Honduran Government Announces 30 Percent Declme in Homicides e
Extortion crimes also decrease by 45 percent.’

TEGUCIGALPA (May 2) -- Homicides have declined 30  percent in Hondur,as, according to the
most recent governrnent data, announcéd last week by Pre51dent J uan Orlando Herné.ndez ‘

: Hemandez also gave an update on Operatlon Arpia 2, wh_e_relr_l 384 pn_soners 'were transferred a
from various penitentiaries to EI Pozo, which will house Honduras's most dangerous.prisoners_. )

Operation Arpia is the highest“ithpact operatlo'n uqdprtakén 1n Latm Amenca Earlxer th1s year
authefitiés transferred 755 détairiees who wb?é’mémbei's 0 tWo encmy cnmmal gangs, Mara .
Salvatrucha and Pandlifla’ 18" Y Opérations Arf)ia 1 4nd 2, one:thitd of the prison popﬂatm&m

at San Pedro SuIa has been relocated. ,
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efforts, especially those of judicial officials, the Natlonal Anti- Extortwn Fo‘rce and the ﬁen@al
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Inter-Agency Security Force (Fusma) - @55
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In 2016, Honduras's hémicide rate was'59 per 100,000 re51dents according to the Vlolence
Observatory at the National Autonomous University of Honduras.

"This means that Fusina was correct to prdpbse theséjf’éforms a.nc'l that Cong:r_ess dld whgt

needed to be done when it passed them,” said I-Ieméndez
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He added that Arpia 2 "{yas a successful an,d no*fewortihy Ipex;at’llon silowmg not onIy our’ ...-1"-»
political will but also the Honduraf Stite's néw capabilitieg " L
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Migration and Security
Hernéndez said that Central America, particularly Honduras, continues to be important to U.S.
interests. VI

"I want to share what, to me, is an important element of the United States’ 1mm1grat10n pohcy,
the subject of security; how the Trump Administration sees this subject; and ‘what Honduras and
the Central American and Mesoamerican region mean for the security of the Umted States," he
said.

He referred to a speech U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security John Kglly recently gave at George
Washington University. "He clearly identified there how the new U.S. Administration sees the
subject of security and immigration," said Herndndez.



Kelly said, "But it's not enough to tackle the problems here at home . . . Border security starts
1,500 miles to the south of the United States with incredible partners hxe Colombia, the Ceﬂtl'al
American countries, and Mexico." .

Kelly added, "A stable country needs a strong, accountable’ government that prorects its cmzens
upholds the rule of law, and expand., _CC?'{lQ‘mlC opportumty for all 1ts people Wlthout thls
countries fail, and theit people fige." = '

U.S. Priorities »
When, asked about the 30 percent decrease m U S ass:stance t0'¢5 jmt:rles in the Cential
Amencan Northern Tnangle Hemandez sald ‘If we rer'e _ 3;:,%"'- e, it mll be’ welcomed but

if not, there are thmgs tha‘ only we a., Honduruns a1e gomg ) m d\e pnonty o
: (T R e v

Herndndez stated that, in his mogt recent working trip to W..shm:ton, Us. Secretary of State .
Rex 'Illlerson conﬁrmed t}’at Pre51dent ’Irump had requestcd 430" pe:cent reducdon in aid for
Central American countries, which soie members ol Congress supporteo and others opposed
. S l:
In response to this extreme actlon Hemé.ndez sald "Thi.: isa very soverelgn d=c131on by the N
United States.” = e e x R

Support for Law Enforcement Should Continve ‘

Heméndez also stated that the establrsnmen o*“ a Tri-National Force -- from Honduras,
Guatemala, a.nd El Salvador = to ﬁght cnme was a Honduran initiative, before Presrdent Trump
was inaugurated.

He:'h(igllliéhtéd the advancements that Honduiras and the region have made in this area and what
that means for the United States, given that President Trump promised to combat criminal gangs.

Hernéndez said that law etiforcement operé‘ ioas should be executed jointiy’ with miutual =
assistance among all affected countnes m ludmg the Umted States "Umted we are stronge‘r and
more effective” he said’ T - ‘
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Honduran Presndent Announces Commnssnon to Rev:ew Cnmmal Justice Reforms for
Minors

oo T R L.
I I T B ST R

TEGUCIGALPA (May,12) -~ This week, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez
announced the, formanon oﬁa commnssmn that wlll elo‘ns} er rgforms to the country s crlmmal
justice systern - 1ncludmg whether fo lower the age at ‘which alleged offenders can be charged as

adults.

=t .
1oL

"I have given instructions to ther,set:ﬁe gepera_l of Internal Affairs, Dr. Jorge Ramon L
He;;nand,ez :)‘-\lcerro,,to, gathgrluqstgba,g sogm pg&sts who can brlng together “different sectors of '
society to review twq ,questhm he sid,, Do, we q'eat mxﬁ{)rs d'iﬁ'erently? even When they have
committed horrendous crimes, or do Wé treat thern like adults, as they 0 in other countrigs?"
LIV oo FodoaaiyrerizRw o g : .
The cormmss:on \yﬁll also explof!e«ho;y,)to ‘re,}trucm,re the country S pep]ﬂermary system in cl)rder to
remtegrate young oﬁfepders Intol,goplety, Aspar, og ;ha,t wogk the commission w111 conduct an
1n-depth review of Honduras's juvemle detention centers.
BRI T B i
"The entlre pemter;tlary system has bteco;n:e paralyzed and part of what is ot workmg is 1ts
treatment of minors," Hernéndez said.

oY, 1 o -
Hernandez lamented that criminal organlzatlons e;%p'lo,lt mlnors to comnnt crimes 'Icnowmg that
the Jaw does not allow them to be tried as adults. T};e ;esult is that youths -- frequently boys —
entér itito a [ife of crime before they reach adulthood. Adult criminals, meanwhlle av01d Justlce

"We shquld give mmprs opt:ons SO that they can be remtegrated into soc1ety and not, lost to us, e
hesal Yo L Do )

------- DL, ottt Lt s e -::;I.: Wi oy

Youths part;cnpate in almost 40 pereent of h1gh 1mpact crlmes 1n Hopduras

The commission wul seek mpot from human ngnts groups ch11dren s nghts groups, c1v11 socwty
organizations, and churches.

President Herndndez stated that-he does not have an exact-age in mind at which he beiieves
minors should be tried as adults. "The commission will delve deeply into this queqtlon and give
us the information to make that dcmsmn, he said.

L R

"But we cannot delay any longer. This goal of this initiative is to protect the lives of Honduran's_t'.'
i
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Honduran President Announces Commission to Review Criminal Justice Reforms for
Minors

TEGUCIGALPA (May 12) — This week, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez
announced the formation of a commission that will consider reforms to the country's criminal
justice system -- including whether to lower the age at which alleged offenders can be charged as
adults.

"I have given instructions to the secretary general of Internal Affairs, Dr. Jorge Ramén
Hernéndez Alcerro, to gather jurists and sociologists who can bring together different sectors of
society to review two questlons *he said. "Do we treat minors differently, even when they have
committed horrendous crimes, or do we treat them like adults, as they do in other countries?"

The commission will also explore how to restructure the country's pemtentlary system in order to
reintegrate young offenders into society. As part of that work, the commission will conduct an
in-depth review of Honduras's juvenile detention centers.

"The entire penitentiary system has become paralyzed, and part of what is not working is its
tieatment of minors," Herndndez said.

HernAndez lamented that crirainal organizatior.s expicit minors to commit crimes, knowing that
the law does not allow them to be tried as adults. The result is that youths -- frequently boys --
enter into a life of crime before they reach adulthood. Adult criminals, meanwhile, avoid justice.

"We should give mincrs options, so that they can be reintegrated into society and not lost to us,"
he sald

Youths participate in almost 40 percerit of high-impest crimes in Honduras.

The commission will seek input from hwnar righs g~ aps, chiidren's rights groups, Zivil sociéty
orgarizations, and churches.

Fresident Herndndez siatec that ke doss not have an exzct ags in mind at which he belisves
minors stiold be trieC as 2duits. "The comaission will delve dzeply into this question and give
us the infcrroation tc make tuat decisicn,” he sald.

"Bui /e canr:ot celay any lorzer. This goal of this iriiiztive is to protect the lives of Kondurans.”
i
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Honduras Creates New Ministry for Human Rights
The president reaffirmed his intent to see justice done in cases of murdered journalists.

TEGUCIGALPA (May 31) -- Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez has announced the
creation of a new Ministry for Human Rights, which will include responsibility for cases of
crimes against journalists.

The Honduran president announced t!fle decision during his speech at a Honduran Association of
Journalists ceremony bestowing the Alvaro Contreras Award (2017-2018) on journalist Blanca
Moreno, on the occasion of Honduras's Journalism Day.

The president supported the Association of Journalists' request that the authorities investigate
murders of media and communications professionals.

"To the members of the Executive Branch, the instruction is clear and direct; Bring to trial those
who must be tried to see justice done for Honduras and for journalists," Hernandez said.

He added, "The instrument we have built together with you and with other leaders who defend
and promote human rights not only in Honduras but in other parts of the world is beginning its
work.

"I recognize that we have te relaunch this, I recognize that there is a lot left to do. We have
asstumed our responsibility, and I take this opportunity to say that I have made the decision to
elevate the Office of the Undersecretary for everything involving human rights, to a new
Ministry, because this portfolis should be important, today, tomotrow and always," Herhiaridéez
said.

"I hope that you will join us ir. this effort,” said Hernandzz.
HHH

MEDIA CONTACT:
Yzel Welistein _
202)47:.4228 ext. 118
yael@keybridge.biz
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Honduras Creates New Ministry for Human Rights
The president reaffirmed his intent to see justice done in cases of murdered journalists.

TEGUCIGALPA (May 31) -- Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez has announced the
creation of a iew Ministry for Human Rights, which will include responsibility for cases of
crimes against journalists.

The Honduran president announced the decision during his speech at a Honduran Association of
Journalists ceremony bestowing the Alvaro Contreras Award (2017-2018) on journalist Blanca
Moreno, on the occasion of Honduras's Journalism Day.

The president supported the Association of Journalists' request that the authorities investigate
murders of media and communications professionals.

"To the members of the Executive Branch, the instruction is clear and direct: Bring to trial those
who must be tried to see justice done for Honduras and for journalists," Herndndez said.

He added, "The instrument we have built together with yot: and with other leaders who defend
and promote human rights not only in Honduras but in other parts of the world is beginning its
work.

"1 recognize that we have to relaunch this, I recognizz that there is a lot left to do. We have
assumed otir responsibility, and [ take this opr.criunity to say that I have made the decision to
elevate the Office of the Undersecretary for everyiing involving huraan rights, to a2 new
Ministry, because this portfolio should be important, ioday, tcmorrow and always," Hemiandez
said.

"I hope that you wiil join us ii: this ffort,” seid Herndnder.
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Honduran Government Announces 30 Percent Declme in Homicides
Extortion crimes also decrease by 45 percent.

TEGUCIGALPA (May 2) -- Homicides have declined 30 percent in Honduras, according to the
most recent government data, announced last week by President Juan Orlando Hernandez.

Hernandez also gave an update on Operation Arpia 2, wherein 384 prisoners were transferred
from various penitentiaries to El Pozo, which will house Honduras's most dangerous prisoners.

Operation Arpia is the highest-impact operation undertaken in Latin America. Earlier this year,
authorities transferred 755 detainees who were members of two enemy criminal gangs, Mara
Salvatrucha and Pandilla 18. Under Operations Arpia 1 and 2, one-third of the prison population
at San Pedro Sula has been relocated.

The operations also yielded a 45 percent reduction in extortion crimes, the seventh-most
common reason for incarceration in Honduras.

President Herndndez attributed the reduction in crime to reforms passed by Honduras's National
Congress last February, the prisoner transfer program, and the Government's law enforcement =
efforts, especially those of judicial officials, the National Anti-Extortion Force, and the Ngonal c:7

Inter-Agency Security Force (Fusina). % 9,
— g
In 2016, Honduras's homicide rate was 59 per 100,000 residents, according to the Violencd %22
Observatory at the National Autonomous University of Honduras. = = &
= ¢
"This means that Fusina was correct to propose these reforms, and that Congress did what® &
needed to be done when it passed them," said Herndndez. n %
h T @

He added that Arpia 2 "was a successful and noteworthy operation, showing not only our
- political will but also the Honduran State's new capabilities."

Migration and Security
Hernéndez said that Central America, particularly Honduras, continues to be important to U.S.
interests.

“] want to share what, to me, is an important element of the United States’ imimigration policy,
the subject of security; how the Trump Administration sees this subject; and what Honduras and
the Central American-and Mesoamerican region mean for the security of the United States," he
said.

He referred to a speech U.S. Secrétary of Homeland Sectrity John Kelly recently gave at George
Washington University. "He clearly identified there how the new U.S. Administration sees the
subject of security and immigration,” said Hernandez.



Kelly said, "But it's not enough to tackle the problems here at home . . . Border security starts
1,500 miles to the south of the United States with incredible partners lrke Colombia, the Central
American countries, and Mexico."

upholds the rule of law, and expands econofnic opportumty for all its people Wlthout thrs,
countrles fall a.nd thelr people flee.” L

UsS. Prioritie's

Amencan Northern F nangle Heméndez sald "If we recervg usrsiame it: wrll be. welcorned bu‘t‘
if not there are thmgs that only we as Hondurans are gomg xo make a. nnontv o i

Hernandez stated that, in his most recent working tiip to Washington U S aecretary of State
Rex Tillerson confirmed that Presrder-'t Trum,, had requested a 20:percent reduction in aid for -,
Central Atherican countries, which soie members of (‘rﬂg*ess supported and others opposed

In response tc thrs extreme actron Hernéndes sald ""This is 2 very sovereign decision by the .
Umted States T

T S
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Support for Law Enfordetent Shoild Citéinge =~ ) e
Heméndez also stated that the establishmer: of a Tri-National Force -- from Honduras
Guatemala, and El Salvador = 10 flght crrmF Nas.a Honduran initiative, before President Trump -
wasmaugurated ) L e S e et
He highlighted the advancements that Honduras and the reglon have made in this area and what -
that means tor the United States, given that I‘re°1denf 'l ‘rump prormsed to conbat cnmmal gangs..

Hernandez saJd that law enfcrcement operatlons should be executed Jomﬂ v, wrth rutual.

......

more effective," he sald

LT e g e . - AR L,
5 - AMDCE AP 3 . v
H .. . L - : : L T A ER AN L A T A . i
. e .. : e e SO AR I . .

MEDIA CONTACT:
Lauren Archambeauit
(202) 471-4228 ext, 113 ‘
lawenaCkeybndge blZ




U.S, State Department Commends Honduran Government for Reducing Crime and
Corruption Rates

TEGUCIGALPA (March 30) -- A report released this month by the U.S. Department of State
credits the Honduran government for reducing rates of homicide, kidnapping, and extortion in
the Central American country.

Between 2014 and 2015, the Honduran National Police reported a 48 percent decrease in
kidnappings.

"Over the past several years, the Honduran government has taken concrete steps to bolster its
security and justice system, while combatting organized crime and drug trafficking," said Christa
Castro, Minister Advisor for Strategy and Communications for the Governmerit of Honduras.

"The State Department report highlights the fruits of our labor — a safer country for all
Hondurans."

The Honduran government is steadfastly eliminating corruption among the Honduran National

Police force, according to the U.S. report. President Juan Orlando Hernandez's Police PurgQ., @
Commission, created last year, removed 1,946 police officers by December. The commissién =3
continues to vet its officers -- and is aiming to reach its goal of completing 14,000 personnecE, P
reviews by April. : =
The report also underscores the U.S. government's role in Honduran crime prevention and 4. B
community programs, highlighting 40 U.S.-supported outreach centers for at-risk yotith. 7:"'0 =
on =

"The United States plays a key role in assisting vuinerable people in Honduras," said Castro. ‘tn
"We look forward to continuing our work with the U.S. government to improve the capacity of
our justice systeth and ensure that civilians are protected.”

drug traff_i_c_kl_ng ﬁ'or_n all sides -- by stamping out corruption, strengthening security forces and
supporting at-1isk populations. "The results are visible," the report concludes. "Rates of
homicide, kidnapping, and extortion were down from 2015, and citizens' impressions of the HNP
are improving."

President Herr.dndez is simultaneously spearheading human rights reforms within the Honduran
Armed Fcices, according to a separate State Department report. Over 4,500 service members had
received huinan rights training as of August.

i

MEDIA CONTACT:
Yael Wollstein
(202) 471-4228 ext. 118
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U.S. State Department Commends Honduran Government for Reducing Crime and
Corruption Rates

TEGUCIGALPA (March 30) -- A report released this month by the U.S. Department of State
credits the Honduran government for reducing rates of homicide, kidnapping, and extortion in.
the Central American country.

Between 2014 and 2015, the Hondiran National Police reported a 48 percent decrease in
kidnappings.

"Over the past several years, the Honduran government has taken concrete steps to bolster its
security and justice system, while combatting organized crime and drug traffi ckmg, said Christa
Castro, Minister Advisor for Strategy and Communications for the Governmient of Honduras.
"The State Department report highlights the fruits of our labor -- a safer country for all
Hondurans."

The Honduran government is steadfastly eliminating corruption among the Honduran National
Police force, according to the U.S. report. President Juan Orlando Hernéndez's Police Purge
Commission, created last year, removed 1,946 police officers by December. The commission
continues to vet its officers -- and is aiming to reach its goal of coffipleting 14,000 personnel
reviews by April.

The reépoit also underscores the U.S. government's role in Honduran crime prevention and
community programs, highlighting 40 U.S.-supported outreach centers for at-risk youth.

N . - M
"The United States plays a key role in assisting vulnerable people in Honduras," said Castro. =
"We look forward to continuing our work with the U.S. government to improve the capacity 2
our justice:system and ensure that civilians are protected.”
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The State Department report details the efforts of the Honduran government to battle crime apd
drug trafficking from all sides -- by stamping out corruptlon strengthening security forces, and
supporting at-risk populations. "The results.are-visible,"” the report concludes. "Rates of
homicide, kidnapping, and extortion were down from 2015, and citizens' impressions of the RIP
are.improving." R

ok,

President Herndndez 1 is 51multaneously spearheadlng human nghts refonns withln the Honduran

received human rights training as of August
#i#
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Attachment #1

Below and following, please find a list of all informational materials issued by Keybridge
Communications LLC ("Keybridge") prior to registering with FARA on August 2, 2017, through
August 29, 2017, as well as two copies of each piece of informational material.

Due to a misundeérstanding of the FARA requirements, Kéybridge did not file copies of such
informatjonal materials within 48 hours with the Department of Justice and did not include the
- label required by Section 4(b) of the Foreign Agents Registration Act on the informational
materials listed below. '

Going forward, Keybridge will include the label reqiiired by Section 4(b) of the Act onall
informational materials and will file the informational materials within the 48-hour period.

Press Release Summary

Press Release: Honduran

Government Receives Praise http://www.prnewswire.com/news-

from U.S. State Department for releases/honduran-government-receives- =
Reducing Crimie and Mar 30, from-us-state-departrient-for-reducing-crimeSind- |
Corruption Rates 2017 corruption-rates-300432113.html] P
Press Release: Honduran hitp://www.prnewswire.com/news- — {\’n
Government Announces 30 May 02, releases/honduran-government-announces-3 &' g
Percent Decline in Homicides (2017 ' Ipercent-decline-in-homicides-300449349.htm] = E>
Press Release: Honduran o I
President Announces http.//www.prnewswire.com/news- n i
Commission to Review releases/honduran-president-announces- @ i
Criminal Justice Reforths for May 12,  commission-to-review-crimipal-justice-reforms- ®
Minors 2017 for-minors-300456619.1itml

Press Release: Hondiiras hitp://www.prnewswire.com/news-

Creates New Ministry for May 31, releases/honduras-creates-new-ministry-for-

Human Rights 2017 human-rights-300466021.html

Press Release: Honduran

Government Lands New IMF | hitp://Www.prnewswire.com/news-

Findings on Colintry's Jun 08, releases/honduran-government-lauds-new-imf-
Economy 2017 findings-on-countrys-economy-300470914.html

Press Release: Honduran

President Asks U.S. hitp://www.prnewswire.com/news-

Govemment to Extend releases/honduran-president-asks-us-government-
Temporary Protected Status for [Jun 14, to-extend-temporary-protected-status-for-centrai-
Central American Immigrants |2017 american-immigrants-300473679 . html.




Press Release: Honduras
Moves to Strengthen Integrity

Jun 14,

htrtp://www.p_rnewswire.c'o’m,_/news-
releases/honduras-moves-to-strengthen-integrity-

of Its Police Force §2017 of-its-police-force-300474312 html

Press Release: Honduran

Police Arrest Suspect in hitp://www.prnewswire.com/news-

Murder of Journalist Victor ~ 'Jun 16, releases/honduran-police-arrest-suspect-in-murder-
Flnez _ 12017 of-journalist-victor-funez-300475485 .html

Press Release: Honduras and : http://www.prnewswire.com/news-

Guatemala Launch Historic Jun 28, releases/honduras- and-guatemala—launch—hlstonc-
Customs Union 20 17 customs-union-300481087.html

Press Release: Honduran hitp://www.prnewswire.com/news-

Government Clears Over 25 releases/honduran-government-clears-over-25-
Percent of Backlogged Court Jun 30, percent-of-backlogged-court-cases-

Cases 2017 300482652.html

Press Release: Honduran hitp://www.prnewswire.com/news-

President Urges Central releases/honduran-president-urges-central-
American Neighbors to Join ~ Jul 03, american-neighbors-to-join-customs-union-
Customs Uniion 2017 300483133 .html e
Press Release: Honduras http.//www.pronewswire.com/news-

Improves Transparency on releases/honduras-improves-transparency-on-
Public-Private Infrastructure  Jul 06, public-private- mfragtructure -investments-
Investments 2017 300484172 .html

Press Release: Honduras Rises http.//www.prnewswire.com/news-

Five Places in Globa] Peace Jul 07, reIeases/honduras-risee-ﬁve-placesein—globa}-,-
Press Release: Honduran http Hwww., grnewswm: com/news-

Government Tells U.N.: We've releases/honduran-government-tells-un-weve-
Made Strong Progress on Jul 12, made-strong-progress-on-human-rights-

Human Rights 2017 300487337 .html

Press Release: Hondiran

Government Welcomes http:f/www.p_rncwswire.ck)m/news-

Investigation into Allegations releases/honduran-government-welcomess-

of Corruption with Dam Jul 17, investigation-into-allegations-of:corruption-with-
Project 12017 dam-project-300489037.html

Press Release: Honduran hitp://www prnewswire.com/news-

President Touts Nation's 1Jul 20, releases/honduran-president-touts-nations-
Improved S&P Credit Rating 2017 improved-sp-credit-rating-300491478.html

Press Release: Honduran http://www.prnewswire.com/hews-

President Urges National releases/honduran-president-urges-national-
Congress to Approve Tourism Jul 21, congress-to-approve-tourism-incentives-
Incentives 2017 1300492311 him!

Press Releaée HOnduran Nava.l J lll 28
2017

Forces Receive International

http: //www DPInEwWswire. comfnews-

releases/honduran-naval-forces-receive-
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Training to Combat Drug
Trafficking

internatiorial-training-to-combat-drug-trafficking-
30049623 7. html

Press Release: Honduran
Government Welcomes UN

Assistant Secretary-General for | Aug 01,

http://fwww.pImewswire.cony/news-
releases/honduran-government-welcomes-un-

assistant-secretary-general-for-human-rights-

Hiiman Righits 12017 300497564.html
Press Release: Honduras
Enacts New Laws to http://www.prnewswire.com/news-
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Honduran Government Lauds New IMF Findings on Country's Economy
International Monetary Fund calls Honduras's economic outlook "favorable"

TEGUCIGALPA (June 8) -- The Government of Honduras applauded the International
Monetary Fund for expressing optimism about the country's economy in a new statement of
preliminary findings following an 11-day visit to Hondurzas by Fund representatives,

An official statement from Roberto Garcia-Saltos, chief of the IMF delegation, said that he and
. his team were "encouraged by the continuing strengthening of the Honduran economy, including
- advances in the security situation."

President Juan Orlando Hernandez responded by reiterating his commitment to build a better
Honduras for all Hondurans.

"Honduras has come a long way under our administration. Today, we are beginning to see the
tangible results of our efforts, as the international community recognizes that Honduras is an
attractive country for domestic and foreign investment," Herndndez said.

"We are working hard to become one of the safest countries in the Americas,” said Hernandez.
"QOur achievements are supported by facts and statistics as measured by independent observers
like the IMF. That engenders trust among the Honduran people in their country, and among
foreign individuals who visit and invest here."

The IMF delegation found that the Honduran economy grew 3.6 percent in 2016 and projected
real GDP growth of 4 percent to 4.5 percent in the first quarter of 2017.

The IMF's findings are timely, as Honduran government officials will meet in Miami June 15-16
with U.S. Vice President Mixke Pence and other high-ranking U.S. and Mexican officials at the
Conference on Prosperity and Security in Central America. Investors from the Americas, Europe
and Asia, and the Inter-American Development Bank il also be in attendance to discuss
investment opportunities in Honduras and neighboring countries in the Northern Triangle.

"The IMF's recent visit reaffirms that we are on the right path," Hernandez said. "There is much
left to do, but evaluations like the IMF's confirm that the policies that our administration has
outlined are working."

HH

To read the International Monetary Fund's official recap of its recent mission to Honduras, plezse
visit: hittp://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2017/06/01/pr1 7203-imf-staff-concludes-visit-to-
honduras.

For more infcomation or to schedule an interview with Hendufan officials, please contact Yael
Wollstein at vael@keybridge. biz or +1-202-471-4228 ext. 118.



Honduran Government Lauds New IMF Findings on Country's Economy
International Monetary Fund calls Honduras's economic outlook "favorable"

TEGUCIGALPA (June 8) -- The Government of Honduras applauded the International
Monetary Fund for expressing optimism about the country's economy in a new statement of
preliminary findings following an 11-day visit to Honduras by Fund representatives.

An official statement from Roberto Garcia-Saltos, chief of the IMF delegation, said that he and

his team were “encouraged by the continuing strengthening of the Honduran economy, including
advances in the security situation."

President Juan Orlando Hernandez responded by reiterating his commitment to build a better
Honduras for all Hondurans.

"Honduras has come a long way under our administration. Today, we are beginning to see the
tangible results of our efforts, as the international community recognizes that Honduras is an
attractive country for domestic and foreign investment," Herniandez said.

"We are working hard to become one of the safest countries in the Americas," said Hernandez.
"Our achievements are supported by facts and statistics as measured by independent observers
like the IMF. That engenders trust among the Honduran people in their country, ard among
foreign individuals who visit and invest here.”

The IMF delegation found that the Honduran economy grew 3.6 percent in 2016 and projected
real GDP growth of 4 percent to 4.5 percent in the first quarter of 2017,

The IMF's findings are timely, as Honduran government officials will meet in Miami June 15-16
with U.S. Vice President Mike Pence and other high-ranking U.S. and Mexican officials at the
Confetence on Prosperity and Security in Central America. Investors from the Americas, Europe
and Asia, and the Inter-American Development Bank will also be in attendance to discuss
investment opportunities in Honduras and neighboring countries in the Northern Triangle.

"The IMF's recent visit reaffirms that we are on the right path,” Herndndez said. "There is much
left to do, but evaluations like the IMF's confirm that the policies that our administration has
outlined are working."
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To read the International Monetary Fund's official recap of its recent mission to Honduras, please
visit: hitp://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2017/06/01/pr1 7203 -imf-staff-concludes-visit-to-
honduras.

For more information or to schedule an interview with Honduran officials, please contact Yael
Wollstein at vael@keybridge.biz or +1-202-471-4228 ext. 118.




Honduran President Asks U.S. Government to Extend Temporary Protected Status for
Central American Immigrants
Officials will consider renewal at the Conference on Prosperity and Security in Central America

MIAMI (June 14, 2017) -- This week, at the Conference on Prosperity and Security in Central
America, Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez will meet with Vice President Mike
Pence, Secretary Rex Tillerson and Secretary John Kelly, to request an extension of Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for Hondurans in the United States.

TPS, originally established in 1998, currently allows 60,000 Hondurans to live, study, work and
travel legally in the United States. In 2016, Hondurans in this program sent approximately $4
billion back home in remittarices, making TPS a key component of the Honduran economy.

The current TPS extension expires on January 5. At the conference, hosted in Miami from Jurie
15-16, Hernéndez will present the case for renewal -- citing factors like poverty and climate
change.

Other government officials and civil leaders from Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico
and the United States are also expected to participate in these discussions.

“In the past 18 years, TPS Hondurans have integrated into American society, built businesses

them," said Herndndez.
Hi#
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Honduran President Asks U.S. Government to Extend Temporary Protected Status for
Central American Immigrants

Officials will consider renewal at the Conference on Prosperity and Security in Central America

MIAMI (June 14, 2017) -- This week, at the Conference on Prosperity and Security in Central
America, Honduran President Juan Orlanido Hern4dndez will meet with Vice President Mike
Pence, Secretary Rex Tillerson and Secretary John Kelly, to request an extension of Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for Hondurans in the United States.

TPS, originally established in 1998, currently allows 60,000 Hondurans to live, study, work and
travel legally in the United States. In 2016, Hondurans in this program sent approximately $4
billion back home in remittances, making TPS a key component of the Honduran economy.

The current TPS extension expires on January 5. At the conference, hosted in Miami from June

15-16, Hernandez will present the case for renewal - citing factors like poverty and climate
change.

Other government officials and civil leaders from Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico
and the United States are also expected to participate in these discussions.

"In the past 18 years, TPS Hondurans have integrated into American society, built businesses
and raised American children. We will continue our best efforts to achieve TPS renewal for
them," said Herndndez.
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Honduras Moves To Strengthen Integrity of Its Police Force

(Tegucigalpa, Honduras. June 14, 2017) The Republic of Honduras' National Police
Purification Commission will soon submit 25 names for Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hemandez to consider for police leadership positions.

The leadership revamp is part of recent government efforts to monitor for police integrity.
Efforts include identifying and firing corrupt individuals who have participated in crimes
like drug trafficking, illegal weapons sales, and murder. Overall, the National Police
Purification Commission is working to reorganize the police and only retain officers who
have demonstrated their commitment to anti-corruption policies.

To date, the commission has dismissed 4,004 police officers that did not meet the
requirements for police work in Honduras.

Hoping to inject new blood into the police force, the commission is considering both young
and well-seasoned candidates for leadership positions, all of whom have received high-
quality training and proven their integrity.

Omar Rivera, a commission member, stated that the primary challenge is finding police
leaders of the future who will champion the current institutional reforms. "We want to
enlist an efficient, legitimate and honest leadership,” he emphasized.

Commission members Vilma Morales, the former chief justice of the Supreme Court of
Justice, Omar Rivera, and Alberto Soldrzano, are leading the selection process along with
Security Secretary Julidn Pacheco. They are evaluating candidates from the first levels of
the sentor officer ranks.

The 25 potential candidates include thrée generals and 22 police commissioners. The most
important open positions are Director General, Deputy Director General, and Inspector
General of the Police.

Department of Security sources indicate that the commission is looking for candidates that
will lead the police force with a dynamic and innovative vision.

The National Police Purification Commission was formed in April of last year, under a
national emergency law to purge the police force. The commission's members were
appointed by the Exécutive Branch. Under a direct mandate from President Hernandez, the
commission is charged with détérmining suitability requiremients for police service,
judging the integrity and loyalty of Honduran police, and implementing mechanisms for
follow-up and oversight.
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Honduras Moves To Strengthen Integrity of Its Police Force

(Tegucigalpa, Honduras. June 14, 2017) The Republic of Honduras' National Police
Purification Commission will soon submit 25 names for Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hernandez to consider for police leadership positions.

The leadership revamp is part of recent government efforts to monitor for police integrity.
Efforts include identifying and firing corrupt individuals who have participated in crimes
like drug trafficking, illegal weapons sales, and murder. Overall, the National Police
Purification Commission is working to reorganize the police and only retain officers who
have demonstrated their commitment to anti-corruption policies.

Tc date, the commission has dismissed 4,004 police officers that did not meet the
requirements for police work in Hondiiras.

Hoping to inject new blood into the police force, the commission is censidering both young
and well-seasoned candidates for leadership positions, all of whom have received high-
quality training and proven their integrity.

Omar Rivera, 2 commission member, stated that the primary challenge is finding police
leaders of the future who will champion the ciyrent institutional reforms. "We want to
enlist an efficient, legitimate and honest leadership," hé emphasized.

Commission members Vilma Morales, the former chief justice of the Supreme Court of
Justice, Omar Rivera, and Alberto Solérzanc, are leading the selection process along with
Security Secretary Juliéni Pacheco. They are evaluating candidates from the first levels of
the senior officer ranks.

The 25 potential candidates include thiree generals and 22 police commissioners. The most
important open positions are Director Gereral, Deputy Director General, and Inspector
General of the Police.

Department of Security sources indicate that the comrhission is looking for candidates that
will lead the police force with a dynamic and innovative vision.

The National Police Purification Coramissicn was formed in April of last year, under a
naticnal emergency law to purge the police forze. The commission's members were
appoinied by the Executive Branch. Under a direct mandate from President Herndndez, the
commission is charged with determining suitability requirements for police service,
judging the integrity and loyalty of Honduran police, and implementing mechanisms for
follow-up axd oversight.
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Honduran Police Arrest Suspect in Murder of Journalist Victor Finez

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, June 16, 2017 -- Honduran authorities have arrested a.suspect in the
murder of journalist and congressional candidate Victor Finez.

Funez, running for Congress as a member of Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez's
National Party, was murdered in his home on June 15 in the port city of La Ceiba, Honduras.

Police arrested the suspect, Alvaro Euceda Craz, aka Edwin Reynieri Suazo, aka "el péjaro,” in
La Cieba's La Julia neighborhood after a stand-off that left two officers wounded. According to
intelligence units, Euceda is a known hitman and drug dealer in the area.

A quick response from Honduran specialized forces and evidence collected during the
investigation, helped authorities identify and capture the suspect. The two wounded officers were
immediately transferred to a treatment center.

During the investigation, police seized the following pieces of evidence from the suspect: two
firearms that will be tested for ballistics evidence to determine which one was used to kill Finez;
one mobile phone, and the green and black motorcycle ridden to and from the crime scene.

Authorities are still investigating whether or not Euceda was working with an accomplice. If so,
concrete steps will be taken to make a timely arrest.

The event has led the Honduran National Police to recommit to fostering security in their cotintry
by fighting common and organized crime.

#HE

Media Contact:
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202-471-4228 ext, 115



Honduran Police Arrest Suspect in Murder of Journalist Victor Finez

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, June 16, 2017 -- Honduran authorities have arrested a suspect in the
murder of journalist and congressional candidate Victor Finez.

Funez, running for Congress as a member of Honduran President Juan Orlando_ Hernandez's
National Party, was murdered in his home on June 15 in the port city of La Ceiba, Honduras.

Police arrested the suspect, Alvaro Euceda Criiz, aka Edwin Reynieri Suazo, aka "el pajaro,” in
La Cieba's La Julia neighborhood after a stand-off that left two officers wounded. According to
intelligence units, Euceda is a known hitman and drug dealer in the area.

A quick response from Honduran specialized forces and eévidence collected during the
investigation, helped authorities identify and capture the suspect. The two wounded officers were
immediately transferred to a treatment center.

During the investigation, police seized the following piece‘s of evidence from the suspect: two
firearms that will be tested for batlistics evidence to de_tennine which one was used to kill Fanez;
one mobile phone, and the green and black motorcycie ridden to and from the crime scene.

Authorities are still investigating whether or not Euceda was working with an accomplice. If so,
concrete steps will be taken to make a timely arrest.

The event has led the Hondiiran National Police to recommit to fostering security in their colintry
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Honduras and Guatemala Launch Historic Customs Union

TEGUCIGALPA (June 28) -- On Monday, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernidndez and
Guatemalan President Jimmy Morales launched a customs union predicted to boost both their
countries' economies by over one percerit. They kicked off the union at the Corinto border post
connecting their nations.

“We believe this union will bring a new chapter of economic growth and cooperation to our
region," said President Herndndez. "We are excited to open up avenues for trade, travel and
cultural exchange with our Guatemalan neighbors."

Under the new a_gn'eement, Guatemala and Honduras will allow 80 percent of exports and
travelers to cross their borders free:of charge. Ten access points along the border, built under
regulations agreed to by both nations, will facilitate easy passage.

The customis ui_ﬁo’n is expected to raise tax revenue by about $40 million a month, according to
the Economic Commission for Latin Amierica and the Caribbean.

Since Honduras and Guatemala comprise 42 percent of Central America's population and 46
percent of its GDP, the customs union will also attract investment and grow the entire regional
economy. :

Camilo Atala, president of the Latin Américan Business Council, praised the anion as the first
customs partnership on the continent. "The customs union will increase the flow of trade '
between both nations and set an example for Latin America," he stated. By fostering economic
growth, he-noted, the union "will create more and better jobs in both countries.”

"Central America has sought econoinic ity for over 50 years," said Hernéndez. "We believe
that this unprecedented agreement will allow us to make progress toward that goal.”
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Honduras and Guatemala Launch Historie Customs Union

TEGUCIGALPA (June 28) -- On Monday, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernindez and
Guatemalan President Jimmy Morales launched a customs union predicted to boost both their
countries’ economies by over one percent. They kicked off the union at the Corinto border post
connecting their nations.

"We believe this union will bring a new chapter of economic growth and cooperation to our
region," said President Hernandez. "We are excited to open up avenues for trade, travel and
cultural exchange with our Guatemalan neighbors.”

Under the new agreement, Guatemala and Honduras will allow 80 percent of exports and
travelers to cross their borders free of charge. Ten access points along the border; built under
regulations agreed to by both nations, will facilitate easy passage.

The customs union is expected to raise tax revenue by about $40 million a month, according to
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Since Honduras and Guatemala comprise 42 percent of Central America's population and 46
percent of its GDP, the ciistoms union will also attract investment and grow the entire regional
economy.

Camilo. Atala, president of the Latin American Business Council, praised the union as the first
customs partnership on the continent. "The customs union will increase the flow of trade
between both nations and set an example for Latin America," he stated. By fostering economic
growth, he noted, the union "will ¢reate more-and better jobs in both countries."

"Central America has sought economic unity for over 50 years," said Herndndez, "We believe
that this unprecedented agreement will allow us to make progress toward that goal."
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Honduran Government Clears Over 25 Percent of Backlogged Court Cases
48,668 of 180,000 pending cases have been closed, according to a judicial report

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (June 30) --This week, Honduran Chief Justice Rolando Argueta
announced that the country's entire justice system reduced its court backlog by 26.3%. The
Supreme Court presented these findings in its biannual report.

"We are proud of the strides we have made toward closing all of the country's pending cases,"
said Argueta. "We will continue moving forward in our efforts to make our justice system fair
for all Hondurans."

Court backlogs have historically plagued Honduras' justice system. The country's judicial branch
approved a plan to remedy the issue last year, and has achieved significant progress.

The Supreme Court's report analyzed data from courts throughout the country. According to its
figures, nearly 50,000 cases were resolved and eight trial courts now have no backlog at all.

Between August 2016 and April 2017 the courts resolved a total of 96,671 cases, which is
impressive considering it received about 100,037 new cases during that period.

"T'd like to congratulate the judicial branch on this enormous step toward justice and social
peace,” said Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernédndez. "We respect the separation of state
powers, but are also pleased to celebrate the progress the entire government has made toward a
new and better Honduras."
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Honduran Government Clears Over 25 Percent of Backlogged Court Cases
48,668 of 180,000 pending cases have been closed, according to a judicial report

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (June 30) --This week, Honduran Chief Justice Rolando Argueta
announced that the country's entire justice system reduced its court backlog by 26.3%. The
Supreme Court presented these findings in its biannual report.

"We are proud of the strides we have made toward closing all of the country's pending cases,”
said Argueta. "We will continue moving forward in our efforts to make our justice system fair
for all Hondurans."

Court backlogs have historically plagued Honduras' justice system. The country's judicial branch
approved a plan to remedy the issue last year, and has achieved significant progress.

The Supreme Court's report analyzed data from courts throughout the country. According to its
figures, nearly 50,000 cases were resolved and eight trial courts now have no backlog at all.

Between August 2016 and April 2017 the courts resolved a total of 96,671 cases, which is
impressive considering it received about 100,037 new cases during that period.

"I'd like to congratulate the judicial branch on this enormous step toward justice and social
peace,” said Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez. "We respect the separation of state
powers, but are also pleased to celebrate the progress the entire government has made toward a
new and better Honduras."
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Honduran President Urges Central American Neighbors to Join Customs Union

SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA (July 3) -- Last week, while attending the Central American
Intégration System (SICA) Summit in Costa Rica, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez
proposed expanding the Honduran-Guatemalan customs union to include other Central American
nations.

"Guatemala and Honduras would like to invite our neighbors to share in the growing market that
our countries are creating," said President Herndndez. "The customs union is a boon for the
economy, benefiting consumers, producers, and businesspeople alike.”

The 49th SICA Summit addressed trade, cooperation, and regional security. President Hernandez
met with Salvadoran President Salvador Sinchez Cerén at the summit, and then traveled to
Nicaragua to meet with President Daniel Ortega. Honduran officials hope that both El Salvador
and Nicaragua will soon begin proceedings to join the union.

Presidents of SICA's member countries, including Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Belize, and the Dominican Republic, appointed former
appointment of Honduran Vice Miiister for Foreign Trade Melvin Redondo as the secretary
general of the Central America Economic Integration System (SIECA), which oversees the
economic integration of SICA's member countries.

Redondo will help oversee all expansions of the Honduran-Guatemalan customs union. President
Hemaéndez hopes to work with the vice minister to establish a plan for expanding the union
within 45 days.

"If we unite Central America, our region will prosper together,” said Hernandez. "This summit
marks a new era for SICA, and an tinprecedented economic opportunity for its member
countries."
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Honduran President Urges Central American Neighbors to Join Customs Union

SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA (July 3) -- Last week, while attending the Central American
Integration System (SICA) Summit in Costa Rica, Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez
proposed expanding the Honduran-Guatemalan customs union to include other Central American
nations.

"Guatemala and Honduras would like to invite our neighbors to share in the growing market that
our countries are creating," said President Hernéndez. "The customs union is a boon for the
economy, benefiting consumers, producers, and businesspeople alike."

Thee 49th SICA Summit addressed trade, cooperation, and regional seciirity. President Hernandez
met with Salvadoran President Salvador Sanchez Cerén at the summit, and then traveled to
Nicaragua to meet with President Daniel Ortega. Honduran officials hope that both El Salvador
and Nicaragua will soon begin proceedings to join the union.

Presidents of SICA's member countries, including Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Belize, and the Dominican Republi¢, appointed former
Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo as secretary of SICA. The heads of state also supported the
appointment of Honduran Vice Minister for Foreign Trade Melvin Redondo as the secretary
general of the Central America Economic Integratior: Systermn (SIECA), which oversees the
economic integration of SICA's member countries.

Redondo will help oversee all expansions of the andumn-Guatemalan customs m_lion. President
Hernéndez hopes to work with the vice minister to establish a plan for expanding the tnion
within 45 days.

"If we unite Central America, our region will prosper together," said Hernandez. "This summit
mark’s a new era for SICA, and an urprecedented economic opportunity for its member
countries."
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Honduras Improves Transparency on Public-Private Infrastructure Investments

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (July 6) — Honduras has achieved an information disclosure rate
of 85.3 percent regarding its public-private partnerships (PPP) -- up from just 27 percent in 2014.
The finding comes from a report issued by Construction Sector Transparency Initiative (CoST)
Honduras, an effort to increase the nation's public infrastructure transparency.

The report also found that Honduras is currently investing $1.3 biliion in infrastructure projects
under PPPs.

"By engaging stakeholders from both the public and private sectors, our country can develop
infrastructure that will benefit Hondurans for generations to come," said President Juan Orlando
Hernéndez. "Substantial PPP investments will improve quality of life, increase commerce, and
facilitate transportation.”

Among the projects highlighted in the report are a bus terminal in the city of Danli, which will
serve over 200,000 people, and the Ceriro Civico Gubernamental, a building complex that will
include 40 government offices and save over half a million dollars each year in rent expenses.

Transparency efforts on such projects are achieving tangible resuits. Nearly 300 documents
regarding Honduran PPPs are now publically availalle, according to the CoST report.

"We've achieved unprecedented levels of infrastructure proj ect transparency,” said President
Hernéndez. "That's proof that the rigorous anticorruption policies I committed to when elected
are paying off. My government is delivering on its promises.”
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Honduras Improves Transparency on Public-Private Infrastructure Investments

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (July 6) --- Honduras has achieved an information disclosure rate
of 85.3 percent regarding its public-private partnerships (PPP) -- up from just 27 percent in 2014.
The finding comes ffom a report issued by Construction Sector Transparency Initiative (CoST)
Honduras, an effort to increase the nation's public infrastructure transparency.

The report also found that Honduras is currently investing $1.3 billion in infrastructure projects
under PPPs.

"By engaging stakeholders from both the public and private sectors, our country can develop
infrastructure that will benefit Hondurans for generations to come," said President Juan Orlando
Hernindez. "Substantial PPP investments will irprove quality of life, increase commerce, and
facilitate transportation.”

Among the projects highlighted in the report are a bus terminal in the city of Danli, which will
serve over 200,000 people, and the Centro Civico Gubernamental, a building complex that will
include 40 government offices and save over half a million dollars each year in rent expenses.

Transparency efforts on such projects are achieving tangible results. Nearly 300 documents
regarding Honduran PPPs are now publically available, according to the CoST report.

"We've:achieved unprecedented levels of infrastructure project transparency," said President
Hernandez. "That's proof that the rigqrous anticorruption policies ] committed to when elected
are paying off. My government is delivering on its promises."
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Honduras Rises Five Places in Global Peace Index

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (July 7) -- Honduras has improved its national safety more than
any Caribbean or Central American country, according to the Global Peace Index (GPI), recently
release by the Institute for Economics and Peace. Honduras rose five places in the 163 country
index.

"Honduras is working hard to defend the rights and safety of its citizens by confronting
transnational crime and delinquency in all its forms," stated Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hemandez. "According to the GPI, Honduras is no longer among the world's most violent
countries. Achieving this has not been easy, but we are proud of our accomplishments and
committed to further advancing our national wellbeing."

Released annually, the GPI analyzes 23 indicators of peace including domestic security, scope of
internal conflicts, and degree of militarization. The index reports that Honduras has "benefitted
from government efforts to combat crime," and notes that the country is becoming more peacefui
"thanks to improvements in political violence, strong anti-corruption policies, financial
cotitributions to UN peacekeeping missions, and impact of terrorism [indicators]."

The GPI also credits Honduras with confronting regional security challenges through the

The new ranking follows a wave of successful anticorruption efforts in Honduras. Between 2011
and 2015, Honduras' homicide rate dropped 30 percent. And between January and June, the
country experienced a historic reduction in homicides compared to the same period last year.

Overall, the global state of peace and safety rose this year, according to the GPI report.

Syria held iis spot as the most dangerous country in the world, while Iceland remained the most
peaceful.

"The fact that Honduras is showing improvement in a highly professional and independent report
is noteworthy" said President Herndndez. "Through diligence and hard work we have reduced
violent crime, removed corrupt officials, and promoted peace throughout the country. We are
delivering tangible results to our people.”
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Honduras Rises Five Places in Global Peace Index

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (July 7) -- Honduras has improved its national safety more than
any Caribbean or Central American country, according to the Global Peace Index (GPI), recently
release by the Institute for Economics and Peace. Honduras rose five places in the 163 country
index.

"Honduras is working hard to defend the rights and safety of its citizens by confronting
transnational crime and delinquency in all its forms," stated Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hernandez. "According to the GPI, Honduras is no longer among the world's most violent
countries. Achieving this has not been easy, but we are proud of our accomplishments and
committed to further advancing our national wellbeing."

Released annually, the GPI analyzes 23 indicators of peace including domestic security, scope of
internal conflicts, and degree of militarization. The index reports that Honduras has "benefitted
from government efforts to combat crime,” and notes that the country is becoming more peaceful
"thanks to improvements in political violence, strong anti-corruption policies, financial
contributions to UN peacekeeping missions, and impact of terrorism [indicators]."

The GPI also credits Honduras with confronting regional security challenges through the
Alliance for Prosperity, a plan to stem U.S. migration from the Northérn Triangle.

The new ranking follows a wave of successful anticorruption efforts in Honduras. Between 2011

country experienced a historic reduction in homicides compared to the same period last year.
Overall, the global state of peace and safety rose this year, according to the GPI report.

. Syria held its spot as the most dangerous couniry in the world, while Iceland remained the most
peacefil.

"The fact that Honduras is showing improvement in a highly professiona! and independent report
is noteworthy" said President Herndndez. "Through diligence and hard work we have reduced
violent crime, removed cofrupt officiale, and promoted peace throughout the country. We are
delivering tangible results to our people.”
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Honduran Government Tells U.N.: We've Made Strong Progress on Human Rights

TEGUCIGALPA (July 12) - The government of Honduras has successfully completed its
second periodic report to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights. In his testimony, Rolando Argueta Perez, President of the Supreme Court of Justice of
Honduras, shared the concrete steps that the Central American nation has taken to protect human
rights within its borders.

"We are pleased that the U.N. Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner has recognized
our tireless efforts to addréss corruption and impunity in Honduras," said Ricardo Cardona,
minister of the presidency of Honduras. "This official testimony provides a strong rebuke to the
misinformation that several non-governmental organizations have disseminated about the state of
human rights in our nation."

Chief Justice Argueta delivered his report before a panel of 18 human rights experts in Geneva,
Switzerland, on July 5. He detailed Honduras's progress regarding human rights, security, the
fight against organize crime and corruption, and the treatment of vulnerable sectors of society.

The government currently has eight suspects in custody, including two criminal organizers, for
the 2016 murder of well-known Honduran environmental activist Berta Caceres, and has issued
an executive order to provide her family with official protection from special security forces.

In addition, President Juan Orlando Herndndez decided to elevate the current office of the
undersecretary for Human Rights to a national cabinet department. He also has enacted the Law
on the Protection of Hiithan Rights Defenders, Journalists, Media Professionals and Judicial
Officers, which provides government protection to activists and journalists who request it.

Honduras has also made strides tackling crime and corruption. The nation’s homicide rate
plummeted 30 percent between 2011 and 2015, and a national purge of the police force has been
underway since April 2016.

Honduras is committed to issuing accurate.and transparent information on its human rights
progress, its fight against organized crime, and on the Berta Céceres case.

"We recognize that we have work to do, but we are steadfastly committed to improving the
respect for and protection of human rights in Honduras," said Cardona. "The U.N. has
recognized the progress that we have made. It's time for the rest of the international community
to take notice.”
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TEGUCIGALPA (July 12) -- The government of Honduras has successfully completed its
second periodic report to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights. In his testimony, Rolando Argueta Perez, President of the Supreme Court of Justice of
Honduras, shared the concrete steps that the Central American nation has taken to protect human
rights within its borders.

"We are pleased that the UN. Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner has recognized
our tireless efforts to address corruption and impunity in Honduras," said Ricardo Cardona,
minister of the presidency of Honduras. "This official testimony provides a strong rebuke to the
misinformation that several non-governmental organizations have disseminated about the state of
human rights in our nation."

Chief Justice Argueta delivered his report before a panel of 18 human rights experts in Geneva,
Switzerland, on July 5. He detailed Honduras's progress regarding human rights, security, the
fight against organize crime and corruption, and the treatment of vulnerable sectors of society.

The government currently has eight suspects in custody, including two criminal organizers, for
the 2016 murder of well-known Honduran environmental activist Berta Caceres, and has issued
an executive order to provide her family with official protection from special security forces.

In addition, President Juan Orlando Hemndndez decided to elevate the current office of the
undersecretary for Human Rights to a national cabinet department. He also has enacted the Law
on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists, Media Professionals and Judicial
Officers, which provides government protection to activists and journalists who request it

Honduras has also made strides tackling crime and corruption. The nation's homicide rate
plummeted 30 percent between 2011 and 2015, and a national purge of the police force has been
underway since April 2016.

progress its ﬁght against organized crime, and on the Berta Céceres case.

"We recognize that we have work to do, but we are steadfastly committed to improving the
respect for and protection of human rights in Honduras," said Cardona. "The U.N. has

recognized the progress that e have made. It's time for the rest of the international community
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Honduran Government Welcomes Investigation into Allegations of Corruption with Dam
Project

TEGUCIGALPA (July 17) - Today, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez announced
that he welcomes an investigation into allegations of corruption in the awarding of contracts and
concession agreements for the Agua Zarca energy project in western Honduras.

Renowned environmental activist Berta Caceres made these allegations before her untimely
death last year. The Mission to Support the Fight Against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
(MACCIH), an independent group created by the Organization of American States, will conduct
the investigation, in conjunction with the Honduran Attorney General's Special Office for Ethnic
and Cultural Heritage.

"My administration is committed to rooting out corruption in Honduras, and this investigation
will help us fulfill that commitment,” said President Hernandez. "No one is above the law in our
nation, and wé will aggressively prosecute any crimes unearthed by the investigation."

The MACCIH has indicated that it will examine the way in which the contract for Agua Zarca
project was awarded to Desarrollos Energetics SA (DESA). Two of the eight suspects the
Honduran government has detained as part of the investigation in to Berta Caceres's murder have
been linked to DESA.

The Mission will also be looking for any irregularities in environmental licenses and studies
regarding property titling. In addition, the investigation will explore how the environmental
licenses were granted. Dario Roberto Cardona Valle, the former deputy minister of the Secretary
of Natural Resources and Environment, has already been detained for acts related to granting a
license without properly informing and consulting indigenous peoples in the area.

"Honduras asked the Organization of American States to create the MACCIH, and it's been
operating with the full support of our government since the beginning of last year," said
President Hernandez. "If the MACCIH uncovers any evidence of wrongdoing, we will work to
bring those responsible to justice.”
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TEGUCIGALPA (July 17) -- Today, Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez announced
that he welcomes an investigation into allegations of corruption in the awarding of contracts and
concession agreements for the Agua Zarca energy project in western Honduras.

Renowned environmental activist Berta Caceres made these allegations before her untimely
death last year. The Mission to Support the Fight Against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
(MACCIH), an independent group created by the Organization of American States, will conduct
the investigation, in conjunction with the Honduran Attorney General's Special Office for Ethnic
and Cultural Heritage.

"My administration is committed to rooting out corruption in Honduras, and this investigation
will help us fulfill that commitment,” said President Hernandez. "No one is above the law in our
nation, and we will aggressively prosecute any crimes unearthed by the investigation.”

The MACCIH has indicated that it will examine the way in which the contract for Agua Zarca
project was awarded to Desarrollos Energetics SA (DESA). Two of the eight suspects the
Honduran government has detained as part of the investigation in to Berta Céceres's murder have
been linked to DESA.

The Mission will also be looking for any irregularities in environmental licenses and studies
regarding property titling. In addition, the investigation will explore how the environmental
licenses were granted. Dario Roberto Cardona Valle, the former deputy minister of the Secretary

license without properly informing and consulting indigenous peoples in the area.

"Honduras asked the Organization of American States to create the MACCIH, and it's been
operating with the full support of our government since the beginning of last year," said
President Herndndez. "If the MACCIH uncovers any evidence of wrongdoing, we will work to
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Hondiran President Touts Nation's Improved S&P Credit Rating

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (July 20} -- Yesterday, at a joint press conference with Honduran
Minister of Finance Wilfredo Cerrato, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez highlighted
that Standard & Poor’s raised Honduras' credit rating from B+ to BB-, and changed the country's
outlook from stable to positive.

Hernandez congratulated his economic cabinet and the Honduran people, noting that the new
rating is "the result of hard work and discipline.”

According to S&P, Honduras can "expect broad continuity in economic policies and contained
debt increases following national elections in November 2017."'

Standard & Poor’s provides national credit ratirigs on the basis of lonig-terfh econothic outlook..
Thie jump from B to BB indicates Honduras' lower vulnerability to nonpayment.?

Hernandez stated that the new rating is "the highest in Honduras' history,” and puts Honduras
"on par with Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic.”

The president also stressed that this financial upgrade is a direct result of his administration' s

addressmg cnme and poverty

For his part, Cerrato.expressed confidence in the nation's economic future. He commended the
government for its responsible economic strategy, and for keeping the nation's finances in order.

The S&P, which examined Honduras' economic outlook last June, also noted that the nation's:
agricultural, manufacturing, commerce, and tourism growth is poised to keep the nation's GDP
growth at 3.6 percent in 2017.

"The future looks bright for the Honduran economy," concluded Hernéndez. |
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Honduran President Touts Nation's Improved S&P Credit Rating

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras (July 20) -- Yesterday, at a joint press conference with Honduran
Minister-of Finance Wilfredo Cerrato, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hermmandez highlighted
that Standard & Poor's raised Honduras' credit rating from B+ to BB-, and changed the country's
outlook from stable to positive.

Hermnandez congratulated his economi¢ cabinet and the Honduran people, noting that the fiew
rating is "the result of hard work and discipline."

According to S&P, Honduras can "expect broad continuity in economic policies and contained
debt increases following national elections in November 2017."!

Standard & Poor's provides national credit ratings on the basis of long-term economic outlook.
The jump from B to BB indicates Honduras' lower vulnerability to nonpayment.

Hernédndez stated that the new rating is "the highest in Honduras' history," and puts Honduras
"on par with Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic.”

The president also stressed that this financial upgrade 1s a direct result of his administration's
fiscal policies, reasserting his government's commitment to keeping the economy on track while
addressing crime and poverty.

For his part, Cerrato expressed confidence in the nation's economic future. He comimended the
government for its responsible economic strategy, and for keeping the nation's finances in order.

The S&P, which examined Honduras' economic outlook last June, also noted that the nation's
agricultural, manufacturing, commerce, and tourism growth is poised to keep the nation's GDP
growth at 3.6 percent in 2017.

"The future looks bright for the Honduran economy," concluded Hernandez.
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Honduran President Urges National Congress to Approve Tourism Incentives

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras -- (July 21) This week, President Juan Orlando Herndndez urged
the National Congress of Honduras to approve the Tourism Incentives Act. The legislation would
help create 250,000 jobs by 2019 as part of Honduras' 20/20 growth plan.

"Honduras is becoming a highly desirable destination for tourists," said Herndndez. "This new
legislation would provide $165 million U_SD in tourism incentives over 18 years -- an investment
set tO generate about a quarter billion dollars for Honduras."

Honduran Tourism Institute Director Emilio Silvestri recently met with Hernandez, National
Congress Speaker Mauricio Oliva, and tourism sector representatives to discuss the legislation at
the Legislative Palace in Tegucigalpa.

The act includes tax incentives for the tourism industry, financial support for land and air travel
to Honduras, and funds to increase and improve lodging options in the nation over the next 10 to
15 years.

The Honduran tourism industry is poised to take off. The number of stayover visitors to the
country has jumped 4 percent since 2015, and international tourism spending is on the rise.
Compared to 2015, 14.7 percent more passengers arrived to the country via cruise ship last year.

Oliva has assured members of the national tourism industry that "Congress will not fail them.”
"We are goin‘g to proceed with the responsibility and commitment this country needs," he said.

"Honduras has enormous growth potential,” Hernandez stated. "This legislation will be a tiurning
point for Honduran tourism."
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Honduran President Urges National Congress to Approve Tourism Incentives

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras -- (July 21) This week, President Juan Orlando Hernandez urged
the National Congress of Honduras to approve the Tourism Incentives Act. The legislation would
help create 250,000 jobs by 2019 as part of Honduras' 20/20 growth plan.

"Honduras is becoming a highly desirable destination for tourists," said Hernandez. "This new
legislation would provide $165 r_nilIion USD in tourism incentives over 18 years -- an investment
set to generate about a quarter billion dollars for Honduras."

Honduran Tourism Institute Director Emilio Silvestri recently met with Hernédndez, National
Congress Speaker Mauricio Oliva, and tourism sector representatives to discuss the legislation at
the Legislative Palace in Tegucigalpa.

The act includes tax incentives for the tourism industry, financial support for land and air travel
to Honduras, and funds to increase and improve lodging options in the nation over the next 10 to
15 years.

The Honduran tourism industry is poised to take off. The number of stayover visitors to the
country has jumped 4 percent since 2015, and international tourism spending is on the rise.
Compared to 2015, 14.7 percent more passengers arrived to the country via cruise ship last year.

"We dre going to proceed with the responsibility and commitment this country needs," he said.

"Honduras has enormous growth potential,” Hernandez stated. "This legislation will be a turning
point for Honduran tourism."
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Honduran Naval Forces Receive International Training to Combat Drug Trafficking

TEGUCIGALPA (July 28) -- More than 250 members of the Honduran Navy (FEN) just
completed a rigorous training program led by military instructors from the United States,
Colombia, and Chile at the Naval Training Center in Trujillo Bay, Honduras.

"Honduras has made a steadfast commitment to stamp out organized crime and drug trafficking,”
said Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernéndez. "Our naval forces, who work hard to keep our
borders secure, will help us fulfill that commitment.”

Most of the cocaine that passes through Honduras enters by sea, according to the U.S. Defense
Departinent's latest International Narcotics Control Strategy Report.

The training in Trujillo Bay focused on "operational readiness,” according to Captain Héctor
Manuel Tercero Lépez of the Honduran Navy, He expects the trainees to share their new
knowledge with their home units.

A well-trained navy is a key component of the Honduran government's strategy for fighting
crime. Between 2013, the year FEN was established, and 2016, Honduras's miurder rate dropped
by more than 30 percent.

The Trujillo Bay traifiing isn't the first time that FEN has worked with navies from other
countries. In 2013, members of the U.S. Naval Special Warfare Task Element Alpha spent six
months in Honduras teaching FEN some of the most cutting-edge military techniques.

"Honduras is committed to ensuring peace and protecting human rights," said Herndndez. "We
are accomplishing these goals by giving our armed forces the tools they need not just to fight
crime but to eliminate it."
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TEGUCIGALPA (July 28) -- More than 250 members of the Honduran Navy (FEN) just
completed a rigorous training program led by military instructors from the United States,
Colombia, and Chile at the Naval Training Center in Trujillo Bay, Honduras.

"Honduras has made a steadfast commitment to stamp out organized crime and drug trafficking,”
said Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez. "Qur naval forces, who work hard to keep our
borders secure, will help us fulfill that commitment.”

Most of the cocaine that passes through Honduras enters by sea, according to the U.S. Defense
Department's latest International Narcotics Control Strategy Report.

The training in Trujillo Bay focused on "operational readiness,” according to Captain Héctor
Manuel Tercero Lépez of the Honduran Navy. He expects the trainees to share their new
knowledge with their home units.

A viell-trained navy is a key component of the Honduran government's strategy for fighting
crime. Between 2013, the year FEN was established, and 2016, Honduras's murder rate dropped
by more than 30 percent.

The Trujillo Bay training isn't the first time that FEN has worked with navies from other

months in Honduras teachirig FEN some of the most cutting-edge military techniques.

"Honduras is committed to ensuring peace and protecting human rights," said Hemandez. "We
are accomplishing these goals by giving our armed forces the tools they need not just to fight
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Honduran Government Welcomes UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights

TEGUCIGALPA and GENEVA -- (August 1) Honduran state officials and civil society
representatives shared their country’s progress on human rights with United Nations Assistant
Secretary-General for Human Rights Andrew Gilmour during his three-day visit to Tegucigalpa
last week.

"Honduras is making tindeniable strides in the human rights realm," said President Juan Orlando
Hernéndez. "My administration will continue to fight for the security of all Hondurans."

Gilmour cited the Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
(MACCIH) as vital to the nation's human rights efforts.

"We are glad that the direct link between corruption and human rights abuses is increasingly
recognized," Gilmour noted in the United Nations Hiiman Rights Office of the High
Commissioner's ofﬁcial‘ press release on the visit.

The Hernandez administration founded the MACCIH in January 2016 with the support of the
Organization of American States. The Mission aims to reduce corruptlon, maximize public
accountability, and strengthen the integrity of public institutions in Honduras.

In its account of the Assistant Secretary-General's visit to Honduras, the OHCHR said, "Gilmour
welcomed the strengthened cooperation between the newly-established UN Human Rights Office
in Tegicigalpa and state institutions," and reasserted the UN's role in helping the Honduran
government guarantee human rights.

During Gilmour's visit, the governiment zlso highlighted President Heméndez's decision to
promote the Vice-Ministry for Human Rights to a cabinet-level position and institute the
National Protection Mechanism for Human Rights Defenders. Gilmour praised these moves in
the OHCHR's press reiease, noting that human rights defenders "are doing a tremendous service
for the long-term future of Honduras."

"This administration valiies the safety and well-being of its citizens above all else," said
President Hernandez. "Wz are pleased that the United Nations is recognizing our efforts, and will
always welcome the UN's expert counsel.”
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TEGUCIGALPA and GENEVA -- (August 1) Honduran state officials and civil society
representatives shared their country’s progress on human rights with United Nations Assistant
Secretary-General for Human Rights Andrew Gilmour during his three-day visit to Tegucigalpa
last week.

"Honduras is making undeniable strides in the human rights realm," said President Juan Orlando
Hernandez. "My administration will continue to fight for the security of all Hondurans.”

Gilmour cited the Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
(MACCIH) as vital to the nation's human rights efforts.

"We are glad that the direct link between corruption and human rights abuses is increasingly
recognized,” Gilmour noted in the United Nations Human Rights Office of the High
Commissioner's official press release on the visit.

The Hernandez administration founded the MACCIH in January 2016 with the support of the
Organization of American States. The Mission aims to reduce corruption, maximize public
accountability, and strengthen the integrity of public institutions in Honduras.

In its account of the Assistant Secretary-General's visit to Honduras, the OHCHR said, "Gilmour
welcomed the strengthened cooperation between the newly-established UN Human Riglits Office
in Tegucigalpa and state institutions,” and reasserted the UN's role in helping the Honduran
government guarantee human rights.

During Gilmour’s visit, the government also highlighted President Hernandez's decision to
National Protection Mechanism for Human Rights Defenders. Gilmour praised these moves in
the OHCHR's press release, noting that human rights defenders "are doing a tremendous service
for the long-term future of Honduras."

"This administration values the safety and well-being of its citizens above all else,” said
President Hernandez. "We are pleased that the United Nations is recognizing our efforts, and will
always welcome the UN's expert counsel.”

HH

Media Contact:

Yael Wollstein
yael@keybridge.biz
202-471-4228 ext, 118



Honduras Enacts New Laws to Strengthen Civilian Oversight of Police

TEGUCIGALPA -- (August 3) The Honduran National Congress has approved several portions
of the new Law on Police Careers, a major step forward in the government's efforts to reform the

National Police.

"This law will help restore public faith in the National Police," said President Juan Orlando
Hernandez. "1 applaud Congress for empowering the public to hold the police in their
communities to the highest standards of conduct.”

The Law on Police Careers installs greater citizen oversight over police conduct-and clarifies that
the National Police is a civilian institution, not a branch of the military. It also eliminates lifetime
appointments and prohibits officers with disciplinary issues or those who fail background checks

from being promoted.

The new law is a supplement to the Organic Law on the National Police, which was revised
earlier this year.

The Law on Police Careers is the latest in a long-term drive by the Herndndez administration to
reform and improve the National Police. Last year, President Hernandez began a wide-ranging
purge of corrupt individuals from the police force by establishing the Special Commission for the
Purging and Transformation of the National Police. This past January, he announced that the
Commission would continue its work through the end of this year.
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Honduras Enacts New Laws to Strengthen Civilian Oversight of Police

TEGUCIGALPA -- (August 3) The Honduran National Congress has approved several portions
of the new Law on Police Careers, a major step forward in the government's efforts to reform the
National Police.

"This law will help restore public faith in the National Police," said President Juan Orlando
Heméndez. "I applaud Congress for empowering the public to hold the police in their
" communities to the highest standards of conduct.”

The Law on Police Careers installs greater citizen oversight over police conduct and clarifies that
the National Police is a civilian institution, not a branch of the military. It also eliminates lifetime
appointments and prohibits officers with disciplinary issues or those who fail background checks
from being promoted.

The new law is a supplement to the Organic Law on the National Police, which was revised
earlier this year.

The Law on Police Careers is the latest in a long-term drive by the Hernsndez administration to
reform and improve the National Police. Last year, President Hernandez began a wide-ranging
purge-of corrupt individuals from the police force by establishing the Special Commission for the
Purging and Transformation of the National Police. This past January, he announced that the
Commiission would continue its work through the end of this year.

"Ensuring the safety and well-being of the Honduran people remains my primary goal," said
President Herndndez. "Qur efforts to end corruption within the ranks of our National Police are
working -- and are making our nation safer and more prosperous.”
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Honduras Partners with Central American Neighbors, U.S. to Fight Gang Violence

TEGUCIGALPA (August 4) -- The Honduran government is tackling violence and going after
gang leaders with renewed vigor following a meeting last week with top law enforcement
officials from the United States, EI Salvador, and Guatemala.

Honduran Prosecutor General Oscar Fernando Chinchilla, U.S. Attorney Genera) Jeff Sessions,
E! Salvadorian Prosecutor General Douglas Arquimedes Meléndez Ruiz, and Guatemalan
Prosecutor General Thelma Esperanza Aldana convened in El Salvador to discuss how to better
battle organized crime in the three Central American countries, collectively known as the
Northern Triangle.

Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez celebrated the gathering as a step toward quashing

the "illegal, disruptive, and violent gang networks in the Northern Triangle.” "In the fight against
organized crime," he said, "Northern Triangle countries can accomplish a lot more together than

alone."

One topic of particular focus was Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-13, a multinational street gang that
has committed heinous crimes in both Central America and the United States.

"Attorney General Sessions praised Prosecutor General Oscar Chinchilla for his efforts in the
fight against MS-13, such as Operation Avalancha," U.S. Chargé d'Affaires in Honduras Heide
Fulton tweeted.

Under the leadership of the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Transparency and Fighting
Corruption and the Technical Criminal Investigation Agency (ATIC), Honduras has made
significant progress suppressing gang violence.

In February 2016, ATIC arrested several MS-13 gang leaders and seized over 1,500 MS-13
assets - including 43 residences, 61 land plots, 17 businesses, and over 1,400 vehicles. In
October 2016, the Honduran government searched over 60 properties in San Pedro Sula, an MS-
13 hotspot. Last month, the government weakened the gang's financial arm by arresting a

‘The meeting attendees also.discussed strengthening extradition relationships between their
countries. Honduras has surrendered 15 Honduran nationals to be tried in the United States and is
planning to send three more.

"When it comes to addressing violence, Honduras is setting an example for its Northern Triangle
neighbors,” President Hernandez stated. “We must continue to work with the United States to
tackle gang vioience. That is only way to defeat an enemy that does not respect national
borders." '
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Honduras Partners with Central American Neighbors, U.S. to Fight Gang Viclence . -

TEGUCIGALPA (August 4) -- The Honduran government is tackling violence. and | gomg after |
gang leaders with renewed vigor following a meeting last week with top la\y enfprcement .
officials from the United States, E] Salvador, and Guatemala. vt

Honduran Prosecutor General Oscar Fernando Chinchilla, U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions,
El Salvadorian Proseciutor General Douglas Arquimedes Meléndez Ruiz, and Guatemalan
Prosecutor General Thelma Esperanza Aldana convened in El Salvador to discuss how to better
battle organized crime in the three Central American countries, collectively known as the
Northern Triangle.

Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez celebrated the gathering as a step toward quashing

the "illegal, disruptive, and violent gang networks in the Northern Triangle." "In the fight against
organized crime," he said, "Northern Triangle countries can accomplish a lot more together than

alone."

One topic of particular focus was Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-13, a multinational street gang that
has committed heinous crimes in both Central America and the United States.

"Attorney General Sessions praised Prosecutor General Oscar Chinchilla for his efforts in the
fight against MS-13, such as Operation Avalancha," U.S. Chargé d'Affaires in Honduras Heide
Fulton tweeted.

Under the leadership of the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Transparency and Fighiting
Corruption and the Technical Criminal Investigation Agency (ATIC), Honduras has made
significant progress suppressing gang violence.

In February 2016, ATIC arrested several MS-13 gang leaders and seized over 1,500 MS-13
assets -- including 43 residences, 61 land plots, 17 businesses, and over 1,400 vehicles. In
October 2016, the Honduran government searched over 60 properties in San Pedro Sula, an MS-
13 hotspot. Last month, the government weakened the gang's financial arm by arresting a
notorious MS-13 drug trafficker and money launderer.

The meeting attendees also discussed strengthening extradition relationships between their
countries. Honduras has surrendered 15 Hondiran nationals to be tried in the United States and is
planning to send three rore.

"When it comes to addressing violence, Honduras is setting an example for its Northern Triangle
neighbors," President Herndndez stated. "We must continue to work with the United States to
tackle gang violence. That is only way to defeat an enemy that does not respect national
borders."
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Honduras Celebrates Lower Crime Rates, Vows to Keep Fighting
TEGUCIGALPA (August 7) -- Last week, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hcmandez .
announced that Honduras is on track to cut its 2011 homicide rate nearly i in, half by December '

"This is a momentous achievement for Honduras," said President Herndndez. "The government's
actions to combat violence and arrest criminals have saved lives. But our work is not done.”

Hernéndez stressed that Honduras must continue its efforts to reduce violence in the country. He

vowed to curb domestic violence, construct new prisons, and arrest corrupt former public
officials.

President Hernandez said that he intends to fight gang violence by developing community spaces
and expanding economic opportunity for young people.

One initiative that's already been launched is Vida Mejor, or A Better Life. The program works
with the Inter-American Development Bank to provide cash transfers, housing assistance, and
family counseling to poor Honduran families. Since its inception in 2015, Vida Mejor has
reached 2 million Hondirans.

In addition, President Hernéndez stressed the importance of education, saying, "Parents must
work closely with teachers and community leaders to bring principles and values back to
schools.”

The president also pushed for other refo'rms to enhance pub]ic safety, including the construction

trafficking. statlons before he took office.

The Heméndez administration has transferred dangerous prisoners from San Pedro Sula to
maximum-security prisons El Pozo 1 and 2, with the goal of stopping prison breaks and isolating
prisoners from their criminal networks. The government is also building E1 Pozo 3 and 4 in some
of the remotest areas of the country.

"My administration's efforts have made Honduras a much safer place," Herndndez said. "But we
will not rest until all Honduran families feel secure in their homes."
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Honduras Celebrates Lower Crime Rates, Vows to Keep Fighting

TEGUCIGALPA (August 7) -- Last week, Honduran President Juan Orlando Heméndez
announced that Honduras is on track to cut its 2011 homicide rate nearly in half by December.

"This is a momentous achievement for Honduras," said President Herndndez. "The government's
actions to combat violence and arrest criminals have saved lives. But our work is not done.”

Hernandez stressed that Honduras must continue its efforts to reduce violence in the country. He

vowed to curb domestic violence, construct new prisons, and arrest corrupt former public
officials.

President Hernéndez said that he intends to fight gang violence by developing community spaces
and expanding economic opportunity for young peopie.

Oue initiative that's already been launched is Vida Mejor, or A Better Life. The program works
with the Inter-American Developmeat Bank to provice cash transfers, housing assistance, and
family counseling to poor Honduran families. Since its inception in 2015, Vida Mejor has
reached 2 million Hondurans.

In addition, President Herndndez stressed the importance of education, saying, "Parents must
work closely with teachers and community leaders to bring principles and values back to
schools."

The president also pushed for other reforms to enhance public safety., including the construction
of new prisons. He noted that Honduran prisons were essentially crime planning centers and drug
trafficking stations before he took office.

The Herndndez administration has transferred dangerous prisoners from San Pedro Sula to
maximum-security prisons El Pozo 1 and 2, with the goal of stopping prison breaks and isolating
prisoners from their criminal networks. The government is also building El Pozo 3 and 4 in some
of the remotest areas of the country.

"My administration's efforts have made Honduras a much safer place,” Hernandez said. "But we
will not rest vintil all Honduran families feel secure in their homes.”
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Honduran President Lauds Nation's Law and Order Gains

TEGUCIGALPA (August 9) -- Today, Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez praised his
cotntry's performance in the newly released 2017 Gallup Global Law and Order Index.
Honduras gained eight points in this year's index -- and tied with Chile as the highest-ranking
country in Latin America.

"My adrhinistration has worked diligertly to stem viclence within our borders," said President
Hemindez. "Today's report verifies what Hondurans already know -- that our nation is a safe
place in which to live, work, and conduct business."

This year's Global Law and Order Index is based on 136,000 interviews conducted in 2016
across 135 countries. It surveys people on how safe they feel "walking alone at night" in their
respective cities, how much confidense they place in the local police force, and whether they
have been mugged, robbed, or assaulted within the past year.

Henduras received a score of 72 out of 127, Notably, the level of confidence Hondurans have in
their loca! police force jumped from Z% percent in 2915 to 50 percent in 2016.

The Hernandez administration has waged a multifaceted campaign to reduce violence and
corruption in Honduras. It has created the OAS-backed Mission to Support the Fight against
Corruption and Impunity in Honduras, or MACCIH; purged the police force of corrupt officers;
given civilians greater oversight of the police; and arrested dangerous gang leaders.

"This is a proud day for Honduras," stated President Hernandez, "We are glad that an
organization as well-respected as Gallup has recognized our hard-won progress.”
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Honduran President Lauds Nation's Law and Order Gains

TEGUCIGALPA (August 9) -- Today, Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez praised his
country's performance in the newly released 2017 Gallup Global Law and Order Index.
Honduras gained eight points in this year's index -- and tied with Chile as the highest-ranking
country in Latin America.

"My administration has worked diligently to stem violence within our borders," said President
Heméndez. "Today's report verifies what Hondurans already know -- that our nation is a safe
place in which to live, work, and conduct business."

This year's Global Law and Order Index is based on 136,000 interviews conducted in 2016
across 135 countries. It surveys people on how safe they feel "walking alone at night" in their
respective cities, how much confidence they place in the local police force, and whether they
have been mugged, robbed, or assaulted within the past year.

Honduras réceived a score of 72 out of 100. Notably, the level of confidence Hondurans have in
their local police force jumped from 29 percent in 2015 to 50 percent in 2016.

The Herndndez administration has waged a multifaceted campaign to reduce violence and
corruption in Honduras. It has created the OAS-backed Mission to Support the Fight against
Corruption and Impunity in Honduras, or MACCIH; purged the police force of corrupt officers;
given civilians greater oversight of the police; and arrested dangerous gang leaders.

“This is a proud day for Honduras," stated President Hernandez, "We are glad that an
organization as weli-respected as Gallip has recognized our hard-won progress.”
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Honduras to Champion Transparency in Construction at Regional Meeting Next Month

TEGUCIGALPA (August 11) -- Next month, the Honduran government will host a meeting of
the Construction Sector Transparency Initiative, or CoST, an international organization dedicated
to maximizing the value of public works projects via data reporting and project monitoring. The
gathering will take place September 4-5 in Tegucigalpa.

"President Juan Orlando Herndndez has spent years fighting to make the construction sector
more transparent,” Honduran Infrastructure Minister Roberto Pineda said. "This meeting wili
showcase the tremendous progress our administration has made."

The meeting will include fellow CoST members Panama, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and
Guatemala, Each country's CoST program consists of representatives of public, private, and civil
society organizations that work with the national government and CoST headquarters in London
to collect data, conduct oversight of public works projects, and ensure that taxpayer dollars are
used wisely.

September's meeting will focus on the System for Information and Follow-up on Public Works
and Supervision Contracts, or SISOCS, a program co-managed by CoST Honduras and the
Honduran General Directorate of Highways. SISOCS is a model for other CoST members of
how to provide government support for construction data disclosures. In the last three years, the
program has successfully overseen construction projects valued at over $60 billion.

Since CoST Honduras was founded in 2015, the share of projects reporting their costs has more
than tripled, from 27 percent to 84 péercent. In 2016, on the recommendation of CoST Honduras,
the government founded the Honduran Roadways Fund Auditing Committee to increase
financial disclosure for transportation projects.

CoST Honduras also closely monitors the Honduran governiment's commitments to disclose

.....

"CoST has helped Honduras responsibly manage government funds and develop high-quality
public infrastructure,” President Hernindez said. "This meeting will reaffirm our pledge to be
transparent with our citizens about how we're investing government resources."
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Honduras to Champion Transparency in Construction at Regional Meeting Next Month

TEGUCIGALPA (August 11) —- Next month, the Honduran government will host a meeting of
the Construction Sector Transparency Initiative, or CoST, an international organization dedicated
to maximizing the value of public works projects via data reporting and project monitoring. The
gathering will take place September 4-5 in Tegucigalpa.

"President Juan Oriando Hernandez hes spent years fighting to make the construction sector
more transparent,” Honduran Infrastructure Minister Roberto Pineda said. "This meeting will
showcase the tremendous progress our administration has made."

The meeting will include fellow CoST members Panama, Costa Rica, El Salvador, and
Guatemala. Each country's CoST program consists of representatives of public, private, and civil
scciety organizations that work with the national government and CoST headquarters in London
to collect data, conduct oversight of public works projects, and ensure that taxpayer dollars are
used wisely.

September's meeting will focus on the System for Information and Follow-up on Public Works
and Supervision Contracts, or SISQCS, a program co-managed by CoST Honduras and the
Honduran General Directorate of Highways. SISOCS is a model for other CoST members of
how to provide government support for construction data disclosures. In the last three years, the
program has successfully overseen construction projects valued at over $60 billion.

Since CoST Honduras was founded in 2015, the share of projects reporting their costs has more
than tripled, from 27 percent to 84 percent. In 2016, on the recommendation of CoST Hondiiras,
the government founded the Honduran Roadways Fund Auditing Committee to increase
financial disclosure for transportation projects.

CoST Honduras also closely monitors the Honduran government's commitmenis to disclose
spending in the energy, telecommunications, and housing sectors.

public infrastructure," President Hernandez said. "This meeting will reaffirm our pledge to be
transparent with our citizens about how we're investing government resources.”
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Honduran President Hernidndez Lauds Country’s Progress on Criminal Justice

ZAMBRANO, HONDURAS (August 17) -- Last week, in a speech to the incoming class- of
agents for the country's Office of the General Prosecutor, Honduran President Juan Orlando
Herréndez applauded the Office for its efforts fighting corruption.

"In the last few years, the Office of the General Prosecutor has achieved what was previously
thought impossible,” Herndndez said. "It has brought peace and security to Honduras."

In the 2017 Gallup Global Law and Crder Index, Honduras's score surged eight points; the
country tied with Chile as the highest-ranking in Latin America. The annuaI index examines
public perceptions of safety and police integrity.

~ [

Additionally, Honduras rose five places in this year's edition of the Institute for Economicsand ‘-S)-._)
Peace's Global Peace Index. The Index anatyzes 163 countries on their "level of societal sa ™
ard security; the extent of ongoing domestic and international conflict; and the degree of -T‘ -5
militarization," = YEE;},
The president also highlighted the Cffice of the Gereral Prosecutor's contributions to Hondu?is s
30 percent reduction in the homicide rate. R o

7 S
The new class of agents is backed by the International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs S

Section of the U.S. Embassy in Honduras, or INL. INL was created in 2061 as a partnership

between the U.S. Department of State and the Honduran government to fight drug trafficking and
enforce the law in Honduras.

President Herndndez thanked the aspiring agents for their service and commitment to Honduras.
“"We wili always suppert you," he said.
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Honduran President Herndndez Lauds Country's Progress on Criminal Justice

ZAMBRANO, HONDURAS (August 17) -- Last week, in a speech to the incoming class of
agents for the country's Office of the General Prosecutor, Honduran President Juan Orlando
Hernindez applauded the Office for its efforts fighting corruption.

"In the last few years, the Office of the General Prosecutor has achieved what was previously
thought impossible," Hernandez said. "It has brought peace and security to Honduras."

In the 2017 Gallup Global Law and Order Index, Honduras's score surged eight points; the
country tied with Chile as the highest-ranking in Latin America. The annual index examines
public perceptions of safety and police integrity.

Additionally, Honduras rose five places in this year's edition of the Institute for Economics and
Peace's Global Peace Index. The Index analyzes 163 countries on their "level of societal safety
ard security; the extent of ongoing demestic and international conflict; and the degree of
railitarization.”

The president also highlighted the Office of the General Prosecutor's contributicns to Honduras's
30 percent reduction in the homicide rate.

The new class of agents is backed by the International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs
Sectica of the U.S. Embassy in Honduras, or INL. INL was created in 2001 as a partnership
Jetween the U.S. Departitient of State and the Honduran government to fight drug trafficking and
enforce the law in Honduras.

President Herndndez thanked the aspiring agents for their service and commitment to Honduras.
"We will always suppor: you,” ke said.
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Honduras Hosts Technology Camp for Youth in Response to Skills Gap

TEGUCIGALPA (August 21) -- HONDUCAMP.TECH, Honduras's largest-ever technology
camp for youth, will take place August 25-28 in the San José de Carmen Institute's Sports Arena
in Tegucigalpa. The camp is co-run by the Honduran Institute of Science, Technology and
Innovation, or IHCIET], and the Honduran government.

"Honduras is eager to join the world's technology leaders,” Presidesit Juan Oflando Herhindez
said. "HONDUCAMP.TECH will train Honduran youth to confront the world's most pressing
challenges with modern technological resources.”

At the three-day, overnight camp, 20,000 of Honduiras's brightest young minds will attend
workshops in robotics, computer programming, hardware design, and technology
entrepreneurship led by international tech leaders.

HONDUCAMP.TECH is a direct response by the Hernandez administration to the region's
education skills gap. Nearly three in four Latin American youth lack the education necessary to
find quality jobs. Over 20 million children in Latin America are at risk of dropping out of school
each year. HONDUCAMP.TECH aims to bolster the regien's labor force by introducing young
people to careers in technology.

"HONDUCAMP.TECH is one of many actions this adiinistration is taking to equip its young
citizens to find gainful employment and to compete economically on an international level,."
Honduran Secretary of Science and Technology Ramén Espinoza said.
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Honduras Hosts Technology Cém‘p for Youith in Response to Skills Gap

TEGUCIGALPA (August 21) -- HONDUCAMP.TECH, Honduras's largest-ever technology
camp for youth, will take place August 25-28 in the San José de Carmen Institute’s Sports Arena
in Tegucigalpa. The camp is co-run by the Honduran Institute of Science, Technology and
Innovation, or IHCIETI, and the Honduran government. h

"Honduras is eager to join the woild's technology leadeis,” President Juan Orlanido Herhdndez
said. "HONDUCAMP.TECH will train Honduran youth to confront the world's most pressing
challenges with modern technological resources."

At the three-day, overight camp, 20,000 of Honduras's bri ghtest young minds will attend
workshops in robotics, computer programming, hardware design, and technology
entrepreneurship led by international tech leaders.

HONDUCAMP.TECH is a direct response by the Hernandez administration to the region's
education skills gap. Nearly three in four Latin American youth lack the education necessary to
find quality jobs. Over 20 million children in Latin America are a4t risk of dropping out of school
each year. HONDUCAMP.TECH aims to bolster the region's labor force by introducing young
people to careers in technology. '

"HONDUCAMP.TECH is ofie of many actions this administration is taking to equip its young
citizens to find gainful employment and to compete economically on an international level,”
Honduran Secretary of Science and Technology Ramén Espinoza said.
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Honduras Holds Festival for LGBTI Rights

TEGUCIGALPA (August 24) -- Honduras recently hosted the Diversity in the Arts and Culture
Festival in Tegucigalpa's Parque Central Amphitheater. The festival aimed to showcase talent
from the country's Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Bisexual and Intersexual community, and to encourage
the public to safeguard LGBTI rights.

"I am extremely grateful for the artists and organizers who made this event a success,” said
President Juan Orlando Herndndez. "Your stories, poems, plays, and dances are an integral part
of Honduras's cultural identity."

In May, the presiderit announced the creation of the Ministry for Hurnan Rights as part of a
larger effort to.defénd and promote hitman rights in Honduras, as well as boost government
protections for vulnerable groups, including LGBTI activists. In its efforts to secure human
rights for its citizens, Honduras is working with the U.S. Agency for International Development,
the European Union, and Freedom House.

The festival featured live performanceés from LGBTI artists, as well as information on hiiman
rights and sexual health.

Attendees included LGBTI rights organizations, members of the diplomatic community,
representatives from international aid organizations, human rights advocates, and Honduran
government officials. The Embassy of Chile helped sponsor the event.

"This festival served as an important reminder that our human rights work is not done until every
single Honduran citizen feels safe and respected," Hernandez said.
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Hondaras Holds Festival for LGBTI Rights

TEGUCIGALPA (August 24) -- Honduras recently hosted the Diversity in the Arts and Culture
Festival in Tegucigalpa's Parque Central Amphitheater. The festival aimed to showcase talent
from thie country's Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Bisexual and Intersexual community, and to encourage
the public to safeguard LGBTI rights.

"] am extremely grateful for the artists and organizers who made this event a success," said
President Juan Orlando Hernéndez. "Your stories, poems, plays, and dances are an integral part
of Honduiras's cultural identity."

In May, the president announced the creation of the Ministry for Human Rights as part of a
larger effort to defend and promote human rights in Honduras, as well as boost govemment
protections for vulnerable groups, including LGBTI activists. In its efforts to secure human
rights for its citizens, Hondiiras is working with the U.S. Agency for Inteérnational Development,
the European Union, and Freedom House.

The festival featured live performances from LGBTI artists, as well as information on human
rights and sexual health.

Attendees included LGBTI rights organizations, members of the-diplomatic community,

government officials. The Embassy of Chile helped sponsor the event.

"This festival served as an important reminder that our human rights work is not done until every
single Honduran citizen feels safe and respected,” Herndndez said.
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Honduras Peace Forum Marks Natioiial Progress in Crime Prevention

TEGUCIGALPA — (August 29) Last week, Honduras welcomed officials from the Institute for

Economics and Peace (IEP) to the Honduras Peace Forim in Tegucigalpa.

"Honduras is moving in the right direction," said IEP Mexico Coordinator Patricia de Obeso.
"Having a cabinet that invests in [crime] prevention is a good indication that the country is
inaking progress."

In the last three years alone, the homicide rate in Honduras dropped 30 percent.

Obeso commended Honduras for reducing terrorism and internal conflict, and for creating safe
spaces for citizens. Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez has launched an initiative to
build secuire, peaceful parks for citizens.

"We recognize Honduras' advances in security over the last few years," said IEP Director
Micheile Breslauer.

The Hemandez administration tecently strengthened civilian oversight of the national police, and
reyamped its Navy's drug trafficking unit.

Thanks to such initiatives, Honduras rose five places in the IEP's Global Peace Index, which
rariks 163 countries on 23 indicators of peace. Honduras improved its national safety more than
any Caribbean or Central Ainerican country in the index.

"Receiving such high praise from an institute that once dubbed this country the most violent in

fighting to protect all Honduran citizens."
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Honduras Peace Forum Marks National Progress in Crime Prevention

TEGUCIGALPA — (Aﬁg_ust 29) Last week, Honduras welcomed officials from the Institute for
Economics and Peace (IEP) to the Honduras Peace Forum in Tegucigalpa.

"Honduras is moving in the right direction,” said IEP Mexico Cootdinator Patricia de Obeso.
"Having a cabinet that invests in [crime] prevention is a good indication that the country is
making progress."

In the last three years-alone, the homicide rate in Honduras dropped 30 percent.

Obeso commended Honduras for reducing terrorism and internal conflict, and for creating safe
spaces for ¢itizens. Honduran President Juan Orlando Herndndez has launched an initiative to
build secure, peaceful parks for citizens.

"We recognize Honduras' advances in security over the last few years," said 1EP Director
Michelle Breslauer.

The Hernandez administration recently strengthened civilian oversight of the national police, and
revamped its Navy's drug trafficking unit.

Thanks to such initiatives, Honduiras rose five places in the IEP's Global Peace Index, which
ranks 163 countries on 23 indicators of peace. Honduras improved its national safety more than
any Caribbean or Central American country in the index.

"Receiving such high praise from an institute that once dubbed this country the most violent in
the world is extremely significant," said President Herndndez. "My administration will keep
fighting to protect all Honduran citizens."
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