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M U.S. Embassy in Serbia

Ambassador Godfrey: Transparency Key in Covid Fight

When the great American novelist Mark Twain was on a speaking tour in in London in 1897, someone 

started a rumor that he was gravely ill. Twain later learned of press reports that he had died, prompting a 

characteristic reply: "Reports of my death have been greatly exaggerated."

This response from the writer of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, among other great works, resonated 

with me as I have read comments from a series of Serbian analysts and politicians, including the ministers, 

that the Covid-19 crisis has shifted geopolitical influence from Western Europe and the United States to 

Beijing or Moscow. Friends, let me announce that reports of the end of Serbia's cooperation with the West 

have been greatly exaggerated.

For more than half a century, the United States has been the largest contributor to global health security, 

providing more than $140 billion in the past 20 years alone. Much of the $1 billion we have provided in 

assistance here since 2001 has likewise focused on developing Serbia's health system. Today, even as we 

face a grim situation back home, the American people are sending assistance to Serbia in the form of 

testing kits, PPE, and other urgently needed items. I am delighted to witness Serbia's generosity and 

mature regional leadership as it utilizes its strengthened health and business sectors to extend a helping 

hand to its neighbors during the crisis. The United States is eternally grateful for Serbia helping American 

citizens return home recently.

As I have repeatedly stated over the past month, all international assistance to fight this pandemic is 

welcome, and we must come together now to solve the problem. Working together is the only way we are 

going to beat this virus and hope to resume some level of prosperity and normalcy in our lives.

That being said, what is most clear to me these days is the importance of transparency and accurate 

information. Sunday is World Press Freedom Day, so this offers an ideal opportunity for us to reflect on the 

values of journalism and the free flow of information. The United States was founded as an experiment in 

democracy against the tyranny of an unchecked monarch. That is why our Constitution enshrines the right 

to a free press. We believe that corruption and tyranny thrive when free speech and free press are 

suppressed.
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The Covid crisis provides further evidence of this. Free and open information about the spread of the virus 

during the initial outbreak in China was lacking and greatly compounded the tragedy the world faces today. 

Chinese authorities silenced medical professionals who tried to sound the alarm bells. Some, including Dr. 

Li Wenliang, who tried to blow the whistle in Wuhan early on, were silenced. Tragically, he himself died of 

the coronavirus.

Greater transparency, informing the public, and requesting international assistance when the first cases 

appeared could have saved countless lives and allowed a rapid global response at least a month or two 

earlier.

It's true that authoritarian regimes might be better prepared than open societies to control and restrict 

movement during a pandemic. But I would argue that if China had had a democracy and a free press, if 

doctors like Dr. Li were allowed to speak out, that would have helped China and the world nip this health 

problem in the bud.

Democracy, independent media, and a government that practices transparency are strong preventive 

measures against problems like COVID-19 in the first place. Government officials should have a feeling of 

responsibility toward their citizens and be held accountable for their actions or inaction resulting in harm to 

their constituents.

Countries of the world, including Serbia, are coming together to help each other. That was beautifully 

demonstrated last weekend with Belgrade's delivery of much-needed aid to Italy. We have so much work to 

do not just to beat the virus, but to rebuild our lives and our economies. The recovery is going to be 

difficult, but I am convinced we can do it and we will emerge stronger and smarter.

This crisis is not going to kill the ideals of an open, free, and democratic society, values that Serbia and its 

neighbors in Europe hold dear. Now, more than ever, we must follow the light shed by liberty, transparency, 

and openness to ensure we do not repeat the mistakes that have allowed Covid to thrive.

This is the official website of the U.S. Embassy in Serbia. External links to other Internet sites should not be construed as an endorsement of
the views or privacy policies contained therein.

This material is distributed by Yorktown Solutions, LLC on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia. 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/03/2020 4:42:56 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/03/2020 4:42:56 PM

KursrKutit

Q x Q
| pretraga________

16°C

• Naslovna

• Vesti
o Politika 
o Izbori 2020
o Drustvo 
o Biznis 
° Srbija 
° Beograd 
o OSI Informator 
o Edukacija 
° Specijal 
o Licni stay

• Stars
° Riialiti 
o TV sou

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/03/2020 4:42:56 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/03/2020 4:42:56 PM

o Kosarka 
o Tenis
o Ostali sportovi 

Hronika

N/

Region
o Hrvatska 
o Crna Gora 
o Bosna i Hercegovina 
o Sevema Makedoniia

\/

\/

o Pop kultura 
o Ludi svet 
o Zanimljivosti 
° Tech 
o Auto 
° TV Program 
° Igrice

Odrziva buducnost
o Konferencije - ukljuci se

Pianeta
o Austrija

Zabava
° Zdravlje 
o Zena

o
Stil

Impressum

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/03/2020 4:42:56 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/03/2020 4:42:56 PM

>
Nainoviie vesti

• 22:18h DOBILI SMO POBEDNIKA! Zidanova BOMBA nailepsi pogodak u istoriji Lige sampiona! VIDEO
• 22:14h ALEKSANDAR VUCIC OTKRIO: Izbori ce biti ili 14. ili 21. iuna
• 22:12h ALIGATOR PROBODEN SA DYE STRELE: Aktivisti sa Floride traze ko je napao zivotinju i vezao je konopcem (FOTOI
• 22:03h MARKO MILJKOVIC RASKRINKAN: Isplivale fotke s nepoznatom devojkom! Bili zaiedno na Kopaoniku. Luna ce POBESNETI! (FOTO-)
• 22:00h HOROR U BECEJU: Isekao zenu macetom po glavi i rukama pa preminuo!
• 22:18h DOBILI SMO POBEDNIKAI Zidanova BOMBA nailepsi pogodak u istoriji Lige sampiona! VIDEO
• 22:14h ALEKSANDAR VUCIC OTKRIO: Izbori ce biti ili 14. ili 21. jurat
• 22:12h ALIGATOR PROBODEN SA DYE STRELE. Aktivisti sa Floride traze ko je napao zivotinju i vezao je konopcem (FOTO)
• 22:03h MARKO MILJKOVIC RASKRINKAN: Isplivale fotke s nepoznatom devojkom! Bili zaiedno na Kopaoniku. Luna ce POBESNETI! (FOTO)
• 22:00h HOROR U BECEJU: Isekao zenu macetom po glavi i rukama pa preminuo!
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Licni stav
01.05.2020. 22:04h
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Kada je veliki amerieki romanopisae Mark Tven goslovao u Londonu kao predavac 1897. godine, neko je pustio glas da je pisao ozbiijno boleslan. Tven je kasnije duo da 
su neke novine izvestile cak i daje umro, sto gaje naveio da odgovori na sebi svojstven nacin: ,,'v'esti o mojoj smrti su uveliko preteranc.*’

Ovakav odgovor pisca „Toma Sojera" i ,,Haklberija Fina", izrnedu oslalih veiikih dela, javio mi se u seeanju dok sam dilao komenlare nekoliko srpskih analiticara i 
politicara, ukljucujuci i ministre, da je kriza povodom kovida -19 premestila srediste geopolitickog uticaja iz zapadne Evrope i SAD u Peking ili Moskvu. Prijatelji, 
dozvolite mi da objavim da su vesti o kraju saradnje Srbije saZapadom uveliko preterane.

Vee vise od pola veka SAD daju najveci doprinos zdravstvenoj bezbednosti svela. Samo u poslednjih 20 godma dale su preko 140 milijardi dolara. Islo tako, dobar deo 
milijarde dolara pomoci koju smo dali Srhiji od 2001. godine naovamo usmeren je u razvoj vaseg zdravstvenog sistema. 1 danas, kada se i sami suocavamo sa teskom 
siluaeijom, amerieki narod salje pomoc Srbiji u vidu testova na koronu, zastitne opreme i drugih hitnih potrepstina. Drago mije sto vidim da Srbijavelikodusno i sa 
zrcloscu rcgionalnog lidcra koristi svojc osnazcno zdravstvo i privredu da pruzi ruku pomoci svojim susedima u ovoj krizi. SAD su beskrajno zahvalnc Vladi Srbije sto je 
nedavno pomogla ameriekim drzavljanima da se vrate kuci.

Kako sam vise puta naglasio tokom protcklog mcscca, sva mcdunarodna pomoc u borbi protiv pandcmijc jc dobrodosla i sada moramo zajcdno raditi da rcsimo problem. 
Jedino zajednickim snagaina mozemo savladati ovaj virus i donekle, nadam se, vratiti se prosperitetu i normalnom zivotu.

Kad smo vcc kod toga, najjaci utisak za mcnc ovih dana jc znacaj transparcntnosti i istinitih informacija U ncdclju jc Svctski dan slobodc mcdija - ideal na prilika da 
razmislimo kolika je vrednost novinarstva i slobodnog protoka informacija. S/AD su osnovane kao eksperiment demokraiije nasuprot tiraniji jednog neobuzdanog 
monarha. Zato nas ustav toliko stiti pravo na slobodu Stainpe. Verujemo da tamo gde je ugusena sloboda govora i sloboda medija cvetaju korupeija i tiranija.

I ova kriza sa koronom to dokazuje. Nije bilo slobodnih i oh’orenih informacija o sirenju virusa kada se on tek pojavio u Kini, sto je uveliko pogorsalo tragediju sa kojom 
se svet danas suocava. Kineske viasli su udutkivale medicinare koji su pokusavaii da zvone na uzbunu. Neki popul dr Li Venlijanga, koji je pokusao da na samom pocetku 
upozori javnost u Vuhanu, ucutkani su. Tragicno je sto je i on sam preminuo od virusa.

Vise Iransparentnosli, bolje informisanje javnosSi i obiadanje medunarodnoj zajednici za pomoc dim su se pojavili prvi slucajevi rnoglo je da spase bezbroj zivola i da 
omoauci brz slobalni odaovor bar mesec-dva ranije.
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Ova kriza nece unistiti ideale otvorenog, slobodnog i demokratskog drustva, kao vrednosti kojima su privrzene i Srbija i njeiii evropski susedi. Sada, vise nego ikad, 
moramo slediti trag svetlosti koju zrace sloboda, transparentnost i otvorenost kako ne bismo ponovili greske koje su dozvolile kovidu da uzme maha.

NE PROPUSTITE

AMERICKI AMBASADQR U BEQGRADU ENTQNI GQDFRI: Vlada Srbiie usvoiila striktne. ali veoma 
razumne mere protiv korone!

AMBASADQR ENTQNI GQDFRI Q RAZGQVQRU SA SRPSKIM ZVANICNICIMA: Zaiedno smo iaci. 
ispisacemo novo poglavlie priiatelistva

< >
JKliknite za sledecu vest

Entoui Godfiiambasador SADAmerikaSrbiiaautorski tekst
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