuli DeBrown’s cousin), Anthony Ravenell, Patri-
cia Walker (Mattie Williams’s sister); Catherine 
Burton (Jeanelle McNease’s stepmother); Karen 
Gower (Holley Dalman’s mother); Joyce Brown 
(Janine Esler’s grandmother); Benson Smith 
(Harry’s brother); Myrtie Robinson (Sue Riley’s 
sister); Jackie Couch (Ginny’s husband); Xernona 
Fortson; Ruth King (Melanie Boelsterli’s aunt); 
Frankie Griffin (RuPearl Sharpe’s sister); Lamar 
Elder; Carol Waites (Connie Kelly’s sister); Shirley 
Johnson (Andy’s mother); Bob & Nancy Neff (Amy 
Nash’s parents); Irving & Cornelia Rose (Larry’s 
parents); and Joe & Judy Hand (Scoma family). 

Welcome to our Family! 
Brandi Moore 

201 Edna Ruth Lane 
McDonough, GA  30253 

334 531-0212 

 

Members Directory Update 
 
The online church directory is up for you to 
use.  If your email address is in the system 
you should have received a welcome email 
from “Lightpost” asking you to “Create a 
New Password”.  If you did not receive this 
email let the church office know so we can 
get it corrected. This system is email access 
only for your security. 

Congratulations 
We are excited to welcome the new-

est member to the Buckner family! Benjamin 
Beau Buckner was born October 14th.  He 
weighs 7 lbs., 13 oz and is 19.5 inches long.   

175 Stoneridge Way 
Fayetteville, GA  30215 


