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Nato
Liz Truss urges Nato allies to block Russia's Nord

Stream 2 gas pipeline
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O Margaret Thatcher in a tank in 1986. Photograph: Jockel Fink/AP

It remains to be seen how far the UK can push its opposition to Nord Stream 2 but the
prime minister, Boris Johnson, raised the issue’s profile in a foreign policy speech at the
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not be affected - what we will hear is some deep concerns from European politicians,
but it will not change Russia policy or military aggression.”

It was thought the long running economic and political battle against the 1,200-mile
pipeline had been largely lost since so much of the construction was complete, and
because the Biden administration, in a compromise agreement with Germany in May,
dropped sanctions against the $lobn pipeline. Germany instead agreed to provide
Ukraine with a subsidy to transition to green energy.

But British ministers intent on backing Ukraine do not think the battle to contain Nord
Stream - one largely conducted inside the EU - is lost. They point to paragraph two in
the German-US statement of June, which says: “Should Russia attempt to use energy as
a weapon or commit further aggressive acts against Ukraine, Germany will take action
at the national level and press for effective measures at the European level, including
sanctions, to limit Russian export capabilities to Europe in the energy sector, including
gas, and/or in other economically relevant sectors.”

The UK claims Russia has been endangering European allies by limiting gas supplies in
exactly the way that the agreement sought to rule out, a view strongly shared by many
US Republican senators who are now blocking the defence budget to block Nord
Stream.

Britain is also testing the water to see how the new German coalition will handle Nord
Stream 2. noting the coalition agreement was sili
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... we have a small favour to ask. Tens of millions have placed their trust in the
Guardian’s high-impact journalism since we started publishing 200 years ago, turning
to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5 million
readers, from 180 countries, have recently taken the step to support us financially -
keeping us open to all, and fiercely independent.

With no shareholders or billionaire owner, we can set our own agenda and provide
trustworthy journalism that'’s free from commercial and political influence, offering a
counterweight to the spread of misinformation. When it's never mattered more, we
can investigate and challenge without fear or favour. We couldn’t do this without
readers like you.

Ahead of what is certain to be a pivotal year for America, we're raising $1.25m to fund
our reporting in 2022. Ifyou can, please consider making a year-end gift so that we
can continue to deliver journalism that sheds a light on injustice and drives
meaningful change. It is reader support that makes our high-impact journalism
possible and gives us the emotional support and motor energy to keep doing
journalism that matters.

Unlike many others, Guardian journalism is available for everyone to read, regardless
ofwhat they can afford to pay. We do this because we believe in information equality.

We aim to offer readers a comprehensive, international perspective on critical events
shaping our world - from the crackdown on voting rights to corrosive racial
inequality and the erosion of democratic norms. We are committed to upholding our
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