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With Russia Poised to Invade, Joe Biden's Caution Frustrates

Ukraine

e Kyiv source accuses U.S. of "slow-balling emergency military supplies”

e Senior diplomat fears Ukraine "might become a victim" of U.S.-Russia deal

e "In a way, Putin already achieved what he wanted."

BY DAvID BRENNAN ON 12/16/21 AT 5:00 AM EST
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WORLD RUSSIA UKRAINE JOE BIDEN

merican hesitance and European vacillation could spell disaster for Ukraine,

according to top officials, with Russian President Vladimir Putin lurking on the

edge of Europe and seemingly undeterred by Western warnings not to invade.

Current and former officials who spoke with Newsweek painted a picture of deep
frustration in Kyiv, though acknowledged that Ukraine—wedged between an

aggressive Russia and preoccupied European Union—has nowhere else to turn.

All expressed fears that President Joe Biden's caution, European disinterest, and
Russian tenacity will leave Ukraine as a buffer nation stuck in the no-man's-land

between East and West, its future sacrificed on the altar of transatlantic stability.
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READ MORE

» Biden a Likely Talking Point When Chinese and Russian Presidents Speak Soon
e Biden Speaks With Finland's President About Tension at Ukrainian Border

e E.U. Debates Flow to Coordinate With U.S., U.K. If Russia Invades Ukraine
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The recent Russian build-up—and perceived anemic Western response—is the latest
source of grievance for Kyiv, which for almost eight years has been trying to recover
the annexed Crimea peninsula and end its war with Russia-allied separatists in the

eastern Donbas region.
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"I'm not happy, generally, with the level of support,” said Ukraine’s ambassador to the
U.K. Vadym Prystaiko, in an interview with Newsweek at the Ukrainian embassy in
London. "l believe that the United States is very careful in their approach. They don't

step much further beyond what they believe to be necessary."

The governments that followed the 2014 pro-Western Maidan Revolution have
received significant American and European support—military, financial, and political.
But Putin has repeatedly deployed tens of thousands of troops along Ukrainian
borders, effectively holding Kyiv and Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskiy hostage

as the country tries to turn westwards.

U.S.-Ukraine bilateral ties are growing stronger each year that passes, though have
been hampered by American hesitance to provide more potent weaponry; conspiracy
theories alleging Ukrainian involvement in disproved American electoral fraud claims;
the U.S. failure to block Russia's Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline; and Kyiv's

delayed bid to join NATO.
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so grateful for many, many years of supporting us," Prystaiko—who has
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ambassador to Canada—said of his American partners on both sides of the

increasingly fraught U.S. political divide.

"At the same time, if you're sure that your political investment will be safe, you have to
invest a bit more. If you decide that's enough, we might just collapse at this barrier

you're building in front of NATO and the European Union."

>
-

Ukrainian soldiers walk past destroyed buildings on the front line on December 8,2021 in Marinka, Ukraine.
BRENDAN HOFFMAN/GETTY IMAGES

De-escalation and Deterrence

Biden's phone call with Putin last week was touted as a chance to de-escalate
tensions and prevent a possible Russian invasion of Ukraine that media reports

suggest could come as soon as January. Some 100,000 Russian troops are already

rea » Il to be waiting along Ukraine's northern, eastern and southern frontiers.
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A White House readout of the call said the president "made clear that the U.S. and our
allies would respond with strong economic and other measures in the event of military

escalation."

A Kremlin readout said that Putin demanded a guarantee that NATO would not allow
Ukraine to join the alliance, and other reports said the Russian president asked for an

in-person meeting with his American counterpart.

"The de-escalation is achieved," Prystaiko said of the call, adding the result "is most

important—nobody wants to lose people.”

But the way Biden went about the video meeting rankled Kyiv. "It took him two days to
talk to my president,"” Prystaiko said, noting that Secretary of State Antony Blinken did

speak with Zelenskiy soon after the call.
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| would be much happier if people talked to us and tried to develop ideas with us
included. This is one piece of a bigger game. If we are considered here, we can limit

the Russian appetite for the next stage, wherever they have in mind."

A State Department spokesperson told Newsweek that Biden "reaffirmed his

unwavering commitment to Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity" in his call

with Zelenskiy.

"Russia should be in no doubt that further military aggression against Ukraine would

have massive consequences and severe cost in response,” the spokesperson added.

"And as President Biden told President Putin, should Russia further invade Ukraine,

we will provide additional defensive material to the Ukrainians above and beyond that

which we are already in the process of providing."

The spokesperson noted the U.S. has committed $450 million in security assistance to
Ukraine so far this year, with $2.5 billion in military assistance committed to Ukraine
since 2014.

"We will continue to deliver equipment and supplies to Ukraine in the weeks and
months ahead through the Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative, and we continuously
additional military assistance packages," the spokesperson said.
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Kyiv is worried there is a lack of assertiveness in the U.S. positions on Ukrainian NATO

membership, expanded military aid, and Nord Stream 2.

A source close to the Ukrainian government—who wished to remain anonymous to
speak candidly—told Newsweek that the Russian build-up is designed to test U.S. and

NATO resolve in Ukraine and Eastern Europe.

"From Ukraine's perspective we have been living with a Russian military threat for

eight years on a daily basis," the source said.

"Hence this build-up is concerning, but we have seen this before. It seems this build-

up is more about Moscow sending a signal to Washington than to Kyiv.

IIR©

is significantly less likely to attack Ukraine if it sees a strong and consistent
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administration in relation to Nord Stream sanctions sends the wrong message.

"Even worse—the administration is slow-balling emergency military supplies Kyiv

requested over a month ago.

"From the Russian perspective, this emanates weakness and emboldens further

aggressive posturing to get more concessions."

The source continued: "Given that since the Nord
Stream sanction waivers and Geneva summit
Russia has increased, not decreased, its
aggressive rhetoric towards Kyiv and has engaged
in energy blackmail against Ukraine and Europe, a

READ MORE : : :
strong signal would be the immediate reversal of

Vladimir Putin Wants to Wipe Nord Stream 2 sanction waivers and supply of an

Ukraine From the Map, unprecedented large amount of defensive lethal

Ambassador Warns weapons.

"If such a signal doesn't happen very soon Russia will continue to test the waters to
see how far its brinkmanship can go. And this escalation cycle will repeat itself

throughout the Biden administration.”

ss now will encourage problems down the line, Ukrainian officials said. "What
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"The Americans and everybody said nothing about sending troops to Ukraine. They

immediately said they would reinforce the eastern flank of NATO. Meaning what? You

will isolate us, you will leave us to die?

“In a way, Putin already achieved what he wanted. And this actually gives me some

hope that maybe he will stop at this stage.”

This, the ambassador said, might give Kyiv longer to receive more Western aid and

fortify Ukraine against the next Russian escalation.

Ad removed. Details

An Elusive NATO Invitation

Ukrainian officials understand America’s NATO obligations but argue the 1994

BinM2st Memorandum —in which newly-independent Ukraine gave _
up its nuclear
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weapons in exchange for security guarantees from Russia, the U.S., and U.K.—means

Washington, D.C. also has a debt to Kyiv.

"There is a price for the peace you brought,” Prystaiko said.

No one in Ukraine expects to be admitted to NATO imminently, but Kyiv has still not
received the Membership Action Plan—a blueprint guiding would-be members to

reforms required to join the bloc—it applied for in 2008.

"We are actually losing people because we believe in something these people take for
granted,” Prystaiko said of Ukraine's 13,000 casualties inflicted since Russia's

invasion of Crimea in 2014.

"We understand it's not for this generation of political figures. The day will come when
the situation will be different, when NATO membership won't be that far-fetched and

unrealistic."

Bold Western moves could bring long-term benefits, though also risk provoking
Russian aggression. Ukrainian officials pointed to the Baltic states as an example of

risky NATO and EU expansion that paid dividends.
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"We should show Putin that we decide,"” Prystaiko said. "Unfortunately | don't see

much of an appetite for this. People are much more careful in their approach.

"| see the same kind of ideas around President

Biden at this time. They don't want to take risks."

There are more measured steps that could deter
Russia without officially expanding NATO. Alliance

READ MORE Members could expand training operations in

US, NATO Warned to Concede Ukraine, for example.

Nothing, Acton Russia Before it "The United States, Canada and the U.K.; their

Invades Ukraine . . . .
soldiers are present on Ukrainian soil, training us

and training with us," Prystaiko said.
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"Where are the rest? Germany, France, all these NATO allies and partners. Poland and
Baltic states, those who know for sure how dangerous it is to allow Russia to grow in

aggressiveness, they know but their input is limited."

But the signals from NATO are not encouraging. An unnamed State Department official
told the Associated Press last week that Ukrainian membership is not likely to be

approved within the next decade.

Prystaiko told Newsweek he feared some NATO members are laying the groundwork
to give in to Putin's demands and deny Kyiv membership: "Some people just don't

understand how difficult it is to maintain Ukrainian belief that we can still fight, that

there are people supporting us."

Buffer zone status would not help Ukrainians, the ambassador added: "A buffer is
something that stops trains from hitting each other— don't like the idea. | have
another analogy: 'The bridge between East and West.' The problem is, no one wants

to live on the bridge. They want to choose a side."

EU nations, in particular, Prystaiko said, are "preoccupied with their national

interests" —more concerned about the spillover effects a war could have on their own

nations rather than about the future of Ukraine.

In g eantime, it is Ukrainian soldiers that must face any eventual violence. "We
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said. "So if Putin comes, we will fight and we will kill as many of them as we can; there

is no doubt about that."”

Slow-rolling Ukrainian NATO membership will only mean more Putin aggression in
future, suggested Ukraine's former ambassador to the U.S., Valeriy Chaly. "We need
consolidation in Europe, we need to have Ukraine in and not out, and we need to do it

now," Chaly said.
"Then Putin will understand that he will not be successful in the future.

"It's time for the U.S. and Europe to demonstrate the reality of the transatlantic union.
Transatlantic allies should give Putin a clear message: The alliance is strong and the

alliance wants to live in peace, not in war."

SUBSCRIBE > SUBSCRIBE FOR $1 >

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/19/2021 11:04:35 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 12/19/2021 11:04:35 AM

President Joe Biden speaks on the phone to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy in the Oval Office at the White House in
Washington, D.C., on December 9,2021.

NICHOLAS KAMM/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Pipeline Wars

The change of government in Germany could yet provide a window for Kyiv, which has
long been disappointed by Berlin's appetite for Russian natural gas and fear of
provoking Putin. Ukrainians accused Germany this week of blocking the supply of

NATO weapons to Kyiv's armed forces.

Nord Stream 2, backed by Russia's state gas Gazprom company, is a massive hurdle
for Ukraine-EU relations. The pipeline will bring Russian gas directly to Germany,

where it is much needed to alleviate the ongoing energy crisis.

©
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Critics of the project—including successive U.S. administrations—say the pipeline is a
political project that will allow the Kremlin to hold Europe hostage and isolate Ukraine,

through which Russian gas currently reaches the EU.

Biden waived sanctions on Nord Stream 2 in May despite long-standing opposition.
Blinken later said it was too late for the U.S. to stop the project, which was almost

complete.

The move prompted praise from Moscow and fierce criticism from leading members of
Congress and Kyiv. Chaly told Newsweek: "We think it's a mistake by the U.S.

administration and a mistake that could be changed now."

Ciy'*"Nwho now chairs the Ukraine Crisis Media Center, a pro-Western NGO set up to
I Ikrainian snvarfiinntv internationally addad- "Wr raali7a tha | Initad States
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Kyiv is working hard to sink the project. "We're still trying to embed this idea in

German minds—they came for us now, they will come for you later," Prystaiko said.

"They have this beautiful idea that it will allow them to have an independent channel of
supply. You can have as many channels as you like, but they come from the same
source...If they decide to cut it, they won't cut it at the pipe. They will cut it

immediately at the source.”

A U.S.-German agreement reached this year committed both nations to ensuring that
the pipeline is not used as a political weapon. Any sign of Russian abuse, the
agreement says, will be met with a joint response. But few in Ukraine have much trust

in the deal.

The new German government—formed of the Social Democratic Party, the Greens,
and the Free Democratic Party—is more skeptical of the pipeline than former
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Foreign Minister Annalena

Baerbock have publicly criticized and threatened the project.

"We will leave it for the Germans to decide,"” Prystaiko said of Nord Stream 2, noting

that Ukraine's experience with Russian gas should stand as a warning to Berlin.

"Wp”"-~re the biggest Gazprom customer...They lost us, and they are okay with that.
ThL"it gas to the biggest buyer just for political reasons. How long do the Germans
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Several NATO allies are pushing hard for a Nord Stream freeze. Former NATO
Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen told Newsweek: "l think it should be

stopped.

"I would expect the new German government to be very critical about the start of Nord
Stream 2. | think this is a powerful instrument to get Putin to understand that we need

a political solution to the problems in Ukraine."

A State Department spokesperson dismissed the suggestion that Nord Stream 2 gives

Moscow more leverage over the West.

"We have had extensive conversations with incoming and outgoing German
administrations and closely coordinating with the Germans on how to maximize
potential costs on Russia if they move further into Ukraine," the spokesperson told

Newsweek.

"If Russia further invades Ukraine, the United States and our European allies would
respond with strong economic measures. These measures would go far beyond the
economic impact of cutting off Nord-Stream 2 and would inflict significant costs on

the Russian economy and financial system.

"We are coordinating very closely with our allies and partners on these specific actions
and expect that a further Russian invasion of Ukraine would prompt a reassessment of

many existing economic linkages.

"We would also note that the pipeline is not operational, which means that it's not
leverage for Putin. It is leverage for the West, because if Vladimir Putin wants to see
gas flow through that pipeline, he may not want to take the risk of further invading

Ukraine."

Pax Americana?

>
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capitals.

"The only negotiating power here is your partners, your partners over the ocean, over
the Channel, across Europe—they are the only ones who can help you," Prystaiko

said. "Not because you are just weak, but because we have nothing to bargain with

Russia."

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting of the Presidential Council for Development of Civil Society and Human
Rights via a video link at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow on December 9,2021.

MIKHAIL METZEL/SPUTNIK/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, William Taylor, told Newsweek the Ukrainian

leaders "are still very much counting on American support...They don't have leverage

on this, there's nowhere else to turn."

"Pj™MAnt Zelenskiy realizes—I think even more than he did when he was
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States and the futility of trying to negotiate by himself with Putin,” Taylor said.

"I think President Zelenskiy realizes now that President Putin is not going to negotiate
seriously with him. Putin is not even negotiating seriously with Zelenskiy with the
French and the Germans at the table," Taylor added, referring to the Normandy Format

aiming to resolve the war in eastern Ukraine.

Peace talks are based on the Minsk agreements, signed in September 2014 and
February 2015 in a desperate and ultimately unsuccessful effort to end fighting in

eastern Ukraine.

Kyiv sees the agreements as having been made under duress and designed to bring
Ukraine to its knees. Continued failure to implement the peace deal has convinced

some observers it is no longer fit for purpose.

Some say it is time for the U.S. to join peace talks. "They need the Americans to be

there," Taylor said. "

The Ukrainians have been disappointed in the Normandy format. The Germans and
French, they haven't succeeded. The real power in these negotiations is going to come

from pulling in the United States.

"If and when the United States joins those negotiations, it will require the Russians to

take these negotiations more seriously than they have in the past.”

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said this month that Putin has no plans to invite
Biden to the Normandy Format, though Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov later

said Moscow was not opposed to the idea.

"The Russians clearly prefer direct communication with the U.S.," Rasmussen told

Newsweek. "So | think we should expand the Normandy format to include the United
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But American inclusion in Normandy Format talks will not suddenly solve the impasse.
"If you believe it's not easy for Russia to deal with the Americans, it's not really true,”

Prystaiko said.

Indeed, a deeper fear in Kyiv is that Ukraine will be sacrificed for greater U.S.-Russian

bilateral goals.

"The whole world is on fire," Prystaiko said, suggesting issues in China, Syria, Iran,
Irag, Afghanistan, the Korean peninsula all might trump Ukraine in America's foreign
policy considerations. "I personally believe that Ukraine might become a victim of a

big deal between the big two."

Biden is certainly distracted by pressing issues at home and abroad. The president's
term will be defined by his domestic response to the COVID-19 economic crisis, while

his foreign policy must consider an unstable Middle East and a rising China.

"Policy and politics is not wishful thinking," said Orysia Lutsevych, the manager of the

Ukraine Forum at the British Chatham House think tank.

“| think it's very clear that Biden's presidency is, in a way, driven by internal politics,
his spending plan, COVID, boosting the economy, and China. Ukraine will have to

operate in that paradigm.

“| think there's a certain anxiety that the U.S. will try too much to get Russia on its side

against China. That's the worry.

"There are big issues that the U.S. and Russia will be talking about: Non-proliferation,
new strategic weapons treaties. This does not mean that the U.S. will leave Ukraine

behind."

Meanwhile, Ukrainian diplomats are trying to leverage bipartisan support in Congress
““=>the White House into a more assertive stance. Last week lawmakers approved
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"The Ukrainians know that they've got strong support in the United States Congress,
bipartisan support among Republicans and Democrats, in opposition to the Russians,

and in favor of stopping Nord Stream," Taylor said.

Ukrainian officials are trying to avoid the issue being politicized—as it was during
former President Donald Trump's first impeachment, prompted by his withholding of

U.S. aid to Ukraine in exchange for a desired investigation of his political opponents.

"That's their own business," Prystaiko said of America's fierce political divide. "We just
hope that we can message our basic beliefs and basic expectations, and just hope for

the best—that both parties, normal people, and industries will have enough data to

calculate Ukraine's wider importance."

America's right-wing has been poisoned by conspiracy theories and fringe politics in
recent years. This toxic milieu dragged in Ukraine, too. Trump and his allies alleged—
with no evidence—that Ukraine, not Russia, was behind foreign meddling in the 2016

election.

Trump seems set to run again in 2024. The former president is known to hold grudges,

and it seems unlikely his view of Ukraine is uncolored by his impeachment.

"That's a couple of years off, it has to be in the back of people's minds," said Taylor,

who testified to Congress during the impeachment probe.

"The Ukrainians and others do want to take advantage of the current commitment of
this administration, to alliances, to allies, to principles of support that are traditional.
And so | think they're going to count on the next two years, and they hope it will go

longer."

Kyiv has the tough job of framing Ukraine as more than a Russian battleground. "Many
peop”still persist in seeing Ukraine through the lens of Russia—they understand that
if is our enemy, Ukraine is important too," Prystaiko said.
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"We also see it, we are not stupid. And we are happy to use this leverage as long as it

works to our own benefit.

"At the same time, | truly believe that we have to explain to them strategically why they
should invest their time, political effort, money, everything, in us. | believe this
bipartisan support should gradually move from 'Let's irritate Russia' to 'Let's help

Ukraine too.'

“I'm trying to plant a seed of strategic vision of Ukraine to anybody | speak with. If we
manage to move in a general direction of the civilized world, Putin is the first one to

understand how dangerous it is for him to allow us to do that successfully."

A Ukrainian serviceman walks in a trench past a mannequin on the frontline with Russia backed separatists near the town of
Zolote, in the Lugansk region of Ukraine April 8,2021.

STR/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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PuzzlePiece * 11 hours ago

This is the argument against older and more senior presidents, isn't it? If war should occur, will they
have the stamina and wherewithal to weather such a crossroad? If Biden cannot react forcefully to
Russia/Putin's aggression of choice, then hopefully there are surrogate advisors within the U.S.
m...See more (Edited)
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behonest + 10 hours ago

"Poised to attack" is not an attack. That's only paranoia talking. Russia has every right to be
defending its border especially when NATO forces are closing in. Take away NATO warships, etc and
Russia will likely withdraw their troops.
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Greysky47 1 10 hours ago

Joe Biden is all bluffand bluster, and no substance. He's an empty suit, and Putin knows it. Xi knows
it, too. Russia will invade Ukraine, and China will invade Taiwan. Biden will make noises, and do
nothing. Those who voted for Biden, because of their loathing for Trump, will now reap the

conseque...See more
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PurpleBeets ¢ 8 hours ago

Autocratic threat escalation by Keynesian gamblers. They want day gamblers. Ukraine needs to
support a UN base not NATO. Ukraine needs to keep supporting more Bitcoin and blockchain. More
PUBLIC CAPITAL or it's robbery.

Reply db Q2

Gulf Rasta + 11 hours ago

©e wanted to invade Mexico again, would Russia really have much to say or do about it?
even comparable?
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" The Zimmermann Telegram (or Zimmermann Note or Zimmerman Cable) was a secret diplomatic
communication issued from the German ForeL.See more

Repy db -~

Faucicriminal -9 hours ago

All trump supporters knew what would happen if democrats get power again....why act surprised

Reply db 0*3

American_Renaissance : 7 hours ago

By about 2066 the ONLY places in the world that will be majority white are Russia, Poland, Hungary,
the Czech Republic, Iceland, Ukraine, Lithuania and Slovenia.

Reply db ~1

American_Renaissance « 7 hours ago

Russians and Ukrainians are our friends.

Reply db1 ~2

Faucicriminal -9 hours ago

Trump, the only president in nearly 40 yrs that didn't start another needless war, as Biden has us
staring at ww3

Repy db ~3
1 reply

Obama 10 hours ago

Trump loves you.

Reply db QL1
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THE DEBATE

O Libertarians Should Not Support either Major Political Party

BY NICK GILLESPIE

VS

Classical Liberals and Libertarians Should Vote Republican @

BY DAVE RUBIN

OPINION

How Do We Stop the Homicide Crisis? Think Small
BY MARC LEVIN
We Have the Tools to Prevent a Winter COVID Surge. It's Time to Use Them.
BY JILL ROSENTHAL
We Cannot Afford to Look Away from Myanmar

-as. BY JOSE RAMOS-HORTA
The U.S. is Deprioritizing the Middle East

3 BY DANIEL R. DEPETRIS

U.S.-Euro Support Required for Bulgarian Energy Security

= BY DIMITAR ABADJIEV
The Biden Administration is Sending Title IX to the Ash Heap of History
BY DOREEN DENNY
Elon Musk Is a Hero-hut Not for the Reason You Think
BY MATHIEU VAILLANCOURT
Progressives Are Using Black Americans to Experiment With Communism
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It's Time to Close Attica

BY ALEX DURAN AND ARTHUR RIZER

Corporations Must Stop Putting Profits Over the Lives of Myanmar's People

BY THANG LIAN
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LATEST NEWS

FDA Rules That Women Can Permanently Obtain Abortion Pill Through Mail

Viral Video of Restaurant Worker Passing out During Shift Sparks Reactions

South Dakota Man Latest in Line of Americans Charged With Espionage

Internet Backs Woman For Not Designing Friend's Wedding Dress in Viral Post

How Do We Stop the Homicide Crisis? Think Small

O reQn Pleads Guilty to Throwing Lit Firework During Portland Protests
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Broadway, West End Cancel Shows Over COVID, Tighten Audience Restrictions
Joe Exotic Asks Court Not to Delay Resentencing, Postpones Cancer Treatment
Facebook Deletes 1,500 'Cyber Mercenaries' Accounts

Omicron Cases Rising in Wastewater in FL County Home to Disney, Universal

EDITOR'S PICK

JOE BIDEN
Joe Biden Is Angering the Largest Voting Bloc in the U.S.

A recent survey found 89 percent of fully employed student loan borrowers could not afford to resume their repayments.
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ARMY
Army Has Over 3,800 Refuse to Get COVID Vaccine, Could Be Removed in Jan.

While thousands have refused vaccination, the vast majority of the Army's more than 478,000 active-duty members have complied
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CYBERSECURITY
In the Midst of COVID, Cyber Security Is More Important than Ever

As more companies fall victim to breaches and as the world continues to become more digital than ever, there is no excuse for
businesses to turn a blind eye to this revolutionary security innovation.
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CONGRESS
What Does Alan Lowenthal's Retirement Mean for Democrats in California?
"This is a solid Democrat district," Matt Klink, a Republican political consultant, told Newsweek. "Even with redistricting, that's not going

to change.”
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