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Basic Facts from...The REVELATION par o)

by Dave Rogers

Taken together, Revelation 15-16 form “the beginning of the end” of the visions John
sees of God’s judgement against the world. The seven plagues these chapters depict rep-
resent God's “perfect” (complete, full) wrath. The praises in 15:2-4 come from those who
have emerged victorious over the “beast;” now, they are seen standing on God's side of
the sea. The “song of Moses...and the Lamb” unites the faithful of both old and new testa-
ments in one whole — “the saved” — and it celebrates the mercies of God, not the victory of
those singing it. John also says these are the “last” plagues; pouring out these “bowls” (16:1)
is the final expression of God's wrath in judgement (but not the completion of it).

At this point, the opportunity for repentance has passed as final judgement has
begun: The redeemed are exalted and God's judgement is finished.

The eight verses of chapter 15 introduce the bowls of wrath to be emptied in chapter
16. The fact that there are seven plagues suggests that they represent the “fullness” of
God's wrath (i.e., “all of it") against a sin-hardened and impenitent world. The image of a
“sea” that looks like glass mingled with fire is thought to represent the peace experienced
by Christians who had endured fiery trials (cf. 1 Peter 4:12). In chapter 4, the sea separat-
ed people from the transcendence of God, but here those who died in faith are able to ap-
proach Him (NOTE: Christians already possess this privilege, through prayer). In Revela-
tion 21:1, the sea will no longer exist; when the saints are perfectly united with the Father,
all separation will have ended!

The “harps of God” in vs. 2 symbolize praise. Combining references to both Moses
(the servant of God) and Jesus (‘the Lamb”) emphasizes deliverance for all the redeemed
of both covenants (with no separation between them). The song here praises God's works,
ways, name, and acts, and vs. 4 complements Philippians 2:11, and echoes passages
such as Psalm 11:2 & 139:14, Amos 4:13, Deuteronomy 32:4.

The angels in 15:5-8 are the same as in vs. 1, and the “temple of the tabernacle of
the testimony” looks back to the old testament's symbols of the presence of the Almighty.
The angels’ appearance in vs. 6 reminds readers of old testament priests (Note Hebrews
1:14 - like priests, angels are ministering servants on behalf of the saints). The smoke
John sees in vs. 8 looks back to 2 Chronicles 5:13-14, where smoke was the visual
“evidence” of God's presence in the temple. The fact that “no one was able to enter” sug-
gests that at this point His judgement cannot be averted even by repentance; old testament
priests could enter the tabemacle/temple to offer intercession, but that privilege is no long-
er possible here.

Like the trumpets, the seven bowls of wrath in 16:1-21 lead up to and end with a
scene of judgement. They are emptied on those who have the “mark of the beast,” but
where the trumpets called for repentance, these bowls express judgement when the time
for repentance has passed.

WELCOME,

We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today.

VISITORS!

Please stay for a few minutes after worship so we can get

acquainted with you, and you with us. Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the back of the pew in front of you

and place it in the offering plate. We have an attended nursery

and a training/cry room available.

Today's sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com 1 click on “live broadcast.”

Family Matters
Keep in Prayer
Jeanelle McNease - Is in Piedmont Fayette
Hospital with health issues.
Margie Fields —Is in Piedmont Fayette Hospital
with health issues.
Sue Riley — Is scheduled for surgery October
11th at City of Hope Hospital in Newnan
Sally Wallace — Will have surgery October 16t.

Members Who Need Prayers With Health
Issues:

Jim Pelfrey, Ginny Couch, Annette Butler, Brenda
Mitchell, Paul & Decieta Lyons, Dennis & Marlene
Etheridge, Ray & Tina Russell, Yvonne Bettis,
Amie & Maggie Miller, lvan Gonzalez, RuPearl
Sharpe, Brian Harris, Tom Belk

Continue Prayers for:

Burma Chapman - Hope Center Memory Care,
355 Brandywine Blvd, Sunny Suite #10,
Fayetteville, GA 30214. Visitors are welcome.
Mary Lawrence — The Oaks at Fayetteville,
1294 Hwy 54, Room 107, Fayetteville, GA
30214. Visitors are welcome!

Doris Buckner — Palmetto Parks c/o Doris
Buckner, 510 Perkins Road, Unit #137, Palmet-
to, GA 30268

Shut-ins:
Harry & Mattie Williams, Ruby Fowler, and Estell
Higginbotham

Missionaries and their families:

Graham & Beth McDonald-Scotland,

Victor & Esperanza Gonzélez Geronimo-Mexico
Scott & Rebecca Shanahan-ltaly

Others With Health Problems:

Bridget Sharpe (Rick's sister), Evelyn King
(Annette Butlers aunt), Candy Krafft (Giuli
DeBrown's cousin), Cathy Steinbach (Debbie
Walding’s sister); Mark & Kim Royal (Allene
Scoma); Anthony Ravenell, Aukse Harris (Linda
Armstrong's adopted daughter); Jerry Cauthen
(Joan Poskevich's brother); Patricia Walker
(Mattie  Williams's  sister); Catherine Burton
(Jeanelle McNease's stepmother); Karen Gower
(Holley Dalman’s mother); Joyce Brown (Janine
Eslers grandmother); Benson Smith (Harry's
brother); Myrtie Robinson (Sue Riley's sister);
Jackie Couch (Ginny's husband); Xernona Fort-
son; Ruth King (Melanie Boelsterli's aunt); Frankie
Griffin (RuPearl Sharpe’s sister); Lamar Elder;
Carol Waites (Connie Kelly's sister); Shirley John-
son (Andy's mother); Bob & Nancy Neff (Amy
Nash's parents); Irving & Cornelia Rose (Larry's
parents); Lil Cauthen (Poskevich family); and Joe
& Judy Hand (Scoma family).

Welcome to our Family

Carla Condemarin
210 Pebble Beach Drive
Fayetteville, GA 30215

470 860-3872

Calendar Events

Today - Evangelism Training
Bring finger foods for the 6pm session.
September 24 - 4th Sunday Covered Dish Meal,
followed by our PM Song Service.

Bring lunch for yourself and some to share with our
visitors! (There will be no 5:00 PM service on the 24th.)

October 29 - Trunk n Treat after the PM Service
November 18, 2 - 4:30pm - ThanksSinging

Church of Christ Area Wide Events
October 14 — Ladies’ Day at Conyers
October 19-22 - 51st World Mission Forum

at Forest Park COC

15 - Jeanelle McNease
22 - Yvonne Bettis
29 — Michele Chapman

Bible Bowl

& Snacks

September

17 - Samantha Phillips November

5 -Susie Graham
12 - Susan Pelfrey
26 - Sandy Garner

24 - Crystin Gulledge
October
1 - Catherine Harris
8 — Tina Russell

Youth Calendar

September
20 — Family Fellowship Meal
(Bring your dinner and join us)
22-24 — “Deep” Youth Experience in Leeds, Al




