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* Australia congratulatcd President-clect Solih, and congratulated the Maldives on hlgh voter turnout, and a
peaceful day of polling.

¢ The EU delegation in the Maldives congratulated President-elect Solih and praised the country on its peaceful
conduct on polling day.

» Azerbaijani President Aliyev congratulated President-elect Solih on his victory in the presidential election,
stating, “T congratulate you on your election as President of the Rep‘ublic of Maldives. I hope that with our joint
efforts relations between our countrles will continue to develop in the spirit of fnendshnp and cooperatlon
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The Maldives Enhances Bilateral Relations with U.S. & Europe

 U.S. acting Principal Deputy Assistant Sccrctaxy of State, for South and Central Asian Affairs, Alice Wells,
visited the Maldives where she spoke about enhancing bilateral cooperation.

o The U.S. State Department, stated, “Wells will reiterate the strong U.S. commitment to our partnerships with Sn
Lanka and Maldives and our shared interests in a prosperous and open Indo-Pa¢ific region”. '

e U.S. Secretary of State Pompeo stated that the United States is eager to expand bilateral relations with the
Maldives.

¢ The EU has expressed an interest in strengthenirig bllateral ties with the Maldives in judicial reform, ensurmg
human rights, rule of law, anti-corruption strategies, and climate change.

¢ The UK has discusscd strengthening relations with the Maldives, and wants to help ensure a smooth transition to’

a new governmenlt, to help increase democracy, and strengthen human rights in the Maldives.
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The Maldives Works to Increase Quality of Life for Citizens

» The Maldives Environment Ministry is working to develop 32 clean dnnkmg water facilities across the islands, to
provide clean and drinkable water for its citizens.

» President-elect Solil vows to end wage discrimination, to create a minimum wage, and to train 30,000 young
people to work in the tourism industry.

¢ A new housing plan will reclaim lagoons near Malé to provide about 82,000 flats and plots of land to build 1,000~
square-foot homes for all homeless adult Maldmans, which will help allewate overpopulation in the city, and help
combat the housing shortage. -

' A Maldives hospital hit a huge milestone with its first heart transplant, in its new ADK cath lab.

e Maldives’ President Yameen inaugurated a monumental bridge that links the Maldives capital Male to the
reclaimed suburb and airport island, which will unlock the country s economy and help lessen social issues sparked
by centralization.
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Maldlves Tourism Sector Sees New Growth
o The Maldives won the prestigious Indian Ocean’s Leadmg Beach Destination, Indian Ocean s Leading Dive:
Destination, and [ndian Ocean’s Leading Honeymoon Destination at the Annual World Travel Awards.
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year.
o The Maldives Tourism Ministry announced n carly September that the country had received its one mllhonth
tourist of the year.
e The tourism occupancy rate in the Maldives reached 75% in the first quarter of 201§, a 5% increase compared to
the same quarter last year.
The tourist arrival rate in the first quarter increased 17% compared to the sanie period in 2017.
The tourism industry saw a first quarter revenue of $993.5 million, a 20% increase from 2017.
Tourism Ministry statistics inndicate an 8.1% increase in tourist visits to the Maldives in July 2018.
President Yameen announced that 21 new luxury resorts will be open by the end of 2018.
The Coralarium, the world’s first intertidal art gallery has opened in the Maldives. The intertidal art gallery is made
of nearly 30 sculptures that act as a habitat for cndangered marine life.
¢ The gallery is a place of preservation, conservation and education, built to raise awareness for the protection of
Maldivian coral reefs. _
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The Maldives Economy Shows New Promise

e The World Bank approved a $12 million grant to improve the eff' iciency of the Maldives pubhc finance
management, which will be used to improve: planning and budgeting, debt and cash management, financial

 reporting, procurement, and State-Owned Enterprise monitoring and oversight.

o These changes to the financial system will lead to stronger preparation and prlormzatxon of high impact and
affordable public investments, will optimize cost and risks of public debt, and will improve public procurement.

* The World Bank commended the Maldives on its integrated financial management information system which has
improved the quality and access of financial information, and has commended the Auditor General for taking
progressive steps to disclose audit reports on public debt and guarantccs.

e The World Bank also congratulated the Maldives on lowering the national deficit by 10.6%.
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Maldwes Strong Comimitment to Humanitarian & Environmental Aid
o The Maldives donated $50,000 towards the Kerala flood rehef fund. President Yameen announced the contribution
as.a token of solidarity with India.
o Ambassador of the Maldives to India Ahmed Mohamcd stated, “India is our closcst nelghbor Any natural disaster
or calamity that strikes our neighbor has an emotional unpact on Maldives. This donation is a small gesture to a
neighbor and friend who has always stood by Maldives in its hours of need.”
» The world’s largest 3D printed reef was submerged at Summer Island, Maldives to help grow and restore coral reefs
that have been affected by the warming climate.
o The Maldives Environment Ministry announced its protection of three biodiversity hotspots that will protect
different mangrove systems, as well as the marine life. '
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All the best,
The Honorable Robert Wexler
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Sent Items

[ thought you might be interested in the latest developments regarding the Maldives.

This material is distributed by Ballard Partners on behalf of thc Maldives. Additional Information is avallablc at the
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C.

Transparent Democratic Election Brings a New President to the Maldives

Tbrahim Mohamed Solih has won the 3¢ presidential election in the Maldlves against mcumbent Preeldent
Abdullah Yameen. B .

The democratic clections stood up against scrutiny, as the Human Rights Commission of the Maldives confirmed
that there were no incidents that infringed upon anyone’s right to vote. The comfhission also confirmed it had a
free, fair and transparent election, and that all electnons since 2008 have been‘deened free and falr by
international elections observers. A .
President-elect Solih has also secured a majority in Parliament and is ready to be'swor‘:h iri o

Outgoing President Yameen met with President-elect Solih and congratulated him on his victory.

U.S. Secretary of State Pompeo formally congratulated President-elect Solih and acknowledged that the election
outcome reflected the will of the people, stating “the United Statcs looks forward to President-clect SOllh ]
inauguration in November and expandmg US cooperation with Maldives in support of a free and open Indo-
Pacific”. '

The U.S. State Department commended the peaceful day of pol]mg, and stated “The United State% congratulateﬂ
the people of Maldives, who peacefully raised their democratic voices to determine the future of their country.” '
UK Diplomats congratulated President-elect Solih on his win, and recognized the faimess and transparency of
the election.
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