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I thought you might be interested in the latest developments regarding the Dominican Republic. »

This material is distributed by Ballard Partrers on behalf of the Government of the Pominican Republic. Additional '

information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Dominican Republic Sees Increased Tourism Investment

¢ The Global Golf Tourism Organization names the Dominican Republic as-the #1 golf destmat:on in Latin
America and the Caribbean for the fourth time.

» U.S. News features Santo Domingo as an affordable retirement destination. Its rich history accompanied by its
vibrant city life, low cost of living, and scenic setting make it the perfect place for retirees.to enjoy their later
years.

Dbitps://giobenewswire. com/news-release/2018/10/26/1 63R023/0/en/Dominican-Republic-Reigns-as-1-Colf-Destination-in-Latin- America-and-the-

Caribbean.htmi
https://www forbes com/sites/carriecoolidge/201 8/11/14/exclusive-piaya-grande-golf-and-beach-club-to-open-in-the-dominican-
republic/#778¢05fb39b8

h_ups.//\\)\\\v caribjournal com/2018/10/28/dominican-republic-resort-project/#
hitps://money.usnews.com/mongy/blogs/on-tetirement/articles/2018-10-3 | /santo-domingo-an-affordable-caribbean-city -for-retirement

Strengthening Enforcement for Drug Crimes
o The Dominican Republic’s government hosted a two-day conference wnh the Inter-American Dnu" Control
Commission and Organization of American States to increase efforts on protecting the rights ofchlldlen
atfected by drug crimes and to develop therapeutic justice programs as an alternative to.incarceration.
h_up.//wxmv.[hestkinvsnc\jiispbserver‘com/inlernauonal/dominican-republig-wgrkshops-consider—strcngthcning-d_mgecouns/

https://outlook.office365.com/owasprojection.aspx
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¢ Lhe Dominican Kepublic €armarks $1.22 mithion 1or construction of tour major ring roads to connect the cities
of Santo Dommgo Azua, San Franc1sco de Macoris, and Bam

for-2019/

Dominican Republic Economy Sees New Growth
e The Dominican Republic’s.economy grew by 6.9% between January and September-of this year.

The areas of the economy with the highest growth were free zones, constructlon and trade.

Third quarter reports show unemployment is down to 5.5%.

After a mission to the Dominican Republic, the IMF raised its expected economic growth for 2018 to 6.5%.

The IMF stated that the exchange rate is where it should be, commended the achievement on the electronic

platform for the foreign exchange market, praised the modification of the Recapitalization Law, made note of

the country’s macroeconomic strength and its positive performance and supervision of its financial institutions.

e The Governor of the Central Bank of the Dominican Republic, Héctor Valdez Albizu, attributes the country’s
economic growth te private investment and consumption.

o Héctor Valdez Albizu noted several positive economic trends of the country in a presentation at the 52nd
Annual Assembly of FELABAN, including: 734,544 new jobs since 2012, a 3.3% drop in unemployment since
2014, a drop in monetary poverty from 39.7% in 2012 to 25.5% in 2017, and an extreme poverty drop from
9.9% in 2012 t0 3.8% in 2017.

hiips://www pienglish.com/index. php?o=rn&id=33135& SEQ=dominican-economy-grows-6_9-percent-from-january-to-september

hiips://acento com.do/201 8/cconomia/8626440-mision-fmi-concluye-visita-republica-dominicana-mensaje-positive-afirma-banco-central/

hups:/facento.com.do/201 &/economia/§624190-valdez-alhizu-destaca-aporte-del-sector-privado-al-crecimiento-economicg-republica-dominicany/

Dominican Republic Makes Commitment to Conservation
e The Dominican Republic supported the Paris Agreement at the latest session of the UN General Assembly.
o It is increasing investment in renewable energy sources as part of a global initiative to reduce GHG emissions
by 25% by 2030.
e [ts government is teachmg env1ronmemally friendly practices in schools planting trees, and seekmg to improve
resilience of the environment in the country.

http://sdg iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/leaders-at-unga-73-debate-urge-accelerated-climaje-getion=securit:
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