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U.S. House panel passes amendment to stop sanctions waiver on Nord Stream 2

July 2, 2021

WASHINGTON, July 2 (Reuters) - The Biden administration could face pressure to block Russia's 
Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline after a House of Representatives panel this week passed an 
amendment seeking to repeal the U.S. State Department's ability to waive sanctions on the project.

"These sanctions are mandatory not discretionary," said Representative Marcy Kaptur, a Democrat 
and a sponsor of the amendment to a foreign aid bill. The House panel passed it unanimously.

The amendment seeks to repeal sanctions waivers in fiscal year 2022. But the pipeline is 95% 
finished and the bill has a long way to go before becoming law, needing to pass the full House, the 
Senate, and be signed by President Joe Biden.

In May, the State Department sent to Congress a report that concluded that Nord Stream 2 AG and 
its CEO, Matthias Warnig, an ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin, engaged in sanctionable 
activity. But Secretary of State Antony Blinken immediately waived those sanctions, saying it was in 
the U.S. national interest, read more

President Joe Biden, a Democrat, has opposed the $11 billion project that would take Russian gas 
from the Arctic to Germany, saying it is a bad deal for Europe. But Biden also wants to improve ties 
with Germany, an ally he needs to help deal with broader issues including climate change, the 
economic recovery and relations with Iran and China. The United States is an exporter of natural 
gas to Europe in the form of LNG, but Russian gas is cheaper.

Washington fears Russia could use Nord Stream 2 as leverage to weaken European Union states by 
increasing their dependency on Moscow. The project, now about 95% complete, would bypass 
Ukraine, depriving it of lucrative transit fees and potentially undermining its struggle against 
Russian aggression.

A State Department spokesperson said the Biden administration will continue to "examine entities 
engaged in potentially sanctionable behavior" and work closely with Congress on the issue.
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Marcy KapturO

@RepMarcyKaptur

Thrilled @RepAndyHarrisMD and my amendment to 
repeal the Nord Stream 2 sanctions waiver in FY22 was 
unanimously adopted in SFOPs Approps.

The US Congress stands by our Central and Eastern 
European allies against Russian malign influence and 
energy coercion on a bipartisan basis.

*r *
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3:03 PM • Jul 1, 2021 • Twitter Web App
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Naftogaz of Ukraine O @Naftogazllkraine • Jul 2
Incredible bipartisanship in the US to stop #NordStream2! House 
@AppropsDems and @HouseAppropsGOP unanimously passed an 
amendment to legislation that will prevent the use of sanctions waivers 
for NS2. Those that provide certification services for NS2 will fall under 
US sanctions.
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Naftogaz of Ukraine O @NaftogazUkraine • Jul 2
Ukraine is especially grateful to House Appropriations Committee 
Chairwoman @rosadelauro, @RepKayGranger, @RepBarbaraLee, 
@HalRogersKY5, @RepMarcyKaptur, and @RepAndyHarrisMD for
supporting this initiative and for their commitment to help ensure NS2 
never becomes operational.

Q t_T 3 02 9

Ukraine's Deputy Prime Minister Olga Stefamshyna:

-£ , Olga Stefanishyna Q
**1 @StefanishynaO

Extremely grateful for yesterday US House 
Appropriations Committee bipartisan support of the 
amendment against #NS2. Russian geopolitical pipe 
should be stopped. Personally thanks to @rosadelauro, 
@RepKayGranger, @RepBarbaraLee, @HalRogersKY5, 
@RepMarcyKaptur, & @RepAndyHarrisMD

9:15 AM • Jul 2, 2021 from Ukraine • Twitter for Android

Chairman of Ukrainian Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee Oleksandr Merezhko:
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OO/ieKcaHAP MepewKO

@3TrAmvL026aJRar

Good news! As Head of the Committee on Foreign Policy, 
I'm grateful to @rosadelauro, @RepKayGranger, 
@RepBarbaraLee, @HalRogersKY5, @RepMarcyKaptur, 
and @RepAndyHarrisMD for passing the provision in the 
bill that will prevent the use of the NS2 certification 
sanctions waivers!

9:58 AM • Jul 2, 2021 • Twitter for iPhone

Chairman of Ukrainian Parliament's European Integration Committee Ivanna Klympush:

Ivanna Klympush O

-T- @IKIympush

Sincere appreciation from #UA parliamentarians of 
efforts of @Rosadelauro, @RepKayGranger, 
@RepBarbaraLee, @HalRogersKY5, @RepMarcyKaptur, 
@RepAndyHarrisMD & reinvigorated bipartisan support 
for yesterday's amendment which further strengthened 
American sanctions law against #NS2!

10:07 AM • Jul 2, 2021 • Twitter for Android
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YORKTOWN
------------ SOLUTIONS-------------

This material is distributed by Yorktown Solutions, LLC on behalf of the All-Ukrainian Industry Association 
“Federation of Employers of the Oil and Gas Industry." Additional information is available at the Department of 
Justice, Washington, D.C.
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