
Academic Writing Tips : How to Write a 10-

Page College Term Paper Overnight 

Hi, this is Laura Turner and today we're going to talk about how to write a ten page term paper overnight. 

Now, nobody wants to get into this situation, but if you have in fact found yourself at the end of your rope 

and you have to write your entire paper in one night and it has to be ten pages long, look at me and listen 

to my advice. Focus on quality, not quantity. Your professor will appreciate a paper that is well written and 

two pages less than ten pages if they're a smart professor. If they're not, then they're very mean and that's 

just how they are. But I personally accept papers that have actually really been written very well and are 

eight pages as opposed to are drawn out and obviously written quickly and you know, spaced to make it 

ten pages. So try to focus on just writing a good paper, first of all, and try to not even think about how long 

it has to be. In order to get to your page length requirement, if you really need to do that, I have some 

advice for you too on that. Use copious research notes. So you've buy term paper that obviously means you 

have to researching your topic.  

So use as much from other people as you can. But use it in a smart way. Don't just you know, take a huge 

paragraph from a source and paste it in because you know it's important and you just have to get the pages 

in. Once you put that big block of text into your paper, you can actually create an entire page of your own 

thoughts off of that citation. This is where professors really enjoy seeing citations is when you've written 

something in there from another book that you think is important and then you give your own thoughts 

about it. The most important thing is to always be giving your own thoughts about things that you put into 

your paper. So you can actually get a lot of mileage with citations. Even more than just pages. Number two, 

you can insert a really strong opinion into the essay.  

Make your essay as strong willed as possible. Really try to push your point at every point possible. Try to 

make it interesting for yourself to write. Number three, since you are doing this overnight, please take time 

to eat, and pause and take, even if you're getting stuck I would say give yourself time to just sit down and 

think about the topic and think about where you need to go with it. And give yourself a moment to breathe 

because it can get very stressful when you've got a deadline in the morning. Also, you can think of it as 

writing two five page essays to put together. So you can sort of break it up for yourself. So your ten pages 

doesn't get, you know, so bogged down with you. So if you say, if I finish this part of my argument by page 

five, then I'm pretty good to go and I think I can do until page eight and then I think I can add my citations 

page and have nine pages. So. Hopefully your professor is a forgiving person like I am, anyways, when I 

grade papers. But if he or she is not, really, just try to push your citations, push your point, and sleep when 

you're finished. 
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