
Modified 
Worship Schedule: 

Sunday AM and PM Services and 
Wednesday Evening Bible Classes 

are being conducted online only:  
Please go to www.fcoc.com for 

further details. 
“In Person” worship services will 

resume on MAY 3rd 

Records You Made – May 3 
Bible Classes                                     n/a 
10 am Worship                55 & online 
  5 pm Worship                               27 & online 
Offering                          10,008.00 
Wednesday Bible Study                           online 

Our Mission Works 
Graham & Elizabeth McDonald - Scotland 

Raintree Village Children’s Home 
Georgia School of Preaching-

South Metro Campus 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Communion Preparation 
May - Individual Sets 

June - Needed 
July -  Shelby & Kyndal Garner 

 
Nursery 

(closed for now) 
 

Care of Building  
1-15 Hugh Kelly/Steve Hopkins 

16-31 Andy Johnson/ 
Bobby Johnson 

 
Media Center Helpers 
5/3 & 10 Brad Hopkins 

17 & 24 Reggie Graham 
31 & 6/7 Ben Rogers 

 
Wednesday Evening  Devotional 

5/6 Dale Findley 
13 Tom Durden 
20 Rick Sharpe 
27 Ron James 
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WATCH! 
The Fountain of Life 

With Larry Acuff 
Saturdays at 7 am on channel 57 

 

Dennis Graham 
Eric Hagin 

David Hopkins 
Hugh Kelly 

Andy Johnson 

Stan Mitchell 
David Poskevich 

Anthony Ravenell 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Deacons 

Ministers: 
Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

 
Office Administrator: 

Susie Graham 
celiagraham@bellsouth.net 

 Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10am-3pm 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

www.Facebook.com/Fayettevillecoc 
 

worth noting that Nehemiah first “surveyed” the situa-
tion before challenging the people, so that he could 
speak accurately and with personal knowledge of 
what he proposed to do. 

The record of rebuilding of the city wall comes in 
Nehemiah 3, and the important point here is opposi-
tion, among both the “neighbors” and even from 
some of the Jewish leaders.  Some of the leadership 
passively resisted Nehemiah’s plan by simply refus-
ing to help in the work (3:5 – compare their example 
to that of Rephaiah in vs. 9, who was “ruler of half of 
Jerusalem”).  In chapter 4 we find the idolatrous Sa-
maritan Sanballet and his Ammonite helper Tobiah 
trying to stop the reconstruction work, first with mock-
ery and ridicule (verses 1-3), then with conspiracy 
and rumor (verses 7-8) and finally by threats and in-
timidation (verses 11-12).  Instead of allowing these 
problems to hinder their efforts, Nehemiah simply 
posted half his forces on guard each day while the 
other half worked on the wall (4:21).  The summary 
statement of this chapter comes in verse 6; they 
were able to get the job done because “the people 
had a mind to work.”  The attitude of “the people” 
makes a huge difference in whether or not God’s 
kingdom prospers! 

Chapter 5 shows us the ultimate resolution to 
the problem of opposition in the work of God’s peo-
ple, and provides a lesson in how brethren should 
treat one another.  Some of the returnees had taken 
unfair (and unlawful) advantage of each other, profit-
ing at the expense of their own people, which was a 
violation of God’s law (5:7).  Nehemiah is officially 
made governor of the region in verse 14, which 
prompted a conspiracy against him by Sanballet and 
Tobiah in chapter 6.  It is often the devil’s way to try 
to remove the “key person” in a good work (6:2-3), 
whether by harm to the individual or by temptation 
(and the subsequent harm to his influence and  repu- 

(Continues on page 2) 

The events in the book of Nehemiah resulted from 
a report of bad spiritual and physical conditions in 
Judah, brought by one of the prophet’s 
“brethren” (Hanani – this word could refer to Nehe-
miah’s biological brother, but it is more likely a generic 
reference to a fellow Jew), along with a group of men 
from Judah in chapter 1:1-3.  During the reigns of 
Cyrus and Darius (Medo-Persian kings) the Jews had 
been allowed to return to Judah from exile in Babylon, 
for the express purpose of reconstructing the temple 
and city of Jerusalem (only a small number actually did 
return).  This work of rebuilding had been hindered by 
idol-worshipping neighbors, and at the time Nehemiah 
received this report, the city wall was still in ruins, leav-
ing Jerusalem essentially defenseless.  The returnees’ 
work had faltered over the years, and it appears that 
they had largely given up their efforts. 

Nehemiah did not response to this bad news sim-
ply by mourning and lamenting (ch. 1:4-11), but by ex-
amining both himself and his people to determine the 
root of the problem.  Recognizing that his people had 
not fully kept faith with God, he confesses the sins of 
his nation and acknowledges God’s chastening in their 
humiliation, asking forgiveness for his people on behalf 
of those “who desire to fear thy name” (verse 11). 

In chapter 2 Nehemiah was sent to Jerusalem by 
the king (he was the “cup-bearer” to Artaxerxes, 1:11), 
and he went with the king’s authority because he had 
taken advantage of the king’s invitation to make a re-
quest by asking to be sent there (vv. 4-6).  It may well 
be that we do not receive the blessings we desire from 
God because we fail to ask for them, James 4:2.  In 
this chapter we find three “keys” to growth and leader-
ship; Nehemiah had a vision, an image in mind for 
what he wanted to accomplish (2:5); when he arrived in 
Jerusalem, he issued a challenge to his people, to do 
what they had originally purposed (2:17); and he re-
minded them of God’s (and the king’s) promise of 
goodwill if they would rise to the challenge (2:18).  It is 

 

Basic Facts from … NEHEMIAH 
by Dave Rogers 

 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way  
with Phil Sanders 

WUPA TV 69, Sunday at 7:30am 
 

Elders 
Tom Durden              (770) 652-7389 
Jim Garner  (770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash  (404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey  (770) 629-2061 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 
June 7-12 – Camp Inagehi Week 
June 14 – Sunday Funday hosted by John  & Kirsten 
Mullis 
June 14 – Teen Sing hosted by Dave & Luann Rogers 
July 5 – Teen Sing hosted by Charles & Charity Nash 
July 12 – Sunday Funday hosted by Sally Wallace 
July 12—15 – VBS 
Aug 2 – Funday—Water day hosted by Jim & Susan Pel-
frey 
Aug 2 – Teen Sing hosted by David & Crystin Gulledge 
Sept 6 – Teen Sing hosted by Steve & Sandra Hopkins 
Sept 13 – 2nd Sunday Funday hosted by Robert & Eliza-
beth Johnson 



WELCOME, VISITORS! 
We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today.  Please stay for a few minutes after worship so 
we can get acquainted with you, and you with us.  Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the 
back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate.  We have an attended nursery and a train-
ing/cry room available. 

Today’s sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com  ̶  click on “live broadcast.” 

Fa m i l y  M a t t e r s  
Our Sick: 
Luann Rogers – Will have hip surgery May 18th. 
Barbara Cozart – Will have eye surgery June 9th. 
Jim O’Brien – Is having stomach problems. 
Jill Nash – Will explore options with her cardiologist next 
month for treating her heart condition. 
Wayne Nash – Continues to recover from a broken collar-
bone. 
Joanne Crook – Is having shoulder problems and may have 
surgery soon. 
Brad Smith – Jim & Sandy Garner’s son-n-law is having heart 
issues. 
Kenny Ratliff – Una Fortson’s family friend lost his mother last 
week.  
 
Members With Health Issues: 
Linda Howell, Jim & Allene Scoma, Wayne & Betty Jo Nash, 
Lewis & Linda Armstrong, Lucille Amon, Ray Cozart, RuPearl 
Sharpe, Hugh Kelly, Larry & Margie Fields, Harry & Mattie Wil-
liams, Paul & Decieta Lyons, Ray & Tina Russell, David & Sue 
Riley, Sally Wallace, Mary Lawrence, Kathleen Garner, Lucille 
Amon, Doris Buckner, Joann Crook, Forest & Burma Chapman, 
Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 
Shut-ins: 
Joe Clark, David & Jill Nash, Bernice Gillespie, Una Fortson, 
Equillar Butler, Frances Elder, Ruby Fowler and Jane Lankford 
Our Missionaries and their families: 
Graham & Beth McDonald, Victor & Esperanza González 
Geronimo, Forest & Burma Chapman & Scott & Rebecca 
Shanahan. 
Others With Health Problems: 
Linda Hall (Charity Nash’s mother), Lisa (Cathy Harris’ friend), 

Whitnee Ricigliano (Lyon’s friend), Doris Johnson (Wayne & 
David Nash’s sister), Johnnie Ray, Maggie Mills (preacher’s wife 
at Eatonton, GA), Mindy Sims, Alvin Elder (Decieta Lyons’ 
brother), Mia Marques (Chrystine Fields’ mother), Eddie Smith, 
Michael Williams (Steven’s brother), Treston Hamilton (former 
member), Kelly Stoneheart (Etheridge’s daughter), Phil Shaw 
(Catherine Kelly’s cousin), Ruby June Cotter (Andrew Dalman’s 6 
month old cousin), Irving & Cornelia Rose (Larry’s parents), 
Richard Oliver (Brenda Mitchell’s stepfather), Lyn Launch & 
Aden Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien family), Zane Canty (3 yrs. 
old), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ brother), Marvin Cook (Jean John-
son’s brother), Mary Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), Nancy 
Ford (Joann Crook’s sister), Lil Cauthen (Poskevich family) and 
Joe & Judy Hand (Scoma family). 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 

“Love As Brethren” 
by Bobby O’Dell 

The other day I heard an old country song 
titled “Brotherly Love.”  It’s a great song by Keith 
Whitley on the special relationships that should 
exist between physical brothers.  But that song 
reminded me that we must treat other Christians 
as "family."  Peter wrote, "Finally, all of you be of 
one mind, having compassion for one another, 
love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courte-
ous" (1 Peter 3:8).  God wants us to love every-
body, but before we can do that we must learn 
to show kindness and love to the brethren.   

Brotherly love is a quality that is re-
spected and appreciated.  Brotherly kindness 
is a quality or grace that is admired and appreci-
ated in the lives of men.  The Bible speaks often 
of this much desired trait.  "And be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
just as God in Christ forgave you" (Ephesians 
4:32). 

Brotherly love can be developed by imi-
tating the life of Jesus.  Jesus went about do-
ing good to people (Acts 10:38).  He not only 
taught the "Golden Rule;" He practiced it. 
"Therefore, whatever you want men to do to 
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets" (Matthew 7:12).  Jesus was kind even 
to those who opposed and abused Him. 

Brotherly love can be developed by giv-
ing more consideration to our thoughts and 
our words.  A kind word can be a wonderful 
blessing (Proverbs 25:11).  Let us all be careful 
lest we hurt others with our words.  Some peo-
ple seem to take pride in the fact that they "just 
say what they think."  It might be that both what 
they think and what they say needs to change.  
Before you speak, stop and think (Philippians 
4:8). 

Brotherly love can be developed by do-
ing kind deeds. Kind deeds done by Christians 
bless both the doer and the receiver.  Kind 

deeds are the result of practicing Christianity on 
a daily basis.  A better world begins with me.  
We imitate the Savior when we do kind deeds 
(Titus 3:4-7).  In loving kindness let us bless 
each other and our world (Matthew 22:35-40). 

Many needs exist in our world.  Building 
"brotherly love" will make a tremendous differ-
ence in filling those needs.  Brotherly love 
pleases God and blesses men. "Let each of you 
look out not only for his own interests, but also 
for the interests of others" (Philippians 2:4). 

Welcome Our New Brother! 
 

Thomas Belk 
218 Apollo Drive 

Fayetteville, GA  30214 
470 2493636 

 
We are rejoicing with Christy!  Her husband, Thomas 
Belk was baptized into Christ last Sunday morning.  
Welcome Thomas into our congregational family. 

  To my family at Fayetteville, 
   Thank you so much for the prayers, cards, and your sweet words of encouragement in 
  the passing of my sister, Debby Jones. Your expressions of love have lifted my heart and 
  spirit.                 Love, Sandy Garner 
 
Just a word of thanks to all who have called, sent cards and mostly prayed for me during this last episode of 
pain from gout.  I was a “baby,” but my pain is so much better now and I am still staying with Melanie for 
time being.  Thank you to all.  I love you and miss you.  Stay safe.  Linda Howell 
 
 
To: My Fayetteville Church Family, 
 What a magnificent celebration each of blessed me with on Sunday April 26th, for my big 91st Birth-
day! “This is the Day the Lord has made, Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 Truly, I rejoiced when each of the thirty cars came down my street, parading with balloons, beautiful 
posters, horns and countless lovely birthday greetings! 
 My cup was filled and over flowed with your thoughtful, generous acts of kindness & love! 
 May God renew each of your spirits as He has done for me, and may all of our prayers be answered, 
(and we know they will) for our country to be healed and to once again give “Him” the glory which “He” so 
richly deserves!                                                        In His precious love, Mrs. Doris 

Address Update 
Bill Benton 
PO Box 219 

Zebulon, GA  30295 

Nehemiah (cont.) 

tation).  The lesson to take from Nehemiah at this point 
is to do as he did; keep ourselves focused on the task 
at hand!  In verse 15 we see the wall finished, and we 
are reminded in verses 66f. that the number who re-
turned from Babylon was a tiny fraction of those who 
had been exiled.  In chapter 8 the law was read to the 
whole assembly of the nation (this would not be an 
“impossibly large” crowd, given the small number of 
Jews who were living in Judah).  Throughout chapter 8 
there is a repeated emphasis on “the book of the 
law” (vv. 1, 3, 18, and again in 9:13).  These people 
were attentive (8:3) and respectful (8:5) toward God’s 
word; Nehemiah and the priests explained what they 
were reading, so the people could understand it (8:8), 
which resulted in the people rejoicing because they 
understood it (8:12).  From this point we see a steady 
improvement in the moral and spiritual tone of the peo-
ple (8:13 - 9:2), and they separated themselves from 
idolatrous relationships (cf. 13:23f.).  Notice also in 
9:26-31 how Nehemiah pinpoints the precise reasons 
for their defeat and exile to Babylon (sin!).  Chapter 10 
focuses on the promises the people made and the 
commitments they willingly took upon themselves; the 
completed wall is dedicated in 12:27f., and the daily 
services of the temple were renewed in 12:44ff. 

Nehemiah 13 discusses the final reforms this 
great servant of God managed to bring about in 
Judah.  It was necessary to remove foreign influences 
from among the people, and in 13:4-9 we see that 
even the priests were not immune to unholy tempta-
tions (Eliashib had allowed the evil Tobiah to live in 
the temple complex — Nehemiah evicted him).  God’s 
people cannot prosper as long as we tolerate or ig-
nore the presence of evil among us; we need to 
“purge out the old leaven” (1 Corinthians 5:7-8) in or-
der to become what HE wants us to be. 


