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How long an average sermon lasts may 
depend on how “squirmy” your child is, 
whether you remembered turn off the oven, 
or what time the football game kicks off! 

A typical sermon has between 4,000 and 
5,000 words (that adds up to about half a 
million words from the pulpit each year).  I 
generally take copious notes when someone 
else preaches, because I don’t get much 
“practice” at listening to sermons!  From the 
standpoint of someone who has to really 
“work” at it to listen to a sermon, here are 
some things YOU can do to help you get 
more out of any sermon you hear. 

First, prepare the “ground” for the 
seed, Luke 8:11.  You don’t plant a garden 
without first breaking up the ground, and 
preparing it for seeds (note Luke 8:8 & 15).  
Here are some steps that will help with 
preparing our “mental ground” before you 
leave home. 
 Before coming to worship, pray:  Pray for 

an open heart, like Lydia’s (Acts 16:14), 
and pray for wisdom to use and apply 
what you hear. 

 Next, “wash” your mind clean of worldly 
cares; this takes a conscious effort (and 
practice)!  Don't be discouraged! 

The second thing is to LISTEN 
CAREFULLY!  Ancient Jewish worship was 
not like ours; when the Scriptures were read, 
the whole congregation stood in respect and 

reverence for God’s word (e.g., Nehemiah 
8:5).  When God’s word was read or taught, 
the people were silent so that they would not 
miss anything.  Read the passages cited or 
quoted, and underline key verses that support 
the main thought.  (NOTE:  You need to bring 
your own Bible to do this!)  Underlining helps 
you remember; it emphasizes the lesson on 
that page of your Bible, and it helps you be 
more familiar with your own Bible. 

The third thing way to get more out of 
a sermon is to TAKE NOTES!  This helps 
you get the main points of a lesson down on 
paper where you can see “the whole 
picture” (it also lets you get passages you 
don’t have time to look up!).  You don’t have 
to know shorthand, and you don’t need to 
write a book! 

Last, review the lesson.  Try to discuss 
the topic after worship, review your notes, 
and pick up the points you missed.  Make 
time to meditate on how the lesson can/
should affect you personally; if the message 
is true to the scripture, then practice what has 
been preached. 

If you do these things, you'll get a good 
benefit from even the dullest, driest sermons 
you hear!  And you’ll get even more out of 
the good ones! 

“How to Get More out of a Sermon” 
by Dave Rogers 



 

 

What should visitors hear when they 
 visit your church? 

Glenn Colley 
 

 Picture this: A man and his wife visit our assembly because of a 
personal invitation or merely because they noticed our building and are shop-
ping around for a church. This could be their only visit. What should they 
(and every visitor) know after hearing a message from our pulpit? If you 
imagine yourself as a visitor to your own worship assembly, what do you 
imagine would be your impression? How could your interest be drawn and 
what might make you desire to learn and be brought one step closer to salva-
tion? 
 Actually, worship assemblies of Christians aren’t fundamentally 
designed to attract visitors, and they shouldn’t be. They are designed by God 
for His eyes and ears, and for His praise. They are designed for Christians to 
sing to God and to one another (Eph. 5:19) as they teach and admonish one 
another. They are designed for a church of Christians to exhort one another 
(Heb. 10:25), to grow from doctrine, to enjoy fellowship, to eat the Lord’s 
supper and to pray together (Acts 2:42). Worship is about glory to God and 
Christian edification. Preaching ought to reflect that purpose. 
 You may think of some New Testament preaching that was not 
especially designed for Christians, yet these are not generally examples of 
Christian worship assemblies. When Paul was in Athens in Acts 17, his ser-
mon was especially fitted for the ears of unbelievers because that’s who was 
present. The same was true of Stephen’s lesson in Acts 7. But when the 
church is assembled for worship, that assembly isn’t really geared toward 
visitors. It’s an assembly of Christians worshiping God in a place where 
visitors are welcome to come and observe and even to participate in small 
ways.  
 It seems to me that some negative things happen to a church that 
primarily designs worship around visitors and enticing them to come back. 
Preaching becomes lighter and is never confrontational. Our shepherding 
leans less on restoring the fallen and more on Sunday numbers. Our worship 
makes Christians think more about what appeals to people’s senses and less 
about what appeals to God’s heart. Our real focus becomes distracted and 
more about marketing.  
 Yes, we should invite visitors to our assemblies and encourage 
them to obey, just as our first century brothers and sisters must have enjoyed 
doing. Visitors to the assembly are rarely seen in Scripture, but it seems 
obvious to me that they were sometimes present. It’s just natural for a Chris-
tian, privately studying the Bible with an unbeliever, to soon invite him to 
come and see Christians worship. Paul may have had visitors in mind in 1 
Corinthians 14:16 when he worried that the uninformed would not be able to 
understand or learn truth if speaking in tongues was not regulated. James 
refers to hypothetical visitors in James 2—one wearing poor-man’s clothes 
and the other dressed in rich clothing.  
 Good elders will often consider the typical worship assembly of 
the church through the eyes of a first-time visitor. We want them to have a 
positive and pleasant experience which will lead to or enhance a one-on-one 
study of Scripture. Yet, in the context of what I’ve just written, a visitor is 
just that; one who recognizes that this is a meeting of people who belong 
together as a family in a common cause. In essence, he is an outsider, watch-
ing and listening to their meeting, and he is welcome.  
 Here’s what a visitor should never see nor hear:  
 An auditorium where the back seats are crowded and the front 
seats are empty suggesting a resistance, or at least an apathy toward the 
preaching, instead of an excitement.  
A sea of Christians looking the other way in the foyer and parking lot instead 
of their smiling faces and hands outstretched to greet and talk with them.  
 Gossiping women in the pew, portraying a faith that is repulsive to 
most people (and to the Lord, 1 Tim. 5:13).  
A preacher who thinks sermons should be in a scolding tone or screaming 
volume instead of clear, reasoned communication.  
 A meeting place that smells musty and unkept like it’s not used 
very much, communicating a low value placed on worship.  
 A Bible class taught by someone who obviously didn’t prepare a 
Bible lesson.  
Singing that expresses apathy and prayers which are big on cliches’ and 
small on heart-felt reverence and faith.  
 Now back to the matter of preaching. On any given Sunday, a 
visitor to our worship assembly should observe one or more of these six 
things in our preaching: 

 First, he should hear preaching designed to immunize Christians to 
possible outside threats.  
 Wisdom demands that some of our sermons are pre-emptive 
strikes against sins in the world which are inching ever closer to God’s fam-
ily. Knowing there is a time when “people will not endure sound teaching” (2 
Tim. 4:3), preachers must forecast the kinds of spiritual threats that are loom-
ing on the horizon. 
 Second, he should hear preaching of passages and applications 
from the pulpit which emphasize hope. 
 Our hope is called our helmet of salvation (Eph. 6:13) and it pro-
tects our spirits from being lured into worldliness. Christians need to be fre-
quently and richly fed on the passages of hope: “And this is the promise that 
he hath promised us, even eternal life” (I Jn. 2:25). “There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1). “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
will not impute sin” (Rom. 4:8). If he doesn’t hear that, why would he want 
to obey the Gospel and become a part of this spiritual family? We need to 
declare with confidence that faithful, active members of the church truly are 
saved. 
 Third, he should hear a preacher who has a clear dependence on 
Scripture.  
 The heart of all his sermons is a unchanging bedrock that the Bible 
is the word of God and we are interested in not just the broad teaching, but in 
the details of Scripture. Because the visitor is perhaps new to this, he may not 
understand every concept he hears, but he will talk to his friends later about 
the church’s interest in adhering to the Scripture for all they believe and do. 
“They really preach the Book.” 
 Fourth, he should hear an interesting sermon.  
 Visitors should never hear a boring sermon. At least if it is boring 
to him, it should be because he still hasn’t developed an appetite for the gos-
pel; never because the preacher just didn’t put enough effort into preparing a 
meaningful, Biblical lesson with interesting and practical applications and 
illustrations. If he returns, he should soon see a pattern in the preaching— a 
predictability of sorts. It’s not that the sermons all sound alike. (One man 
compared their weekly sermons to Mexican food; the same ingredients each 
week, just mixed different ways.) It’s that the sermons are always well-
prepared and consistently Bible-based. It won’t take him long to notice that 
most sermons begin with, “Turn in God’s word to…” or “If you want an 
outline of my sermon you can have it by leaving this passage open on your 
lap.” Millennials, the most frequent visitors at many congregations, are 
sometimes known for a few negative qualities, but one good one to which we 
should pay attention is this: They are looking for authenticity in religion.  
 The more a visitor attends, the more he will hear discussions of 
diverse subjects and see a balance that makes Biblical application to many 
aspects of life. One Sunday he’ll hear about the fundamental doctrine of the 
New Testament, the next, he will hear about hope, the next, about how we 
are to treat our enemies, and the next about how to worship acceptably. This 
is a pulpit that’s about edifying (1 Cor. 14:26). 
Fifth, he should hear sermons which do not unnecessarily offend, and yet do 
not apply the lemon-scented polish of current political correctness.  
 He should hear the fearlessness that fills a man when he’s con-
vinced that what he is saying is from God and that people must hear it to 
please their Creator. Oh, that God would give us more preachers like Stephen 
(Acts 7), or Paul (Acts 17:17-31). We need preaching that moves people to 
fear God more than men (Acts 5:29). The word of God is dynamite. It’s like 
a sword that pierces through the joint and marrow (Heb. 4:12). A preacher’s 
tone can be kind while his words are sharp because they come from the One 
who will judge us after the trumpet blows (2 Cor. 5:10, 1 Thess. 4:16). 
 Sixth, a visitor should hear preaching about the organization of the 
church and how it will impact his life if he becomes a Christian and worships 
with this congregation.  
1 Peter 5:2 says to elders, “Feed the flock of God which is among you.” 
This is the reason that, in our congregations, we practice “placing mem-
bership.” There must be a communication from a visiting Christian, to 
the shepherds of a congregation, that he wants to transition from being a 
visitor to being a member.  
 
Wrapping it up 
Jule Miller, who created the filmstrips which were hugely successful a 
few generations ago in helping common Christians evangelize, often said 
that people who visit our assemblies are the highest quality contacts we 
will have. Let’s always make sure that what they hear and see will in no 
way dissuade them from wanting to serve God in their lives. 



 

 

F a m i l y  M a t t e r s  
Nancy Neff — Amy Nash’s mother had additional shoulder surgery 
last week. Her address is 146 Morallion Hills, Peachtree City, GA  
30269. 
 
Sympathy: We express our deepest sympathy to Equillar Butler and 
her family for the loss of her sister, Alma Cole of South Carolina.    
 
Members With Health Issues:  Gail Chapman, Cory Roberson,  
Mary Lawrence, Debbie Walding, Lilly Walker, Larry & Margie Fields, 
Bernice Gillespie, Decieta Lyons, Estell Higginbotham, David Riley, 
Susan Voyles, Gail Chapman, Wayne & Betty Jo Nash, Sally Wallace, 
Joann Crook, Doris Buckner, Mattie Williams, Una Fortson, Ru-
Pearl Sharpe, Lucille Amon, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, Forest & 
Burma Chapman, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 
Shut-ins: Equillar Butler, David Nash, Annette Benefield, Ruby 
Fowler, Lillie Jones, Joe Clark, Frances Elder & Jane Lankford  
Others With Health Problems: Ashley Johnson, Cassandra Wright 
(Friend of Cory/Ruth Roberson), Mary Zackary (Theresa Green’s sis-

ter), Zane Canty (3 yrs. old), Marilyn Newby (member at Forest Park 
COC), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ brother), Kandy Myers (Sally Wallace’s 
sister), Nancy Neff (Amy Nash’s mother), Patrick Kelly (Hugh/Connie’s 
Son), Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Cecil Hester (Tina Rus-
sell’s father), Frances Jones & Hugh Knopp (neighbors of Sally Wal-
lace/Denise Greene), Mike Giles (Jim O’Brien), Virginia Poskevich 
(David’s mother),  Mary Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), Teresa 
Bryan (friend of Amy Nash), Nathan Schober (Andrea Laney’s co-
worker), Diane Brown (Dave Rogers’ cousin), Fred Mack (Andy John-
son’s friend), Barbara McDowell, Alvin Elder (Decieta Lyon’s bro.), 
Steve Watts, Joyce Greene (Denise’s mother), Patrick Shanahan (Linda 
Howell’s nephew), Nita Mayfield (David/Katherine Hopkins’ friend), 
April Adams, Greg Brown & Caylee Williamson (Terri Durden’s cousin & 
niece), Betty Land (Jill Nash’s sister), Tom Holcomb (Annette’s son-in-
law), Nelda Hayes (Jack Sorrell’s aunt), Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s 
sister), Xernonia Fortson (Una’s daughter), Eddie & Lil Cauthen (Joan 
Poskevich’s bro./sis.-in-law) and Joe Hand (Jim Scoma’s bro.-in-law)  
 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 

Bible Bowl 2018-19,  
Sunday 3-5 pm 

Exodus  
Convention 

 April 18-21, 2019  
“I AM” Exodus 3:14 

Snacks: 
9 – Linda  Armstrong 

16– Katherine Hopkins 
1/6/19 -  Linda Armstrong 

13 - Catherine Kelly 

Calendar 
Dec 9 – Rogers’ Baby 
Shower 
Dec 16 – All Christmas 
Card’s are due and bags can 
be ready on December 21st. 
Dec 16 – Ladies’ Day Meet-
ing after the AM Service, 
room 121. 
Dec 16 – Ladies’ Ornament 
Party after the PM service 
Dec 24 & 25 – Office Closed 
Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve 
Party at 8pm 

Jan 1, 2019 – Office Closed 
Jan 12 – Feed The Home-
less, we have a box in the 
office for coats, gloves, 
scarves & blankets   
Jan 18 - SilverWings’ Orga-
nizing Dinner  
Feb 3 - Bridal Shower for 
Crystin Nash hosted by Alycia 
(Findley) Hart & Maggie 
(Mobley) McGaughy in the 
fellowship hall. 
Feb 9 – Ladies’ Day, Recipe 
for the Heart, “A Study of the 
Beatitudes” 

(Grandmother) Baby Shower for “Nana Lu” 
December 9th at 3:30pm 

      Everyone is invited to attend a baby shower 
 for “Nana Lu” (Luann). 

Dave & Luann’s youngest daughter, Katie, is having a baby boy 
due January 17th in Texas.  

 The parents are registered at Buy Buy Baby Store & Target. 

 To Mrs. Jean Johnson and Emily, Madison, 
 Tucker, Landon, Carson, Michael, Shelby, Peyton, 
 Nash and David, and anyone else who helped 
with the Gift Baskets for Widows &  Widows, 
Thank you all for your serving God and Taking time of 
your day.  Your love and sharing your fruit and cookies I 
really enjoyed all of the goodies.   
             Thank you very much. Love Linda Howell 
 
We want to thank all of the Frogs kids, Jean Johnson and 
all the parents & helpers for our fruit and goodies bad.  
Everything was delicious!  We love each of your very 
much.      Love, Tom & Terri Durden and Bernice Gillespie 
 
Thank you for the beautiful Red, White and Blue funeral  
basket sent to my father’s  funeral.  So thoughtful  and 
kind.  
Your minister, Dave Rogers visit was a true blessing in His 
service.  Love, Charles and Cheryl Killian                            

The Elders will teach 
  a combined  

Sunday Morning Adult Class  
Dec.  9, 16, 23:  Jim Garner,  
 “The Word Became Flesh:  

 Lessons From The Book of John” 
Dec. 30:  Greg Nash,  

 “Why Do You Hate Me?” 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any ques-

tions) 
Dec 8 – Breakfast & Sel-

fies with Santa at 8:30 in the 
fellowship hall 
Dec 8 – Youth Cheesecake 
Factory Dinner. The bus will 
leave at 4pm. 
Dec 15 – Youth Progressive 
Dinner. The bus will leave at 

5pm. 
Dec 16 – AreaWide Youth 
Devotional at Tara.  
2019 
Jan 12 – “Feed the Home-
less” – We will meet in the 
fellowship building to organ-
ize and prepare the lunch 
bags at 9am.  The bus will 
leave the building at 10am. 
 

 Thank you, 
 My 4 year old daughter had to have 
 an X-ray last week and she was terri
 fied.  The X-ray tech gave her one of 
 the hand-made teddy bears that 
your church donated. It immediately 
calmed her down and stopped the tears.  
Thank you so much!      Alanna James 



 

 

Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes 
10:00 am Worship Service 
5:00 pm Worship Service 

 

10:00 am Tuesday  
Morning Bible Class  

(September 4 - May 14) 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

 
Ministers: 

Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

Members Page 
User Name: church 

Password: members 
 

www.Facebook.com/
Fayettevillecoc 

 
 

http://gsoponline.org/ 
gsop-fayetteville-campus 

Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Elders: 
Tom Durden 

(770 652-7389 
Jim Garner 

(770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash 

(404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey 

(770) 629-2061 
Deacons: 

Dennis Graham 
Eric Hagin 

David Hopkins 
Hugh Kelly 

Jerry Kendrix 
Keith Killingsworth 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

David Riley 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Our Missionaries 
 

Graham, Elizabeth, Joshua, Megan,  
Bethany & Elijah 

 McDonald, 
 Scotland, 

11 Woodhead Ct,  
Westfield, Cumbernauld,  

North Lanarkshire, 
 G68 9DB 

Email: graham@gmcd.net 
Skype: gmcd105 or  www.gmcd.net 

 
 

Scott, Rebecca & Violet Shananhan 
Italy 

 scottshanahan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
           

Communion Preparation 
Brenda Mitchell 

Nursery 
 9 Loretta Keith 

16 Stacy Killingsworth,  
23 Sally Wallace 

& 30 RuPearl Sharpe 
Care of Building  

1-15  Paul Lyons/Eric Hagin 
16-31 Dennis Graham/Larry Fields 

Ushers 
9 Ron Biles, Thomas Chapman 

16 Mike Fields/Steven Williams 
23 Dale Findley/Michael Madison 
30 Paul Lyons/Keith Killingsworth 

Media Center Helpers 
 Dec 9 Gayle Pelfrey 

Dec 16 & 23 Ben Rogers 

Dec 30 & Jan 6 Tad Durden 
 

Wednesday Evening  Devotional 
5 Tom Durden, 12 Cliff Nash, 19 Cory 

Roberson & 26 Keith Killingsworth 

  12/9 12/16 12/23 12/30 
Call To Worship David Gulledge David Gulledge Dave Rogers Greg Nash 
Scripture Reading Zeke Poskevich Jake Garner Zeke Poskevich Jake Garner 
Song Leader Coney Johnson Jimmy Garner Rory Bell, Sr Stan Mitchell 
Prayer Larry Rose Thomas Quinn Hugh Kelly Bill Ruffer 
Preside Lord’s Supper Greg Curtis Reggie Graham James Walker Corey Roberson 
Server Shirley Allender Rick Sharpe Shirley Allender Rick Sharpe 
Server Brad Hopkins Tim Tittle Brad Hopkins Tim Tittle 
Server Michael Madison Ben Rogers Michael Madison Ben Rogers 
Server Steve Burdette Eric Hagin Steve Burdette Eric Hagin 
Server Anthony Ravenell Ron James Anthony Ravenell Ron James 
Server Tommy Chapman Paul Lyons Tommy Chapman Paul Lyons 
Server Dale Findley Andy Johnson Dale Findley Andy Johnson 
Server Cliff Nash Charles Nash Cliff Nash Charles Nash 
Sermon Dave Rogers Dave Rogers David Gulledge Dave Rogers 
Response Elder Tom Durden Tom Durden Tom Durden Tom Durden 
Announcements David Gulledge David Gulledge Greg Nash Greg Nash 
Shepherd’s Prayer Tom Durden Jim Pelfrey Greg Nash Jim Garner 
Evening Worship         
Announcements Dave Rogers David Gulledge David Gulledge Greg Nash 
Song Leader Dale Findley Jimmy Garner Stan Mitchell Jimmy Garner 
Prayer Ray Russell Ferdinan Brumant Curtis Hurt Larry Fields 
Sermon David Gulledge Dave Rogers Song Service Dave Rogers 
Lord’s Supper Brad Hopkins Eric Hagin Dale Findley Paul Lyons 
Lord’s Supper Anthony Ravenell Ron James Cliff Nash Andy Johnson 
Prayer Tad Durden Jack Sorrell Steven Williams Anthony Stinson 

Worship Assignment Coordinator for December:  Dennis Ethridge 

2019  
Communion 

Sign Up 
 

 is on the  
bulletin board. 

Your help is 
needed. See 

Hugh or  
Connie Kelly 

with any 
questions. 



 

 


