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I thought you rhight be interested in the latest developmcnis regardi«n‘g the Republic-of 'K,osovo. ‘

This material is dlsmbuted by Ballard Partners on behalf of the Repubhc of Kosovo Additional mf'ormatlon is available at
l:he Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

U.S. Continues Support for Kosovo

o The American Chamber of Commerce in Kosovo hosted the Consul General of the Repubhc of Kosovo in New
York te discuss coordinating institutional éfforts on prototing investment epportunities in Kosovo and enhancing
economic ¢ooperation between the two countries. : ‘

e VentureUP at The University of Pristina - a partnership with USAID and the Government of Kosovo - is an
innovation and entrepreneurship center that offers options and ideas for new enterprises and gives students the
chance to build their own entrepreneurial future.

e  The VentureUP team has worked with over 700 of the university’s students, with a whopping 80% of attendees
being women, and has offered 185 Master’s Degree scholarships, more than 100 professnonal certificate
scholarships, and four university partnerships.
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Kosovo Increases Ties with European Neighbors .
e Kosovo’s President Thaci, said that Kosovo institutions have benefited from the. coopcratlon with EULEX, and
thanks'to them, Kosovo has raised local capacities to be completely responsible for its own rule of law.
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prosecutions, and trials to Kosovo’s judges, prosecutors, and local authorities.

e Kosovo is aiming to become a member of NATO and the UN. Kosovo PM Haradinaj stated that Kesovo Secunty
Forces are ready to assume its responsibilities as an army in compliance with NATO standards.

. Kosovo is hoping to become a member of INTERPOL this fall, as it has now gained the support of a majority of '
member countries. It will contribute to the fight against organized crime, violent extremism, and other criminal .
phenomena. ' ‘

°o  Asamecmber of INTERPOL it would have access to INTERPOL data and be abic to cxchangc valuable .

information in the global fight against international organized crime.
.« VP of the European Commission Mogherini hosted a meeting with Serbia’s President Vucic and Kosovo’s President
Thaci. The parties discussed century old problems aiid agreed that all problems should be solved peacefully.

e Kosovo's President Thaci is pushing for better relations with Serbia, stating, “We cannot remain the victims of the
bitter past, but we should look forward. .. this is the right momentum... today we have discussed ¢concrete issues, we
have discussed modalities on how to go towards the final phase of the dialogue by ﬁndmg a solution... we want to
build normal relations.”

e Kosovo’s President Thaci, stated “I am convinced that the time has come now. after 20 years of negotiations with
Serbia, to sign a historic agreement between Kosovo and Serbia that will end a.tragic era that lasted overa century.”

o Kosovo and Macedonia will sign 15 agreements in the fields of justice, security, health, and the economy.

o  Bulgarian PM Borissov met with Kosovo’s PM Haradinaj to discuss the development of their countries,
transportation projects which will connect the Adriatic with the Black Sea, the prevention of Islamic radicalization,
connecting the region with Europe, and Kosovo's integration into the EU.

e Kosovo’s PM Haradinaj thanked Bulgarian PM Borissov for encouraging the EU’s 1ntegrat|on of western Balkans’
countries. ‘ :

~e The Parliament of Kosovo has ratified a draft resolution for the creation of joint customs between Kosovo and

"~ Albania, which will help businesses on both sides of the border and boost trade, benefiting both economies.

o  The Parliament of Ko:,ovo ratified other agreements with Albania, smphfymg border procedures and scraping
roammg charges.

e  The demarcation agreement between Kosovo and Montenegro went into efféct in early June.

e Austrian Speaker of Parliament Sobotoka, stated “‘Austria supports Kosovo in its EU integration path. Austria
supports Kosovo also on visa liberalization process and we are ready to continue this support on wavmg visas, if

< assessed that all criteria have been fulfilled.”
e Kosovo's FM Pacolli met with Switzerland’s Federal Councilor Ignazio Cassis, whete the two discussed their
. bilateral relations over the past.decade and highlighted their good relations.
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Kosovg is on the Path to Economic Recovery
e The World Bank projects Kosovo’s economy will expand by 4.8% in 2018, and by 4.8% in 2019
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e  The PMF recently conducted a report on Kosovo, stating that its economic perfon‘nancc remains solld with an
expected 4% growth in 2018, inflation subdued. the external current account deficit narrowed, the bankmg sector
remaining well capitalized, liquid and profitable, and thus, it has a positive short-term outlook.

‘e Although the IMF has concerns about the long-term outlook, it has made several recommendations which will help

 safeguard a poéitive economic future for Kosovo, including: accelerated structural reforms to private sector
devélopment to achieve stronger and sustainable growth, and to advance the implementation of education,
governance, infrastructure, health, labor market and tax administration reforms.

» . Kosovo's GDP grew by 3.5% year-on-year during the first quarter of 2018, totaling €1.3 billion.

¢ Exports of goods and services increased by 16.2% year-on-year during the first quarter of 2018..

The largest increase in Q1 was registered in the financial and insurance activity sector {10.8%), followed by
- construction (9.9%), transport and storage (6%) and wholesale/retail (5.2%).

o The IFC is giving Kosovo a €1 million loan to boost access to finance for micro & small businesses and small
farmers & agri-business in rural and semi-urban areas, which will help improve and increase lending to
entrepreneurs and fanmers, which is critical for developing the private sector and creating jobs.

e Kosovo's unemployment rate dropped 10 26.5% in Q1 2018, from 30.6% in Q4 2017.
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All the bést,

The Honorable Robert Wexler
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