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U.S. says next High Representative must 
not dictate solutions 
8 May 13, 2026 

At the UN Security Council’s meeting yesterday regarding Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(BiH), U.S. Deputy Ambassador to the UN Tammy Bruce said the next High 

Representative in BiH will have “a far more limited set of responsibilities.” 

“The OHR was never intended to be permanent. ... The next High Representative’s 

task will be to transfer responsibility for running and maintaining [BiH] institutions to 

local leaders,” Bruce said. 

She continued, “One day, there will no longer be a need for such a role. To complete 

that task, the next HR must enjoy the trust of all communities in Bosnia. Most 

importantly, that person must be committed to a sovereign Bosnia and Herzegovina.” 

Bruce added, “A sovereign Bosnia and Herzegovina is one in which decisions are made 

by local leaders driving pragmatic locally owned solutions facilitated by international 

voices rather than dictated by them.” 

Christian Schmidt, the German who currenily claims the title of High Representative, 

announced Monday that he will step down as soon as a successor is named. 
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Successive High Representatives have imposed laws on BiH by personal decree 

despite having no legal authority to do so and the BiH Constitution's provision 

requiring that all laws be approved by the legislature. 

Bruce's full statement is here. 

« Mini¢ meets EUFOR commander, expresses RS commitment to safe and secure 

environment -SRNA 

Mazalica: U.S. position a significant step forward -SRNA » 
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This website is a resource for journalists, scholars, and policy makers in search of accurate 

and timely information about Bosnia and Herzegovina and its governmental bodies, entities, 

and constituent peoples. 
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This website presents materials representing a variety of viewpoints with respect to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. This material is distributed by McGinnis Lochridge on behalf of Republika 

Srpska. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 

The materials on this website do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 

Government of Republika Srpska. 
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