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Good analysis regarding the USG
recognition of the #Taliban...one
caveat tho... #panjshirprovince is not
defeated and the Taliban do not have
full control of several northern
provinces

T* Scott R. Anderson O @S R_Anders+ 3d

This Is almost certainly correct. Mostly
because we are a very nervous bunch.

That and this kind of reads like the Secretary
of State just recognized the Taliban as Afgh...
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As the darkness of the #Taliban
descends over #Afghanistan, the
Afghan people need European
support and leadership from friends
like @radeksikorski

* Radek Sikorski MEP O @radeksikor... +3d

Lesson from the fiasco in Afghanistan: We

must get serious about European defence.
@Europarl EN @EPPGroup
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DPPC Statement about the 20th Anniversary of 9/11 Attacks

Twenty years ago on this day, the United States was attacked by al~
Qaeda terrorists whom the Taliban gave safe harbor to in
Afghanistan. The attack had many profound changes on life in
America and even more so in Afghanistan. For America, it meant
serving justice to the perpetrators of the attack and their
supporters. For Afghanistan, a failed state in 2001, the U.S.
intervention meant helping the country to become a safe, free, and
stabilized nation. Washington and its allies’ mission in Afghanistan
witnessed significant progress on many fronts. An entire generation
of Afghans experienced freedom, democracy, and prosperity for the
first time. Afghans were able to vote, girls could go to school, and a
vibrant civil society and independent media flourished. Afghanistan
was improving in every single metric of human development: human
rights, women's rights, life expectancy, and literacy.

Although the US mission in Afghanistan brought many positive
changes, the mission ended abruptly and in such a way that nearly
all of the positive changes were rolled back overnight by the Taliban.
America and its allies were right to go to Afghanistan in 2001. They
were right to stay and pave the way for peace, freedom, and
democracy in the country. They were equally right that they should
at some point leave and let Afghans take their country's future into
their own hands. But the manner, timing, and method of the
withdrawal were misguided, hasty, and poorly executed. As we
commemorate 9/11 this year, many American veterans and their
families, as well as Afghans, wonder what all the sacrifices in blood
and treasure over the last two decades accomplished when the
same Taliban is back in power and all the progress in the country is
being or
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being reversed. What's more, is that America is no longer safer or
more secure from the threats of terrorism than it was in 2001. We
should not and cannot simply afford to spurn the sacrifices of the
U.S. troops by abandoning Afghanistan.

The post-2001 generation of Afghans, who comprise more than 65
percent of the population, have never lived or experienced the
tyranny of the Taliban. The ongoing mass protests against Taliban
rule by young Afghan women and men across the country is a
symbol of the type of profound societal change that America and its
allies helped to create in Afghanistan. The values of freedom,
democracy, and human rights resonate with many Afghans. Indeed, |
founded the DPPC in 2020 so that Americans could learn what their
sacrifice, their blood, and treasure, had done for my people. Even
after the 20-year American military presence has ended in
Afghanistan, the U.S. and its partners can still help Afghans secure a
better future.

First, the world's democracies should not recognize the Taliban
regime. All sanctions should be maintained and even expanded so
that the regime is isolated politically. Second, those political and
military figures who resist the Taliban, particularly the National
Resistance Front (NRF) of Afghanistan led by Ahmad Massoud,
should be supported. The NRF is leading a heroic fight against the
Taliban in the Panjshir Province and other parts of northern
Afghanistan. Third, there is a strong need for the creation of an
autonomous zone or a safe zone in the north of Afghanistan. A place
where all Afghans can live without fear of Taliban violence. If those
who oppose Taliban rule have equal opportunities and are allowed to
embrace values such as human rights, women's rights, democracy,
and free speech, they will not flee Afghanistan. This will not only
help stem the tide of migration from the country but would also help
monitor and check terrorism threats facing the west from Taliban-
controlled areas.

Two decades after 9/11 and the end of America's longest war, the
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On the heels of the 9/11 anniversary, DPPC Advisory Board Member
Naheed Farid tells BBC News that she continues the fight for
Afghanistan and stands for the freedom and rights of Afghan
women. Ms. Farid says if she didn't leave Kabul the Taliban would
have killed her and that would discourage many other women who
stand up to demand their rights.
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'‘The Taliban would*ve killed me if they found me’
Naheed Farid says she left Afghanistan over fears the Taliban co...
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Afghan women have come a long way since the Taliban were last in
power. The Taliban now must deal with the reality of a much more
informed and open Afghan society with a vibrant young generation
who are committed to fight for their rights and freedom.

"We decided to protest to demand our basic rights: the right to
education, to work, and political participation. We want the Taliban
to know that they cannot eliminate us from society."
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Afghan Women Protest Against Taliban Restrictions
On September 4, around 100 women gathered in front of the pre...
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Former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta says the Taliban has not
changed since they were last in charge, warning that the U.S. should
be prepared for future attacks as the militant group is not reliable.

"It would be wise for the United States and the rest of the world not
to trust the Taliban in terms of their work."
jL jloj jl pLiLL>  ¥$5 0'0 155 >cl Ci~LIl dnul Laul
AjI~j JijLi OJipClg O™bl <5 j|j jl..dus> 3 Jjl jLi Cjj<«sL> J$l
See More ...| 6aij

THEHILL.COM

Panetta: Taliban hasn't changed, will provide ’safe haven
for terrorists'
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Defying the Taliban's newly introduced draconian dress code
mandate for women in schools, Afghan women around the world are
posting photos of themselves wearing colorful traditional clothing.

"In recent days the Taliban has mandated the segregation of
genders in classrooms and said female students, lecturers and
employees must wear hijabs in accordance with the group's
interpretation of Sharia law."
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Afghan women are sharing photos of dresses to protest
the Taliban's black hijab mandate
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In Kandahar, widespread public protests are happening in the city
center after the Taliban announced it is forcibly evicting thousands
of residents who live in housing provided to them by the Afghan

government. This follows ethnically motivated forced evacuations of

residents in Panjshir and Daikundi.
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Taliban gives thousands of Kandahar residents three
days to leave their homes, protesters say
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Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Menendez
harshly criticized the Biden administration's handling of the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan, calling it “clearly and fatally flawed."
This came as Secretary of State Antony Blinken faced intense
questioning from members of Congress during a two-day hearing
over the chaotic exit from Afghanistan.

"This committee expects to receive a full explanation of the
administration’s decisions on Afghanistan since coming into office
last January. There has to be accountability.”
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