
Our Father-Son Strat-O-Matic Story:  1986 World Series Replay 
By Brian Anderson 

What better way to introduce your children to Strat-O-Matic than by replaying Game Six of the 

1986 World Series between the Boston Red Sox and the New York Mets, and hoping for a 

different outcome.  Sam is nine, so he obviously doesn’t know the pain I went through when I 

was his age back in 1986, but he knows the story of how the Red Sox came within one strike of 

winning their 1st World Series since 1918.  For this special game, I gave Sam the option of 

managing the Red Sox or the Mets, and of course he picked his beloved Sox featuring Wade 

Boggs, Jim Rice, and Dwight Evans.  Me, on the other hand would be responsible for managing a 

team that haunted me for so many years that included the likes of Lenny Dykstra, Keith 

Hernandez, Gary Carter, and Darryl Strawberry.  Our line-ups for the game were the same ones 

used by Boston manager John McNamara and Mets manager Davey Johnson for their Game 6 

including starting pitchers Roger Clemens and Bobby Ojeda.  With great anticipation, Sam rolls 

a 2-5 getting a base-on-balls for his leadoff hitter Wade Boggs in the 1st inning.  Three batters 

later, Jim Rice hits a double scoring Wade Boggs to give the Red Sox an early 1-0 lead.  In the 

bottom of the 1st inning, the game got interesting right away with Lenny Dykstra reaching first 

base on an error, and 

Roger Clemens walking the 

next better, putting men 

on 1st and 2nd base with no 

outs.  But that’s where it 

ended, as Roger Clemens 

proceeded to strike out the 

next three batters.  The 

score remained 1-0 Boston 

through the first five 

innings.  In the top of the 

sixth, with Marty Barrett 

on 2nd Base, Jim Rice did it 

again hitting a single and 

scoring Barrett to give the 

Red Sox a 2-0 lead.  In the bottom of the 8th inning, Roger Clemens quickly dispatched Kevin 

Mitchell who pinch hit for pitcher Bobby Ojeda with a ground-out to shortstop.  Clemens 

though then walked Dykstra who promptly stole 2nd base with his AA speed.  With the Red Sox 

leading 2-0, Sam had his first real decision to make, ‘Do I stick with my Starting Pitcher,’ who 

has pitched brilliantly to this point.  Unlike McNamara, Sam decided to stick with Clemens.  

Fortunately for him, Clemens was able to get the next batter Wally Backman to foulout, and 

then Keith Hernandez to groundout to second base to end the threat.  With the Red Sox leading 

2-0 in the bottom of the 9th inning, Sam was feeling really confident, me not so much.  He opted 

to leave Clemens in to try for a complete game shutout.  Clemens got two quick pop-outs, 

which then brought Ray Knight to the plate.  I blew on the dice and let them fly.  A 5-7, 

Strikeout, to end the game and the curse of the Bambino.  So Sam beat me, but that’s okay.  He 

washed away my pain from thirty years ago with just one roll of the dice.  Thanks Sam.  


