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[ thought you might be interested in the latest d_cveloljments regarding the Dominican Republic.

This materia_l is di'stributed by Ballard Partners on b'eha'lf of the Dominican Republic. Additional information is avai lable
at the Department of Justice, Wasl"ii’ngton. D.C.

The Déminican Republlc Tops Summer Destination Charts
Mastercard’s “Top Cities Where People Go to Play, Not Work” ranked Punta Cana, Domlmcan Republic as the

' number one travel destination for leisure, with nearly 2.9 millior tourists wsmng between Jaiiuary and May

2018, a 5. 9% increase from the same months in 2017.

The majority of visitors between January and May 2018 carne from North Amenca (61%), Europe (23%), and
South America (12%). : :

-The Dommlcan Republic has rebounded from last year’s hutricanes, with a large increase in bookmgs of 53%
since the beginning of the year.

In May, the Dominican Republic saw a 7% year—on-ycar increase in visitors.
The Florida-Caribbean Cruise Association pro;ccts that the Dominican chubllc will’ rcccnvc morc than 2 million
ciuise passengers annually by 2020. :

The Dommlcan Repubhc s cfuise industry grew 37% in 2017, after receiving 1.2 mllhon visitors. This growth
has had a large economic impact on the tourism industry. :
Family bookings to the Dominican Republic arc up morc than 150% from last year.

hitpuiavww ravelweekly.co uk/aniicles/306308/caribbean-book ings-rebound-following-Huracane-inpact
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The Dominican Ecenomy is One of the Strongest in the Region :

¢ The Dominican Republic is one of the strongest economies in Latin Amefrica and the Canbbean due toits
political-and economic stability, and its strong social and educational policies. : '

e Micro, small, and medium-sized companies (MSMEs) make up more than 90% of the Dominican Republlc s
business framework, gencrating more than 9 million jobs, boosting productwc acnvmes supportmc
development, and contributing to the social stability of the country.

». The government has worked hard to foster, support, and accompany - MSMEs through well-planned long-term
strategies, establishing synergies, and creating public-private partnerships.

¢ The government of the Dominican Repubhc has implemented Agenda 2030, which plans to increase economic
growth through sustaifiable development projeécts. The Agenda’s goals are to eradicate poverty and societal
discrimination by 2030. ' ‘ -

¢ The Dominican Republic is currently exporting 4 million boxes of mangos a year, accountmg for $20 million in
revenue, putting it in the top 20 mango exporting countries in the world,

» The Dominican Republic seeks to increase its banana exports by opening markets in Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay.

. Currently. it exports 400 banana vans weekly which contributes more than $300 million to the national economy,
and accounts for 30,000 jobs. :

¢ The Dominican Republic is now the largest worIdWide exporter of fine cigars, exporting more than 6,000 million

~ units and contributing $846 million to the local economyin 2017.

¢ The Dominican government has instituted a more efficient tax system, which will mitigate losqcs from. fraud
ﬁscal evasion and bad management; allowing the government to be even more profitable, and contributing to
oovemment initiatives. '
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The Daminican Republic Advances Status Within International Community '
s The UN General Assembly has elected the Dominican Republlic to a two-year term on its Security Council, after
winﬁing support of 184 of the 193 UN member states, The Security Council is tasked with the niaintenance of
world peace and security, and is the most powerful body in the UN. ' '
o The Government of the Dominican Republic appointed commercial managers mn 17 Domlmcan Republic
embassies arourid the globe, for the purpose of promoting éxports, attracting foreign investment and i mcreasmg
international cooperation.
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The Daminican Republlc Prioritizes Health, Safetv & Standard of [ iving
« “The Dominican Attorney General’s office will train 32 pro»ecutors to raise awareness on human trafticking and
sexual exploitation. These prosecutors will then train at least 12,600 student leaders on how to avoid being a -

victim of trafficking. :

* Due to new government initiatives, conwctlom for sex traf’ﬁckmg and chlld pomography in the Dommlcan

~ Republic grew 58% last year. : :

e The Dominican Health Ministry is working with UNICEF to implement programs to reducc matemal and
“neonatal deaths, maternal transfer of HIV, and reduce the rate of congenital syphilis.
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sanitation and watcr emergencies.
¢ CEDIMAT surgeons preformed the first successful pediatric kidney transplant with’ laparoscoplc extracuon in the

Dominican Republic, saving the life of an eleven-year-old boy. This procedure on a child opens the program to
future possibilities, which will reduce the ihcidence of children with chromc fenal fzulure in the country and i
contribute to their quality of life. . . o :

o The Adventist Development and Relief Agency reuently completed constructton ol a boat dock to help family-

~owned fishing businesses after the original dock was destroyed by Hurricane Irma. ADRA has also rebuilt -

dozens of homes, boosted the local economy, and dbblb[ed 133 fdmxllcs with water and food vouchers in the
aftermath of the hurricane. : : '
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The Dominican Republic Continues Efforts for Enwronmental Presérvation
e The Dominican Republichas joined the UN Enwronment ‘Clean Seas™ campaign, whlch uses taxes, bans, and
 technological innovation to restrict productlcm and consumption of plastic’ bags to reduce their.impact on oceans
and marine life.. ' ‘
* A new 48 MW wind park is being installed in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republlc the fifth mstallatlon by Vestas
whlch will increase renewable enéirgy resources.

htip:Avww jamaicaobserver.com; I;m.%ln;\\x Several Chean counties seek to restrict production. use of plastic bas m"nmhlc.—lE]X
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