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In part 1 of this article – published two 
weeks ago – we drew on the example of the 
apostle Peter in Luke 22:54, who followed 
Jesus to the house of the high priest after the 
Lord was arrested in the garden of 
Gethsemane.  Luke is unique in pointing out 
that Peter followed “at a distance,” seemingly 
so that he would not be associated with Jesus 
and, perhaps, also arrested. 

In that earlier installment, we noted that, 
 Many people want to be “disciples at a 

distance,” but don’t seems too interested in 
the “inconvenience” and “embarrassment” 
of a committed Christian life!  In reality, 
their lives make it plain that they don’t 
really want to be disciples. 

 Trying to “follow at a distance” creates a 
FALSE sense of security.  Many people 
seem to believe that as long as THEY feel 
“satisfied” with the way they live their lives, 
then that “ought” to be good enough for 
God!  Yet according to Matthew 7:21-23, 
trying to “follow” Jesus “at a distance” is 
really not following Him at all. 
The idea of “keeping some distance” 

between us and Jesus is contradicts the 
nature of our relationship:  Christians are 
part of the Bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:22ff 
and Revelation 22:17).  To follow “from a 
distance” defies and denies the very 
essence of being a disciple (a follower).  
When God sent king Saul and the Israelites 
to fight against king Agag and the Amalekites 
in 1 Samuel 15, He gave very clear, simple 
instructions.  Saul, however, disobeyed; like 
many today, he did what HE thought 
“mattered” to God (verse 13), but Saul didn’t 

actually obey God AT ALL:  He just did 
what HE wanted to do (only SOME of which 
mirrored God’s commandment).   

Those who follow from a distance are 
telling the whole world “I want God’s 
benefits, but I don’t want God.” 

Now consider what Jesus actually asks us 
to do:   

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me.”   Luke 
9:23 

“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.”         Matthew 4:19 

“Do not fear any of those things which 
you are about to suffer.  Indeed, the devil 
is about to throw some of you into prison, 
that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days.  Be faithful 
until death, and I will give you the crown 
of life.”      Revelation 2:10 

Our goal should be to live as close to 
Jesus as we can, so we can live with Him in 
eternity!  To really be His disciple, you have 
to let HIM direct the course of your life, let 
HIM direct your steps (Proverbs 3:6) instead 
of trying to “drag” Him where YOU want to 
go! 

How “close” to the Lord do you really 
want to be?  Are you willing to make the 
changes to YOUR life that are necessary for 
you to be a true “follower” of Jesus? 

“Following from a Distance?” (Part 2) 
by Dave Rogers 



 

 

THE CYCLE OF UNBELIEF 
Jeff Miller 

 
Societies throughout human history have tended to 

cycle through the same patterns:  acknowledging God, deny-
ing God, embracing moral depravity, receiving punishment 
and destruction from God, repenting, and then recycling 
again.  The Israelites of the Old Testament repeated this cycle 
several times as recorded in the book of Judges.  The pattern 
starts with human eyes looking upward, worshipping God.  
As time goes by, we tend to lower our eyes from God, gaze at 
ourselves, and proclaim that we are more wise and intelligent 
than God.  Many decide that He’s unnecessary and pretend 
that He does not exist.  Humans are then idolized—Caesars, 
popes, Hollywood stars, American idols.  This phase of the 
cycle commenced in America in the last half century and is 
illustrated in the world around us in a myriad of ways. 

Society claims to be wiser than God in saying that 
spanking your children is bad because it teaches them to be 
violent and hurts their self-esteem.  Yet God, through Solo-
mon, said that “he who spares his rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him disciplines him promptly” (Proverbs 13:24).  
Society has arrogantly elevated itself above God.  Many in 
society say that capital punishment is cruel and unusual, yet 
God required the Israelites to inflict capital punishment for 
over 15 different crimes, and stoning someone to death was a 
typical form of capital punishment (Miller, 2002).  By de-
luded human thinking, God is guilty of “cruel and unusual 
punishment.”  Society says that God and government should 
be separate, but God says, “Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the Lord” (Psalms 33:12).  Society says that homosexuality 
and other forms of sodomy are acceptable lifestyles that 
should be endorsed, even encouraged.  But God listed homo-
sexuality as a crime worthy of death in the Old Testament 
(Leviticus 20:13), and said that homosexuals and sodomites 
will not “inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).  
Society has elevated human beings to the status of gods capa-
ble of deciding what is morally right and wrong.  Humans do 
not have to bow down to each other literally, to be guilty of 
self-worship.  Elevating ourselves to the status of gods by 
disregarding the true God is sufficient.  We are arrogant when 
we dismiss God’s directives, as if we need to understand the 
reasons behind everything that God tells us to do or not do in 
His Word.  He says, “For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts 
than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9).  We are expected to trust 
Him (Hebrews 11:6). 

As the cycle toward spiritual depravity progresses, 
humans move their focus still further downward--away from 
God--to elevate the animal to a status higher than humans 
(who already are considered higher than God).  The reverence 
bestowed on animals by the animal rights movement of the last 
few years, illustrates to the world that America has reached 
this phase of the cycle, too.  Think about it—in the last few 
decades, activists have splashed paint on women who wear 
furs, devoted themselves to saving the whales, encouraged 
using human embryos for testing to promote human welfare 
while seeking to outlaw the use of animals for research pur-
poses, advocated going vegetarian, etc.  It is a crime to break a 
bald eagle egg before the eagle has hatched, but killing a hu-
man baby before it has left its mother’s womb is acceptable to 

society (“Bald Eagle,” 2002).  “There is a way that seems right 
to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 
16:25).  God’s approach works.  However, the end result of 
elevating animals is seen in many of the impoverished, primi-
tive Hindu societies of the world, where people lie starving in 
the streets while healthy cows roam about freely because of 
their elevated status.  Clearly, humans are incapable of making 
spiritual decisions effectively on their own.  “O Lord, I know 
the way of man is not in himself.  It is not in man who walks to 
direct his own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). 

Often, within this repeated pattern of spiritual decay, 
human eyes move down even further from God, and the Earth 
itself becomes elevated to the status of god. America is there, 
too.  Enter the environmentalists. “Mother Earth” must be 
protected at all costs.  “Save the planet.”  “Go green.”  “No 
carbon footprints.”  Some advocate killing off certain humans 
that they deem as less useful to society in order to save the 
planet and its resources (cf. Harrub, 2006).  The cultures of 
the past, those that Christian peoples have always regarded as 
pagan, are now being extolled for their worship of animals 
and the Earth.  The theory of evolution says that the Earth is 
responsible for our existence and development—i.e., the Earth 
is our god.  We must save it to survive, and we have the om-
nipotent power to control its destiny.  Society says that we 
should not arrogantly “lord over” nature, since they are our 
ancestors and have as much value as we have.  We humans 
have just happened to accidentally evolve further than them.  
(Consider Hollywood’s message to us about its view of nature 
and the sin of trying to control and have dominion over it in 
the movie Instinct).  In stark contrast, God says that humans 
are to have dominion “over all the earth” (Genesis 1:26). 

Should we be good stewards of God’s creation?  Cer-
tainly.  However, the Earth should never be elevated to the 
level of respect that it is being given today.  Humans should 
never think so highly of themselves that they presume to con-
trol the destiny of the Earth.  Contrary to the teachings of 
global warming advocates, it is not the almighty human who 
will destroy the Earth in the end.  It is Almighty God (2 Peter 
3:10-12).  It is not murder in God’s sight to kill a plant, no 
matter how or under what circumstances it is done.  God did 
not command capital punishment to be implemented on those 
who cut down a tree.  Plants are not on the same value level as 
humans, regardless of whether a committee of morally con-
fused humans decides such (cf. Willemsen, 2008) 

On a positive note, if the typical pattern is repeating 
itself again, then the cycle may be nearing completion and 
may return to a sane, sensible appraisal of spiritual reality—
returning us to the one true God, the Creator.  America’s wor-
ship of itself, the animal kingdom, and the Earth has been 
going on for several decades, while worship of God is ex-
pelled as primitive.  Unfortunately, divine punishment and 
destruction always occur before the cycle restarts.  Although 
written 2,000 years ago, Paul’s words still hold true: 

“Professing to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals 
and creeping things.  Therefore God also gave them up to un-
cleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies 
among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the 
lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever.  Amen (Romans 1:22-25, 
emp. added). 



 

 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 
Mar 9 - Paul Bunyan Breakfast & Workday at Camp 
Inagehi at 8:30am 
Mar 17 – Teen Sing at the Boelsterli home. 
Mar 22 – Youth Night at 6pm 
Mar 23 – Camp Inagehi Cross Country 5K  and Fun Run 

April 14 – Leaderette Tea from 3-4:30. See 
Sandra Hopkins if you have a daughter in LTL. 
Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention 

May 5 – LTL Luncheon.  This is a day we come together 
to support our kids. Bring your lunch and join us. 

With great pleasure 
Crystin Nash and David Gulledge 

invite you to join them at the 

 celebration of their marriage 
Saturday, March 2, 2019  

at One in the afternoon 
Frost Chapel at Berry College in 

Rome, Ga 

Area Calendar: 
Mar 2,3 - Peachtree City COC will host Islam in 
Christ’s Eyes 
Mar 9 – 11th Annual Christian Men’s Leadership 
Conference, Central COC in Dalton, Ga. 
Mar 16 - McDonough COC Ladies’ Day, Heart & 
Soul, Speaker: Karen Thompson 
Mar 23 – Ladies’ Day Bremen COC, 9:00 – 12:00 
“The Glory of Womanhood” Speaker: Rebekah 
Colley 
Apr 13 – Ladies’ Day at Seneca COC “Recipes of 
Life” Speaker: Sheila Butt 

F a m i l y  M a t t e r s  
We extend our sympathy to the Higginbotham family, at the 
passing of Hick’s brother, Wayne Higginbotham, on Monday, 
February 18th. Please keep Estelle, Byron and their family in 
your prayers. 
 
Tom Durden, Sr. – Is having health issues and will be moved to 
Brightmoor, room 407. 
Cristy Belk - Is recovering from surgery last week. 
Kathleen Garner – Recovering at home after a fall last week. 
Larry Fields – Is having health issues. 
Jill Nash – Is having heart issues 
David Nash – Is struggling with shingles. 
Donna Holcomb – Annette Benefield’s daughter will have sur-
gery February 26.  Her address is 8310 Willows Way, River-
dale, GA 30274. 
 
Members With Health Issues: Andy Johnson,  Mary Law-
rence, Andy Johnson,  Ray Russell, Lucille Amon, Doris Buck-
ner, Gail Chapman, Lilly Walker, Larry & Margie Fields, Bernice 
Gillespie, Decieta Lyons, Estell Higginbotham, Wayne & Betty 
Jo Nash, Sally Wallace, Joann Crook, Doris Buckner, Mattie 
Williams, Una Fortson, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, Forest 

& Burma Chapman, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 
Shut-ins: Equillar Butler, David Nash, Ruby Fowler, Lillie 
Jones, Joe Clark, Frances Elder & Jane Lankford  
 
Others With Health Problems: Meggi Quinn, Patrick Kelly, Ed 
Hall (Charity Nash’s father), Andrew Solomon (Ruth Roberson’s 
father), Lyn Launch & Aden Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien fam-
ily), Xernonia Fortson (Una’s daughter), Nancy Neff (Amy Nash’s 
mother), Ashley Johnson, Cassandra Wright (Friend of Cory/
Ruth Roberson), Zane Canty (3 yrs. old), Marilyn Newby 
(member at Forest Park COC), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ brother), 
Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Cecil Hester (Tina Rus-
sell’s father), Frances Jones (neighbor of Sally Wallace & Denise 
Greene), Mike Giles (Jim O’Brien), Virginia Poskevich (David’s 
mother),  Mary Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother  Hopkins’ 
friend), Greg Brown & Caylee Williamson (Terri Durden’s cousin 
& niece), Betty Land (Jill Nash’s sister), Tom Holcomb (Annette’s 
son-in-law), Nelda Hayes (Jack Sorrell’s aunt), Nancy Ford 
(Joann Crook’s sister), Eddie & Lil Cauthen (Joan Poskevich’s 
bro./sis.-in-law) and Joe Hand (Jim Scoma’s bro.-in-law)   
          
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 

Calendar 
Feb 24 – 28 – Progressive Meeting 
Mar 2 – Nash/Gulledge Wedding Day 
Mar 8 – Family Game Night at 6pm 
Mar 9 – Paul Bunyan Breakfast & Workday at Camp 
Inagehi.  Breakfast begins at 8:30am. 
Mar 10 – Daylight Saving Time Begins 
Mar 15 – SilverWings hosted by Linda Howell, Allene 
Scoma & Barbara Edmonds 
Mar 31 – 5th Sunday Potluck Luncheon 
April 14 – Leaderette Tea, 3-4:30 hosted by Sandra 
Hopkins.  If you have a daughter in LTL, see Sandra. 
Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention,  Kids and adults will go 
up Friday.  SilverWings will go up Saturday evening for 
the awards. 



 

 

Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes 
10:00 am Worship Service 
5:00 pm Worship Service 

 

10:00 am Tuesday  
Morning Bible Class  

(September 4 - May 14) 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

 
Ministers: 

Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

 
 
 

 
www.Facebook.com/

Fayettevillecoc 
 

 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Elders: 
Tom Durden 

(770 652-7389 
Jim Garner 

(770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash 

(404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey 

(770) 629-2061 
 

Deacons: 
Dennis Graham 

Eric Hagin 
David Hopkins 

Hugh Kelly 
Keith Killingsworth 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

David Riley 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Our Missionaries 
 

Graham, Elizabeth, Joshua, Megan,  
Bethany & Elijah 

 McDonald, 
 Scotland, 

11 Woodhead Ct,  
Westfield, Cumbernauld,  

North Lanarkshire, 
 G68 9DB 

Email: graham@gmcd.net 
Skype: gmcd105 or  www.gmcd.net 

 
 

Scott, Rebecca & Violet Shananhan 
Italy 

 scottshanahan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
           

Communion Preparation 
 Sandy & Kyndal Garner 

Nursery 
24 Leisa Allender 

Care of Building  
15-28 Keith Killingsworth/Larry Rose 

Mar 1-15 Andy Johnson/Jim OBrien 
Ushers 

Media Center Helpers 
2/24 & 3/3 Reggie Graham 

3/10-17 Brad Hopkins 
24 & 31 Ben Rogers 

Wednesday Evening  Devotional 
 27 Progressive Meeting 

Mar 6 Gayle Pelfrey 
13 Cliff Nash 

The Fountain of Life With Larry Acuff 
Saturdays at 7 am on channel 57 

 
In Search of the Lord’s Way with Phil Sanders 

Sunday at 7amon channel 45 

  2/24 

Call To Worship Greg Nash 
Scripture Reading Zeke Poskevich 
Song Leader Rory Bell, Sr. 

Prayer Curtis Hurt 
Preside Lord’s Supper Jack Sorrell 

Server Rick Sharpe 
Server Keith Killingsworth 

Server Shirley Allender 
Server Garrett Dalman 
Server Cliff Nash 
Server Tim Durden 

Server Eric Hagen 

Server Anthony Ravenell 
Sermon Dave Rogers 
Response Elder Greg Nash 
Announcements Greg Nash 
Shepherd’s Prayer Jim Garner 
Evening Worship   
Announcements   
Song Leader   
Prayer Progressive 
Sermon Meeting 
Lord’s Supper   
Lord’s Supper   
Prayer   

Worship Assignment Coordinator for February:  
Reggie Graham 

Check Out  
Our New Website  and  

Members Directory   
If anything is not correct 

email the office.   

2019 Progressive Meeting 
February 25 – 28, 2019 

Theme: Making the Most of My Worship”  
Speaker: Bro. Melvin Otey 

 
Sunday, 4 P.M. “The Meaning of Worship”  (East Point COC) 

Monday, 7 P.M. “Why God is Worthy of Worship”  (Fairview COC) 

Tuesday, 10:00 A.M. Bible Study “Exegesis on John 4:”  (Riverdale COC) 

Tuesday, 7 P.M. “When Your Seat is Empty”  (Tara COC) 

Wednesday, 7 P.M. “Preparing for the Presence of God” 

 (Peachtree City COC) 

Thursday, 7 P.M. “Preparing for the Presentation to God” (Shannon COC)              

 Thank you for the 
 beautiful spray, lunch 
 and kindness to our 
 mother. 

Donna & Adrienne 
The Family of  

Annette Benefield 

 A big Thank You to all of  the young 
 people and their parents for the Ban
 quet Sunday night. You did a good 
 job of making us feel very loved! 
        Love, Dave & Luann 



 

 

Teen Sing at 
the Pelfrey’s 

SilverWings 
Dinner 

Schedule 2019 
Calendar 6pm 

 
 


