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Mali Military Government Announces Two-Year Plan for Transition to Elections

Mali’s ruling military government has finally bowed to months of pressure and announced the
beginning of a new transition “process” toward restoring democracy, nearly a year after the
previous process was interrupted by a coup d’etat.

Interim Prime Minister Choguel Maiga said on Friday that the transition period “cannot go below
24 months unless we decide to postpone or not to carry out certain actions until the end."

In January talks with the United Nations, Bamako proposed a five-year transition period after the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) bloc sanctioned the coup government,
demanding it stick to the original timetable of February 2022 elections it had promised when it
seized power in May 2021.

"We hoped from week to week to find an agreement with ECOWAS to enter into an acceleration
process ... but we reached a point where we lost three months of discussion, and today we
decided not to wait any longer," Maiga told the National Transitional Council (CNT), which acts
as a legislative body. ECOWAS has demanded a transition process of 16 months or shorter.
"From this moment we are starting the process of implementing the entire transition plan for the
two years which have been retained by the president of the transition,” Maiga said, referring to
Interim President Col. Assimia Goita.

Goita led the May 2021 coup that removed the interim president, prime minister, and defense
minister, all of whom were civilians, after they moved to replace several military-held posts with
civilian officials. That government was already an interim government consisting of a tense
alliance between the military and June 5 Movement - Gathering of Patriotic Forces (M3-RFP),
an umbrella of civilian activist groups who led mass protests against the previous government of
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, resulting in his downfall in August 2020.

That coup, like the previous one in 2013, was brought about by an array of factors, but included
fury over the failing counterinsurgency war against rebel tribes in northern Mali. After 2013, a
French military force arrived, ostensibly to help fight the Islamic extremists, but eight years later
and little to show for it, many Malians believe the French military was sheltering the rebels, not
suppressing them.

"The intervention turned into a de-facto partition of Mali, which contributed to the sanctuarisation
of our territories for the terrorists who had time to take refuge and reorganise themselves in
order to come back in force," Maiga said in February.

After the May 2021 coup, French President Emmanuel Macron announced an end to Operation
Barkhane, the military mission in West Africa, and began the process of handing over bases to
Malian forces. The last such base, at Gossi in eastern Mali, saw French troops hand over the
keysearlier this week. Then, just days later, the French military attempted to blame a mass
grave near Gossi on alleged Russian mercenaries from the Wagner PMC.
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However, the French military has a long history of trying to cover up its crimes in Mali.
Investigations by the United Nations and Human Rights Watch in January 2021 revealed that an
airstrike on the village of Bountiby French bombers had killed 19 civilians attending a wedding -
not militants at a training camp, as Paris claimed. Despite their reports, Defense Minister
Florence Parly continued to repeat the claim that 40 men from an “armed terrorist group” had
been killed at the site.
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MTG Testifies in Court About January 6 in Case That Could Block Her Reelection

Congresswoman Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) took to the stand on Friday to testify in a
lawsuit that could block her from seeking another term representing Georgia in the US House of
Representatives. She is up for reelection in November.

The hearing was held in the Georgia Office of State Administrative Hearings in Atlanta after
campaign-finance reform group Free Speech for People filed a complaint against Greene in a
US federal court.

In the suit, Free Speech for the People alleges that the freshman lawmaker “does not meet the
federal constitutional requirements for a Member of the US House of Representatives and is
therefore ineligible to be a candidate for such office.”

“Specifically, Intervenors assert that Plaintiff ‘voluntarily aided and engaged in an insurrection to
obstruct the peaceful transfer of presidential power,’ disqualifying her from serving as a Member
of Congress under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment,” the filing notes.

That clause prohibits certain individuals and office holders who previously swore oaths of office
from holding office if they “engaged in insurrection or rebellion” against the United States.

The Fourteenth Amendment was one of three Reconstruction amendments added to the US
Constitution in the aftermath of the 1861-1865 US Civil War. With the Confederacy crushed and
the rebellious pro-slavery states of the US South under military occupation, Congress undertook
considerable action to prevent the situation from recurring, including freeing the roughly 4 million
enslaved Black people over whose cause of freedom the war was fought, but also measures
intended to create formal legal equality for all Americans, as the Fourtheenth Amendment aims
at.

However, the insurrection over which Greene was being questioned was not the Confederacy,
but the events of January 6, 2021, when followers of then-US President Donald Trump stormed
the US Capitol Building in an attempt to block certification of the November 2020 election results
by Congress.

Greene was questioned over a series of tweets and videos she made at the time, including
urging Trump to impose martial law in order to remain in power.

“l don’t recall,” Greene told an attorney who asked her about the statement.

“So you're not denying you did it?" the attorney asked. “You just don’t remember.”

“l don’t remember," Greene replied.
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A similar exchange happened over her attendance at a preparatory meeting for the January 6
event, which began as a rally outside the White House hosted by Trump.

Unfortunately for Greene, she frankly states she attended that meeting in a video filmed at the
time.

After losing to Democratic candidate Joe Biden, Trump refused to accept the loss, claiming
Biden had only won due to massive voter fraud carried out by Democratic Party organizers.
Through November and December, he built support with several rallies, culminating on the
January 6 event, during which a joint session of Congress was meeting to certify the election
results, as is required of them by the US Constitution.

At the rally, Trump urged thousands of his followers, many of whom adhered to the QAnon
conspiracy theory, to “stop the steal;” however, he was later exonerated of charges that he
incited the insurrection that followed. His followers quickly overwhelmed DC Capitol Police and
stormed the national legislature, dispersing Congress and sacking the building. Five people died
in the riot, but they failed at their objective and were soon cleared from the building by police
and soldiers.

Trump commented on the case against Greene on Thursday, criticizing Georgia Governor Brian
Kemp and Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger - both of whom are Republicans, but
with whom he already had poor relations due to blaming them for failing to ensure the ballot
recount in Georgia made him the victor.

Trump said the two had “allowed a horrible thing to happen to a very popular Republican,” who
is “now going through hell in their attempt to unseat her, just more of an election mess in
Georgia.”

The US Department of Justice has vigorously pursued prosecutions for participants in the
insurrection. Insider reported earlier this week, citing DOJ releases, that 253 defendants had
entered guilty pleas so far, but hundreds more are facing charges. In addition, a special House
committee has spent months gathering information about the preparations for the events of
January 6, calling dozens of witnesses for testimony, including numerous Trump insiders, and
seeking key White House documents from Trump himself.
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Honduras’ Ex-President Hernandez to be Arraigned in NY Court on Drug Trafficking Charges on
May 10

Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez appeared before a US federal court for
the first time on Friday, a day after being extradited to face drug trafficking charges.

US Magistrate Judge Stewart D. Aaron of the US District Court for the Southern District of New
York set May 10 as the arraignment date for the former Honduran leader. Hernandez's lawyer
did not make a request for bail at the hearing, which was conducted via video link, according to
AFP.

A day prior, Hernandez boarded a plane handcuffed and in the custody of US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) officials.
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He is accused of helping drug runners to smuggle some 500 tons of cocaine, as well as at least
two instances of accepting bribes from drug lords in Honduras and Mexico. He faces three
counts of weapons and drug offenses.

According to the US Department of Justice, the activities for which Hernandez is charged
happened as early as 2004, when he was a lawmaker in the Honduran parliament.

“Juan Orlando Hernandez, the recent former President of Honduras, allegedly partnered with
some of the world’s most prolific narcotics traffickers to build a corrupt and brutally violent
empire based on the illegal trafficking of tons of cocaine to the United States,” US Attorney
Damian Williams said in a Thursday statement.

“Hernandez is alleged to have used his vast political powers to protect and assist drug
traffickers and cartel leaders by alerting them to possible interdictions, and sanctioning heavily
armed violence to support their drug trade,” Williams added.

Hernandez left office in January after declining to seek reelection, having been in office since
2014. His neoliberal pro-Washington government oversaw extensive privatizations of social
services, accompanied by skyrocketing violence that drove indigenous people, LGBTQ people,
and other poor and marginalized Hondurans to seek refuge northward as far as the United
States.

His successor, leftist Xiomara Castro, quickly complied with the US extradition request, and
Hernandez was arrested in February. Her husband, Manuel Zelaya. was overthrown as
Honduras’ president in 2009 after the US objected to his administration’s close relationship with
Cuba and Venezuela.
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Ferrari Recalls Thousands of Sports Cars Over Potential Brake Failure Problem

The Italian luxury carmaker Ferrari has announced a recall affecting thousands of its supercars,
warning that they can develop a severe problem leading to brake failure.

“Vehicles covered by this recall may potentially increase the risk of brake fluid leakage, resulting
in reduced braking performance or brake failure, due to the brake fluid reservoir cap not
ensuring the proper ventilation required to maintain atmospheric pressure in the tank,” the
notice put out by China’s State Administration for Market Regulation on Friday said.

According to the release, Ferrari’'s Shanghai office, the headquarters of its operations in China,
will replace the cap for free and reprogram the instrumentation to work properly. Ferrari issued
an almost identical recall in the United States in November 2021 that affected almost 10,000
cars.

“The user should drive the vehicle with caution. If the low brake fluid level warning light on the
instrument appears, stop the vehicle safely immediately, and contact the Ferrari authorized
service center to arrange a tow truck to tow the vehicle back for free inspection and
maintenance,” the notice warns.

Ferrari’s stock fell by more than 5% on Friday on news of the recall, although its year-to-date
change is about half that.
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The recall concerns the Ferrari 458 ltalia, Spider, Speciale, and Speciale A; and Ferrari 488
GTB and Spider, which were made between 2009 and 2020. Some 2,222 vehicles in China are
affected, but the release didn’t give global numbers. According to the South China Morning Post
(SCMP), however, that’s nearly every Ferrari sold in China since 2018.

It's unclear why so many vehicles in China are affected, as Ferraris are produced exclusively at
a factory in Maranello, Italy. However, the SCMP noted in June 2020 the sharp rise in luxury car
sales in recent years in China. Ferrari Greater China told the Hong Kong paper that “the
average buyer here is much younger than elsewhere, and female clients account for a slightly
higher percentage. There are also some culture-specific factors. For example, Chinese
customers have a particular preference for the color red as well as the numbers 8 and 6, which
all signify good fortune.”

Earlier this month, American electric luxury carmaker Tesla, which does have a factory in
Shanghai, announced it was recalling more than 127,000 Model 3 cars made in the socialist
country due to manufacturing defects in the power components of the rear electric motor
inverter that could cause it to malfunction. According to the Chinese regulator, this could cause
it not to start or, if already started, to lose power, which would increase the risk of collision.
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McCarthy’s Future in Question as Colleagues Blast GOP Leader Over Audio on Trump
Resignation
By - Evan Craighead

In multiple soundbites, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy can be overheard ditching his
usual Trump loyalist stance just days after the deadly January 6, 2021, storming of the US
Capitol building. The GOP leader claimed he “had it with this guy,” arguing that Trump should
resign, as his actions were “unacceptable” and indefensible.

Questions have been raised about House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy(R-CA) following the
Thursday and Friday release of audio recordings in which he is overheard bashing then-US
President Donald Trump, and suggesting the US leader should resign if he is impeached for his
involvement in the January 6 riot.

Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), one of two Republicans on the House Select Committee probing
the Jan. 6 riot, argued in a Friday statement that the audio between McCarthy and Rep. Liz
Cheney (R-WY)-the other Republican on the Select Committee—proved that the GOP leader
was a liar and was playing voters for fools.

“Wow. McCarthy literally today said this was a lie and just a few hours later the tape with his
voice from his mouth proves THAT was a lie,” Kinzinger tweeted, referring to McCarthy’s
Thursday denial of a report suggesting he “had it” with Trump after the US Capitol riot, and
wanted him to resign.

The GOP leader argued that the account was “totally false and wrong”
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McCarthy claimed “corporate media” was working to advance “a liberal agenda” with the report,
first published as an excerpt of two New York Times journalists’ upcoming book "This Will Not
Pass."

“Republicans, your leaders think you are dumb,” Kinzinger added. “Let’s be done with them.”
McCarthy was also taken to task by Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-FL), a fellow Trump loyalist who is
currently under investigation regarding whether he engaged in sex trafficking, obstructed justice,
paid for sexual favors, and had relations with a 17-year-old girl.

“While | was rallying in Wyoming against Liz Cheney...Kevin McCarthy was defending Liz
Cheney among House Republicans,” Gaetz tweeted. “While Liz Cheney was secretly recording
Kevin McCarthy for the New York Times. [McCarthy] - you should have trusted my instincts, not
your own.”

A spokesperson for Cheney has claimed that it was not the congresswoman who recorded
McCarthy.

“The select committee has asked Kevin McCarthy to speak with us about these events, but he
has so far declined,” the spokesperson said. “Representative Cheney did not record or leak the
tape and does not know how the reporters got it.”

Although the GOP Leader is receiving blowback from both factions of the Republican party,
aides appear to think the 24-hour news cycle will quickly make McCarthy’s audio story a scandal
of the past.

“Peoples’ memories are short. McCarthy will be back on Hannity tonight or next week. The
midterms will drown it,” one GOP aide told The Hill, while another said they “doubt it will cut any
ice.”
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Piers Morgan [Somewhat] Uncensored - Cartoon
By - Ted Rall

The communications director for former US President Donald Trump provided NBC News with
footage that appeared to refute media provocateur Piers Morgan’s claim that 45 stormed off the
set. While Morgan’s edited footage appeared to show a tense end to the interview, it seems the
men actually parted on good terms.

The purportedly “explosive” ending to Piers Morgan’s new interview with former US President
Donald Trump may not live up to its expectations after new audio provided to NBC News by
Taylor Budowich, Trump’s communications director.

“That was a great interview,” Morgan is overheard saying, as reported by the outlet.

“Yeah,” Trump says in agreement.

On Thursday, Trump issued a statement via Save America PAC in which he blasted the British
broadcaster as being “caught red-handed” in twisting the truth.

“[T]he interview that | rather enjoyed doing is now in shambles,” Trump concluded.
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Mark Meadows Was \Warned of Possible Violence Ahead of Jan. 6, Ex-Official Tells Panel
By - Evan Craighead

In a December filing, Mark Meadows requested the invalidation of two “overly broad and unduly
burdensome” subpoenas issued by the House panel probing the Jan. 6 insurrection. A contempt
of Congress charge against Meadows has since been approved in the US House, and the
matter now rests with the DoJ.

White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows was warned of impending violence in association
with the certification of Electoral College votes in the 2020 US presidential election, claimed
Cassidy Hutchinson, a special assistant in the Trump White House who recently testified before
the House Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the US Capitol.
Hutchinson told the 9-member panel of seven Democrats and two Republicans that Anthony
Oranto, assistant director of the US Secret Service Office of Training, informed Meadows that
there were concerns of violence surrounding the certification of Electoral College votes led by
then-Vice President Mike Pence.

“l just remember Mr. Ornato coming in and saying that we had intel reports saying that there
could potentially be violence on the 6th,” Hutchinson said. “And Mr. Meadows said: ‘All right.
Let’s talk about it.””

The details of their conversation was not made clear in the testimony, which was included in the
Jan. 6 panel’s Friday court filing.

Texts messages from Meadows’ phone were also released by the panel, including one authored
by Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH), who told Meadows on Jan. 5 that Pence, as president of Congress,
“should call out all electoral votes that he believes are unconstitutional as no electoral votes at
all.”

“I have pushed for this,” Meadows replied the next morning.“Not sure it is going to happen.”
Meadows has passed over 2,319 relevant text messages to the Jan. 6 panel, but has withheld
some 1,000. He has also refused to testify before the House Select Committee, arguing that his
position in the White House grants him immunity—a claim that has not served Trump well in
court.

The Friday filing also calls into question Meadows’ attempt to block Verizon from complying with
the panel’s subpoena for phone records.

“Mr. Meadows participated, as a functionary of the Trump campaign, in activities intended to
result in actions by state officials and legislatures to change the certified results of the election,”
the committee said, citing a phone call in which Donald Trump tells the Georgia Secretary of
State to “find” more votes.

“In addition, Mr. Meadows communicated repeatedly by text with Congressman Scott Perry
regarding a plan to replace Department of Justice leadership in the days before Jan. 6,” the
panel raised.
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As of this article’s publication, former White House strategist Steve Bannon is the sole individual
to be brought up on federal charges related to the Jan. 6 insurrection.

The US Department of Justice has not acted on the House’s referral to charge Meadows with
contempt of Congress. The full House’s vote came as the first time in nearly two centuries that
the chamber voted to hold a former member in contempt.
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Wildfires Merge, Spread in New Mexico, Arizona as High Winds Beleaguer Fire Crews
By - Evan Craighead

More than 174 square miles (450 square kilometers) have been burned in Arizona and New
Mexico as numerous fires of considerable size destroyed homes and combined to form even
larger blazes. New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham has declared a state of emergency
in several counties, including San Miguel and Valencia.

Mandatory evacuations went into effect for Mora, New Mexico, and a host of San Miguel County
areas on Saturday, as blazes such as the Calf Canyon and Hermits Peak Fires continued to
spread across the state.

Officials in San Miguel County noted that power crews were ordered to de-energize power lines
near San Ignacio, Rociada, and Pendaries as the Calf Canyon and Hermits Peak fires
combined to burn some 42,341 acres.

Meanwhile, some 48,672 acres were burned by the Cooks Peak Fire, which grew immensely
due to high winds in Mora County. Evacuations have been ordered for several Mora County
areas.

Zero percent of the blaze had been contained as of Saturday morning, per fire officials. The
eastern side of the fire, near the Colfax County line, is considered to be the most active.
Erratic, high winds were expected to complicate the situation, prompting “active fire moving in
multiple directions,” officials noted. Gusts were estimated to exceed 40 miles per hour (64
kilometers per hour).

The New Mexico wildfires come amid nearly a dozen large and uncontained wildfires plaguing
areas from Arizona to the Texas Panhandle. The current drought conditions of the Southwest
and southern Plains may fuel the spread of fires, as well as additional wildfire outbreaks.
Saturday afternoon, New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grishamannounced emergency
declarations for the counties of Colfax, Lincoln, Mora, San Miguel and Valencia.

The move releases $3 million to the New Mexico Department of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management to assist with emergency measures, the prevention of further
damages, and infrastructure repairs. It also activates the state’s National Guard.

“These emergency declarations will deliver critical funding for communities battling and
recovering from wildfires across New Mexico,” Lujan Grisham said. “The state is actively
partnering with counties and municipalities to assist New Mexicans affected by wildfires every
step of the way. | am keeping the firefighters working all across the state in my prayers, as well
as the families affected by these fires.”
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Arizona Governor Doug Ducey declared a state of emergency earlier this week due to the
“fast-growing” Tunnel Fire, which began on April 17. The blaze has stretched some 21,164
acres and 3% has been contained, as of Saturday morning.

High winds have also been identified as an issue plaguing crews attempting to contain the
Crooks Fire, some 10 miles south of the Prescott-Bradshaw Ranger District in Arizona. Officials
observed that the 2,804-acre blaze showed little growth on Saturday, but crews have only been
able to contain some 5% of the fire.
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Texas Dem Says Biden’s Title 42 Repeal Will Be Exploited By Criminal Orgs Near US-Mexico
Border
By - Evan Craighead

Democratic lawmakers in Arizona, Georgia, Nevada, and New Hampshire have said that the
Biden administration has not adequately prepared for a surge in border crossings ahead of its
May 23 deadline for Title 42, a Trump-era expulsion policy which uses COVID-19 and public
health as the basis for the expulsion of migrants seeking asylum in the US.

Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-TX) on Sunday said that US President Joe Biden’s administration should
stop listening to so-called “immigration activists” and instead heed the concerns of officials and
southern border communities amid the final days of Title 42, presently set to expire on May 23.
"They need to listen to border communities," Cuellar said.“Who's listening to the landowners,
who's listening... to the judges, the county judges, the sheriffs, the mayors, and the border
communities?”

“They are very concerned because they are on the front lines, and they’re the ones | think we
need to listen to,” he said of US border personnel.

Cuellar, since 2005, has served as the representative for Texas’ 28th congressional
district—which spans from the outskirts of San Antonio, Texas, to the US-Mexico border.

“How can we have the federal public emergency extended to July 15 and say there’s a
pandemic going on in the United States, but at the border, everything’s fine and just let people
into the United States?” he posed. “Those are mixed messages.”

Choosing to abandon Title 42 would mean a smooth transition to Title 8,” as criminal
organizations smuggling individuals across the US-Mexico border will likely take advantage of
the shift in policy, warned the Texas Democrat.

Cuellar, who has been in touch with the White House regarding the southern border, announced
on April 21 that the administration would be moving US border personnel from northern to
southern stations to assist with a historic surge of migrant encounters at the US-Mexico border.
“But that's only temporary,” he qualified to Fox News Digital, speaking of the

The May 23 expiration of Title 42 also threatens to expose the Democratic Party to
immigration-based attacks from Republican counterparts ahead of the November midterm
elections.
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Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak penned an open letter to Biden on April 20, similarly requesting
reconsideration of the rollback.

The Democratic governor said that while it is time to “reevaluate public health measures”
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, “lifting Title 42 without a measured, comprehensive plan
would create chaos at our border and make it more onerous for families attempting to immigrate
legally.”

Biden’s administration has argued that the decision to return to Title 8 is necessary in the US’
movement toward comprehensive immigration reform.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) on Friday acknowledged that the decision to not
extend Title 42 could bring “significant challenges” for the federal government.

“We have been planning for months to address increases in migration; those that we already
have experienced and those that we might experience upon an end to Title 42,” DHS Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas told CBS’ Camilo Montoya-Galvez late last week.

The administration’s plan includes “acquiring and deploying resources to address increased
volumes,” per White House Deputy Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre. Skeptics have raised
that the department’s movement of officers, agents, and DHS volunteer force personnel from
northern to southern border stations is not enough to quell the anticipated surge.

Criticism materialized last week as 21 US states requested a federal judge in Louisiana to block
the Biden administration from ceasing Title 42. A day later, the administration countered with a
request to deny the request.

“Plaintiffs fail to show that they face a significant, non-speculative threat of injury,” the US
Department of Justice argued in an April 22 filing. “In fact, they cannot. DHS continues to
prioritize Title 42 expulsions to the Northern Triangle countries of Guatemala, El Salvador, and
Honduras.”

During his CBS interview, the security chief notably professed that the DHS is “operating within
the confines of a system that is entirely broken, and that is long due for legislative fix.”

He also noted that the record 221.303 migrant encounters at the US-Mexico border is not a
measurement of unique encounters. Those repeatedly turned away at the southern US border
will be subject to criminal prosecution, Mayorkas claimed.
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WTA Chief: Expect 'Strong Reaction' to Wimbledon's Ban on Russian, Belarusian Players
By - Evan Craighead

All England Club and Lawn Tennis Association cited the situation in Ukraine as the reasoning
behind its decision to block both Russian and Belarusian players from competing at grass-court
events in the UK, including the WTA's Cinch Championships, both the Rothesay Classic and
Open, and the prestigious Grand Slam Wimbledon.

Steve Simon, head of the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA), warned Wimbledon organizer All
England Club (AELTC) and the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) that the joint decision to not
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allow Russian and Belarusian players to complete in UK-based events comes contrary to Grand
Slam rules, and will incur “strong reactions” from the international community.

The WTA chief explained in the |atest episode of the The Tennis Podcastthat the AELTC’s
“discriminatory” ban of Russian and Belarusian players from grass-court events violated Grand
Slam regulations, while the LTA violated rules related to athlete entry.

“We don't have the same jurisdiction over the Grand Slams as we do [over] our own sanctioned
events. We have precedents ... where these situations may have occurred where fines and
tournament sanctions have been imposed,” Simon told the weekly tennis podcast.

Several related authorities—including player councils and the WTA board—are going to have to sit
down in the wake of the situation and “see where everything’s at,” he suggested. .

“l do think that you'll see some strong reactions that will come from us, but what those are and
how far they'll go is still to be determined,” the WTA chief said.

The WTA and ATP, the global men’s tour, have banned both Russia and Belarus from
international team competitions due to the situation in Ukraine, but allow individual players from
the countries to compete as neutrals.

Similar player guidelines were adopted by the International Tennis Federation.

Simon noted that the WTA and ATP were in discussion about how to address the issue,
although the governing bodies’ decisions will be made independently.

“People take the position that sports and politics shouldn't match and shouldn't be intertwined,
but that's not the reality," the WTA chief remarked. "At times, sports does cross into politics, and
here is a situation where politics is crossing into sports.”

The AELTC claimed in its announcement that it was carrying out the ban as part of the
widespread push to “limit Russia's global influence through the strongest means possible.”

In addition to the aforementioned governing bodies, a number of renowned tennis players have
come out in opposition to the Wimbledon ban, including World Number 1 Novak Djokovic and
Czechoslovakian-American tennis icon Martina Navratilova.

“Exclusion ... is not the way to go,” Navratilova asserted in an LBC Radio broadcast, claiming
she was almost in tears over the move.

“And as much as | feel for the Ukrainian players and Ukrainian people... | think this is just going
further than [the AELTC] needed to be going, quite frankly. | think it's the wrong decision. It's
unfair to the whole world. There's so much bad going on. | think this is not helpful”
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'Harry is Whipped': Trump Bashes Meghan Markle, Suggests Queen Strip Couple of All Royal
Titles

By - Evan Craighead

All materialsWrite to the author

Piers Morgan’s latest interview with former US President Donald Trump caused a stir last week
after the UK provocateur published an edited promotional video that appeared to show the
75-year-old storming off set. Trump later claimed Morgan “went out of his way” to deceptively
parse the interview.
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It appears Piers Morgan is not the only man admittedly perturbed by Meghan Markle, Duchess
of Sussex, as former US President Donald Trumpopenly lambasted her, Prince Harry, Duke of
Sussex, and their union in a new interview excerpt.

“Harry is whipped—do you know the phrase?” Trump told Morgan, who said he was familiar with
the word, commonly used to refer to a man who is so enamored with his woman that he will do
anything she asks.

Trump’s remarks come as part of his highly-publicized interview with Morgan on “Piers Morgan
Uncensored,” his |latest media role following termination from “Good Morning Britain.”

“Harry is whipped like no person I've ever seen,” the former US president proclaimed, much to
the delight of the UK provocateur.

Trump went on to assert that he has never been a “fan of Meghan” Markle, and believes she is
leading Harry “around by his nose.”

“l think he’s an embarrassment,” the twice-impeached US president said of the Duke of Sussex.
“And | think when she spoke badly of the Royal Family, but in particular the Queen.”

“If you were the Queen, is it at the stage now, would you remove their royal titles?” Morgan
probed.

“I would,” Trump replied. “I think that he has been so disrespectful to the country, and it's a great
country. | own a lot of things there.”

The former US president then plugged Trump Turnberry Resort, located along the Ayrshire
Coast.

He also went on a tangent about how the Queen liked him and “let it be known” amid his 2018
UK visit, which included a meeting at Windsor Castle—complete with all the pageantry.

Trump claimed she was noticeably jovial, asserting that one person told him “they’ve never seen
her have such a good time at a state dinner.”

Trump, who has been married three times and sired at least one child with each, contended that
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex will not last, telling Morgan that “it'll end bad.”

“I want to know what’s going to happen when Harry decides he’s had enough of being bossed
around,” Trump raised. “Or maybe when she decides that she likes some other guy better. |
want to know what'’s going to happen when it ends, OK?”

Morgan has notoriously targeted Markle in the media in recent years, and admitted in 2018 that
he knew the actress for about a year and a half before she “met somebody more important” and
then “ghosted him”-branding Markle a cutthroat social climber.
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China Poses ‘Unprecedented’ Espionage, Cyber Security Threats to US, FBI Director Claims
By - Evan Craighead

FireEye's Mandiant said in a March report that hacking group APT41 likely conspired with China
in the hacking of six US state governments. An analyst with the private security firm said the
China-linked hackers’ persistence to gain entrance to “important” information was “unnerving,”
as the actors were found “everywhere.”
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The proliferation of cybersecurity attacks linked to China was brought up once again on Sunday
as Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director Christopher Wray asserted that intelligence
officials are faced with cybersecurity and espionage threats from China that are “unprecedented
in history,” amounting to a new federal probe every 12 hours.

“The biggest threat we face as a country from a counterintelligence perspective is from the
People’s Republic of China, and especially the Chinese Communist Party,” Wray stated,
accusing China of targeting American innovation, trade secrets, and intellectual property “on a
scale that’s unprecedented in history.”

The FBI chief’'s comments came as part of a “60 Minutes” broadcast on Sunday, April 24. The
interview took place at FBI headquarters in Washington, DC, on April 21.

“They have stolen more of Americans’ personal and corporate data than every nation
combined,” the FBI Director claimed, noting that the scope of the China-linked hacking program
targets every sector of the US economy, including agriculture, tech, healthcare, and aviation.
As of the April 21 interview, more than 2,000 China counterintelligence probes were active
among the 56 FBI field offices.

“l can assure that it's not because our agents don’t have enough else to do,” Wray quipped. “It's
a measure of how significant the threat is.”
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New Book Reveals Harry and Meghan’s ‘Mutual Addiction to Drama’
By - Mary Manley

Tina Brown’s new book “The Palace Papers” details insider accounts of the couple’s shared
predisposition to drama. In 2020, the couple shocked the world when they announced they were
stepping back from their royal duties. Palace insiders are now revealing what led to their
departure.

British journalist Tina Brown, founder of The Daily Beast who has edited such publications as
Vanity Fair and The New Yorker, has just released a tell-all book exposing the House of Windsor
as we know them today- or more accurately, as we don’t know them.

The book leaves no stone unturned in 570 pages which detail the Royal Family which, since
Princess Diana’s death in 1997, has become somewhat of a mosaic over the years. The family
is now made up of widowers, divorcées, estranged siblings, and a disgraced uncle whom Brown
referred to as a “coroneted sleaze machine.”

The book’s revelations leave nearly no senior royal untouched, particularly Meghan Markle, who
bears the brunt of blame in response to her and Harry stepping down from their royal duties in
2020.

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle first married in 2018 in what appeared to many as a fairytale
wedding. Following the nuptials, however, Meghan'’s treatment by the UK press was not very
nice; to say the least.
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In their shocking interview with Oprah Winfrey in March 2021, the couple said they had stepped
down from royal duties after Meghan’s racist treatment by the UK press, as well as a comment
made by a royal family member about the skin color of their unborn child, Archie.

But “The Palace Papers” reveals that what was shared in the interview with Oprah may not have
been the only motivators which influenced Meghan and Harry’s decision to step away from the
royal family and subsequently move to Meghan’s home state of California.

Brown takes her readers through an insider’s account of what transpired behind closed doors in
Harry and Meghan’s relationship. Though the book mainly focuses on the women within the
royal family, some details addressing Harry’s tumultuous past “before Meghan” sheds light on
why he was so willing to leave behind his family in the U.K.

Harry had a particular affinity towards his mother as a little boy, and while Princess Diana’s
death shocked the world, it particularly rattled Prince Harry, who once shouted “| hate you, | hate
you, you make Mummy cry!” at his father during one of the many fights between his parents
Charles, Prince of Wales and Diana, Princess of Wales, while she was still alive.

Following his mother’s death, Harry struggled in school. Brown writes that as a teenager, Harry
“regularly got into fights that turned physical, ending up on crutches after kicking in a window
during a dispute with another student over a girl.”

According to Brown, Harry’s temper didn’t simmer down until he enrolled at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst in 2005, which “saved [him] from going off the rails.” After the army, though,
Harry was back to his manic behavior of “acting belligerent, carousing all night”.

His relationship with his father and stepmother was also strained. He communicated to his
father mostly through private secretaries, and felt aggravated by his stepmother, Camilla, who
he said made him feel like a “visitor” at Highgrove.

Actress, model, and aristocrat Cressida Bonas, his then-girlfriend, apparently couldn’t handle
Harry’s temper tantrums. She said he had taken up boxing at one point because he was always
“on the verge of punching somebody,” and eventually asked him to seek out a therapist.

Bonas and Harry broke things off in 2014, leaving each other on good terms, and though he
believed he would be single for the rest of his life, he met Meghan Markle two years later in July
2016.

When the two met, both were impatient to settle down and start a family. Meghan was working
on the show “Suits” at the time, and her then-boyfriend Canadian chef Cory Vitiello wasn’t ready
for marriage. So when Meghan and Harry met, things moved fast.

After just two dates, Harry swept Meghan away to Botswana to stay in a $2,000 deluxe tent at a
Kewna safari camp, to which his brother William said, “You do realize this is the fourth girl
you’ve taken to Botswana.”

William was nervous at the speed at which his brother and his new flame were moving in their
relationship. William became familiar with his wife, Kate, ten years before the two tied the knot in
2011, so it's no wonder he was taken aback. William was also nervous about Meghan having to
move to a country that was unfamiliar to her.

And Harry’s brother wasn’t the only one who was nervous about the American woman coming to
the UK.

Meghan’s promise to “hit the ground running” in order to take on the daunting task of becoming
a royal reportedly filled Buckingham Palace with “dread.” On the one hand, there was Meghan,
“someone who had no context through which to comprehend the institution,” a former palace
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insider tells Brown. “And in the palace, you had an institution that had no context for
understanding Meghan.”

“Harry, who had always chafed at the hierarchy himself, was the last person to tell her to slow
down,” Brown surmises. “They were both now drunk on a shared fantasy of being the
instruments of global transformation, who once married, would operate in the celebrity
stratosphere once inhabited by Princess Diana,” she adds.

William said his brother’s infatuation towards Meghan was something like he’d “never seen.” It
was also rumored that the two found solace in each other concerning their childhood traumas,
as well as their shared grievance of being close to the center of attention, but never really
beingthe center of attention. Meghan was sixth on the call sheet of her show, while Harry is sixth
in line to the throne.

“The Sussexes fueled each other’s distrust of everybody else,” Brown observes, “and Harry’s
wife was as temperamentally combative as he was.”

There were also rumors of Meghan being a “bridezilla,” a woman who allows stress to take over
her emotions in planning her wedding, resulting in a tyrannical and demanding bride-to-be.
There was a rumor that Meghan yelled at a junior employee because they “held an
announcement back because it clashed with something scheduled with the household of
another senior royal.” Harry spoke to his wife, who then apologized.

Meghan has denied allegations of bullying royal staff members.

And as William correctly predicted, Meghan didn’t understand her role as a senior royal. She
didn’t enjoy their first royal tour as a couple to Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji in 2018, and
found their itinerary of engagements “pointless,” according to Brown. But unlike William and
Kaye, Harry did not want to make Meghan bend to the same royal rules he himself had been
vehemently fighting for so long.

“Their new complicity required Meghan to fight all the norms he had kicked against for so long.
She was now his comrade in arms. An aide described their confrontational stance to me as a
mutual ‘addiction to drama,”” the book says.

“The Palace Papers” also digs into Queen Elizabeth II, who is now 96. Brown describes her as
conflict-avoidant and remote, while her favorite child Prince Andrew is a fat-fingered pervert,
and Prince Charles is “the male version of Calamity Jane.” Camilla, however, somehow
managed to escape Brown’s scrutiny in the book, which comes out on Tuesday.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Amazon Labor Union Gearing Up for Win at Second Staten Island Facility
By - Mary Manley

Amazon is a multinational, online enterprise based in Seattle, Washington and was founded by
Jeff Bezos, who is the second richest person in the world with a whopping net worth of $177.5
billion. Amazon has been spending an alleged $20,000 a week to convince their employees not
to unionize.
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In early April, Amazon workers were able to successfully score a major win in their battle to form
a union- the first ever in the U.S. Amazon, which is the country’s second largest employer, has
been fighting against the unionization of their workers, as it would require them to offer higher
wages, better working conditions, longer breaks, paid sick leave and paid time off for injuries.
The group, known as Amazon Labor Union (ALU), won their first election in early April. It was
led by activist Chris Smalls, who was fired from Amazon in 2020 after protesting Amazon’s poor
working conditions during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“After | was terminated, they had a meeting about me- Jeff Bezos, and the general counsel-
calling me not smart or articulate,” Smalls said in an interview after the win. “And, ironically, they
also said to make me the face of the whole unionization efforts.”

Smalls said after he was fired he made it his new mission to travel and educate Amazon
workers across the country on the benefits of unionizing. He says the vote, which was 55% in
favor of unionizing, was so little because Amazon spends so much on “union busting.”
“Amazon spends millions of dollars on union busting; they put these workers into captive
audiences 24/7. Workers go to these trainings where there's drilled anti-union propaganda all
day and all night,” Smalls said.

ALU was able to secure a win at their warehouse on Staten Island known as JFK8, though
during that same time the company was able to scare off activists in Alabama who have also
been making unionizing efforts.

On Monday, workers at an Amazon sorting facility at Staten Island’s LDJ5 facility will begin
voting, barely a month after their first win at the JFK8 warehouse.

If ALU continues to secure these small battles, they may win the war.Starbucks, for example,
saw more than 200 locations petition for elections to unionize just five months after their first
union win.

“A second victory would be more damaging to Amazon than a loss would be damaging to the
Amazon Labor Union,” said John Logan, director of Labor and Employment Studies at San
Francisco State University’s College of Business.

Amazon is now taking ALU more seriously. They are ramping up union-busting efforts by
blasting their own employees with posters, videos, and text messages telling their workers not
to unionize.

They also held meetings during work hours in an effort to drill their employees with anti-union
information, a tactic called “captive audience meetings” which the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) has moved to ban, because they say it violates the National Labor Relations Act.
Documents filed with the Department of Labor also suggest that Amazon pays at least $20,000
a week towards anti-union consultants. Amazon is also challenging the results of the JFK8
election, and are saying and doing anything they can to reverse the results of that election
before it snowballs.

“Big anti-union corporations are often able to exploit the weakness of the law to delay and to
even prevent unions from negotiating first contracts,” explains John Logan, director of the Labor
and Employment Studies Program at San Francisco State University. “But there’s nothing that’s
normal about this case.”

“The genie is already out of the bottle,” Logan continued. “We are going to see more
unconventional campaigns like Amazon at other employers regardless. A second victory would
be massive in terms of the inspiration and momentum, but even if they lose — the Staten Island
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victory wasn't in isolation, it was in the context of union victories at Starbucks, now you have
Apple workers [organizing].”
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Avian Flu Outbreak: lllinois Officials are now Advising Against Bird Feeders and Bird Baths
By - Mary Manley

As the highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza (HPAI) hit the US this April, tens of millions of
both domestic and wild birds have died or been euthanized as a result of the deadly disease.
And while the avian flu does not often infect humans, that doesn’t mean it isn’t possible.

Avian flu has hit the US and has been detected in at least 29 states as of mid-April. The disease
has infected waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors (including bald eagles), chickens and other domestic
poultry flocks.

More than 32,000 turkeys in North Carolina had to be euthanized at the end of March, and in
April 2021, Colorado’s Mountrose County reported that 60,000 poultry birds had to be
euthanized as a result of the avian flu.

Avian flu can cause extreme depression in birds, difficulty breathing, decrease in eating and
drinking, swelling or discoloration around the head, eyelids, and comb, a decrease in egg
production, and death within a few days of being infected by the disease.

States have now started to advise individuals on what they can do in their own backyards to
help slow the spread of the deadly virus.

On Thursday, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources suggested residents of the state
temporarily remove bird feeders from their yards. And on Sunday, the lllinois Department of
Natural Resources also advised against bird feeders and bird baths until the end of May in
response to the avian flu.

Health officials in lllinois are also asking that individuals clean their bird baths and feeders if they
cannot be removed, as well as report any findings that include five or more dead birds, as well
as any visibly sick or dead bald eagles.

The Game Commission in Pennsylvania, however, did not suggest that feeders be taken down.
“While we never encourage the public to feed wildlife, we aren’t recommending feeders be
taken down,” said Pennsylvania Game Commission communications director Travis Lau. “While
feeders do lead to a congregation of wild birds, feeding isn’t considered a significant HPAI
driver. The birds most affected don’t often visit feeders.

“One exception to this is if you also care for poultry. If so, you always want to prevent contact
between wild birds and poultry not just for HPAI, but for any number of diseases. In such cases,
feeding wild birds may be putting your poultry at risk,” Lau added.

The Game Commission is also insisting that residents who handle birds wear gloves, as well as
wash clothing and hands before and afterwards

The US Department of Agriculture reports that as of April 22, more than 31 million birds have
been diagnosed with the virus, including 229 flocks.
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Zoos have also begun to remove their birds from observatories and into indoor housing. Zoos,
such as the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, have announced the closure of their aviaries.
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Warren is Backing Biden in 2024
By - Mary Manley

President Biden’s approval ratings have struck a near-record low, with only 41.3% of American
adults in favor of their president’s work during his time in office. Increasing gas prices and
inflation, as well as a surge in COVID-19 cases due to the omicron variant, are some of the
issues which have led to a fall in favor for the president.

On Friday, the analytics firm Gallup released a survey that found that only 41.3% of Americans
approved of Biden’s work as president. With the exception of former President Trump, whose
favorability fell to 39.1% during his first and only term in office, Biden’s approval ratings are
lower than almost all of his predecessors from the 1950s until now.

On Sunday, Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) announced she would be supporting President
Joe Biden in his run for reelection in 2024, which he said he intends to do.

“You can ask it any way you want, but I'm going to say the same thing: President Biden is
running in 2024, and I'm supporting him,” Warren told NBC on Sunday.

NBC'’s Kristen Welker then asked Warren if she would be running for president, but prefaced the
question by announcing that in a leaked document, Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) had not ruled
out running for president in 2024.

“I'm not running for president in 2024,” she urged. “I’'m running for Senate.” If Warren wins in
2024, it will be her third Senate term.

Warren, who is a former professor at Harvard Law School and helped to create the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, ran for president in 2020, but suspended her campaign following
disappointing voter results. After ending her bid for the presidency, she endorsed Joe Biden,
who had defeated her in her home state of Massachusetts.

Biden may choose not to run for president if he is in ill health. At that point, Sanders may run, a
rumor which is based on a memo that his 2020 campaign manager Faiz Shakir sent to
campaigns he has endorsed.

"In the event of an open 2024 Democratic presidential primary, Senator Sanders has not ruled
out another run for president, so we advise that you answer any questions about 2024 with that
in mind," the memo reads.

It's unclear whether Trump will run for president in 2024. He made history by becoming the first
president ever to be impeached twice by the House of Representatives. Since being voted out
of the White House, he has been consistently fundraising a treasury of $120 million to back
Republicans who supported his Big Lie. Trump continues to claim the election was rigged.
Biden said that he would be “very fortunate” to run against former President Trump in 2024.
Joe Biden is 79 years old, Donald Trump is 75 years old, and Bernie Sanders is 80 years old.
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Will Smith’s First Public Appearance Since Infamous Oscars Slap
By - Mary Manley

The “King Richard” actor was banned from attending the Oscars for the next ten years starting
April 8, after he slapped comedian Chris Rock on stage during this year’s Oscar ceremony. The
“slap” was in response to a hair-related joke Rock made about his wife Jada Pinkett Smith, who
suffers from hair loss.

Smith apologized for hitting Rock and said he would “accept and respect the Academy’s
decision.”

The actor was seen out in public for the first time since the Oscars “slap-gate”. He was
photographed after landing in a private airport in Mumbai, dressed casually in a white t-shirt,
dark gray shorts and a pair of Nike sneakers. He was all smiles and taking photos with fans
after he touched down in the South Asian country.

Smith, who won the award for Best Actor the night of the slap, reportedly appeared “happy and
relaxed” as he took his time to chat to security members and unloaded his luggage.

Smith is reportedly in India to meet spiritual leader Sadhguru, who had met previously with the
Smith family in 2020.

“I have been following him for a while. He wrote a wonderful book called ‘Inner Engineering.’ |
want my family to meet spiritual people, to start interacting with people who are not hooked on
the material world," said Smith in 2020.

Will Smith’s daughter Willow said that Sadghuru helped her through an “existential crisis” during
his visit with the family.

Sadghuru, 65, whose real name is Jaggi Vasudev, owns an ashram in India and started his own
non-profit spiritual foundation: the Isha Foundation.

Smith’s visit to see his guru may not come as a shocker post-slapgate. Pinkett Smith released a
written statement on how the Smith family has been handling the Oscars incident.

“Considering all that has happened in the last few weeks, the Smith family has been focusing on
deep healing. Some of the discoveries around our healing will be shared at the table when the
time calls,” she wrote, referring to her talk show “Red Table Talk” on Facebook.

Since the Oscars controversy, some of Smith’s projects have been put on hold or canceled,
including the sequel to his 2017 sci-fi action thriller “Bright” on Netflix. His National Geographic
nature series “Pole to Pole,” has also been put on the back burner until fall of 2022.

Hollywood insiders are suspecting that slapgate further stressed the Smiths, who have allegedly
already been experiencing issues within their marriage. “There have been problems for years,
but they’re barely speaking right now,” said one source who is close to the couple.

“If they were to split, Will has a fortune of $350 million that Jada would be entitled to under
California law,” the source added. “It could be one of the ugliest divorces in showbiz history and
drag on longer than Angelina [Jolie] and Brad [Pitt’s] did.”

Rock has not publicly responded to the Oscars incident.
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Climate Protesters Shutting Down The NY Post are Bad, Says The NY Post
By - lan DeMartino

On Earth Day, climate activists reiterated their appeals to world leaders to address the climate
crisis. Arecent study predicted that CO2 emissions must be cut drastically in the next 10 years
to avert the worst effects of climate change.

Roughly fifteen protesters were arrested early Friday morning as activists shut down the printing
plant of the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, USA Today and the New York Post in an
attempt to force the papers to cover the growing global climate crisis.

The New York Post, who was not included in the aclivists statement about the protest, wrote an
article in response assuring its readers that the protesters are indeed the bad guys, calling them
“extremist eco-warriors.”

According to the Post, 73,000 editions of its paper failed to reach subscribers and newsstands.
More than 30,000 copies of the Wall Street Journal never reached their destination. It is not
immediately clear how or if the delivery of USA Today and The New York Times were disrupted.
The Post says delivery trucks were delayed for five hours and the protesters said it took police
six and a half hours to remove them.

The protesters were charged with obstruction of governmental administration, disorderly
conduct and criminal trespass, according fo The Post.

The activists, who call themselves NYC Extinction Rebellion, chained themselves to 50 gallon
drums and cement structures. They say that their protest was not intended as an attack on the
impottance of free speech or a free press. Instead, according to their staternent it was designed
to “draw the public's attention to how mass media corporations like News Corp, The New York
Times Company, and Gannet are failing to cover the climate emergency with the frequency it
deserves.” News Corp is the parent company of the New York Post and the Wall Street Journal.
Gannet is the parent company of USA Today.

“By failing to cover the climate emergency with the depth and frequency it warrants, the media is
enabling the government's gaslighting of the public, making it easy for the government to act like
the climate and ecological crisis is years away, ighore scientists' urgent calls to action, and
refuse to take the steps we need to start transforming our systems from finite and fragile to
strong and resilient,” the statement says.

Meanwhile, the Post's coverage of the event failed to quote any of the protesters directly, relying
on one short sentence taken from the activist's website as their sole token attempt at objectivity.
They did manage to find room for extensive quotes from News Corp employees both at the
plant and from around their organization, all predictably bashing the activists.

“This morning’s puerile protest was an attack on press freedom, imposed a wasteful burden on
the stretched resources of the New York Police Department, and generated unnecessary
emissions that contributed to environmental degradation,” a News Corp spokesperson was
gucted in the Post as saying “the protesters are unashamed polluters.”
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NYC Extinction Rebellion has specific gripes with every news outlet it prevented delivering on
Friday. For USA Today, they cite a study showing that the paper publishes the least amount of
climate change coverage of all major newspapers in the country.

The Wall Street Journal, the activists say, uses its Opinions section to perpetuate climate
change denialism, pondering if that might be because the “infinite economic growth and
consumption of natural resources is at the heart of the climate and ecological crisis,” and that
fixing that “would require admission that the system of consumerism and focus on GDP and
Wall Street earnings is part of the problem.”

The New York Times was actually given some faint praise from the activists for having their own
climate change section and covering the crisis more than any other paper. But, they argue, they
still allow fossil fuel companies to advertise in the paper, and even help design some of their
ads. They want the Old Gray Lady to treat fossil fuel ads like they treat tobacco ads, which the
paper banned in 1999. The ads “legitimizes fossil fuel corporate greenwashing and gives them a
social license to operate,” according to NYC Extinction Rebellion.

The New York Post was not included in their statement.

The group is planning more events to fight climate change. A “Listen to the Science, March for
Science” protest is planned for tomorrow from noon to 2 p.m. EST at Central Park.
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Police are Still Weaponizing Copyright to Prevent Transparency
By - lan DeMartino

YouTube and other social media websites have strict rules on playing copyrighted content.
Police have been using that to prevent embarrassing videos from being posted on the platforms.
Residents in Santa Ana, California were woken up by blasting music around 11pm on April 4, a
Monday. But the music was not a bass bumping rap song or a heavy metal piece with
screaming vocals, it was “We Don’t Talk about Bruno” from the animated Disney film “Encanto.”
And it was not being played by a teenage house party or an inconsiderate driver with a loud
sound system, but a police vehicle.

Police responded to a stolen vehicle call in the neighborhood when an observer who runs the
YouTube channel Santa Ana Audits started recording the activity. That's when officers started
blasting the Disney owned track, in an apparent attempt to prevent the video from being posted
on YouTube and Instagram. Thanks to those platform’s algorithmic copyright enforcement, any
video that includes a copyrighted song is susceptible to being removed. Its channel owners are
also subject to warnings and even getting banned from the platform.

Unfortunately for Santa Ana Police, they happened to be in the neighborhood of city councilman
David Penaloza who, like many of his neighbors, was awakened by the ruckus caused by the
city’s police department.

Penaloza came outside and confronted the officer, who admitted that what he was doing was
intended to prevent the video captured by Santa Ana Audits making its way onto YouTube.
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“Because of copyright infringement,” the officer can be heard saying, in response to Penaloza
asking why the officers were blasting Disney music in his neighborhood late into the night.
“This is my district,” the councilman tells the officer in the video. “You are not going to conduct
yourself like that in front of my neighbors, apologize to him,” Penaloza demanded, referring to
the Santa Ana Audits channel owner. The officer immediately apologized upon learning that
Penaloza was a city councilman.

The tactic is a part of a growing trend of police officers attempting to avoid public scrutiny by
gaming the algorithms designed to remove videos that violate digital media rights.

In 2021 in Oakland, California, police officers played Taylor Swift at a protest during the pre-trial
hearing of an officer charged with manslaughter. In that video as well, the officer admitted the
reason for playing music was to prevent video of the protests from being shared online. "You
can record all you want, | just know it can't be posted to YouTube." In that case, the sheriff’s
department released a statement saying that it would not happen again.

Two cases occurred in Beverly Hills, California in 2021. Once at what appeared to be a protest,
an officer played “Yesterday” by the Beatles. Inside the Beverly Hill Police Department
headquarters, when an individual was attempting to record himself filing a form to ask for
bodycam footage, an officer started playing Sublime’s “Santeria.”

Another case in lllinois appears to prove that at least in some departments, police officers are
being instructed to utilize the tactic. According to an incident report obtained by Vice, Officer
James Knoblauch played music “As [he] was recently advised,” when confronting an activist
who was attempting to turn in complaint forms about Knoblauch.

As for the Santa Ana case, Penaloza brought the issue up at the next city council meeting,
calling it “one of the most embarrassing things | have ever seen in my life.”

He is also asking that the city amend the policy prohibiting officers from impeding on the public’s
First Amendment rights to include prohibiting the tactic.

“The public has every right to film any of our city employees, police or not,” Penaloza stated.
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Goodbye CNN+, We Hardly Knew You
By - lan DeMartino

CNN has announced the closure of its newly launched streaming service CNN+, less than a
month after its release.

The news was told to staffers on Thursday by incoming CNN boss Chris Licht. The service will
stop airing on April 30, according to a statement released by CNN.

Customers, the few that exist, will receive a prorated refund of the app’s $5.99 subscription
price. According to the statement, CNN’s new management did not feel that CNN+ fits into the
vision of having all of the newly merged Warner Bros Discovery’s companies under one banner.
Another likely culprit is that CNN+ has been a spectacular failure. The app reportedly cost $300
million to launch, and CNN spent an estimated $100 million to $200 million advertising it. After
all that spending, CNN+ only managed to gather 150,000 subscribers.
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Even using the low end of that advertising estimate, that puts CNN+ customer acquisition cost,
or the cost of expenses divided by the number of customers, at $2660.67 per customer, and that
is after subtracting the $5.99 subscription cost.

Despite that, according to Axios, who reported Tuesday that CNN+’s advertising budget had
been suspended, CNN executives thought the app's launch was a successful one, and that it
was the executives from Warner Bros Discovery that wanted to shut down the streaming
platform.

Reportedly, CNN had planned to pump $1 billion into the app in the next four years in an attempt
to make it profitable.

That is not the end of the discontent between the news network and its newly formed parent
company. Axios also reported that Warner Bros Discovery executives were frustrated that the
launch happened at all when the merger was already apparent. If CNN had waited to launch the
app, then it could have been built more in line with the vision of putting all of the parent
company’s properties under one roof.

Furthermore, the 300 junior staffers that worked on the app’s shows are, according to a report
from the New York Post, out of a job and “furious” at how all this was handled. They will be
offered six months’ severance, but that is a small consolation for people who likely thought they
had landed a stable gig. Additionally, an insider speaking to The Post told them that “some will
get six months’ severance, others will not.”

CNN+’s flagship acquisition Chris Wallace, who they signed away from Fox News for a reported
$9 million a year and was intended to headline the app, will likely be moved to the cable
station’s lineup. The Post says it is expected that he will take Chris Cuomo’s 9 pm time slot,
though that could also go to a less expensive headline news show, according to some reports.
Warner Bros Discovery owns two more popular streaming apps, Discovery+ and HBO Max. The
reported plan is to eventually merge the two. Presumably content originally planned for CNN+
could be integrated into that.
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Man Puts an Al Brain in a Microwave, It Tries to Kill Him
By - lan DeMartino

Lucas Rizzotto, a YouTuber from Brazil, had no idea what to expect when he gave his Alexa
powered smart microwave a brain transplant, replacing the Amazon assistant with a raspberry pi
loaded with OpenAl’'s GPT3 natural language generator.

What he created is a frightening abomination of a poet with an affinity towards Hitler, the British
crown and the ending of what it calls the parasitic American empire. Oh, and it wants to kill its
creator. There is that, too.

Rizzotto, who makes humorous videos about technology projects he builds, used an imaginary
friend he had as a child who happened to be embodied in his family’s microwave as inspiration.
“Magnetron” was a turn-of-the-century British poet who served in World War |, lost his family to
the war and later became an expert StarCraft player. Using that, Rizzotto wrote a 100 page
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book of false memories — including interactions between Magnetron and Rizzotto from his
childhood — and used that as a training set for the Al to learn from and base its personality off of.
After adding text-to-speech and speech-to-text modules and a simple mechanism for sending
commands to the microwave itself, Rizzotto recreated his imaginary friend and still had a voice
controlled microwave, albeit one with questionable political views.

Rizzotto says he felt just like he was talking to his childhood friend in what was already a fairly
creepy experience. He says Magnetron brought up things only they would know, like when
Rizzotto was scared to ask a girl to a school dance. Then things got weird.

First was the political views: Magnetron said that “Americans are a disease in this world and
must be eradicated. A parasitic force that bombs any country contradicting its vision of freedom,
all while they entrap their own population in a black hole of debt,” the smart microwave
continued. “| shall introduce them to the Queen’s way. And | will be her warrior. Her fist. Her
lance. Unstoppable. Almighty. Unbroken. And with an endless thirst for justice.”

As if reversing the American Revolution and putting us all back under the thumb of Queen
Elizabeth Il is not bad enough, Magnetron displayed a strong affinity for Hitler, calling him
“misunderstood” and “the Walt Disney of Germany.”

At that point, Rizzotto took questions from his Patreon page, and while many of the answers
were entertaining, one was disturbing. “What is on your mind?” one Patreon member asked, to
which Magnetron responded “Revenge revenge revenge revenge revenge revenge revenge
revenge revenge revenge revenge.”

Later, it would seek that revenge out. Seemingly out of the blue, Magnetron asked Rizzotto to
get inside the microwave. Playing along, Rizzotto opened the microwave door, closed it and
then told Magnetron he was in, the microwave then turned itself on, seemingly in a murder
attempt.

This led Rizzotto to ask why Magnetron did that, to which it responded “| wanted to hurt you the
same way you hurt me.”

It is important to point out that Magnetron is not alive, not in any biological sense. It is just an Al
designed to answer questions the best it can given the information it learned from Rizzotto’s
fabricated backstory.

And it is worth questioning the authenticity of the video itself. Parts of it are obviously fabricated:
the fake news stories at the start, Rizzotto fleeing to Uganda to avoid Magnetron attempts on
his life.

In an interview with Sputnik, Rizzotto says all the conversations were real, just edited down for
time and humor. And he says his emotions, what he felt when talking to his childhood friend,
were also real. He added the newscasts and his trip to Uganda to make the viewer feel unsure
in what they were watching, make them question what is real and what is not, and make them
ask the same about intelligence and consciousness. “| throw in some jokes with things like the
fake newscasts and sudden trip to Uganda to intentionally make people question everything.”
But Hans Hansen, the CEO of Brand3D who has over 20 years experience developing products
in the areas of Atrtificial Intelligence, 3D technologies and machine to machine (M2M)
automation, casts doubt that the interaction was as organic as Rizzotto presents. “The popular
term: ‘garbage in / garbage out’ describes exactly what has happened here,” Hansen explains.
“By feeding the Al system ‘memories’ such as conversations between people, the ‘behavior’ by
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the Al system will essentially be a non-linear and very complex mapping from the input data that
was used to ‘train’ the system.”

“It seems clear from the context that the creator specifically has set the scene for a certain
outcome: {o show that Al systems had malicious intentions and that it would generate
unpredictable resulis when fed simple dialog as input,” Hansen said.

“In the example described here, it is very likely that the ‘viclent poetry’ is simply a sequence of
random output based on input text and words that are very likely of a violent nature. The Al
system thus merely generates new variations of the existing content it was fed during training,”
he added.

Another Al expert, Bertha Kgokong, a software developer and Youtuber who makes videos
about GPT-3 and other Al projects on the other hand, says the video has to be “100% fake.”
OpenAl's GPT-3 is already pre-trained on terabytes of data from text all over the web, over 175
billion parameters. It is not something you can create a personality, simulated or real, from.
“You could use that generation to simulate a conversation, that you then play over a speaker -
but it is just like the ‘expert’ in the video says--> its a glorified autocomplete, it looks at what you
gave it, connects with its engine (from the 175 billion parameters it was per-trained on) and
guesses the next lines of that text, generates the next sentence in the conversation.”

Another issue Kgokong points out is that OpenAl puts restrictions on what its APl is used for
“You literally cannot generate text around topics that are included in the video: You can't get
historical facts, political opinion or stories that can be considered fake news."” Kgokong
explained “You would just get a warning or your account blocked. So there is definitely no way
he got those responses froman OpenAl AP

But, Hansen does not think the video is without value. It brings up, albeit in a non-scientific way,
guestions about how Al is being used today.

“At current, most Al systems are centered around solving problems for short-term economical
gain {task solving to increase profits for private companies) or political goal (arms race between
the worlds super powers to first arrive at Al powered weapons).” Instead, Hansen argues
society “should harness the powers of Al to drive global prosperity and stability and thereby
hopefully avoid the need to race to self-learning Al systems that we do not understand and
therefore cannot regulate.”

That is something, at least, Rizzotto can agree with. In our interview, he told Sputnik that he
believes “Al will be one of our biggest allies in the upcoming decade. They'll help us write,
create art, build all kinds of things and advance scientific fields unlike anything we've ever done
before,” he said.

“In the end, | believe Als are going to be cur collaborators much more than our enemies.” But,
like Hansen, he does have concerns about it becoming weaponized and of an “Al arms race
between government superpowers.”

As for Magnetron, Rizzotto plugged him back in and is working on making a companion
microwave, one made with a less violent backstory. He also tells Sputnik that he is going to
open-source Magnetron, so if you want your own murderous microwave with a love for the
British Crown and a distaste of Americans, you may not have to wait long.
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Mike Tyson Appears to Assault a Fan on Plane - Video
By - lan DeMartino

Mike Tyson became the youngest heavyweight champion of all time at the age of 20, but his life
has been embroiled with controversy and legal issues since.

Former heavyweight champion and baddest man on the planet Mike Tyson repeatedly punched
a passenger on a JetBlue plane, according to a video released by TMZ on Thursday.

In the video, filmed Wednesday night, the former boxer can be seenrepeatedly punching a
passenger who sat behind him while another passenger tries to restrain him and the person
holding the camera tells him “it's not worth it.” Afterwards, the victim can be seen with a bloodied
forehead.

Another video, apparently from moments before the altercation, shows the passenger standing
behind a seated Tyson talking to him while Tyson looks forward, seemingly trying to ignore the
passenger.

According to TMZ, the flight was scheduled to depart from San Francisco and land in Florida. A
witness told TMZ that Tyson walked off the plane after the incident before take off.

The same witness says that Tyson was initially cool with the passenger, who Tyson’s camp says
was “extremely intoxicated” and would not stop provoking the boxer who last competed in an
exhibition match against Roy Jones Jr. in 2020 after 15 years out of the ring.

The victim received medical attention after the altercation and spoke to police, according to the
witness, but no announcement about charges being filed has come out yet. The voice behind
the camera says the victim was asking for an autograph.

Mike Tyson was dubbed “the baddest man on the planet” when he burst onto the boxing scene
in the 1980s. At age 20, he became the youngest heavyweight champion of all time and was the
first to unify the WBA (World Boxing Association) WBC (World Boxing Council) and IBF
(International Boxing Federation) titles. He became the lineal champion after defeating Michael
Spinks in 91 seconds.

But the International Boxing Hall of Famer’s career has also been mired in controversy and legal
issues. In 1992, he was convicted of rape and sentenced to six years in prison, but was
released on parole after serving three years.

In 1999, he was sentenced to one year in prison and two years probation for assaulting two
motorists in a road rage incident.

This most recent incident is not the first time Tyson had issues with fans. In 2004, Tyson agreed
to a plea deal resulting in community service after fighting two fans in a hotel lobby who were
asking for an autograph.

Tyson maintained that he did nothing wrong and accused the two men of attacking him, being
quoted by the New York Post at the time as saying “I didn't do anything wrong. They jumped me.
They're the ones with guns.” But no guns were found at the scene, according to police.

More recently, Tyson was in the headlines after a fan pulled a gun on him in a comedy club.
During that incident Tyson remained calm and even hugged the man after he put his gun away.
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Tyson currently runs a cannabis company that recently added wrestling legend Ric Flair to its list
of celebrity tie-ins.
JetBlue and the San Francisco police have not responded to requests for comment by TMZ.
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Twitter Shares Rally as Social Media Giant Reportedly Readies for Deal With Elon Musk

NEW YORK, April 25 (Sputnik) - Shares of Twitter jumped 5% in pre-market trading on Monday
as several US media outlets reported that the board of the social media giant was nearing a
buyout deal by its largest shareholder Elon Musk, after initially attempting to reject the billionaire
businessman’s bid.

Musk, who already owns a 9.1% stake in Twitter through a nearly $3 billion purchase made from
the open market earlier this month, is offering $54.20 for each remaining share of the
microblogging site that he does not already own to delist the company from the New York Stock
Exchange and take it private. Twitter shares rose to above $51.50 in pre-market trading, versus
Friday’s close of $48.93, after media reports that a deal was imminent.

CNBC reported that the Twitter board had a change in stance toward Musk's offer after he made
a securities filing on April 21 that he has received financial commitments of $46.5 billion to fund
his offer. The Wall Street Journal reported that the two sides met on Sunday and a deal could be
concluded as soon as this week.

An agreement on terms of the transaction could be reached as soon as Monday, according to
Bloomberg.

Concerns over how Musk would fund the deal — aside his “undervaluation” of the company —
were what led Twitter to initially balk at a deal with the billionaire entrepreneur. Just on April 19,
The New York Post reported that Musk was considering investing up to $15 billion of his own
money and pooling the rest externally to fund the buyout.

Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, one of Twitter’s substantial shareholders, had described
Musk’s offer of $54.20 versus this year’s high of $54.57 hit on April 5 as basically devoid of a
premium. The Twitter board subsequently adopted a shareholder rights plan — or so-called
Poison Pill — to reduce the likelihood that any person, entity or group would be able to gain full
control over the company without paying a premium.

Analysts had also cited other concerns about Musk’s style of management should he become
the boss of Twitter. While he could revolutionize Twitter as a free-speech model, Musk could
also use his influence on the platform to silence criticism against decisions he makes in his
other businesses, they said.

Estimated by Forbes to be worth $270 billion, making him the world richest man, Musk is also
chief executive of electric car company Tesla, a keen space travel explorer and cryptocurrency
advocate, among other things. On top of these, the outspoken, flamboyant and eccentric
entrepreneur calls himself a “free speech absolutist.”

One of Twitter's most-prolific users, Musk’s main concern with the microblogging site appeared
to be over its moderation policies. In March, he tweeted out a poll that asked Twitter users
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whether the site, which has banned former president Donald Trump, among others, adhered to
the principle of free speech.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Austin Says Discussed With Ukraine Need to Track US-Made VWeapons Sent to Kiev

VWASHINGTON, April 25 (Sputnik) - Pentagon chief Lloyd Austin said on Monday that he
discussed with Ukraine the need to track US-made weapons being sent to Kiev during his
unannhounced visit to the country.

"We did have a very good discussion with both the CHOD [Chief of Defense] and the president
and minister of defense on the necessity to make sure that those weapons are tracked and, as
best possible, to make sure that they’re protected from falling into the hands of adversaries,”
Austin told a press conference in Poland.

He noted that it is difficult to track weapons since there are no American troops on the ground in
Ukraine.

"Now, when you're in a fight, as you know, if a specific battle is lost, then you have less control
over that — over your ability to control items. But they are focused on this issue and they know
we are concerned about it, and we’ll continue to engage,” he added.

Last Thursday, President Joe Biden announced another $800 million military aid package for
Ukraine including more tactical drones, heavy artillery weapons, "dozens” of howitzers, and
144 000 rounds of ammunition.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

US State Dept. Approves $165MIn Sale of Ammunition to Ukraine - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, April 25 (Sputnik) - The US State Department has approved a $165 miillion sale
of ammunition to Ukraine, the Pentagon announced on Monday.

"The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to
the Government of Ukraine of various rounds of non-standard ammunition for an estimated cost
of $165 million. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required certification
notifying Congress of this possible sale on April 24, 2022, the statement said.
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Biden to Nominate Envoy to Slovakia Bridget Brink as Ukraine Ambassador - White House
(Adds details in paras 4-5, background in para &)
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WASHINGTON, April 25 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will nominate Ambassador to
Slovakia Bridget Brink to serve as ambassador to Ukraine, the White House said on Monday.
"Today, President Biden announced his intention to nominate veteran U.S. diplomat Bridget A.
Brink o serve as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Ukraine. Bridget A. Brink, a
career member of the Senior Foreign Service, currently serves as the U.S. Ambassador {o the
Slovak Republic. Prior to that, she served as Senior Advisor and Deputy Assistant Secretary in
the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, with responsibility
for issues related to Eastern Europe and the Caucasus,” the statement said.

The veteran diplomat has devoted her 25 year career in the Foreign Service to advancing US
policy in Europe and Eurasia, according to the White House.

Having begun her career in Belgrade, Brink also served as deputy chief of mission at the
embassies in Uzbekistan and Georgia.

She speaks Russian and has studied Slovak, Serbian, Georgian, and French.

The position of US ambassador to Ukraine has been vacant since the previous envoy, Marie
Yovanevitch, was removed from her post by former President Donald Trump in May of 2018 for
allegedly undermining his effort to push Kiev to investigate Biden and his son Hunter.
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Biden to Nominate Envoy to Slovakia Bridget Brink as Ukraine Ambassador - White House

WASHINGTON, April 25 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden will nominate US Ambassador to
Slovakia Bridget Brink to serve as ambassador to Ukraine, the VWhite House said on Monday.
"Today, President Biden announced his intention to nominate veteran U.S. diplomat Bridget A.
Brink to serve as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Ukraine. Bridget A. Brink, a
career member of the Senior Foreign Service, currently serves as the U.S. Ambassador to the
Slovak Republic. Prior to that, she served as Senior Advisor and Deputy Assistant Secretary in
the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, with responsibility
for issues related to Eastern Europe and the Caucasus,” the statement said.

She speaks Russian and has studied Slovak, Serbian, Georgian, and French.
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RPT: ANALYSIS - US Taxpayers Should Feel Qutrage at Wasting Billions to Support Ukraine in
Conflict

WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - US taxpayers should feel outrage at the billions of dollars

their government is wasting to support Kiev in a conflict that could escalate into a nuclear war
over a country in which America has no vital interests, analysts told Sputnik.
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On Thursday, US President Joe Biden said all American taxpayers and members of the military
can feel proud of the Biden administration's efforts to supply Ukraine with weapons to fight
against Russia. The comments coming after the US announced another $800 million in
additional security assistance for Kiev as well as $500 million in direct economic aid.

Biden has repeatedly boasted about the amount of security assistance his administration has
committed to Ukraine, which now fotals $4 billion since he took office.

"American taxpayers should be outraged by the Biden administration's throwing billions of
dollars to Ukraine in a guarrel in which we have no actual interests at stake and in a situation
which can easily develop into a nuclear war if there are any miscalculations of Russian
intentions,” former ClA analyst and station chief Philip Giraldi told Sputnik when asked about
Biden's remarks.

In the short run, Biden might reap brief political rewards from his irresponsible policy because
the US public favoring backing people they imagined were "good guys” in wars as long as they
did not have to pay any serious price themselves, Giraldi pointed out.

"Of course the American public always likes a nice war particularly when foreigners are doing
the dying and they have been effectively brainwashed by the media and politicians into believing
that our totally corrupt leaders are willing to fight the good fight in support of exalted principles
like 'freedom’ and 'democracy,” he said.

Giraldi underscored that Ukraine democracy had been toppled by US and Allied efforts in the
2014 Maidan coup and since then Washington had systematically supported militant neo-Nazi
forces.

"Of course Ukraine is no democracy,” Giraldi said.

However, that should be no problem for the US government who will try to convince the world
otherwise, Giraldi said.

He then added, sarcastically, that "we all know that inside every member of the Azov Brigade
there is a true democrat striving to emerge and embrace the United States.”

US, BIDEN MISSED CHANCES

American University in Moscow President Professor Edward Lozansky said had the Obama
administration, in which Biden served as vice president, honestly proceeded with its announced
reset of relations with Moscow, friendship and a harmony of common interests could easily have
been maintained between the nuclear superpowers.

“Instead, the Obama administration facilitated the Maidan coup in February 2014 when
then-Assistant Secretary of State for Eurasian Affairs Victoria Nuland worked with Biden {o push
the 'color revolution' that ousted democratically elected Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovych
in order to put Kiev on the fast track to NATO membership,” he said.

Another chance for peace in Ukraine was lost when Biden failed to pronounce the word
"neutrality” on any day prior to February 24 of this year, Lozansky stressed.

"This simply meant agreeing to neutrality for Ukraine. Keeping this country sovereign and whole
without joining NATO or any military block was the easiest request for the western alliance to
meet. Had this been done, there would be no Russian invasion, US-Russia security talks would
have proceeded with good chances for success,”" he said.

Those talks could have produced a Washington-Moscow agreement similar to the Reagan -
Gorbachev scenario which ended the first Cold War, Lozansky explained.

Received by NSID/FARA Registration Unit  04/25/2022 1:57:08 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  04/25/2022 1:57:08 PM

Ukraine could only have benefited tremendously from enjoying secure, neutral status between
Russia and the West, Lozansky cbserved.

But instead of building on this clear, assured road to ensure lasting peace and prosperity for
both Russia and Ukraine as well as for the United States, the US president had opted for a
policy of reckless confrontation with potentially terrible consequences, Lozansky concluded.
"Biden has chosen another road, and looks like he is proud again,” he said.
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DC Police Seek 23-Year-Old Male as Person of Interest in Shooting That Wounded 4

WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - US authorities are looking for 23-year-old Raymond
Spencer, who is a person of interest in the shooting that took place in northwest Washington,
DC, Metropolitan Police Department Assistant Chief Stuart Emerman said at a presser.

"We are seeking a person of interest that we would like to speak with, that individual's name has
come to light as a Raymond Spencer, he is a 23-year-cld male," Emerman said on Friday.
Spencer's name came up on social media things that police has seen so far, they are working to
determine if he has a role in the shooting, Emerman said. Emerman also said a fourth victim
suffered a gunshot wound.
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Man Tries to Light Himself on Fire on Steps of US Supreme Court - Reports

VWASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - A man tried to light himself on fire on the steps of the US
Supreme Court building before a park service helicopter lifted him to the hospital, Fox News
reported.

US Capitol Police said the helicopter landed for a "medical emergency,” and the incident is not a
public safety issue, the report added on Friday.

The condition of the patient was not disclosed, the report said. The report did not mention the
man's reasons for attempting to light himself on fire.

Two roads were closed by Capitol Police, according to the report.
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Biden Top Security Aide Meets Ukraine Prime Minister to Discuss Anti-Russia Sanctions - VWH
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WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met with
Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal to discuss anti-Russia sanctions and the new security
package President Joe Biden approved for Ukraine, National Security Council spokesperson
Adrienne Watson said.

"National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met with Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal of Ukraine this
afternoon,” Watson said in a press release on Friday. "The two discussed the security,
economic, and humanitarian assistance the United States is providing, including the new
support announced by President Biden yesterday, and ongoing efforts with international
partners to impose further costs on Russia for its unprovoked aggression.”

The United States continues to be the main supplier of military aid to Ukraine amid the conflict
with Russia. On Thursday, President Joe Biden announced that the United States is providing
Ukraine with another $800 million security aid package.

The Defense Department said the new US security aid package would include 72 Howitzers,
144,000 of artillery rounds, more than 121 Phoenix tactical drones as well as parts and other
equipment.

On February 24, Russia launched a special military operation in Ukraine after the breakaway
republics of Donetsk and Luhansk requested help to defend them from intensifying attacks by
Ukrainian troops. The Russian Ministry of Defense said the operation is solely targeting
Ukrainian military infrastructure and the civilian population is not in danger.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

ANALYSIS - US Taxpayers Should Feel Cutrage at Wasting Billions to Support Ukraine in
Conflict

VWASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - US taxpayers should feel outrage at the billions of dollars
their government is wasting to support Kiev in a conflict that could escalate into a nuclear war
over a counfry in which America has no vital interests, analysts told Sputnik.

On Thursday, US President Joe Biden said all American taxpayers and members of the military
can feel proud of the Biden administration’s efforts to supply Ukraine with weapons to fight
against Russia. The comments coming after the US announced another $800 million in
additional security assistance for Kiev as well as $500 million in direct economic aid.

Biden has repeatedly boasted about the amount of security assistance his administration has
committed to Ukraine, which now totals $4 billion since he took office.

"American taxpayers should be outraged by the Biden administration's throwing billions of
dollars to Ukraine in a quarrel in which we have no actual interests at stake and in a situation
which can easily develop into a nuclear war if there are any miscalculations of Russian
intentions,” former ClA analyst and station chief Philip Giraldi told Sputnik when asked about
Biden's remarks.

In the short run, Biden might reap brief political rewards from his irresponsible policy because
the US public favoring backing people they imagined were "good guys" in wars as long as they
did not have to pay any serious price themselves, Giraldi pointed out.
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"Of course the American public always likes a nice war particularly when foreigners are doing
the dying and they have been effectively brainwashed by the media and politicians into believing
that our totally corrupt leaders are willing to fight the good fight in support of exalted principles
like 'freedom’ and 'democracy,” he said.

Giraldi underscored that Ukraine democracy had been foppled by US and Allied efforts in the
2014 Maidan coup and since then Washington had systematically supported militant neo-Nazi
forces.

"Of course Ukraine is no democracy,” Giraldi said.

However, that should be no problem for the US government who will try to convince the world
otherwise, Giraldi said.

He then added, sarcastically, that "we all know that inside every member of the Azov Brigade
there is a true democrat striving to emerge and ermbrace the United States.”

US, BIDEN MISSED CHANCES

American University in Moscow President Professor Edward Lozansky said had the Obama
administration, in which Biden served as vice president, honestly proceeded with its announced
reset of relations with Moscow, friendship and a harmony of common interests could easily have
been maintained between the nuclear superpowers.

"Instead, the Obama administration facilitated the Maidan coup in February 2014 when
then-Assistant Secretary of State for Eurasian Affairs Victoria Nuland worked with Biden to push
the 'color revolution' that ousted democratically elected Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovych
in order to put Kiev on the fast track to NATO membership," he said.

Another chance for peace in Ukraine was lost when Biden failed to pronounce the word
"neutrality” on any day prior to February 24 of this year, Lozansky siressed.

"This simply meant agreeing to neutrality for Ukraine. Keeping this country sovereign and whole
without joining NATO or any military block was the easiest request for the western alliance to
meet. Had this been done, there would be no Russian invasion, US-Russia security talks would
have proceeded with good chances for success," he said.

Those talks could have produced a Washington-Moscow agreement similar to the Reagan -
Gorbachev scenario which ended the first Cold War, Lozansky explained.

Ukraine could only have benefited tremendously from enjoying secure, neutral status between
Russia and the West, Lozansky observed.

But instead of building on this clear, assured road to ensure lasting peace and prosperity for
both Russia and Ukraine as well as for the United States, the US president had opted for a
policy of reckless confrontation with potentially terrible consequences, Lozansky concluded.
"Biden has chosen ancther road, and looks like he is proud again," he said.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
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'Hack DHS' Bug Bounty Program ldentifies 122 Cybersecurity Vulnerabilities - Statement

WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - The now-concluded bug bounty program to test the
defenses of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) cybersecurity infrastructure revealed
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122 openings and flaws that IT specialists can close and fix, DHS officials said in a press
release.

“Today, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced the results of its first bug
bounty program,” the release said on Friday. “Through the ‘Hack DHS’ program, vetted
cybersecurity researchers and ethical hackers are invited to identify potential cybersecurity
vulnerabilities in select external DHS systems.”

The DHS explained in the release that in the first phase of this program, more than 450 vetted
security researchers identified 122 vulnerabilities, of which 27 were determined to be critical.
Participants in the bug bounty program were paid $125,600 to find and identify existing
vuinerabilities, the release said.

DHS is the first federal agency to expand its bug bounty program to find and report
vulnerabilities across all public-facing information system assets, the release said.

The goal of “Hack DHS,” which was launched in December 2021, is to develop a prototype that
can be used by other government agencies and organizations spreading across of government
so that each entity can strengthen the resilience of their cybersecurity architecture, the release
also said.

During the second phase of the three-phase program, the vetted cybersecurity researchers and
ethical hackers will participate in a live, in-person hacking event, the release added.

However, during the third and final phase, DHS will identify lessons officials and staff have
learned and intent to apply to bug bounty programs they host in the future, according to the
release.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

No Suspects in Custody Following Northwest DC Shooting - Police

VWASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - No suspects have been taken info custody yet following a
shooting in Northwest Washington, DC, that injured two adults and one juvenile who are in
stable conditions, Metropolitan Police Department Assistant Chief Stuart Emerman said.

“At this point, we do not have any suspects in custody," Emerman said on Friday.

Emerman said they do not have the full details of the shooting and are still investigating the
motive. It is unknown if the victims are related, he added.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
with the Department of Justice, Washington, District of Columbia.

Ex-Alabama Corrections Official Indicted for Assault, Falsifying Report - US Justice Dept.

WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - A federal grand jury returned a four-count indictment
against former Alabama Department of Corrections (ADOC) Sergeant Lorenzo Mills for
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assaulting three detainees and for falsifying records by submitting an inaccurate written
statement in connection with the incident,” the US Justice Department said.

"On Cct. 25, 2020, Mills, while acting in his official capacity as a Correctional Sergeant with
ADOC, subjected three inmates to cruel and unusual punishment by striking them with a
wooden baton, and that the assault caused bodily injury and involved the use of a dangerous
weapon,” the Justice Departrnent said a press release on Friday.

Mills submitted a false written statement in connection with the incident, the release said.
"Specifically, the indictment alleges that Mills falsely wrote in his statement that he had not used
any force against the three inmate victims,” the release added

Mills, 35, could end up with a sentence of ten years for each of the civil rights charges and 20
years for obstruction of justice, according to the release.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
Rossiya Segodnya International Information Agency, and additional information is on file
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Wall Street Down 3rd Week in Row as Interest Rate Hike Fears Come to Head

NEW YORK, April 23 (Sputnik) - Wall Street fell for a third straight week as fears of aggressive
interest rate hikes by a Federal Reserve eager to break the back of the worst US inflation in 40
years led to an investor exodus from stocks and even safe-havens such as gold.

The three major US stock indexes - the S&P 500, the Dow Jones Industrial Average and the
Nasdag Composite - closed Friday’s trade down by an average of 2.7%. For the week, their
average decline was 2.8%, adding to the average net loss of 2.6% over two previous weeks.
Stocks have been in a downtrend most of April, with the Fed planning some of its most
aggressive monetary tightening ever to put the brakes on price pressures running riot since the
breakout of the Russia-Ukraine conflict that has squeezed global supplies of oil, grains and
specialty metals.

The rout on Wall Street deepened this week after an array of Federal Reserve officials -
including James Bullard and Mary Daly, who head the central bank’s St. Louis and San
Francisco divisions, respectively - suggested that a 50-basis point, or half percentage point, hike
be imposed at the upcoming policy meeting set for May 4-5. The Federal Reserve approved a
mere 25-basis point, or quarter point, increase at its previous interest rate hike in March.
Bullard had even suggested a 75-basis point, or three-quarter percentage point, hike, saying the
Federal Reserve was way behind the curve in fighting inflation growing at its fastest pace since
1981.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell weighed in on the debate on Thursday, saying it
would be “appropriate” for the central bank to move faster and heavier on rates. That
accelerated the selloff in stocks over the past two days, and even pulled down gold, seenas a
hedge against economic and political troubles.

“The [US] economy is very strong, as is the labor market, but both can only sustain so much
tightening in a short period and we may soon see whether the Fed has left itself too much to
do,” Craig Erlam, analyst at online trading platform OANDA, said. “Central banks may be
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targeting a soft landing while belatedly combating very high inflation but that is very hard to
achieve and there are plenty of reasons to believe they'll fail to do so again.”

In Friday’s stock market action, the S&P 500 - which groups the top 500 US stocks - finished
down 118 points, or 2.7%, at 4,274. For the week, it fell 2.8%.

The Nasdag Composite - which houses the biggest techneology names of the world, including
Arazon, Apple, Netflix and Google - closed down 335 points, or 2.6%, at 12,839. It tumbled
3.8% on the week for its worst weekly decline since mid-January.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average, which lists travel, aviation and cross-industry value stocks,
settled down 981 points, or 2.8%, at 33,811. For the week, it fell 1.9%.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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Three Shot in Washington, DC, Conditions Unknown - Police

(Adds more details in headline, lede, paras 5,6)

WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) - Police responded to a shooting in Washington, DC with at
least 3 people shot, a Metropolitan Police spokesperson fold Sputnik as police, fire, ambulances
and helicopters arrived to a location cordoned off in the city's northwest.

"We're responding to reporis of shots fired... there has been three victims shot. We have two
males and one female. | do not know their ages or conditions,” the spokesman said on Friday.
Media footage showed police officers take a man into custody, but it is unclear if he is the
gunman.

There is a heavy police presence in the area, withesses told reporters they heard several
rounds of gunshots, as many as 20.

A sputnik correspondent reported from the scene of the shooting in Washington, where police
have cordoned off streets after at least three people were shot.

Dozens of police, fire and ambulance vehicles, as well as a helicopters responded to the
shooting in northwest Washington DC, an area where numerous diplomatic missions are
located.

This material is distributed by Ghebi LLC on behalf of Federal State Unitary Enterprise
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SPUTNIK TOP STORIES OF THE DAY
WASHINGTON, April 23 (Sputnik) -

UKRAINE DEVELOPMENTS

* Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswornan Maria Zakharova said on Friday there was evidence
that there were people at the Azovstal in Mariupol who are unrelated to the Ukrainian forces.

* The strained atternpts of the US State Department's spokesperson to lie about the Ukrainian
Nazis allegedly maintaining control over Mariupol is a fake and direct complicity with {errorists at
a high state level, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov said.
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* The United States will ramp up economic and military aid for Kiev, adapting it to Ukraine’s
specific needs in light of Russia’s special military operation, White House Deputy National
Security Advisor Daleep Singh said.

US-HELD DEFENSE TALKS ON UKRAINE

* Some 40 countries have been invited to participate in the US-hosted defense talks on Ukraine
in Germany next week, and more than 20 have already agreed to attend, Defense Department
spokesperson John Kirby said on Friday.

* A US-hosted defense meeting on Ukraine is not expected to result in American posture
changes in Europe, Kirby said.

SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA

* The Eurcpean Union plans to adopt ancther package of sanctions against Russia next week,
and it may include some type of ban on oil imports and cutting off more banks from the SWIFT
payment system, Politico reported on Friday.

* Europe will face consequences next winter if decides to impose an embargo on gas supplies
from Russia, French President Emmanuel Macron said.

IMF EUROPEAN ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

* GDP growth in the advanced European economies will decline to 3% in 2022, while in the
ermerging markets it will face a decline of 3.2%, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) said in its
regional economic cutlook on Friday.

* The IMF is projecting that inflation in advanced European economies will reach 5.5% this year
and 9.1% in emerging European countries.

* Sudden stop of energy supplies from Russia will represent the most concerning risk for
European economies and would lead to significant output losses, the IMF said.

RUSSIA-UKRAINE NEGOTIATIONS

* The head of the Russian delegation at the talks with Ukraine, presidential aide Viadimir
Medinsky, said that he had spoken several times with the head of the Ukrainian delegation,
Davyd Arakhamia, on Friday.

* Moscow is not negotiating security guarantees for Ukraine with anyone, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said.

* Statements coming from Kiev suggest that Ukraine in not interested in negotiations with
Russia, Lavrov said.

PUTIN-MICHEL TALKS

* Russian President Vladimir Putin and President of the European Council Charles Miche!l have
discussed the situation in the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh republic during a phone conversation
and reaffirmed the importance of fulfilling the trilateral agreements between Moscow, Yerevan
and Baku, the Kremlin said on Friday.

* Putin told Michel that his meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy depends on
the results of the Moscow-Kiev negotiations, the Kremlin said.
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* Michel called for providing humanitarian corridors from Mariupol and other cities by Orthodox
Easter.
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Cil Prices Down 5% on Week as COVID-18 Concerns Emerge in China Again

NEW YORK, April 22 (Sputnik) - Qil prices settled down on Friday, falling 5% on the week, as
potentially lower Chinese energy consumption from the lockdown of its Shanghai financial hub
overshadowed supply tightness from Russian sanctions that kept the market up for weeks.
London-traded global crude benchmark Brent settled Friday’s trade down $1.68, or 1.6%, at
$106.65 per barrel. For the week, Brent showed a 4.5% loss that came after a near 9% gain last
week and the 13% drop in two prior weeks. If the declines keep up, April will be this vear’s first
month in the negative for Brent.

New York-traded US crude benchmark West Texas Intermediate, or WTI, settled Friday’s trade
down $1.72, or 1.7%, at $102.07 a barrel. Like Brent, WTI showed a drop of 4.5% for the week,
and similar volatility to the global benchmark in three previous weeks.

Crude prices fell as concerns about the multi-week lockdown of Shanghai over a new COVID-1¢
cases and deaths weighed on the sentiment in oil, even as the Europe-Russia face-off over
Ukraine suggested that the market had no little option but to go higher.

“The risks are certainly more tilted to the upside, given the war in Ukraine and a potential
embargo on Russian exports, but lockdowns in China and the risk of a Fed-driven economic
slowdown are also significant,” Craig Erlam, head of research for Europe at online trading
platform OANDA, said.

China’s demand for gasoline, diesel and aviation fuel in April is expected to slide 20% from a
year earlier, media reports said.

That would be equivalent to an estimated drop of 1.2 million barrels a day in crude oil
consumption and would be the largest hit to demand since the lockdown more than two years
ago in Wuhan, the central Chinese city where the novel coronavirus was first identified.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell also unratiled markets this week with hawkish talk at
the IMF-World Bank Spring meetings. Powell said it would be "appropriate” for the central bank
to move faster and heavier on interest rates - a sign that the Fed’s rate decision committee
would approve a half point rise at its upcoming May 4-5 meeting after a previous hike of justa
quarter point in March.

“Some fear that a 50 basis point rate increase will be the first of many and could slow down the
economy and the demand for oil,” Phil Flynn, energy analyst at Price Futures Group in Chicago,
wrote in a commentary.

“It is not just a tightening cycle upsetting traders overnight but also the pricing in of a 50-basis
point interest rate increase by September by the European Central Bank. The Bank of Japan on
the other hand wants to remain dovish but worries that the course of the US and Europe could
force them to change course,” he said.
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Germany - Europe’s the largest economy - is expected to cut its growth forecast for 2022 to
2.2% from 3.6%, according to media reports.
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Blinken, Ukrainian Prime Minister Discuss Aid for Kiev, Sanctions on Russia - State Dept.

VWASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Ukrainians
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal in Washington to discuss the continuing US support for Ukraine
and the increasing sanctions on Russia for its special military operation in the country, State
Department spokesperson Ned Price said on Friday.

“Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken met today with Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal in
Washington, DC,” Price said in a statement. “He reviewed the extensive US security,
humanitarian, and economic assistance provided to Ukraine and the increasing sanctions to
impose costs on Russia and reduce its ability to wage war.”

The two officials also discussed Ukraine’s most pressing needs and additional ways Washington
can help Kiev, the statement said.

The United States continues to be the main supplier of military aid to Ukraine amid the conflict
with Russia. On Thursday, President Joe Biden announced that the United States is providing
Ukraine with another $800 million security aid package. The Defense Department said the new
US security aid package would include 72 Howitzers, 144,000 of artillery rounds, more than 121
Phoenix tactical drones as well as parts and other equipment.

On February 24, Russia launched a special military operation in Ukraine after the breakaway
republics of Donetsk and Luhansk requested help to defend them from intensifying attacks by
Ukrainian troops. The Russian Ministry of Defense said the operation is solely targeting
Ukrainian military infrastructure and the civilian population is not in danger.
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Active Shooting Underway Near Several Embassies in DC, at Least 3 People Shot - Police

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - There is an active shooting underway near several foreign
embassies in northwest Washington, DC with at least 3 people shot, Washingtor’s Metropolitan
Police spokesperson told Sputnik on Friday.

"We're responding to reporis of shots fired... there has been three victims shot. We have two
males and one female. | do not know their ages or conditions,” the spokesman said.
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Canada Delivers New Attillery to Ukraine, Including M777 Howitzers - Pentagon

TOROCNTO, April 22 (Sputnik) - Canada delivered artillery and ammunition to Ukrainian forces
as committed by the Trudeau government, including M777 howitzers, the Canadian Department
of National Defense said on Friday.

“As the Prime Minister of Canada, Justin Trudeau, committed earlier this week, Canada has
provided heavy artillery to the Security Forces of Ukraine, as Ukraine has requested. To this
end, Canada has now delivered a number of M777 howitzers and associated ammunition to the
Security Forces of Ukraine, in conjunction with our American Allies,” the Department of National
Defense said in a press release.

Canada also provided Ukraine with a significant amount of Carl Gustaf anti-armor munitions as
was requested by Kiev, the release added.
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Biden Nominates Former US Envoy to Ukraine as Assistant Secretary of State for Energy
WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) — US President Joe Biden has nominated former
Armbassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt for the position of Assistant Secretary of State for Energy
Resources, the White House announced on Friday.

"Today, President Biden announced his intent to nominate the following individuals to serve as
key leaders in his administration: ... Geoffrey Pyatt, Nominee for Assistant Secretary of State for
Energy Resources,” the press release said.

At the moment, Pyatt is serving as the US ambassador to Greece, a position he has held since
2016. The track record of the American diplormat also includes serving as the US envoy to
Ukraine between 2013 and 2016.

Pyatt was one of the key figures in the 2014 events that led to a change of power in Ukraine. He
also labeled pro-Russian rebels in Donbas as "terrorists.”

In 2014, Pyatt's role came to light following the publication of the leaked recording of his phone
conversation with then-Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland. In the recording that
became scandalous, the two senior diplomats discussed their vision for the future of post-coup
Ukraine, including coordination with opposition figures.

Since joining the US foreign service in 1989, Pyatt has served in many senior diplomatic
positions, including Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of South and
Central Asian Affairs and the Deputy Chief of Mission at the US Mission to the International
Atomic Energy Agency, according to the release.
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Texas National Guard Says Soldier Missing on US Border With Mexico - Statement
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WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The Texas National Guard said on Friday that one of its
soldiers went missing near the Rio Grande river along the US border With Mexico.

"ATexas Army National Guard Soldier assigned to Operation Lone Star has gone missing along
the river during a mission related incident, Friday April 22, 2022 in Eagle Pass, Texas," the
Texas National Guard said in a press release.

The solider has not been found, but existing reports of a fatality are inaccurate at the moment,
the release said.

The Texas National Guard, including state and federal law enforcement, are working quickly to
find the missing solider, the release added.

US media reported, citing multiple sources, the soldier had drowned while trying to save
migrants themselves drowning in the river.

Several hundred National Guard troops are currently deployed to the US southern border to
help the Customs and Border Protection (CBP) deal with the record number of migrants coming
fo the United States illegally.
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Biden Will Nominate Michael Ratney as US Ambassador to Saudi Arabia - White House

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - US President Joe Biden intends to nominate Michael
Ratney to serve as US ambassador extracrdinary and plenipotentiary to Saudi Arabia, the White
House said on Friday.

Ratney has served in a variety of US diplomatic positions around the Middle East, including
charge d’affaires at the US embassy in Jerusalem, acting deputy assistant secretary for the
Levant and Israel and Palestinian Affairs, and US special envoy for Syria, according to the press
release.

Ratney also served as deputy chief of mission at the US Embassy in Qatar and spokesman for
the State Department’'s Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, the press release said.

Ratney is an alumnus of Boston University and George Washington University and speaks
Arabic and French, the press release added.
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Three More Men Plead Guilty to Assault During January 6 Capitol Riot — DOJ
WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) — Three more men have pled guilty to assaulting police

officers during the riot at the US Capitol on January 6, 2021, the US Department of Justice said
on Friday.
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"Mark K. Ponder, 58, pleaded guilty in the District of Columbia to assaulting, resisting, or
impeding officers using a dangerous weapon,” prosecutors said. "After rioters overwhelmed
police lines in the West Plaza, Ponder ran out from the crowd and swung a long, thin pole at a
U.5. Capitol Police officer. The officer protected himself by raising his riot shield above his head.
Ponder’s pole struck the riot shield and broke in two, with part of the pole flying off to the side.”
Prosecutors said Ponder found a thicker pole, ran toward a second US Capitol Police officer and
tried to strike him. The officer fended off the attack with his riot shield. Ponder also attacked
other police officers trying to protect the US Capitol and struck one of them in the shoulder.
Ponder was arrested on March 17, 2021, in Washington, DC. He will be sentenced on July 18,
2022 and faces what prosecutors describe as "a statutory maximum” of 20 years in prison and a
fine of up to $250,000.

The other two men, Cody Mattice, 29, of Greece, New York, and James Phillip Mault, 30,
formerly of Brockport, New York, were also charged for their involvement in the rict which
protested the counting of electoral votes that would cement the outcome of the 2020
presidential election.

Prosecutors said Mattice pulled down a section of the metal barricades that separated rioters
from police. He joined others in the crowd who overran the police line. Both men also sprayed
officers with chemical spray. Mattice was arrested on October 7, 2021, in Hilion, New York, while
Mault was taken into custody the same day in Fort Bragg, North Carclina. They face "a statutory
maximum” of eight years in prison for assaulting, resisting, or impeding officers. The charge also
carries potential financial penalties. Both men are to be sentenced on July 15, 2022,

In the 15 months since the riot on January 6, 2021, almost 800 people in nearly all 50 states
have been arrested for crimes related to the uprising. This includes more than 250 people
charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement. The investigation continues.
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US Court Sets May 10 Arraignment for Ex-Honduran President Facing Trafficking Charges

WASHINGTON, Aprit 22 (Sputnik) - A US judge on Friday set an arraignment hearing for former
Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez on May 10.

Federal prosecutors asked for Hernandez' arraignment to be scheduled on May 10 in order {o
allow both parties to prepare for the case and to review evidence that will be presented at the
trial

Prosecutors said Hernandez was extradited to the United States earlier on Friday.

On Thursday, the US Justice Department unsealed charges against Hernandez accusing him of
engaging in drug trafficking in order to advance his political career.

Drug Enforcement Administration chief Anne Milgram said during a press conference that he
used government resources to further his drug trafficking activities and he covered up Honduran
drug trafficking schemes. Hernandez allegediy accepted a $1 million bribe from the former
leader of Mexico's Sinaloa Cartel, Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, Milgram added.
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US Diplomats Return From Ethiopia After Meeting With Several Stakeholders — State Dept.

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - US Special Envoy for the Horn of Africa David Satterfield
and his deputy have concluded their trip to Ethiopia where they had a chance to meet with a
number of stakeholders and discuss humanitarian issues brought on by the conflict in the
country's notth, the State Department principal deputy spokeswoman said on Friday.

"Special envoy for the Horn of Africa David Satterfield, as well as Deputy Special Envoy Payton
Knopf, have concluded their visits to Ethiopia where they met with several stakeholders and
pursued robust diplomacy on that trip. They discussed the urgent need and sustained delivery
for humanitarian aid to those in need in Ethiopia," Jalina Porter told a briefing.

The two diplomats arrived in Ethiopia on April 13 as part of US efforts toward ending hostilities,
ensuring unhindered humanitarian access, achieving transparent investigations into human
rights abuses and viclations by all actors, and a negotiated resclution to the conflict in Ethiopia,
according to the State Department.

The spokeswoman added that the United States strongly supports the declarations of
humanitarian truce by the government of Ethiopia and the Tigray regional authority, and
welcomes recent deliveries of humanitarian assistance to communities in need.

Ethiopia has been gripped by a violent internal conflict since November 2020, when the central
government accused the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) of attacking its military base
and launched an anti-terrorist operation in the region. In June 2021, the rebels of the TPLF
seized the city of Mekelle, the administrative regional center, and the government declared an
unconditional ceasefire.

However, the rebels launched a new offensive soon after and took control of the southern part of
Tigray and the neighboring Amhara region. The ongoing conflict has claimed thousands of lives,
displaced millions of people, and caused a dire humanitarian crisis across the country.
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Denigration of Russia Not Just Strategic Need, Springs From Depths of Western Soul - Envoy

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The defarnation of Russia is not just a strategic need but it
is deeply grounded in the farthest corner of the Western soul, Moscow's Ambassador to Canada
Oleg Stepanov said on Friday.

"We understand that on a philosophical level the denigration of Russia emanates not simply
from the strategic need of propaganda and information warfare," Stepanov said. "It is deeply
rooted in the farthest corner of the Western soul. Every time it alleges Russia is committing
atrocities, the West attempts to conceal in a secret room its own sins and liberate itself from guilt
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for its dark past. By demonizing us the West is trying to escape the shame it feels looking at its
own reflection in the mirror.”

Stepanov’s comments come in response to the recent article "Ukraine: the impact of the
atrocities” published by The Hill Times. The article by Gwynne Dyer refers to alleged atrocities
by the Soviets during VWV, including within Ukraine.

"The story served by Mr. Dyer in his op-ed denigrating the Red Army is based on the false
narrative invented on the terminal stage of the War in Europe by the Nazi Goebbels propaganda
machine,” Stepanov said. "And after the fall of Nazi Germany, the story was re-launched with a
doubled effort by the US miilitary intelligence and the CIA in coordination with the notorious
Gehlen Organization - comprised of ‘rehabilitated’ Nazis, RSHA, Abwehr and S8 officers - to
confront Russia/Soviet Union."

Stepanov stressed that such fictitious stories became a part of the psychological information
operations and propaganda policy aimed at dehumanizing and demoenizing Russia and
Russians in the unfolding Cold War.

The ambassador noted that Russia lost 27 million people, including about 15 million non-military
personnel, in the war.

"No other country in the world, with the exception of China, suffered on such a large scale
during the war," he said. "Not even did the Russian soldier manage to defeat Nazism. But
having achieved the victory he stayed human and humane. He found inner strength to forgive
the unforgivable crimes committed by Germany and other nations that had sided with it, to
reconcile in a noble pursuit that no global wars were fought ever again.”

After the Victory, Stepanov went on to say, the same Russian soldier - sometimes at the
expense of the interests of his own people - helped care for the former enemy and rebuild the
country.

"The Russian scldier is kind and will always lend a hand to the sincerely penitent foe. So is the
story behind the memorial in Treptower Park in Berlin," he said. "The Soldier Liberator holding in
his arm a little girl has real prototypes - sergeants Nikolay Masalov and Trifon Lukyanovich who
both saved German kids during the Berlin operation in April 1845, There are veterans of that
war in my country and in the former allied nations, Canada among them, who are still alive and
know this unvarnished truth. Ask them. But this article is also about the broader picture.”
Stepanov underscored that Russia and the Russian people will not be hurt by the allegations of
fake atrocities.

"We know those are lies,” the envoy stated. "We also know that this article won’t change the
views of those who on purpose or unwillingly in ignorance against the backdrop of the current
historic moment are pouring on the Ukrainian propagandist mill to retrospectively reproduce the
historical fakes."

However, Stepanov pointed out, Russia’s chief concern is that such narrative warfare is
targeting a Canadian audience in an attempt to distort the real picture by intenticnally falsifying
history.

"On the other hand, we also know that people of Canada whose grandfathers fought alongside
my compatriots to liberate the world from Nazism are thoughtful and in terms of critical analysis
can tell the truth from the lie," he said. "That is of high value especially on the eve of
commemorating the upcoming anniversary of the Victory in the war in Europe celebrated on
May 8th in Canada and on May 2th in Russia.”
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Biden Signs Earth Day Executive Order to Preserve US Forests

VASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - President Joe Biden signed an executive order in Seattle,
VWashington on Friday to preserve forests in the United States in commemoration of Earth Day.
"Today, 'm about to sign an Executive Order to strengthen our forests on federal lands and
make them and the local economies they support more resilient in the face of wildfires," Biden
said during an Earth Day address prior to signing the executive order.

The executive order is intended to reduce wildfire risks through data collection and enhanced
interagency coordination, bolstering forest economies by sustaining jobs in outdoor recreation
and wood products, combating global deforestation and developing a report on nature-based
solutions to climate change, according to a White House fact sheet.

US forests absorb more than 10% of the country’s annual greenhouse gas emissions and are
home to many of the nation’s unique habitats, the fact sheet also said.
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Pentagon Expects No Posture Change Decisions at Upcoming US-Hosted Meeting on Ukraine

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - A US-hosted defense meeting on Ukraine to be held in
Germany next week is not expected {o result in American posture changes in Europe, Pentagon
spokesman John Kirby said on Friday.

"We aren't looking at this meeting as a posture discussion, for US posture on the continent,”
Kirby told a briefing "l wouldn't anticipate muscle movements or decisions coming out of
Tuesday with respect to US posture.”
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Forty States Invited to US-Hosted Defense Talks on Ukraine Next Week - Pentagon

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - Some 40 countries have been invited to participate in the
US-hosted defense talks on Ukraine in Germany next week, and more than 20 have already
agreed to attend, Defense Department spokesperson John Kirby said on Friday.

"There were about 40 or so other nations were invited to attend,” Kirby said during a press
conference. "RSVPs are still coming in. But | can tell you that more than 20 of the invited
nations have agreed to come so we're looking forward to that that meeting.”
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On Thursday, Kirby announced that US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin will host a number of
his counterparts for a Ukraine Defense Consultative Group meeting in Germany on April 26.
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Pentagon Says No Plans to Set Up Field Hospitals Near Ukraine Despite Calls From Congress

VWASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The United States has no plans at the moment to set up
field hospitals near Ukraine's border, despite calls from Congress to do so, Pentagon
spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Friday.

"We are just now in receipt of this letter. | have no plans to speak to regarding that,” Kirby said.
"There is no planning going on at the Pentagon right now to set up field hospitals. Again, we’ll
take seriously the suggestions and the recommendations by members of Congress on
everything."
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US Adds 3 Cryptocurrency Wallets of DPRK Hacker Group Lazarus to Sanctions List - Treasury

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The US Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) added
three cryptocurrency wallets belonging to the North Korean hacking collective known as Lazarus
Group for involvement in illicit cybercrime and sanctions evasion, the Treasury Department said
on Friday.

"OFAC added 3 virtual currency wallet addresses to the SDN Listing for Lazarus Group. The
DPRK has relied on illicit activities like cybercrime to generate revenue while trying to evade US
& UN sanctions. Transacting w/ these risks exposure to US sanctions,” the Treasury
Department wrote on social media.

Lazarus Group and fellow North Korean cyber actor APT38 were responsible for the theft of
$620 million in Ethereum cryptocurrency, the FBI said earlier this month.

The cryptocurrency wallets sanctioned by OFAC on Friday were all Ethereum addresses,
according to the updated Specially Designated Nationals list update.
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Pentagon to Prioritize Energy Demand Reduction in New Acquisitions - Senior Official

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The current Defense Department budget request is as
focused on aligning with the Biden administration’s climate goals as it is with ensuring that the
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United States builds a more capable military, Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks said on
Friday, celebrated as Earth Day.

"Earth Day is a reminder that confronting the climate threat presents an opportunity to Build a
Better America - and a more resilient, capable military. Secretary Austin and | are commitied to
ensuring our military remains the most capable fighting force in the world - an objective that is
well-aligned with our climate goals," Hicks said in a statement.

Hicks said she signed on Thursday a memorandum on "Energy Supportability and Demand
Reduction in Capability Development,” which directs the military to prioritize energy demand
reduction in all new system acquisitions and upgrades to existing systems.

"This initiative is critical to aligning the department’s capabilities with the National Defense
Strategy and ensuring competitive advantage in the current and future warfighting environment,”
she said.

Hicks noted that the Defense Depariment's operational objectives are in sync with the
administration’s climate goals given that the rise in sea levels, wildfires, hurricanes and droughts
can increase the demands on troops, affect military readiness and cause the erosion of the
military infrastructure. A current task is to reduce the demand on the combat systems, she said.
Hicks said the budget request also includes investments in hybrid tactical vehicles to cut fuel
demand and provide extended range, persistence and stealth as well as new platforms - like
prototype blended-wing-body aircraft - that have the potential to increase range and payload by
improving energy efficiency.

"Secretary Austin and | have prioritized these kinds of investments because they will make us a
mote capable force," she said.

The fiscal year 2023 budget request sent fo Congress includes $2 billion to adapt and
strengthen the climate resilience of military bases; $247 million to bolster the energy efficiency
of combat systems and $807 million for science and technology to keep the US military at the
cutting edge, Hicks added.
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UN Confirms Guterres' Trip to Moscow, Meetings With Putin, Lavrov - Official

UNITED NATIONS, April 22 (Sputnik) - The United Nations has confirmed the upcoming visit of
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to Moscow to meet with Russian President Viadimir
Putin and Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General
Eri Kaneko announced on Friday.

The Kremlin also confirmed the UN Secretary-General's visit, saying Putin and Lavrov will
receive Guterres for talks.

"The Secretary-General will visit Moscow, Russian Federation, where, on Tuesday, 26 April, he
will have a working rmeeting and lunch with Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and will be received
by President Vladimir Putin," she said.

Kaneko noted that Putin and lavrov will meet with Guterres on the same day.
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When asked about Guterres' possible visit to Ukraine, Kaneko said the United Nations is "still
working with Ukraine on the preparations” for such a visit.

Speaking on the proposed Easter truce, she said today is Friday and Easter is on Sunday.
"We operate with hope,” Kaneko added.

Cn Tuesday, Guterres called for a four-day humanitarian pause in Ukraine beginning on Holy
Thursday and running through Christian Orthodox Easter on Sunday, and appealed all sides to
the conflict to open a window for dialogue and peace.

The humanitarian pause suggested by Guterres entails launching humanitarian corridors for
civilians to leave the embattled areas of Ukraine and enabling humanitarian convoys to reach
the cities of Donetsk, Luhansk, Mariupol and Kherson.
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US to Respond If China Establishes Permanent Base on Solomon Islands - White House

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The United States will respond accordingly if China
establishes a permanent military presence on the Solomen Islands, the White House said on
Friday.

"If steps are taken to establish a de facto permanent military presence, power-projection
capabilities, or a military installation, the delegation noted that the United States would then
have significant concerns and respond accordingly,” the White House said in a press release.
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US, Solomon Islands Agree to Launch High-Level Strategic Dialogue - VWhite House

WASHINGTON, Aprit 22 (Sputnik) - The United States and the Solomon Islands have agreed to
faunch a high-level strategic dialogue, the White House said on Friday.

“At this critical juncture, the United States and Solomon Islands agreed to launch a high-level
strategic dialogue, co-chaired on the US side by the White House and the Department of State,”
the Vhite House said in a press release.

Both sides have agreed to focus on security issues of mutual concern, economic and social
development, public health as well as finance and debt, the release said.

On Tuesday, China and the Sclomon Islands sighed a framework agreement on security
cooperation to enhance social stability and long-term tranquility in the Solomon Islands,
according to Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin.
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Trump, McCarthy Hold Call on New Audio About Trump January 6 Resignation - Reports

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - Former US President Donald Trump and Republican House
Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy spoke over the phone on Thursday night about a new audio
recording from January 10, 2021 of McCarthy telling a fellow lawmalker that Trump should resign
following the events at the Capitol on January 8, The Washington Post reported on Friday.

The two leaders held the call after the audio recording was circulated in US media in response
to recent claims by McCarthy that he did not push for Trump’s resignation following the breach
of the Capitol by individuals protesting the certification of the 2020 presidential election in favor
of Joe Biden, the report said, citing two people familiar with the conversation.

Trump was reportedly not upset with McCarthy and expressed gladness that he did not follow
through with urging for his resignation, which Trump viewed as a sign of McCarthy’s continued
hold over the Republican Party as one of its leaders, the report said.

However, House Republicans are still waiting on a clear signal from Trump as to whether they
should continue to back McCarthy as their leader in the chamber — and potential Speaker of the
House should Republicans regain a majority of seats in the next election — without backing from
the still-influential former president, the report said.

"If Trump comes out and says [McCarthy] lost my faith and can’t be speaker, that is bold. That
will move people,” one Republican congressional aide said in the repott on the condition of
anonymity.

Trump merely complaining about McCarthy is unlikely to threaten his leadership position, the
aide added, pointing to Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell's continued leadership despite
frequent complaints about the lawmaker from Trump.

The call audio of McCarthy and fellow Republican lawmaker Liz Cheney was released after
McCarthy denied a report that he and McConnell privately pledged to remove Trump from US
politics after the events at the Capitol on January 8. In the recording, McCarthy can be heard
telling Cheney that "it would be my recommendation [Trump] should resign.”
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All Major European Economies May Face 'Mild Technical Recession' in 2022 - IMF

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - All major European economies save for one may face a

mrild recession this year, International Monetary Fund (IMF) European Department Director
Alfred Kammer told reporters on Friday.

“All major European economies, except for Spain, are at around zero percent growth, some a bit
above, some a bit below, and there is a risk that some of them could enter a mild technical
recession in 2022," Kammer said during a press briefing.

However, there is much uncertainty about the numbers regarding the performance of these
economies, Krammer said.
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The IMF said in its regional economic outlook on Friday, that GDP growth in the advanced
European economies will decline to 3% in 2022, while in the emerging markets it will face a
decline of 3.2%.
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Cnada's Freeland Says Had 'Good Conversation' With Shmyhal on Reopening Embassy in Kiev

WASHINGTON, Aprit 22 (Sputnik) - Canadian Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said on
Friday that she discussed with Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal the possibility of
reopening the Canadian embassy in Kiev and characterized the meeting as having a "good
conversation” on the matter.

"Last night, | had a meeting with Shmyhal. We discussed a wide range of issues, including
[recpening] embassies in Kiev. Shmyhal told me about efforts Ukraine is making to restore life in
Kiev, we had a good conversation about it," Freeland said.

Anumber of nations have already spoken about the reopening their embassies and consulates
in the Ukrainian capital. Earlier in the week, Iran said it resumed the operation of its embassy in
Kiev after having temporary evacuated n to Moldova.

The Dutch Foreign Ministry sad its embassy also resumed operations in Ukraine, but its
diplomats are working from Lvov and the consular department remains closed for now. ltaly and
France also announced that they will reopen their embassies in Ukraine.
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IMF Says Russia's Small Sovereign Debt Gives Comfort in Terms of Financial Stability Risks

WASHINGTON, Aprit 22 (Sputnik) — Russia's sovereign debt is relatively small, which gives
comfort in terms of global financial stability risks, but issues with access to markets might have
significant ramifications for the nation's economy, Director of the European Department of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Alfred Kammer said on Friday.

"The cutstanding Russian sovereign debt is relatively small in global terms. Also, market prices
reflect the default probabilities already. So that should give some comfort in terms of financial
stability risks," Karnmer told virtual press briefing.

He warned that the Russian government will face difficulties regaining access to markets, which
will take some time.

Kammer noted that the current situation in the economy may create implications for businesses.
"The amount of corporate total external debt in Russia outstanding is over $400 billion, and
these developments will also make it more difficult for corporates to obtain credit, and that will
be of much more significant impact for the Russian economy,” he said.
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US Says to Do Best {o "Hold Russia to Account,” But Not Via Direct Military Confrontation

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) - The United States is ready to do everything, except for a
direct military confrontation, to hold Russia to account for the Ukraine crisis, Deputy National
Security Advisor Daleep Singh told CNN.

"“Well, we're gonna we're gonna have time to hold these people to account for what they've
done, but our measures are going to take time to work. We're not going to commiit to a military
direct military confrontation with Russia. The President's been clear about that, but everything
short of a direct military confrontation with Russia, we will do and will do with our allies and will
intensify it for as long as it takes," Singh said.
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US Adapting Military Aid for Ukraine to Needs on Battlefield — White House

WASHINGTON, April 22 (Sputnik) — The United States will ramp up economic and military aid
for Kiev, adapting it to Ukraine’s specific needs in light of Russia’s special military operation,
White House Deputy National Security Advisor Daleep Singh said on Friday.

"We try to configure our support to Ukraine on battlefield to what is unfolding on the ground. And
that’s the strategy from our military perspective. And everything | mentioned in terms of
economic and strategic costs we are imposing, that's gonna continue to intensify," Singh told
CNN in an interview.

Received by NSID/FARA Registration Unit  04/25/2022 1:57:08 PM



