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The move by Republican Jewish Coalition comes as debate in GOP pits foreign policy 

hawks against those pressing a more isolationist approach

RJC urges Congress to maintain aid to Ukraine amid 
resistance from some in GOP

Men and women attend the charitable military-patriotic closed training in mountainous conditions called 

"Side by Side to Victory", that is organized by the Ukrainian Volunteer Corps "Right Sector" in Lviv, Ukraine 

on May 6,2023.
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By Matthew Kassel • May 15,2023
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The Republican Jewish Coalition is urging Congress to maintain U.S. military funding for Ukraine 

in its war against Russia’s invasion, amid ongoing resistance from some GOP legislators in the 

House and Senate who have voiced opposition to continued aid.

The organization’s “commitment to Ukraine must be accompanied by a meaningful commitment to 

strengthening our military,” the statement argued, adding that “it is essential to our national 

Sam Markstein, the RJC’s national political director, declined to comment directly on congressional 

members who are at odds with the group on Ukraine, including Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY) and 

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-OH), among several others.

“Our elected leaders have provided billions of dollars in assistance to bolster Ukraine’s military,” the 

group said in a statement released on Monday. “We call on Congress to renew that commitment, 

and we are pleased that key Republican leaders have pledged to do so.”

“We’re going to make sure that all Republicans understand this is an important issue to us and our 

board, and we will convey that privately in our meetings and conversations with them,” Markstein 

told Jewish Insider on Monday. “We would hope that all Republicans would support this position, 

and we’ll work hard to make sure that they do,” he added. “But there’s always an occasional 

dissenting opinion or vote.”

The statement, which was unanimously endorsed by the RJC’s board of directors last week in 

Washington D.C., comes as agrowing number of outspoken Republicans have expressed skepticism 

of protecting Ukraine — intensifying divisions between establishment GOP hawks and nationalist 

conservatives who favor an isolationist approach to foreign policy.

The RJC’s board members were motivated to issue a “strong statement about Ukraine,” said 

Markstein, as the country prepares for a counteroffensive to reclaim occupied territory and as the 

looming debt crisis in Washington has stalled negotiations over approving the Pentagon’s annual 

military budget.
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security that America prioritize military expenditures much more than we have in recent years.” 
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Status quo likely in Israel-Turkey relations, regardless of who wins Turkish election
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Daily Kickoff: Assad back at Arab League + Amb. Gordon Sondland on the podcast

Meanwhile, “preventing a Russian victory will further American strategic aims in the Middle East 

by frustrating the designs of Russia’s regional ally, the terrorist regime in Iran,” the statement said.

The RJC’s board members “wanted to send a message to Republicans in Congress about how 

important the issue is to the organization,” Markstein told JI. He said the group would “prioritize” 

those conversations in the coming weeks.

The statement warned that a Ukrainian defeat would endanger “former Soviet republics” that are 

now NATO member states while emboldening China “as it moves ever closer to military action 

against Taiwan.”

“As Jewish Americans, we emphatically believe that it is in America’s national interest to see 

Russia’s military might diminished and its malign strategic aims thwarted,” the RJC’s board 

members said. “We know from painful recent history that a world where aggressors believe they 

can get away with using force to conquer neighboring nations is a more dangerous one.”

SCOOP

Latest draft of White House antisemitism strategy highlights IHRA definition, but also 
references alternative

DAILY KICKOFF

Daily Kickoff: The latest on the White House antisemitism strategy + Mike Feuer’s L.A. 
pitch

< ■'



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2023 10:19:02 AM

NAVIGATION

Home

Features

Quick Hits

Daily Kickoff

Podcast

Profiles

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 06/06/2023 10:19:02 AM

If

EXCLUSIVE

More than 175 American, global Jewish groups urge U.N. to endorse IHRA definition
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DAILY KICKOFF

J Daily Kickoff: Lipstadt talks IHRA + Sitting down with Naftali Bennett

PODCAST PLAYBACK

Amb. Gordon Sondland: U.S. should give ‘complete, unfettered support of Ukraine’ 
until Russia is driven out
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