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Why do innocent people suffer while wicked 
people prosper?  There may be no question that 
causes more doubt and provokes more 
disagreement among God’s people than this.  
We identify with Lazarus rather than the rich man 
(in Luke 16), even though none of us has to beg 
strangers for our daily bread.  Jeremiah was 
puzzled about why God allowed wicked people to 
prosper (Jeremiah 12:1).  Like us, he compared 
his own condition with that of sinners and was 
jealous! 

How much do we REALLY suffer?  What 
about things like cancer, divorce, or job loss?  
Who ARE those “prosperous” wicked people?  
Even Christians can be tempted to think like 
Job’s friends did, and suppose that suffering 
always results from sin (Job 8:2-6).  It’s easy to 
puzzle over the (seeming) inequities of our lives 
and fail to see the supposed prosperity of others 
from its heavenly perspective!  Suffering and 
prosperity can only be TRULY “measured” from 
heaven’s point of view! 

Are those who suffer actually “innocent?”  
Our greatest temptation here is to judge by a 
human, worldly standard.  Human judgement is 
relative; we want to see “degrees” of sinfulness 
because then a “good ol’ boy” can be excused for 
his shortcomings!  What WE want innocent to 
mean is “not as bad as (someone else),” but 
God’s definition is not guilty of doing wrong (Job 
33:9). 

Sometimes suffering results from being 
righteous (2 Timothy 3:12) – affliction CAN be the 
price of faithfulness according to 1 Thessalonians 
3:4, and a consequence of choosing to follow 
Jesus, John 15:20.  Oftentimes those who suffer 
really ARE innocent; but even then we need to 
remember Paul’s perspective in Philippians 3:8 
(“…I count all things loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ…”). 

Evil-doing is NOT a key to prosperity.  The 
blind spot when we look enviously at the comfort 
of evil-doers is to see only the “successful” ones 
(cf. Jeremiah 12:1 – “Why are those happy who 
deal so treacherously?”).  We ignore or forget 
about those who are in jail, or lost everything, or 
became ill because of their wickedness, or are 
dead because of their sin!  Not ALL wicked 
people prosper!  When we are tempted to look 
enviously at someone who is “getting ahead,” we 
need to remember that Satan will use jealousy to 
get US to credit that person with evil actions or 
motives – even if they’re NOT cheating/lying/
stealing, etc.!  It is easy to just ASSUME that the 
wealthy and successful (even among Christians!) 
must have “cheated” to obtain their prosperity, 
but we should remember that Job was 
prosperous at the beginning AND at the end (Job 
1:10-19, cf. 42:12), and that Abraham was also 
quite rich, but righteous (Galatians 3:6).  The 
point is that the devil will try to get US to sin even 
if he can’t seduce those we envy! 

Learn to “look from above,” both at those 
you are tempted to envy and at your own 
“suffering.”  We need to remember that one of 
the lessons of the parable of the talents (Matthew 
25) is that the Master – God – gave his servants 
(US) what HE knew they could handle!  Could it 
be that one reason we “suffer” instead of 
prospering is because God knows that we aren’t 
yet ready to handle prosperity?  Remember that 
David said in Psalm 119:71 that it was “…good 
for me that I have been afflicted, That I may learn 
Your statutes.”  When we keep a heavenly 
perspective on trials and prosperity, we will find it 
much easier to cope with the temptation to envy 
those who “do better” or “have more” than we do, 
and to “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep 
with those who weep” (Romans 12:15). 
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“Praying With Eyes Wide Open” 
by Andy Baker, Houston, Texas 

 
When teaching children to pray, customarily 

we teach bowing heads and closing eyes, usually 
accompanied with the admonition to stop fidget-
ing.  Part of this is to help them to consider the 
seriousness and reverence of going before God 
and talking to Him.  Growing older, what was a 
good help to remember humility in prayer can 
sometimes become a hindrance to truly bringing 
our prayers before Almighty God.  Whether being 
led in a public setting, or in our personal devotion, 
while our eyes are open, consider a few princi-
ples to help have a great prayer life with the God 
of heaven: 

Above all, the heart has to be right for a 
prayer to be heard.  Paul would command that 
Christian men everywhere pray “lifting up holy 
hands without wrath and doubting” (1 Timothy 
2:8).  The emphasis is sanctification.  Men cannot 
live unholy lives and expect to lift holy hands!  
Doublemindedness will affect our prayers (James 
1:7-8).  Sinful thoughts, attitudes, and treatment 
of brethren can seriously affect our prayers (1 Pe-
ter 3:7; James 4:8-10).  With eyes wide open, 
think:  “Have I offended any or do I feel offended 
by any person now?”  “Have I honored God by 
my Christian walk before I approach Him in 
Prayer?”  “What might keep Him from hearing my 
prayers?” 

There is no mandated prayer posture in 
scripture.  Sometimes when David prayed, he 
laid prostrate on the ground (2 Samuel 12).  
Some stood, some knelt, while other sat (Daniel 
6:10; 1 Kings 19:4; Acts 20:6; Nehemiah 8:4-6).  
Jesus often looked up towards heaven (Mark 
6:41).  It is important to realize that with our 

prayers, it may not always be helpful to bow the 
head and close the eyes in or der to keep the 
heart focused on petitioning the God of heaven.  
With eyes wide open, think:  “Does my mind wan-
der or do I have difficulty focusing on talking to 
the Lord in certain prayer settings?”  “Have I 
asked God for help in keeping my mind centered 
on Him?” 

“Amen” can be an effective help.  “Let it be 
so” is an effective punctuation that can take a 
public prayer and make it personal.  If a person’s 
mind wanders often when being led in a public 
prayer, after each sentence spoken, a simple 
quiet “amen” in agreement can help the person 
being led to keep their mind focused.  This puts a 
person’s own stamp of approval on the prayer 
itself and keeps the mind centered on petitioning 
the God of heaven (Psalm 106:48).  With eyes 
wide open, think:  “To I pray along with someone 
leading a public prayer agreeing with his words?”  
“Do his words become my words when appealing 
to God in prayer?” 

A prayer does not need to be long to be 
effective.  Nehemiah effectively weaved simple, 
terse prayers into his daily life and writing 
(Nehemiah 5:19; 6:9; 6:14).  Jesus warned 
against filling prayers with “many words” in 
hopes that it will make our prayers more effec-
tive (Matthew 6:7).  The publican with just seven 
simple words went down to his house justified 
while the Pharisee only talked to himself with 
many words (Luke 18:11-14).  With eyes wide 
open, (pray) “God, help me deal with this person 
in a way that glorifies You.”  “God, help me to 
keep my mind focused on Your will in my 
prayers.”  “Thank You, Father, for loving me.”  
“Thank You, God, for prayer.” 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 

 
April 13 – FROGs’ Egg Hunt 10-noon 
 
 

 
April 14 – Leaderette Tea from 3-4:30. 
 

Tonight - Lad to Leader’s  will 
conduct the PM Services 

 

Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention 
Apr 21 – Areawide Youth Devo – Conyers 
Apr 28 - Kid’s Notes Pizza Party. See Stan/Brenda. 
May 5 – LTL Luncheon.  This is a day we come 
together to support our kids. Bring your lunch and 
join us. 
May 19 – Area Wide Youth Devo at Peachtree 
City COC 
Jun 9—14 – Camp Inahehi Week 
July 7-10–Vacation Bible School                                            
    The Faith Force,  
                    Heroes of Godly Living 

FF



 

 

Area Calendar: 
Apr 13 – Ladies’ Day at Seneca 
COC “Recipes of Life” Speaker:  
Sheila Butt 
Apr 14-18 - Hartley Bridge Rd COC 
Gospel Meeting, “Consider the days 
of Old”, Speaker: Michael Sheperd 
May 17-19 – 8th Annual 7B South-
eastern Soul Saving Seminar, “Need 
for Personal Evangelism!” Speakers:  
Rob Whitacre, & Ronnie Hayes 
May 4-5 - GSOP 14th Annual Bible 
Lectureships 

F a m i l y  M a t t e r s  
Amy Nash – Will have sinus surgery April 17th. 
Greg Nash – Will have partial knee replacement on May 8th. 
Sally Wallace – Will have back surgery soon. 
Bill Benton – Is at his daughter’s home while his foot heals. 
Sue Riley – Is home recuperating from eye surgery last 
week. 
Judy Hand – Jim Scoma’s sister is recovering from hip sur-
gery. 
Ron Brown – Is recovering from heart valve surgery last 
week. 
McKenzie O’Brien – Jim & Sharon’s granddaughter will have 
surgery within the next few months, to repair injuries received 
from an automobile accident. 
Una Fortson – Is now back at home, after several days in 
rehab. 
 
Members With Health Issues:  Bernice Gillespie, RuPearl 
Sharpe, Mary Lawrence, Larry & Margie Fields, David Riley, 
Kathleen Garner, Ray Russell, Lucille Amon, Doris Buckner, 
Lilly Walker, Decieta Lyons, Joann Crook, Mattie Williams, 
Wayne & Betty Jo Nash, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, For-

est & Burma Chapman, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 
Shut-ins: Una Fortson, David & Jill Nash, Equillar Butler, 
Ruby Fowler, Lillie Jones, Joe Clark, Frances Elder & Jane 
Lankford  
 
Others With Health Problems: Lois Byrd (Kisha Madison’s 
mother), Summer Long (Charity Nash),  Richard Oliver 
(Brenda Mitchell’s stepfather), Donna & Tom Holcomb 
(Annette Benefield’s daughter & Son-in-law), Ed Hall (Charity 
Nash’s father), Lyn Launch & Aden Clarke (Jim & Sharon 
O’Brien family), Xernonia Fortson (Una’s daughter), Zane 
Canty (3 yrs. old), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ brother), Marvin 
Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Cecil Hester (Tina Russell’s 
father), Frances Jones (neighbor of Sally Wallace & Denise 
Greene), Mike Giles (Jim O’Brien), Virginia Poskevich (David’s 
mother), Mary Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), Greg Brown 
& Caylee Williamson (Terri Durden’s cousin & niece), Betty 
Land (Jill Nash’s sister), Nelda Hayes (Jack Sorrell’s aunt), 
Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s sister), Eddie & Lil Cauthen (Joan 
Poskevich’s bro./sis.-in-law) and Joe Hand (Jim Scoma’s bro.-
in-law)   
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 
 

Calendar 
April 14 – Leaderette Tea, 3-4:30 hosted by Sandra Hopkins.  All 
ladies and girls are invited. 
Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention, Kids and adults will go up Friday.  
SilverWings will go up Saturday evening for the awards. 
April 25 - Join us as we celebrate Doris Buckner’s 90th Birthday.  
Everyone is invited to meet at Bay Breeze Restaurant at 1pm.  Cost is 
$10.00 & up. Cards only. 
May 4 – The family of David Riley cordially invite you to celebrate 
with them his 80th Birthday BBQ Bash at the home of Larry & Becky 
Brown.  No gifts, your presence will be the gift of friendship and love 
that he cherishes most. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board. 
 
May 5 – Raintree Village Food Truck 
 
 
July 19-27 – Mexico Mission Trip 

Your support is needed for our Mexico Mission  
 We have an opportunity coming up, to serve the Lord in other 
places by helping fellow Christians there and by introducing others to 
His church for the first time.  We’re planning a mission trip to support 
the congregation in Villa Ocuiltzapotlan, Tabasco, Mexico. 

The Mexico trip will take place on July 19 - 27.  We are invited to 
conduct a vacation Bible school in the afternoon before the gospel 
meeting in the evenings.  One reason we encourage works like this for 
congregations elsewhere is to help strengthen our own congregation 
and the church. 

 Please remember, one way all of us can take part – and we hope 
everyone will – is through our contributions and prayers.  We need to 
raise $2,000 to rent a van, pay for gas and provide funds to build 10 
more fire pits for cooking (the cost is $100 each).  We will also visit shut
-ins and help construct the fire pits for those who cannot afford them. 

The Raintree Village 
Food Truck  

      To each of the Faithful Servants who 
 worked so tirelessly last week-end to  
 provide sustenance for the family who 
lost their loved one, and then on Sunday you 
provided a beautiful setting for our entire church 
family and our visitors, by serving and furnishing 
the delicious meal and sharing your love, kind-
ness and servant hearts with each of us. 
 Then you stayed for many hours clean-
ing and putting everything back in its place. 
 So today we want to be sure you know 
how very much you are appreciated!  Thank 
you. God has blessed us by seeing this beau-
tiful “labor of love” and He will surely bless each 
of you with His abundance of love. 
 In His love,   
  Members of the Family at Fayetteville 



 

 

Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes 
10:00 am Worship Service 
5:00 pm Worship Service 

 

10:00 am Tuesday  
Morning Bible Class  

(September 4 - May 14) 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

 
Ministers: 

Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

 
 
 

 
www.Facebook.com/

Fayettevillecoc 
 

 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Elders: 
Tom Durden 

(770 652-7389 
Jim Garner 

(770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash 

(404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey 

(770) 629-2061 
 

Deacons: 
Dennis Graham 

Eric Hagin 
David Hopkins 

Hugh Kelly 
Keith Killingsworth 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

David Riley 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Our Missionaries 
 

Graham, Elizabeth, Joshua, Megan,  
Bethany & Elijah 

 McDonald, 
 Scotland, 

11 Woodhead Ct,  
Westfield, Cumbernauld,  

North Lanarkshire, 
 G68 9DB 

Email: graham@gmcd.net 
Skype: gmcd105 or  www.gmcd.net 

 
 

Scott, Rebecca & Violet Shananhan 
Italy 

 scottshanahan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
           

Communion Preparation 
Linda Howell 

Nursery 
 14 Amy Nash 

21 Sally Wallace & 28 Sandy Garner 
May 5 Shonda Humphreys 

Care of Building  
1-15 Rick Sharpe/Curtis Hurt 
16-30 Jack Sorrell/Paul Lyons 

 
 

Ushers 

Media Center Helpers 
14 Tad Durden 

21 & 28 Reggie Graham 
May 5 & 12 Brad Hopkins 

19 & 26 Ben Rogers 
 

Wednesday Evening  Devotional 
17 Brad Hopkins 
24 James Walker 

May 1 Lewis Armstrong, 8 Dave Rogers 
15 David Gulledge & 24 David Hopkins 

Worship Assignment Coordinator for April: Ron James 

  4/14 4/21 4/28 

Call To Worship Tom Durden Greg Nash David Gulledge 
Scripture Reading Zeke Poskevich Jake Garner Zeke Poskevich 
Song Leader Coney Johnson Jimmy Garner Rory Bell, Sr. 

Prayer Brad Hopkins Lewis Armstrong Dave Poskevich 
Preside Lord’s Supper Reggie Graham Greg Curtis Paul Lyons 

Server Rick Sharpe Cliff Nash Rick Sharpe 
Server Tim Tittle Anthony Ravenell Tim Tittle 
Server James Walker Ben Rogers James Walker 
Server Troy Cook Andrew Dalman Troy Cook 
Server Larry Fields Bill Ruffer Larry Fields 
Server Gayle Pelfrey Tommy Chapman Gayle Pelfrey 
Server Steve Burdette Jack Sorrell Steve Burdette 
Server Charles Nash Randall Bell Charles Nash 
Sermon Dave Rogers David Gulledge Dave Rogers 
Response Elder Tom Durden Tom Durden Tom Durden 
Announcements Tom Durden Greg Nash David Gulledge 

Shepherd’s Prayer Tom Durden Jim Garner Greg Nash 

Evening Worship       
Announcements Tom Durden Greg Nash David Gulledge 
Song Leader Coney Johnson Jimmy Garner Stan Mitchell 

Prayer Steve Hopkins Eric Hagin Keith Killingsworth 
Sermon Dave Rogers David Gulledge Song Service 
Lord’s Supper Rick Sharpe Bill Ruffer Troy Cook 

Lord’s Supper James Walker Jack Sorrell Paul Lyons 
Prayer John Mullis Tad Durden Larry Rose 

Adult Spring Bible Studies 
April 7th — July 3rd 

Sunday at 9am 
Roman—Hebrews 

David Rogers - Auditorium 
 

Ladies Class, room 121 
Luann Rogers 
Simply Blessed 

 
Youth Adults, room 208 

Brad Hopkins 
 

Wednesday at 7pm 
Job—Song of Solomon 

David Riley - Auditorium 

In Search of the Lord’s Way 
 with Phil Sanders 

WUPA TV 69,Sunday at 7:30am 
14—Dealing With Anxiety 

21—Dealing With Discouragement 
28—Dealing With Pain 



 

 

Kid’s Notes 
Pizza Party 


