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RealClear Jie38

Ukraine's Elections Will
‘Be Free and Fair

By.Mikhail Okhendovskyy

October 24, 2012 Select Language

With Ukraine's Qct. 28 parliamentary elections just a few days:away, t'hé country is making final preparations to
ensure-that they are credible and transparent. The stakes are high. Ukrainian authorities have made it clear that

European integration is a top priority and therefore, the international community will beé watching closely.

We welcome the scrutiny:

_ As a member of the independent Central Etection Commission

(CEC), it is my job to ensure that the elections are deemed free and fair. My prediction, as | told U.S. government
representatives and non-govemmental organizations during a recent trip to the. American capital, is that,
notwithstanding some reservations concerning a few techinical details, this faif's elections will not just meet but
exceed intemational electoral standards for fairness and transparency.

This isiin large part due to new legislation that was designed with assistance from the Venice Commission-and the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Eurdpe (OSCE). The new law was supported by intemational and
domestic experts, and the people of Ukraine. It was-adopted by more than 80 percent of Ukraine's parliament
members including fepresentatives from évéry faction - both the ruling coalition and the opposition.

7
v

The new election law re-introduces a mixed electoral system under which half the counfry 's 450 representatives
are elected in single-member districts and half through proportional representation in a single nationwide
constituency. The law lifts the election threshold from three to five percent, prohibits parties from running together
in electoral coalitions, and removes the option of *vote against all* as a choice an the ballot.

Constltutlonal Court of Ukrainie in Apfil'2012. Those: rulings created two serious Iegal gaps.in the law.
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First, there is no procedural basis to incorporate tallles from 115 out-of-country polling stations, representing some
439,000 voters living abroad, in the final results of elections, which is to be prepared by the CEC by Now. 12, 2012,
Second?y, invalidation of the rules aflowing one individual candidate to run simultaneously on a party list and in a
single mandate district opened way for a qan_d_ldatg to run in two or more districts.

While the CEC is trying to resalve the first problem through a resolution, the second problem will obvicusly remain
a challenge. In May 2012 the CEC upanimously supported a number of important technical amendments
necessary to fill in the gaps created by the Constitutional Court's rulings and subritted them to parliament. To our
disappointment, the parliament failed to pay adequate attention to that.initiative.

Regardiess of such uncertainty, the CEC has prepared and passed more.than. 50 resolutions needed to clarify the
law and ensure the uniform. application thereof by all stakeholders. Roughly 99 percent of these resolutions were
passed with a unanimous vote. of all 15 commission members. And on April 28, the redistricting process was
finished —deemed to be one of the most sensitive issues, much like it is in the U.S.

Furthermore, Ukraine has spent considerable time and resources developing & database of registered voters that
|s automatlcaily updated ona regular basm As a result ‘we can. be 999 percent conf dent that every ellglble voter

reg:stratlon system is one of_ the best and most. efﬁclent in th_e world.

With just weeks.to.go, the CEC still has. a lot.of work to do. For-one, we aim to have webcams at-all 32,188 regular
polling stations so that anyone.in the world with Internet access can watch the. elections in real time - an
unprecedented level of transparency. What is even more important - the webcams will record the entire counting
process at each regular pofling station thus enabling the CEC.to use the respective data for consideration of
possible complaints.

We must also prepare for thousands of international and domestic election observers, including those from the
OSCE and, of course, Freedom House the International Republican Institute, the National Défocratic Institute-and
the ,l_n_te,rnat:pna{ Foundation for Electoral Sy_st_en'.Is ‘We welcome and encourage the participation of as many
observers as possible to help ensure that Ukraine's electoral ptocess-is honest and credible. We really want nons
partisan, unbiaséd observers on the ground who can accurately tell the-story of this election to the world, We're
corifident it will be a dood one,

The road to a strong democracy is not.always straight and although our joumey has been imperfect, we have come
a long way. In 2010, the presidential election was pronounced clean and transparent — a major accomplishment as
this was only Ukrainie's fifth presidential election since declaring independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.The
CEC will do its best to do even better for the upcoming parliamentary elections. In this regard, we continue to rely
on the support and the constructive 0nt¢CIsm of all American and European institutions during both the pre-and
post-election period.

This is a pivotal moment for Ukraine. We plan on seizing it.

Mikhail Okhendovskyy is.a member of the Ukrainian Central Election Commission, an independent body comprised
of 1§ members, who.are each appointed to-a 7-year term by Ukraine's parliament fo supervise and conduct
presidential, pan‘ramentary, and local self-government elections, as well as national and local referenda.
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On Sunday 2B October, the peaple of Ukraine will go to the
polls to vote in parliamentary elections. These elections come
at an Impartant time for the coiintry, which Is undergoing a
serles of political, légal and economic reforms intenided o make
Ukraine more modemn, democratic and prosperous.

Electarsl reform

Sunday's election takes place under a new electoral law. The new
law, outlined below and nght, helps Ukraine make progress towards
genuine, democrstic électoral processes in line with European
standards. R hefps Ukraine to deiiver free, fair and transparent
electons. ) :
The new electoral law was agreed by more than four out of every five
deputies, from both Oppaosition and Govermment. The reforms comply
with standards put forward by infernational organisations. They were
drafled with the haip of the Venice Commission of the Council of
Foug%pg}and the Drganisation for Securty and Cooperation in Europe

Y:FACTS ABOUT THE NEW:ELECTORAL SYSTEM

# Adopted by the Verkhovna Rada on 17 November 2011

#® Supported by B1% of deputies, from-all political groups :
| # Includes key dentands of the n ang Govemment I
: % Drafted with the hélp of the Councit of Europe and the OSCE

# No more electoral oslitions - each party must run individually

' # Na"Vote Against Al option on the ballot

Admisslan of candidates

5,771 candidates will run in the polls representing a wide range of
parties.

The CEC. did not register Yula Tymoshenko, a former Prime Minister
ang Yuriy Lutsenko, a former Interior Minister, due to their criminal
convictions, The CE_C does not have the authority to g‘iv_e a legal
assessment of court nulings, it could not act in any way other than lo
refuse the applications.

International observation missions

Thousands of intemational and domiestic election observers - including
a Eurcpean Parliament delegation - will monitor vofing and counting.
QObservers come’ from  government tions and padigments,
intemational organisations, civil society and NGOs,

Several members of the deie@an'on from the Pariarmeéntary Assembly
of the Council of Eurape (PACE) have stressed that the verdict on the
E;gbny of Ukraine's slections should not"be given befora the_vots,
viut Cavusoglu, a delegation membér and a former PAGE
President, said that the situalion concerhing Ms Tymoshenko “shoidd
nol be used lo declare the eleclons Wegiimate prior to their
implementalion”. :
The general public will also.be able to monitor the conduct of the polls
via webcams placed at 34,000 polling stations, A recent poll shawed
,th,gt tﬁo% of Ukrainians who answered the guéstion supported this
initiative.

Key criteria tor determining free and fair elections

QObservers hava alreacly been in Ukraine far some time, manitoring the
compliance of pra-election procedures with dempcratic and fair
elections principles - such as the fair registration of candidates and
voters, transparency in campaigning, the existence of an independent
and effective electoral authority, and fres and fair media cavamf
The first interim report from the OSCE qave a generally favourable
review.

Qn polling day and in the hours afterwards, the observers’ facus will shift
to access to and conduct in poliing stations, the secrecy of voting, and
e way in which votes are counted, recorded and delivered 1 the CEC,

One important measure will be the corelation between exit polis and

MCRE ONLINE
Wt

‘@modern:_ukraine.
-#ukrainevotes’

Deputies are elected (o the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraing's
Parliament, for a five-year term

A total of 450 deputies will be eledled on 28 October...

..with 225 elected in ;zt%gbmember hie
constiiencies, and via nation pmg[,llsf.s.

with seats afiocated vis propariional fepresentation

A p:g%n’ﬁhét win five per cent of the natiorvide vota to
be to st in Parliament - up from thres per cent

The Ukrainian Gentral Elaclions Corrimission (CEG)
registered 5,571 candidates #r the Elediion on the
party iists ard ir constituencies

According 1o a poll conducted by GIK in September,
T3% egct Lﬁg:mfa?l; will daﬂfﬂlglyhr probably vots in

Ansiysis by the State Committes for Telavision and
S Ll L
v " I pr
) ovarmment parties pre-

Voting will take place in 34,000 'mnng stations, and
the process can be foliowed oniine via webgams
inatalled In each-poliing station - snyone can'be an
observel

Almost 1,000 international obServers have already

beant regstared - and the total rumber of domestic 2nd
mamahonal observers is lkaly to reach tens of -
u g

the fingl results. On Sunday, independent companies will carry out at
least four exit poils, r,ovﬂi g 2 first pverview of voling pu .
Results wil emerge within 2 hours, with & final resuit published on
12 November.

Maintaining reform and deepening Ukraine’s partnership with the EU

These alections come at & crudial.stage for Ukraine and its relations
with the EU. All mainstream parties in UKralfe are commifted to
Eurcpe and to ensuning a h@ﬂqyaﬁ%a}mﬁm- Haowever it will be
crucial for observars, as wall as instifutions sich ag the %gan
Parliament, to base their assessment of theé legitimacy of the elections
on the process rather than the oufcoms.

The reforrm process in Ukraine is ongoing. As well ag slectoral refarm
there have been upidates to the qﬁn?m?gcude. incragsed protection of
minorities, economic mforms and “other changas lo mﬂg with
requests from European bodies, bringing Ukmaine into Tma with
European staridards.

The next step on the path fo a closer relationship between Ukraine
and the EU will be the final signature ang ratification of he agreed
Agsociation A ent and the i)ee p anct Comprehansive Free Trade
Agreement, This s a step that will have mutual beneffs for ctizens
ang businesses In Ukraine and the EU and help. secure Ukraine's
European future.

EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR A MODERN UKRAINE

14 Rue d¢ la Science, 1040 Brussels, Belgium | Tel +32 ()2 BOA 36 301 Email infolecfmu.eu

/ : governmants, opinion ieagers and buginesses aboul advancements in Ukraine
in order to build a more prosperous future for.the country and a closer relatianship with the Eurapean Unidn.

ECFMU is 8 Brussels-based NGO that educates
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By Romano Prodi

Next.Sunday Ukraine will hold its parliamentary elections, and their being regular and transparent is

considered by many in Europe a necessary condition to proceed to the signing of a very broad
agreement of association and free trade with Kyiv.

The Associdtion agreement could in a few years double the actual trade volume of almost €40 billion a
year. This scenario would particularly favor italy, the third largest trading partnér of Kylv, and could
represént a nonnegligible opportunity for growth at a time of crisis.

Thanks to its geographical position, gas shale deposits, energy transit infrastructure, as.well as vast
agricultural resources and aerospace and software expertise, Ukraine could b&écome an important
strategic partner of Europe and a geopolitical bridge between Moscow and Brussels.

But the European Union for the moment hesitates. A group of countries has announced that it will
oppose the signing of the Agreement as long as the former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshénko, convicted
of abuse of office last year, remains:in jail.

Personally; | believe that this position is contrary to the interests of Eufope and the millions of Ukrainian
citizens, many of whom are voters of Mrs. Tymoshenko, who would benefit from better economic
opportunities and more advanced standards of civil and democratic society.

Of course, the Tymoshenko case raises questions that cannot be ignored. But even in this context, |
believe that we:should encourage dialogie and promote closer relations between Brussels-and Kyiv.
Because in the end you can’t stop history. And closer ties between Ukraine and the European Union is
an inevitable protess.

| agree with the opinion expressed by the Foreign Minister of Ukraine, Konstyantyn Gryshchenko, that
the signing the Association Agreement:-could ultimately provide a new tool to promote. reforms and
democracy in Ukraine, according to best European practices.

The pressure of the European institutions in the meanwhile has already produced various resuits. Ahead

of parliamentary elections on October 28th, the Ukrainian Parliament has approved by a large majority,

with the votes of the major parties in government and opposition, a new electoral law designed
following the recommendations of the Council of Eirope.

Almost four thousand observers representing more thar thirty international missions will monitor the
regularity of elections. All polling stations have been equipped with web cameras to deter fraud.

Also, when the delegatian of the Parliamentary Asseribly of the Council of Europe recently denounced
an impending. law that-would have criminalised defamation and restricted media freedom in Ukraine —a
law in some ways similar is under discussion-in our owi Parliament — it was interesting to see how the
propased law was immediately withdrawn,
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These facts are 2 clear demanstration of how important are European institutions to promote
democracy-and human rights. Today, Ukraine is the last big eastern.European country seeking EU
membership: And frankly it.is.not in woise conditions than its other neighbors that have preceded it.

We must remember that the historic.process of building Europe: has always meant, and it will be this
way in the futuré, éngagement and dialogue..Not isolation. Even a Ukraine that is comiiiitted to-
integration needs the guiding hand of Europe to achieve sofme distance from its. Soviet past.

You can’t stop histary. And the Ukraine belongs to our harizon.
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Récipients:
Distributed to Member officeis of the.Senate Foreign Relations Committée and House Foreign Affairs
Committee .
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Head of EU Observer Mission Says Election Could Move Asspclatian Agreement Closer to
Conelusion; Initial Reactions from International Obsefveis Positive

International election observer groups will issue their final verdicts on the parliamentary elections
tomorrow, but with nearly 4,000 international observers taking part in today’s vote, the'initial reactions
were positive.

"Overall, the organization is exceliént, the atmosphere is friendly. These are fair and transparent
elections,” MEP Daniel van der Stoep (the Netherlands) said at a Sunday news conference..

He noted that the choices of some voters were visible in the transparent ballot boxes. and gther observers
said that information at some polli ng stations did not also appear in Russian.

The head of the European Parliament's election obServation mission, Pawel Kowal, said the elections
could move the EU and Ltkraine closer to fmaltzmg their Association Agreement.

"Of course, we need a new incentive for the signature.and rauflcatlon of the Assaciation Agreement,” he
said, according to an Interfax account of a discussion Sunday in Kiev. "Personally | think that Ukraine is a
nommal European-democracy.”

MEP Gerhard Huber (Austria) said that the elections were transparent on the whale.

"l want to congratulate the organizers that they were able 10 organize open elections. | have no criticism
of the electoral process,” he said.

"l talked to many observers, they are satisfied with the process, and I'am glad that the Ukrainian
government is'doing everything possible to enable people to express their will,” British MP John
Whittingdale said Sunday in Kigv.

Alex Miller,.an Israeli observer said, “Basically everything goes fine.”

An observer from thé Interparliamentary Assembly of the Commonwealth of Independent States: Valery
Shnyakin, added: " would not say that everything is perfect Unforiumately, there.are shoricomings,” hut
she added that she did not think théy were significant enough to impagct the outcome.

was democratlc without any problems and faﬂures, Stella Mlsauh an observer for Cyprus said

Representatives of the Central Eyropean Group for Political Monitoring also pronounced themseives
satisfied with the conduct of Election Day. At a briefing Sunday afterndon, répresentatives from the group
sdid they had not recorded any serious violations in two days of observation.

"This is a well-crganized election campaign, with no extraordinary events,” American political scientist
Srdja Trifkovic said.

Party of Regions Leads All Public Exit Polls; Five Parties Cross Partiamentary Threshold

1

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM




Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM

Multiple exit polis show that Party of Regions, the United Opposition, UDAR, the Communist Party arid
Svoboda will-all cross the 5 percent threshold required to gain seats in the Verkhovna Rada (Ukrame S
Parliament) in today’s parliamentary elections.

The Party of Revions i$ projécted to earn between 27.6 and 31.6 percent of support, with-an average of a
six-point lead over its nearest competitor.

Addmonal[y, polling shows the Unrted Opposition with a lead over UDAR after the two were locked in a
battle for second and third place

Finally, the-Svoboda party is projected 1o significaritly exceed the 5 percent threshold reguired to win
seats in'the Ukrairian parliament. Yulia Tymoshenko's Fatheriand party reoent!y formed an alliance with
Svoboda, which gave the right-wing group legitimacy, resulting, at {east in part, in an increase in the polls
from 5 percent to as much as 12 percent.in today's vote.

50% 'r
45%
40%

5% 1

30% 4
25% 7 HParty of
Regions
W% @United
. Oppaosition
15% SUDAR
10%
H Communist
5% Party
-

Statement on Elections from Party of Regions Chairman Mykola Azarov

Party of Regions Chairman Mykola Azarov issued the following statement today on the. conduict of
partiamenitary élections.

“Today the peaple.of Ukraine took another step forward on the road to becoming a more developed
Europe’an demacracy.

During the election campaign as well as during thé voting process no majorinfringements were
committed that could cast doubts on the: democracy of these elections.
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“The election officials at all ievels performed in a professional and responsible way, showing their
patriotisr and commitment to the demacratic norms.”

You can read the full statement here.
Requests for Home Bailots Down

In Ukraine, voters are able to request homs voting ballots if they aren't able to make it to the polls
because of a medical disability, an. important accommodation that allows people — primarily the elderly
and the disabled - to be able to exercise their democratic rights.

In the run-up to this year's election, just over a million applications for home ballots were made — about
27 percent of the total electorate, in line with international standards.. That figure is down from 4.3
percent in 2007 and 3.89 percent.in 2010.

To prevent fraud, at least 3.commissioners from different political parties must accompany the mobile
ballot box when it goes out to collect the ballots of people voting from horfie; ail ballots that go out must.
be strictly accountéd'for, and observers aiid party representatives may monitor mobile voting.

Mobile baltoting occurred without incident in the 2006, 2007, and 2010 natipnal aléctions.
| it

Press Contacts:

Kevin Griffis - KGriffis@podesta.com

Lucy-Claire Saunders - LSaunders@mercurylic.com.

Think you received this message fn error? Uinsubseribe
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R&B exit poll: Five parties make it to the VR
hitp://korrespondent net/ukraine/politics/1414950/print

According to the results of the exit poll conducted by Res¢arch & Branding Group, five parliamentary
parties qualified to the VR in the 2012 election. R&B exit poll covered 500 polling stations, 12,500 voters
were -s'iﬁryeyed.

Party of Regions - 31.6%
United Opposition - 23.7%
UDAR - 13:2%

CPU - 13%

Svoboda - 11%

Ukraine-Forward - 1.8%

Our Ukraine - 1.3%

Individuals ofi the Outcome of the Ukrainian Parliamentary Elections -
QO¢étober 28, 2012

Pavel Koval (MEP, Head of the Eurapean Parliament Observition Mission) - “Today’s
elections are the best ever held. Observing the elections is not everything. There is also a broader
message that goestogether with our presence here: that Ukraine is important to the people of
Edrope™. .

“I don’t think the legitimacy of these elections can be put in question. And I don’t think the EU
or the opposition will question it. Today Ukraine has shown thit it is not comparable to
Kazakhstan, Belarus or-any other post-Soviet country. What is in question is whether Ukraine
will be allowed to join the EU and not that it has to be:considered a normal European

derhocracy™.

“Yes, there are some minor ¢oncerhs, but only if they are measured agaihst the backdrop of the
high EU standards. I think we now need a new signal from the EU towards Ukraine. We need
fresh impetus on signing the Association Agreement. At the samie time we need a signal of equal
strength in the opposite direction. What should really come out of the new Parliament is a clear
strategic choice about the EU.”
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Jokn %&tﬁgda[e, (MP from UK with PA CE) - "1 talked to many observers, they are:satisfied
with the process and I #fh glad that the Ukrainian goverfiment is doing everything possible to
enable people to express their will."

lan Tombinsky (EU Ambassador to Ukraine) — It is clear, based on staternients of
various political leaders, including Mr. Yatsenyuk (whom I have just spoken with) that
this country has a functioning democracy. 1 think that is very important to recognize as a
political fact.”

UDAR, Communist Party satisfied with preliminary results of elections Viktor Pynzenyk
(Former Ukrainian Minister of Finance and curreiit UDAR member) - "This is a good result,
although our potlitical force always was under pressure. "I don't see any sensations, everything is
understandable." )

Alexi Kochetkov (Observer with CIS-EMO) "In our opinicn the elections were held

the Ukrainian people "

Oleksandr Holub (Member — Ukraine Communist Party) - "Ukraine should be
satisfied with the results, that's what important.”

Alex Miller (Observer — Israeli Parliatnent) - "Basically everything goes fing."

(:_ .
Yival Zellner (Observer — Israeli Patliament) - "It may happen that soon you will need no
observers, becatise everything is happening at-a very high level.”

Arsnéniy Yatsenyuk (Leader, United Opposition) - "Look, the exit polls shows that the people
of Ukraine support the opposition, not the government. That's the clear sign that we still have the
deémocracy in this country.”

Stella Misauli (Observer — Cyprus) - "We have noticed that everything was quiet, and everyone
with whom we spoke confirmed that everything was democratic, without any problems and
failures.” .

Daniel van der Stoep MEP Netberlands) "Overall, the o'rgani;z'étion is excellent, the

Gerhiard Huber (MEP Austria) - "] want to congratulate the organizers that they were able to
organize open elections. I have no criticism of the electoral process.”

weu-orgmnzed elec_t_l_o_r_l_ campaign, with.no extraordma:ry events "

Leon Litirietski (former member of the Israeli Knesset) - "The day of silence was held in
accordance with the law." He also noted that these elections were characterized by greater

Received by NSD/FARA Régistration Unit  08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM




Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM

transparency due to a record number of observers and a wide representation of observers from
various political parties at polling stations.

Oleksandr Chernenko (Chairman, Committee of Voters of Ukraine) - "Generally speaking, the
situation is very tense at the pollmg stations. But the number of violations.that we get does not
exceed the normal level."

“"No, the-election is unlikely to be considered invalid.. This is evrdenced even by
international observers.”

Cyrill Svoboda (formier Minister of Foreign Affiars — Czech Republic) - Former Czech Foreign
Minister

He said he "did not see any violations.” "There is no doubt that the election was fair-and
transparent.” "Democracy is alive in Ukraine.” "1 was pleasantly surprised that people are willing
to go vote. A lot of people, just like at home."

Sergey Markav (Observer — The Civic Chamber of thé Rissian Federation) - "The electioiis to
the Ukrainian parliament were: successful, democratic-and organized according to standards even
better than i some of the European Union member states.”

Kazbek Taisaev (Observer — The Civic Chamber of the Russian Federatiow) - "Everything was
organized very well, at the high level, and in general the elections were held at a worthy level.”

Thierry Mariani (Observer, French MP and former Minister) - “Transparent ballot boxes,
webcameras, live debates in front of million TV viewers. It is dlfﬁcult for an election to be more
transparent than that.”

“This is the first time that I have seen such a transparent competition. “These elections are a
great success for Ukrdine and a great success for democracy. “Today Ukraine is a real European
democracy.”

“Collaboration between the EU and Ukraine-is absolutely necessary. hope this can lead to the
signing of the Association Agreement. It’s in our mutual interest.”

by our expcrts are not systematic... We can not say that the elequlon i8 temble
undemocratic."”

Svetlana Goryacheva (Observer-of Inter-Parltamem‘my of the CIS) - "No violations were

registered at the 17 polling stations in Kyiv I visited, The oaly thing is bad light in some of
pollihg booths, but this is not a violation, it only created discomfort for voters."

Kazbek Taisaev (Observer Russia) - "Everything was.organized very well, at the high level,
and in general the elections were held dt a worthy level.”
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Volodymyr Skapoval (Head of the Central Election Commiission) - "One gets the
impression that.. .the electoral process has proceeded normally.”

Observers from different couiitries positive about Ukrainian elections

KYIV October 28 (Interfax-Ukraine) — An observer from the United ngdom,
John Whlttmgdale, has said that observers on the whole were posmve abouit the
preparations for the parliamentary eléctions in Ukraine; but it is too early to make
any final assessment.

"I talked to many observers, they are satisfied with the process-and I am glad
that the Ukrairiidn government is.doing everything possible to enable people to
express their will," the British politician said at a press conference in Kyiv on
Sunday.

He added that there are some reasons for concern, but elections cannot be
perfect in any country of the world.

An observer of the Israeli parliarhent, Alex Miller, also praised the voting in
Ukraine. "Basically everything goes fine," he said.

His colleague Yuval Zellner confirfiied that the electoral process was democratic.
"It. may happen that soon you will need no observers, because everything is
happening at a very high level," he said.

An observer from the Interparliamentary Assembly of the CIS, Valery Shayakin,
noted good working conditions for interiiational election observers in Ukraine,
however, he noted some flaws in the-process of voting. "I would not say that
everything is perfect... Unfortunately, there are shortcomings that will not affect
the progress of the election campaign at large," he said.

An observer for Cyprus, Stella Misauli; said that she visited several polling
stations where she was able to get a glimpse of the electoral process in Ukraine.
"We have noticed that everything was quiet; and everyone with whom we spoke
confirmed that everything was deémocratic, without any problems and fallures "
she. said.
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CEC Member Mikhail Okhendovskyy Resﬁpnds to EU Observer Mission's

Assessment

Mikhail Okherdovskyy is a member of the Central Election Commlssmn an independent body cow}prised

of 15 members, who are each appointed to 7-year terms by Ukraine's parhament to supervise and

conduct presidential, parliamentary, and logal seif-government elections, as well as national and focal

referenda

During his years of service in electoral supervision, Okhendovskyy has been an appointes of multiple

political factions.

Yesterday, he issued the following statement in response to the assessment of parliamentary elect
offered by tive EU election obsérver mission:

[ons

| believe that the-any detailed comments now Would be. premature. It's quite difficult to underitand and

assess in a few minutes the conclusions that have- obvidusly been prepared for a long time.

Commission, and our state as a whole, did oveér the last year to organize free and fair elections of

| must-admit tat today | was expecting a fair and unbiased assessment of the work the Central EIT\ion

people s. deputles of Ukraine. However, after some mmal disappointment, | thought it was important

to pay

First.of afl, the statement on prehmlnary findings and conclusions of the European Election Observation

rhissions. issued today has no assessment of the credibility of the results and the election's legitimag:

well as their compliance with. recogmzed international standards. in my opinion, the statement the
issues was a list 6f thie problems traditionally encountered in the organization of elections in many
‘counmes of Eastern Elirope. Cbvicusly, these problems are evailated as they are seen through thi
of Western observers, representing mature.democracies. Unfortunately, we are yet to see.the real
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assessment of the elections as atechnical process, as procedures. We hape that this kind of
assessment, without ungue predominance of the political component, will be given:in the firal report of
the mission's Office for Democratic Istitutions and Human Rights.

Secondlyl itis lmmrtam that the statement does not Question the fact that the. election resutts reﬂ '

across Ukrame and voters were able to choose from a wide range of pames and candidates. The
process of voting and vote: tgbulanon was organized properly. Thus, the legitimacy of the rewly el
parliament is already beyond doubt both in Ukrainé and abroad.

Thirdly, it should be.noted that the head of mission of the European Parliamént announced today
continued support of Ukraine's European initegration aspirations. In’ particular, on accelerating the Bigning
of the Association Agreement between Ukrainé arid the European Union.

Remarks

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Secretary of State

Presidency
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

October 30, 2012

Regarding Ukraine, we share the view of the OSCE moriitors that Sunday’s elections constituted
a step backward for Ukrainiah democracy. It was a step backward from the parliamentary
elections and the 2010 presidential election. And We reiterate our deep concern that the
politically motivated convictions of c)pposition leaders, including former Prime Minister
Tymoshenko, prevented them from running and standing in these elections, and we call upon the

Government of Ukraine to put an immediate end to the selective prosecution and detention jof
political opponents.

Like the rest of Europe; the people of Ukraine deserve so much better. They deserve fo live/in.a
country with strong democratic institutions, that respects the rule of law, and these cIe,ct_io‘r_x_L did
not advance those goals. So the Upited States remains committed to the people of Ukraine. We
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want to work with them to'strengthen their democracy, sovereignty, and indépendence of|their

state, as We have for more than 20 years. And we call upon the leadership to stop the backward
slide that Ukraine is in and start, once again, living up to the aspirations of the Ukrainian people,
and the United States will stand with them as they do.

Tuesday, 30 Qctober 2012
Press Release (2012) 129 ‘ u:ﬁ L ke

Statement by the Secretary General on Ukraine
Parliamentary Elections

| welcome the strong voter turnout in the parliamentary électi'ons.

| have taken note of the concerns expressed by the International Election Observation
mission in its-preliminary findings regarding the conduct of the parllamentary elections in
Ukraine. These preliminary findings outline a mixed picture with several shortcomings,
including the lack of a level playing fisld and that certain aspects of the pre-election period
constitutad a step backwards compared with recent elect:ons

Ukraine is an important partner for NATO. An independent, sovereign and stabie Ukraine,
firmly committed to democracy and the rule of iaw, is key to Euro-Atlantic security. The
Alliance stands ready to furthér assist Ukraine in its reforms.

back o top

OP-ED: Don’t Isolate Ukraine, and Watch
Those Neo-Fascists
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Oct 30, 2012
By Tim Judah

Bloomberg

Ukraine thils Seek held a deeply flawed election, i Which the main opposition leader was|jailed
and the biggest gains went to a party of neo-fascists, who appear to have won 10 percent of the
vote. For a country that-eight years ago staged an inspiring uprising to overturn a stolen election,

it’s hard toimagihe a more depressing outcome.

speaking west, is just another sign that all is not well in this divided country. Before the Ogt. 28
election, Ukraine was already being shut out by the European Union over-its democratic faitures
and pressured by Russia to join a customs union with Belarus and Kazakhstan instead. Now neo-

The breakthrough by Svoboda, an extreme-right-wing party from the nation’s Ukrainian- }

fascists will take their-seats in parliament.

But here is why Ukraine is so difficult to read and handle, for all of its neighbors. To start rqth,

Svoboda (which translates as Freedom), must be Eirope’s only neo-fascists who are also p
EU. Meanwhile, Yulia Tymoshenko the jailed heroine of the 2004 Orange Revolution, say
EU is wrong to punish Ukraine for her treatment by freezing its association agreerhent with
bloc. And the stipposedly pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych doesn’t even want to |
Russia’s custorns union, if he can avoid it.

Widening Fissures

s-the:
the
oin

Svoboda’s success and Yanukovych’s behavior are troubling. But for the EU and the U.S. alike,
the priority should be to avoid widening the fissures betweer the Ukrainian-speaking west and

Russian-speaking east, or drivirng the government into the arms of Vladimir Putin, Russia’s
President.

Svoboda has cleaned up its act. In 2004 .i_t changed its name from the Social-Nationalist Pérty
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and dropped a Swastika-like embtem. Still, much of its appeal lies in hardcore ethnic- Uk
nationalism and a hatred of Poles, Russians, Jews and gays. These have deep roots in lquimne 8
history-and should give pause.

Svoboda’s leaders glorify those Western Ukrainians who welcomed the Nazis in 1941, seping
the Germans as potential liberators from Soviét rle. Those same Ukrainians.also collaborated in
the widespread mirder of Jews and Poles. As in the Baltic states, there is a sharp division here
over how to interpret the motives of those wlio worked with the Nazis and how they should be
remembered today.

What the election result shows is a growing risk that disenchanted voters will again mix up
Ukrainian nationalism with xenophobia. Svoboda, led by Oleh Tiahnybok, supported the 2004
Orange Revolution. It was later-expelled from the group siirrounding former president Viktor
Yushchenko, when Tiahnybok made-a speech saying that Ukraine was ruled by a “Moscow- -
Jewish mafia.” It was not the only speech he made that was loaded with this sort of language.

Tiahnybok has said that while he does not regret using those words, he was misinterpreted| He
also says hi$ party is neither xenophobic nor anti-Semitic.. In any case, for Svoboda’s supporters,
Russophobia remains the party’s main attraction. All votes have not yet been counted, but the
party looks set to win about 33 of the Rada’s 450 seats.

On election day, while on a trip to Ukraine organized by the German Marshall Fund, I wen|
Irpin, a small town outside Kiev. There I met Sergeii, a 48-year-old miisician, who didn’t gi
his full name because he was-at a polling station. He told me he had voted for Svoboda becaiise
he wanted “Ukraine to be a powerful country, and if we have to choose between Europe
Russia it is Eirope for us. Russia is Asia and I don’t trust Asians.”

Bedrock Support

The party presents itself as the only one that wants a “Ukraine for Ukrainians,” and not for the
ethnic Russians who make p 17.3 percent of the population and who live mostly inthe e

Ethnic Russians form the bedrock of stpport for the ruling Party of the Regions, but man;}\o
are simply Rigsian speakers who switch happlly between the two Slavic languages, depending
on the circumstance.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM




Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM

In July, the Party of the Reg'idﬂs pushed through a controversial language law that, while dressed

up as protection for minority languages, was intended to bolster the use of Russian and
a first step to makifig it.an official state language, along with Ukrainian. Most probably
Yanukovych believed this would help gamer support in his eastern heartland.

bably

In reahty the status. of Rus-smn is not an 1mportant issue for most Ukramlans, who can speak it
% to
hing

push somie nationalist voters -- especmlly m the west - into the arms of Svoboda, entrenc]
the country’s historical divisions. “

Man‘y in the Ukra.lman opposmon be];eve that tifne is tammg the neo- fascists, and that its Jeader
is on the same course as that taken by Gianfranco Fini, the [talian politician who over a period of

years moved to the respectable end of the country’s right-wing politics.

Toughest Line

It’s fhe ruling party that’s taking the toughest line on Svoboda. Oleg Voloshyn, the foreigh

mlmsu'y spokesman who echoes the vxews of the Party of the Regxons condemned the

.....

did.the same, he smd in h_1s q_uest for votes in the 1930s.
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Svoboda needs to be watched and Yanrukovych’s anti- democratic behavior needs to be
discouraged. But the EU’s.association process should also be-restifiied. It’s a way to tie Ukraine
into the West and its mstltunons - howevcr much they are'in I:roubie today -- and that’s why

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-10-31/are-u-s-elections-cleanet-than-ukraine-s-.h¢ml

Are U.S. Elections Cleaner Than Ukraine's?

By Leonid Bershidsky Gct 31,2012'12:02 PM ET

When U.S. voters head to the polls next week to choose their president, they can take pride in
an electoral system far Superior to what, for example, Ukrainians éxperienced in their
parllamentary glections last weekend.

Or can they?

True, the Ukrainian government jailed the main opposition ieader, former Prime Minister Yulia
Timoshenke, weil ahead of the vote. Lavish state spending helped candidates of the ruling
Regions Party win manddtes throughout the country’s.east and south. In many cases, weaithy
Ukrainians effectively bought their way into the parliament.

That said, consider the U.S. The two-party system locks ot many candidates who could have
natioral appeal, Billionaires, sorme of whom built their fortunes in part thanks to government
subsidies, are lavishing unlimited funds on their tavorite candidstes through political-action
comm:ttees

All told, one wonders whether the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europeassessment of the Ukrainian elections could not just as easily apply to the land
free: "Considering the abuse. of power and the excessive role of money in this election,
democratic:progress appears to have reversed.”

the

For all its flaws, Ukraine’s was a bona fide election, an act of high political drama of the kind
peopie in neighbioring Russia can eye only wistfully as their country sinks-into gray
autharitarianism. There were plenty of upsets, notably in the capital, Kiev. Money was not
everything: Ten multimitiionaires tried and failed to get into the parhamant known as the
Supreme Rada. Opposition parties, albeit including one with an abhorrent platform, took a large
share of the vote.
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With 97 percent of the vote counted by late Tuesday night, President Viktor Yanukovich’
Regions Party was on track to win about 200 seats, prabably enough to build a ruling coalition
with the Cominiunists in the 450-member parliament. The. ruling party gained 74:seats with about
30 percent of the national vote. It garnered the rest in singie-mandate constituencies, where pro-
Yanukovich candidates: sometlmes hid their affiliation so they could win in opposition
strongho}ds The result looks like a slight improvement on the 195 seats theé Regions Parly held
in the outgoing parliament.

The ruling party's tactics merited the OSCE's disdain. To help guarantee a parliamentary|seat
for Alexei Azarov; son of Prime Minister Nikolai Azarov, the Ukrainian

government allocatedabout $21 million to pro;ects in his Donetsk Region constituency in 2012
and 2013, compared with a paitry $2 million in 2011, according to the Ukrainian magazini

Focus (where | serve.as an editorial consultant). Azarov Jr., whose picture was all over the local
press:and dozens of billboards throughout the district even though he actually lives in Viepna,
made it clear that the windfail was his. doing. Pragmatrc locals quickly recognized on which side
their bread was buttered.

Azarov's is prabably the most extreme exaniple, though other ruling-party candidates reportedly
used the power of their offices or their fat purses to get votes. One observer in the industrial city
of Dnepropetrovsk photographed a children's playground decked out in Regions Party colprs.
Built with city money, it had been touted by a Regions candidate as his contribution to the
community. The saéme c¢andidate provided free WiFi in a local park, requiring users to enter his
last name as the.password.

Such power plays weré universally effective only in the east.and south of Ukraine, the ruling

party's traditional base. Elsewhere, money and clout didn’t always prevail. Two of Ukraine's 100
richest.men, retail magnate Igor Balenko and oil tycoon Stepan Ivakhiv, failed to get into
parliament. Another eight multimiliionaires. suffered more or less humiliating defeats. Real-estate
developer Vadim Stotar lost in a Kiev district after filling it with hig biliboards and spending|a

fortune fixing hallways and gotholes.

in a protracted battle in anpther Kiev constituency; well-connected Oles Davgi spent months and
untold sums on gifts-such as food packages and manometers marked with his name. He lost to
a little-known candidate representing UDAR, a party led by boxing superstar Vitaly Klichka (the
panty's name iranslites as “blow” or strike”).

“To me, this will be the most symbolic victory in this parliamentary election,” journalist Mustafa
Nayyem wrote on Facebook about Dovgi's defeat. As of this writing, Dovgi was still hoping for a
fast-minute reversal as votes were counted and recounted. It appeared the result would stand.

The opposition carried Kiev as well as céntral and western Ukraine. In the national vote,
Timoshenko's Batkivshina (“Fatherland™) party took second place with 25 percent despite its
leader’s imprisonment. Béxer Klichko's UDAR won almost 14 percant, better than expected and
narrowly beating the Communists. In one of the election’s biggest surprises, the ultra-natiopalist
party-Svoboda got into-parliament for the first time, with 10 percent of the vote. All the oppasition
parties fared relatively poorly in single-member constituenicies, where it was harder to beat|
money and power. Yet if they manage to band together, they will be a force to reckon with in the
_parliament.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM




Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/17/2017 1:39:30 PM

medtum busmess ran on a pragmatic eccnomrc program not toc heavy on SOGlal promises. Its
leader, one of Ukraine's few international celebrities, proved wiliing to compramise with ‘
Batkivshina: Right before the election, the parties made a deal ot to compete with one: other

in several dozen constituencies.

Svoboda leadér Oleg Tyagnybok campaigried relentiessly, traveling throughout Ukraine and
sieeping in the back of a Toyota Sequoia. His party, which has not been above openly anti-
Sermitic rhetonc has: vowed to rid Ukraine of Russuan lnfluences bédn abortions, crack down.

Many of tha votes for Svoboda came from people who do not share the party's extreme views.
“God forbid they come to power,” IT specialist Roman Petrusha wrdte in a comment on
Facebook. “Yet they will make a good opposition. This is a chance that parliament will not just
be a Yanukovich toy. Svoboda's crazy program does nit miatter: No one will give them the
power {0 |mplernent it.”

Many Ukrainians, especially educated city dwellers, are Iooking for someone -- anyone --| o take
on Yanukovich and a regime they see as.rampant with corruption and nepotism. “Until we see a
prospect of a better life, our life isa frght wrote public-relations executive Victaria Bondar on

Facebook. “It's:still better than standing still and adapting like chameleons.”

woman whose husband beats her but she:won't even hear of dworce ‘she wrote “He's f;
he brings money home and he doesn't hit too hard — not hard enough to kill, at least.”

yet be surprlsed at how senously Ukra!nlans take their democracy when push comes to shdve.

Could U.8. voters show the same frghttng spirit if, say, their political. system proved too
dysfunctional to resolve the problems facing their country? We'll see.
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Vote Totils Match Independent Exit Polling, Parallel Vote Tabulations

With around 97 percent of the votes tabulated in Sunday’s parfiamentary elections, the final totals (se‘e_ab_ove)
correspond with independent exit polling dita and the parallel vote tabulations of both-parties.

Currently, the ruling Party of Regions (PoR) has garnered 30:32 perceiit of the vote..Of the five exit polls from
Sunday, the Pary of Regions scored between 32 percént and 28 percent. According to the pardliel véte
tébulation from the opposition Batkivshina party, the Party of Regions was expected to securé rolighly 30
percent of the vote.

“The data published on the CEC website, in general coincide with those of the exit polls and the data
presented by sociologists,” Prime Minister Mykola Azarov said. “This is a classic example of free and
democratic elections. What kind of fraud can we spéak about, if the official data almost. completely rhatch_ed
with the exit polls?"

The vast majority of vote t"a,,fl_ie‘s from the precincts were counted in 2 timely way with only protacols from
‘'some regions, where the Party of Regions is not as strong, trailing the rest of the country. As those qumb‘ers
have come.in, the PoR's share of the vote has:steadily decreased.

5till, the delay has prompted some observers to question the tabulation process. Yesterday, the |Interior
Ministry issued a statement.explaining the. isolated. cases of delay: probléms caused technical issues at the
local level, where law efiforcement and party representatives are protecting the integrity of vote totals
throughout the process.

Additionally, Azarov is.asking international observers to provide details of alleged violations — from the vote
tount or from Election Day.

"Objective assessrnents are extremely important for us, and we riiake conclusions from them in arder to
improve future practice of democratic elections,” Azarov said. “We are grateful to the observers fof their
review and comments. At the same time, when there are. claims, | would like to see such claims to be
substantive. In some reports, | have not seen any concrete examples of violations. And | would be grateful to.
the representatives of missions, if they could provide us with such specific examples-— in order we could
objectively look at them."

European Jewish Group Expresses Concern about Rise of Ultra-Right Party in Sunday’s Vote

A European Jewish group has expressed concern about. the safety of lews in Ukraine following. the surprise
victory of a xenophobic and anti-Semitic party Svoboda in Sunday’s.parliamentary. elections.

The Jewish organization’s leader is calling on the-governm’ent to protect the safety of lews in Ukraine.

“We are not intending to interfere in internal Ukraine affairs and ifs voters' decisions, but we are very
concerned about the safety of lews in Ukraine and throughout Europe in light of growing anti-Bemitic
movements:in Europe," Rabbi Menachem Margolin, General Director of the Edropean jéwish Assoc;axholr {EIA),
said in'a statement.

As a Bloomberg story notes, Svoboda supported the Orange Revolution but was later expelled from thq group
“when [Svoboda leader Oleh] Tiahnybok made a speech-saying that Ukraine was ruled by a ‘Moscowdlewish
mafia.’ It was not the only spéech he made that was loaded with this sort of language.” :
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Yeliseyev: Respect the Choice of Ukeainian Voters

Ukraine's representative to the European Whion, Kostiantyn Yeliseyev s encouraging European ldaders to
embrace the choice made by the Ukrainian people in Sunday’s election, and reiterated the call to|sign the
association agreement with the country. ' :

“Brussels should.not ignore the choice of the people of Ukraine in favor-of the values.of European démocracy
and accession to the family of European nations,” Yeliseyev said in a statement. “It is important to realize that
it is the people of Ukraine who won this élection, who, despite the shortcomings of the electaral |process,
made their free political choice, expréssing a vote of confidence. in Ukraine's tourse towards European
integration,” reads the statement.
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION TO
THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS
IN UKRAINE

(28 October 2012)

Report by
Pawel Kowal, Chair of the Delegation

Anggrm:

A. Final programme (inchiding list of participants) )
B. International Election Observation Mission Preliminary findings and conclusions
C. Declaration of the Chair of the EP Delegation at the Press Conference of the IEOM
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Intreduction

Following an invitation by Mr Volodymyr Lytvyn, Chairman of the Parliament of Ukraine,
the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament authotised, on 6 September 2012,
the sending of an enldrged delegation of 15 Members to observe the parliamentary elections in
Ukraine on 28 October 2012. The Conference of Presidents also authorised the Bureau of this
delegation to travel to Ukraine on a pre-electoral visit ahead of election day, inl order to mest
relevant interJocutors and prepare the ground fot thie election observation delegation itself,

At its constitutive meeting on 27 September, the Delegation appointed Mr Pawel Robert
KOWAIL, Chair of the Delegation; Mr Michas] GAHLER, Mr Juan Fernando LOPEZ
AGUILAR and Mrs Rebecca HARMS were appointed Viee-Chairs.

Background
Priorto the elections, the European Union has repeatedly emphasised that these woilld be an
important test of Ukraine’s democratic credenfials. In the latest resolution of European
Parliament of 24 May and in the Final Statemem gnd Recommendations of Nineteenith
Meeting of EU-Ukraine PCC  the importance of the parliamentary elections for further
progress in realtions of Ukraine with the EU was underlined.

Since the 2010 presidential ¢lection, the governing coalition formed by the Party of Regions,
the Communist Parly and the People’s Party/Lytvyn Bloc, has enjoyed a clear majority in
parliament. These parties competed against opposition partics, primarily the United
Opposition-Batkivshtchyna (Motherland) and the non-partiamentary parties United
Democratic Alliance for Reform (UDAR) and Svoboda (Freedom).

While e 2010 presidential elections were described by the Intemational FElection
Observation Mission and ODIHR as “meeting most imternational commitments”, the
subsequent 2010 local and regional elections were marred by significant irregularities
(European Parliament resolution of 25 November 2010 on Ukraine).

1
Two leading opposition figures, Ms Yutia Tymoshenko and Mr Yiriy Lutsenko, remain in
prison banned from vanfing in the elections. The Biropean Parliament has addressed the
situaticin in Ukraine repeatedly’.

Ere-electoral visit

The pre-electorpl visit authorised by the Conference of Presidents took place from 8 to 10
October, with the participation of Mr Pawel Kowal and Mr Michael Gahler. Ms Harms was
represented by a member of staff from her political group.

g Furepena Parliament resolution of 24 Moy 2002 and Evropean Parlinment resvlutions of 9 June i, 27
Oetonrer 261 1 and | December 2011,
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The Buteau of the EP Election Cbservation Delegation met the EU Head of Missionin Kyiv,
Mr Jan Tombinski, Dame Audrey Glover (Head of the long-term ODIHR mission) and ‘her
core teami; Deputy Foreign Minister of Ukraine Mr Olefirov; the Central Electoral
Commission; OPORA and CVU domestic observers: and representatives of political parties
(Party of Regions, Batkivshichyna (Fatherland), UDAR. Ukraine Forward (Natalia
Korolevska) and Svoboda. The Bureaun also met with the head of the OSCE PA election
mission, Ms, Walburga Habstwrg Douglas.

The Bureau of the EP Election (bservation Delegation noted stakeholder’s concern around
- seversl issues:

o The implementation of the new electoral law: The new law for parlismenfary
elections was adopted in November 2011 by a broad majority in the Parliament of
Ukraine, after abandoning the project to follow-up ODIHR's recommendation for a
new electoral code. According to the ODTHR long-term mission and other sources,
some important issues remain unaddressed and political will is essential to ensure
effective implementation. The law returns to a mixed electoral system which existed
before 2006, bans electoral blocks and raises to 5% the threshold to enter parfiament.

» Cenwal Electoral Commission's eapaity to act: while recognising the inments by the
CEC t act in a professional manner, ODIHR confirmed its lack of transparency
{closed doors meetings) and the procedure followed to nominste members of the
District Electoral Commissions (DEC) and the Precinct Election Commissions (PEC).
Most positions in electorsl commissions (at the district leve! and at polling stations
level) were filled by 2 single lottery instead of a prior practice to hold a Iottery for
each UEC, as a result of which some techmical parties obtained representation in all
DECs while other parties with candidates throughout the country were ot
represented at district level at all. Almost half of PEC and 60 per cent of DEC
members were subsequently replaced.

¢ The opposition denounced that the participation of “technical parties’ (“fake” parties
created only to gain représentation at the electoral commissions) gave all
opportinities for forged results,

e ' Opposition parties-demounce thai some candidates have been pressured to withdraw.
ihcluding by means of tax inspections, prosecution on old criminal charges and
threats.

» Tack of a level playing field, pressures on freedom of press and absence of political
plurafism in media; fack of enforcement of provisions on campaign financing; abuse
of administrative resources.

Imprisonment of former government metbers and opposition leaders that the EF resolution
describes as selective justice comes on top of ail these framework conditions.

The Bureau of the EP Election Observation Delegation verified during its pre-election visit,
the low level of trust among electoral participants and with regard to the electoral
administration itself. The election campaign evolved against & background of intense
polarization amoeng political actors and reports of violations of the electoral rules.

The OSCE/ODIHR. long-term Election Observation Mission conducted media fonitoring

from 16 Septernber until the start of the electoral silence on 27 October.  The long-term

mission also followed up closely the response and remedies provided by competent bodies
*  and law enforcement bodies.
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Elgctio Observation

The European Parliament Election Observation Delegation (EP EOD) was composed of
fifteen Members, nominated by the political groups of the EP:

Mr Pawel Robert KOWAL (Chair), ECR, Poland

Mr Michae! GAHLER {Vice-Chair). EPP, Germany

Mr Juan Fernando LOPEZ AGUILAR (Vice-Chair), S&D, Spain
Ms Rebecca HARMS (V' ice-Chair), \lens/ALE Germany
Ms Anna Maria CORAZZA BILDT, EPP, Sweden

Mr Andrzej GRZYB, EPP. Poland

Mr Joachim ZELLER, EPP, Germany

Mt Jan KOZLOWSKI, EPP. Poland

Mr Jacek PROTASIEWICZ, EPP, Poland

Mr Mério DAVID, EPP, Portugal

Mr Norbert NEUSER, S&D, Gemany

Mr Marek SIWIEC, S&D, Poland

Mr Kristian VIGENIN, S&D, Bulgaria

Mr Marek Henrvk MIGALSKI, ECR, Poland

Mr Adrian SEVERIN, N1, Romania

The European Parliament Delegations perform election observation in accordance with the
Declaration of Principles of Intemational Election Observation and the Code of Conduct for
international election observers. Members of the EP Delegation signed the Code of Conduct
for Members of the European Parliament Election Observation Delegations, in conformity
with the decision of the Conference of Presidents of 10 December 2009.

The Delegation conducted its activities in Ukraine from 26 to 29 Octeber and was integrated
within the framework of the International Flection Observaticn Mission (IEOM). with
OSCE/ODIHR in cha.rge of the long-term observation mission. The EP Delegition
cooperated closely with the OSCE/Parliamentary Assembly Delegation headed by M.
Walburga Habsburg Douglas, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Exrope headed
by Mr Andreas Gross, the Delepation of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, headed by Mr
Assen Agov and the OSCE/ODIHR mission headed by Dame Audrey Glover,

Prngga:m

Before election day, the parliamentary delegations integrated in the framework of the IEOM
were extensively briefed by experts from the OSCE/ODIHMR mission. Presentations were
made. on the political environment, the campaign activities, the media landscapé and the legat
framework of the parliamentary elections. The joint programme also included. a series of
meetings with media representatives, NGOs and the electoral administration.

The. EP Election Observation Delegation also held bilateral meetings with the Chairs of main
parties and with the CEC :
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Election day

On election day, the EP delegation was deployed in Kyiv, Lviv, Dubno, Odessa and
Dnipropetrovsk (and around these-cities) All teams visited a significant number of polling
statiors from opening to the closure and the counting process and not encountered difficulties
in observation.

Gverall, the EP delegation observed s peacefid E~day even if rumors about carfousels and
other violations of the law were widely spread, most of them reldted to the majoritarian part
of the clection. Teams that followed the counting process noted the cumbersome procedures.

The International Election Observation Mission also concluded the voting and counting
process on clection day was orderly and well organized in the large majority of polling
stations. obsérved, with only minor procedura] problems noted. However, the unusually high
riumber of homebound voters in somic election districts raised concems. Following the
received information from long tenn observers the tabulation process was -assessed
negatively in one third of DECs observed, mainly due to problems with PEC protoeols and
limited transparericy. The active involvement of a large number of domestic observers
throughout the entire electoral process enhanced its overall transparency diring the election
day.

Press conference of the Interpational Election. Observation Mission

As usual, the statement of preliminary findings and conclusions was shared between the
OSCE/ODIHR mission and the four parkiamentary delegations, All the stakeholders of the
TEOM shared a common assessment of the pre-electoral period and their findings concerning
election day were also in lifie with one another.

The press conference took place on 29 Ottober and atiracted high media attention.
Substantial shortcomings led the TEOM to conclude that ‘certain aspects of the pre-electoral
period constituted a step backwards compared with recent national elections'. The main areas
of concern outlined by the IOEM include:

. Lack of transparency of campaign and party financing, which is problem of
systematic character and concerns all political parties.
. The new electoral law, adopted in November 2011, reinstated a mixed electoral
system without the required wide consensual discussion and re-introduced deficicncies that
were noted when it was previously used. The law includes some inportant improvements,
particular with regard to voter and candidate registration although if also contains 2 mumber
of shm‘tcommgs. mamiy regarding the full enjoyment of candidacy rights, adequate
campaign finance provisions, absence of clear criteria for the delimitation of single-mandate
election districts, and lack of effective simetions for serious violations of the law.
. Candidate rcglstra.non was inclusive; even though over 400 nominees were rejected,
almost half for minor technical problems and 2 opposition leaders (Tymoshenko and
. Lutsenko) were denied registration,
. Abuse of administrative resources and cases of 'harassment’ and 'intimidation’ of
candidates.
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H

. Lack of balanced miedia coverage due to limited diversity in media gwnership and
pluralistm and the need for considerable resources to reach out.to voters via TV (five times
tmore paid political advertising compared to standard reporting) and also due to broadcasting
restrictions imposed on independent TVi. ]

. Lack of tansparency (mentioned in interim report) in the decision-making process of
the Central Election Commission (CEC) due to closed pre-session mestings There were
claims. some of which were vetified by the OSCE/ODIHR EOM. that election
commissioners nomiuated by techinical partics were, in fact, affiliated with other parties,
especially the ruling Party of Regions. The CEC did not always take steps to ensivre a
consistent implementation of the electoral law.

. Vote buying and indirect vote bribery (providing materiat goods or services), issues
that were not addressed by the CEC.
. Lack of transparency during the tabulation process.

The assessment is subject to further careful observation of the post-electoral phase:
Tabulation of results and complains and appeals proceduires are still ongoing at the time of
writing, '

Results.

The Central Electoral Commitiee announced on 29.10.12 that turhout had reached. 58%
(compared to 62% in 2007). It bas been assessed as high' by most international observers
who highlighted the Ukruinians' interest in the electoral process. _

The following results, for the proportional part of the election, are to be confirmed, they are
based on the preliminary counting of 96.2% of ballots as of 31.10.12. Indeed, due in part to
the complexity of the mixed electoral systems and the fact that complaints are yet to be
addressed, the final results will be established till 12th November and announced till 17th
November.
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Summary of the 28 October 2012 Verkhovea Rada election results
(preliminary result with $6.20% of the hallots counted)
T Swing % ‘
Parties List % Seats’ Seats Seats | Change
vates (proportional | (constituencies) | (total)
representation) (2007)
Party of 5,944,238  30.50°| V¥3.87 74 117 181 416
Regions. : N
All- 4,905,656 | 25.17] ¥5.54 61 42 103 || V53
Ukrainizxn
Union
"Fatherland™
(incl. United
Oppasition) _ -
UDAR 2682779 [ 13.76 |  New 33 ' 6 39 New
{Ukrainian party 7 party
Democratic
Alliance for
Reform) .
Commuilst | 2,609,345 | 1339 | #8.00 32 — 31 G
Party of
Ukraing . ) . . '
All- 1,993 381 | 10.23 | A947 25 10 35 435
Ukrainian '
Union
"Freedom” 2 - -
Independents N4 1 NiAd N/A = . 43 43 1 adld
Total ¥4.04 225 225 450 —
(turnout
57.98%)

The Parties United Centre; Penples Party and Union, rot psrtlc:pﬂimg in thié electmn for proportional
representation, obtained 6 seats in the “majoritarian” elestion.

Prefiminary conclisions

In gemeral the pre-election period was assessed negatively, because of a number of
shortcomings in the mew electoral law and iack of a level of playing field. The process of
voting and counting of votes on the election day has been assessed as relatively positive.
There have been many negative comments concerning the tabulation process, which has not
been completed yet. The criticism focuses on tabulation in some single-mandate districts, in
contrast to proportional districts, where tabulation is assessed rather positively.

The widespread presence of representatives from different political parties and individual
candidates in the election commissions can be read as a sign of high social involvement in
the clection process.

The high election turnout shows a clear commitment on the part of Ukrainian society to
belong to the family of European democracies. It must be underlined that Ukrainian people
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having possibility to choose gave strong support to t[jle‘panigs which support integration with
the EU.

The OSCE/ODIHR long term mission will remain in the country until the end of the election
process and will issue a comprehensive final report, including recommendations for
improvements, some eighit weeks after the completion of the election process.

The European Parliament Election Observation Delegation recommends that the Election
Coordination Group, the Foreign Affairs Committee and the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee follow-up closely the conclusions and
recommendations of this final report and reaction of Ukrajnian side.
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Debrief by Pawe! Kowal on the Election observation mission to the parliamentary
elections in Ukraine on 28 October 2012
6 November 2012
18.00- 18.50
Committee on Forelér_: Affairs
{AFET)

Sulimary; cccording to the speaker, on ihusiahly large mission was sent to Ukraine, led by MEP Xowal (heod cf
the EP delegation to the EU-krdine Fariigmentary Cocgeration Committee (PCC). The elections ware:
characterized by a fock cf level playing field, o lock cf tronsparency, o kack cf balanced medio coverage ond an |
abuse ¢f administrative resources, While the c)ficial results are stilf not ready, It appeors that 5 single-seat
constituencies will see re-electiors.

WIEF Xowal {ECR) - opened by stating that 15 MEPS were sent 1o Ukraine on mission, ahead of the 23 October
pariiamentary elections. The preparation period allowed for. communicdtion with the representatives of many
palitical parties and organisations, as well as Ambassador Tombirski and the head of the long-term
O5CE/ODIHR misgion, Addrey Glover. The mission reported to the AFET committee and garticipated in a joint-
seminar ahead of the efections. CONCLUSIONS - the new election law (2011, accepted by bath. ruling and
cpposition parties, intraduced a mixed voting systér, which failed to function at the level of legislation and
implementation, There was 3 lack of clarity at the. level of commissians,  Fictitious parties participated in
election committee work, while parties like UDAR and Svoboda were not included in such committees. Alack of
pluralism in the media, especially in terms of information programs, was alse problematic {the EP ission drew
attantion to this in advance, that it might be a danger).

MEP observers signed the code of canduct and the genaral level of cooperation was very goad, including the
Coundil of Europe (COE), OSCE/ODIHR and NATO, allowing the EP's voice to be heard clearly,

Ukraine has European aspirations — that is why the EU must treat the country with a rigorous standard =
especially a5 It will fead the OSCE in the near future.

The joint report, published the day after the elections with Mrs, Habsburg Douglas, should be.considerad.

n terms cf slection day, the 13 mission was present in many locations. The voter turnout was lower than in
2007, but still higher than in some parts of the EU. A large nomber of ohservers were prasent. Election day
itself was free and transparent.

in terms of efectoral ko, there were many shortcamings, leading to negative cutcomas. Ahead of the elections,
candidates dj,d.n_m have a level playing fieid.

In terms ¢f the decisions of courts, two key opposition figures were denied participation in the election pracess,
Tymashenko and Lutsenko.

In terms ¢f vote counting, the full results are still missing and should be finished as quickly as possible. fa terms
f propartional voting, the numbers {final results) correspond with xit polls and other publications in advance
of the elections. in lerms of first-past-the-post system, problems occurred. Votes were purchased (a arime
under Ukrainian Law). In ossessing the elections, all parts of the process must be constdersd,
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in comparison ta other post-Soviet stotes, Ukrainians are able to make choices. However, these elections
should be compared with past elections, for exatmple in 2007 and 2010, ang Ukesinians should be reminded
that these electlons are no better than in the past.

In terms of the proposel to repect elections in 5 constitugncies, this issue needs to be sorted out under
Ukrainian Law. Robust solutions are needed and.must be explained hy courts.

Finoty, there must be discussion about changes to future electoral code.
MEP Gahler (EPP) = thanked MEP Kowal for his leadership during the EP mission.

in terms ¢f the overall election process, election day went very well, while issues surrolnding voting fists,
constitugncies and vote counting, are worthy of more critigism,

The MEP stated that while efections con be beld in o free ond foir way, IF THE POLITICAL WILL js present, this
was not present in Ukraine. He said that the EU should continuie cooperating with Ukraine and assisting them,
The alternative of excesslve criticism — piishing Ukraine towards Russia — is nat the answer. Ukraine must be
farced to ‘come up o the EU lavel’ and meet EU valups.

Finatly, he stated that the £/ should cairy on implementing its stondards and applying the same criteria applied
by the QSCF and others, while assisting Ukraine into the future. A goad will and the horesty of implerentation
Is necessary for the future. .

MIEP Severin (NI) ~ stated that the shortcomings should be addressed in a rational and canstructive way,
without radicalizing the opposition. The EU must not.hold back from using the instruments and resources for
harmonising the palitical cultures of the EU and Ukeaine, Geapolitical goals should be kept in mind as well, and
the EL must not push Likraine away from its geopalitical interests.

s, A, Caraxza Bildt (EPF) - said that the counting was assessed the day after the elections, but unfortunately
a deterioration of the counting process cannct be assessed, as positively as election day itseif. She suggested
that the EP contityue to-be united in supporting Ukralne, but shauld not allaw its support 1¢.be misused. tn
addition, it is important to separate the election. situation with the long-term strategy for Ukraine. An impartial
mission based on international standards must be kept in mind. .Democracy is not ‘a la carte’ and a joint
posttion must be reached.

MEP Neuser {SE&D Group) - stated that small steps cf cooperation are key. Réform s still needed in Ukraine. in
terms cf future relations with Ukroine, the EU may have to ‘lower the bar’ regarding its expectations. Better
administrative structures are necessary, but Ukraine is doing well In some areas, i.e. visa liberalization. The first
stage of the Action plan could be agreed upan within the next fe manths, and the Energy Community should
be focused an, as wel) as the Eastarn Partnership. Finolly, the situstion with Tymoshenke ard Lutsenko should.
be dealt with separately,

MEP Siwilec (S&D Group) - stated that the mission was difficult. The “technology’ of the elections was far from
perfect {as well as the election campaign), but Ukrainians had’a choice and selected 5. parties to represent
them. The praduct of this technology is not perfect, but it wilt work. The question Is: does the EU ‘buy’ this
product, despite its shortcomings? We should codperate with Ukraine. [He also noted that the election was a
tyue of referendum gn the Tymoshanka situation.}

M_EP Tanmock = stared his support for the Kowal report and noted that a collective 50% rasult for all apposition
parties will ajlow for a challonging of Prasident Yanukowvych. The MEP asked whether a recount would reguire
another EP alaction mission.
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MEP Protaslewkz [EPF) - stated that the situation in Ukraine is unclear, with the opposition first going against
the results and next negotiating new ideas.

Lonclusion: in closing, MEP Kewal — stated that the role of the EP mission in the future will be considered, as it

continues to work with the bureau of the parliament.

Ifeedback note prepared by Andy Edgel, 6 Novernber 2012}
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UNEVEN CAMPAIGN PLAYING FIELD CAUSES UKRAINE
ELECTIONS TO FALL SHORT

October 29, 2012
Read release in Ukram:an (PDF)

Kofbe (right) talks to a pollirig station chairman (middie) at a station in Kyiv.

Kyiv, Ukraine — While averall Ukraine’s October 28 parliamentary electioris were
administered in an orderty manner, Ukraine continues to fali short in enstiring voters a
gampaign in which candidates have an equal opportunity fo be heard amd they can be
confldent that their individual votes count. Desplte the efforts of poflmg officials and

Ukraine still faces significaint obstactes to nts demccratlc development.

“A country that imprisons its political opponents, remaves independent television from
the aif and harasses civil somety is:not an example of a country progressing in its
democratic developmenit,” said Congressman David Dreier, who has led election
observation teams throughout the world. “This is a message | heard throughout the
day and is most disheartening to many Ukrainians, who want a better life-and a better
government but had months ago lost hope that these.elections would bring about the
change they have so eagerly haped for."

Click here to view more photos from Ukraine's parliamentary elections.

IRl -delegation co-leader former Congressman Jim Kolbe also noted that, “While there
didin't appear to be systernic viclations on Election Day, there are a number of issues
that we are concerned about. The most significant issue is the Central Election
Comrrussnon s [CEC] refusal o release results at the polling station level to ensure
count This is a critical component of transparency in any demaocratically conducted
election and 1 urge the CEC to reconsider its decision-and release the results iri this
manner."”

Dreier (latt) tooks at the video fcotage bieing broadcast from the polllng station.

iR| delegation observed more than 160 palling stations on Election Day, thie secand
stap in a process that algo includes the campaign period, ballot counting, adjud,lcat_non
of complaints and acceptance of results. While observers did report.some
irregularities they did not report incidents that were systemic election abuses.

However, during the campaign period sighificant probiems combined to create a very
unéven playing field that made it difficult for the opposition to compete. These
imcluded the following:
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The Law on Parfiamentary Elections, which was adapted. on Novemiber
17,-2011,and estatlished a mixed electoral system - half of the deputies being
elécted under a dosed-list proporhonal systém and the other half selected
through individual mandates in‘a majoritarian system —was a returri ta the
systern last used in 2002 when international observers reported significant
fraud. While saveral countries in the region have successtully instituted similar
electoral systems, the Venice Commission s:rong}y criticized the law for ‘aver-
politicizing the electoral process. In addition, this i is the fourth glection system
utilized by Ukraine-since independence, and was implemented to maximize a
political advantage for the ruling party. _

The government increased préssure on indepsndent media. The
independent television station ATN was ciosed in Sepiember 2011 and in April
2012, the tax.authorities, a body increasingly used as a téal of government to
exert prassure on the media, began to target TVi and this past simmer opened
a eriminal case against the station's owner.

The Ukrainian government has also started to more closely monitor and
regulate activities of domestic civil society organizations. Taxauthorities have
targeted independent civil.society organizations with criminal cases.and in-one
case the Association of Ukrainian Banks came under pressure from the tax
authorities to cease its work.

Political parties and candidates have suffered intimidation. and
investigation by tax authorities and security forces that reduced their ability to
cormipate in the elections.

Key epposition figures — including Yulia Tymoshenko, former Prime -
Minister and head of the united opposition ~ were prevented from participating
in the elections, due to their incarceration stemming from politically motivated
charges against them for acts undertaken by the previous administration.

A woman casts her baiflot.

The lottery system - outlined in the. November 2011 election law. — meant
the composition of election commigsions was uneven, and major parties were at
times excluded from membership in polling stations commissions. [RI
observers aiso ndted what appeared to be pseudo parties thdt may have been
created with the sole purpose of allowing: the ruling party to dominate

membership of commigsions. Asa resuit, the.composition of precinct election

commissions suffered from a lack of representation of legitimate political parties
competing in these elections.

Today, the CEC indicated that it would riot rélease election results by polling station
protocol totals. This is-a majorfailure in the administration of elections and the lack of
trarisparency will undermine public .confiderce in the electoral procéss.

Ukraine had made good pragress.in the admiristration of elections-and ensuring a

. level playing field.in its-most recent presidential election and the last two parliamentary
elections. The problems in the campaign period and on Election Day are particularly
troubling, as they mdtcate that Ukraine has not progressed in the way that it should
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and has nat advanced as far as other former Soviet Repubiics, including Georgia,
which just saw its first-peaceiul transfer of powar from dhe demacratically elected
governrent to another.

IRI delegates from Cyprus, Lithuania and the United States observed vating and ballot
counting at palling stations in Cherkasy, Chernihiv, Crimea, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetgk,
Kharkiv, Kyiv, Lutsk, Lviv, Mykolayev, Odesa and Zhytomyr.

IRI's delegation was led by U.S. Congressman David Dreier (CA-26) and Jim Kolbe
farmer U.S. Congressman (AZ-8) and a Senior Transatlantic Fellow for the German
Marshall Fund of the United States, both of whorn serve on IRI's Board of
Directors. Other delegates were:

Ballots beirig counted.  Rina Amiri, farfiér Senior Advisor on Afghanistan for
the Office of the Special Represertative to Afghanistan and Pakistan at the U.S.
State Department;

Gahl Hodges Burt, Vice Chairman of the American Academy in
Berlin and-a member of IRI's Board of Directors;

Nadia Diuk, Vice President of Programs for Africa, Europe, Eurasta, Latin
America and the Caribbean at the National Endowmerit for Democracy;

Rich Galen, pdlitical consultant;

Mindaugas Jurkynias of Lithuania, Associate Professor af thelnstitute of
International Relations and Political Science of Vilnius Umvers:ty,

Michael V. Kostiw, former Republican Staft Director of the Senate
Commitiee on Armed Services and a memtbrer of IRI's Board of Directors;

Constance Berry Newman, member of IRI's Board of Directors, former
Assistant Secretary of State for Afri¢an Affairs and formerU.S. Agency for
international Development:Assistant Administrator for Africa;

Bill R. Phillips, former Deputy Mayor of Naghville, Tennesses;

Kostas Sasmatzoglou of Cyprus, Spokesman and Head of the Press.and
Communication Department of the European People’s Party; and

Brad Smith, Chief of Staff to U.S. Congressman David Dreier.

IR staff also served as observers and assisted in the mission. [Rl.staff were led

by Judy Van Rest, Executive Vice President of IR!, andStephen B. Nix, Regional
Director of IRI's Eurasia division.

Prior ta the election, délegates were briefed by representatives from the U.S.
Embassy, political party representatives and Ukrainian ¢lection officials. They were
alsq briefed on the rights and responsibilities of international observers and Ukrainian
elecjion law.

Since 1983, IR has monitored rmore than 150 elections in more than 46 countries,
including Ukraine's 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006 and.2007 parliamentary e!ectlons and the
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1999, 2004 and 2010 presidential elections.
$HH:
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Statement of the. EAEO Observation Mission in Ukraine
(Parliamentary elections, Sunday, 28 October 2012)

“Ukraine’s parliamentary elections broadly in line with democratic
standards, according to international observers”

As members of the official delegation of the European Academy for Elections
Observation, 58 parliamentarians and experts from 14 European countries,
observed the October 28" Elections.

Some 36 members of the delegation are serving MPs or Senators, with a further
10 former members of parliament. Many of our observers have significant
experience of elections observation as members and former members of
organizations such as the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, ihe
European Pariiament, the OSCE-Parliamentary Assembly, the NATO-Assembly,
and the WEU-Assembly.

Some 28 of our observers were members of the European People’s Party (EPP),
6 from the Socialist Group (SOC), 6 from Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for
Europe (ALDE), 4 from the European Democrat Group (EDG), 4 from Unified
European Left Group (UEL), and 8 technical experts.

Muost international observers arrived last week. Therefore we cannot comment
on the campaign priorto the efections. On election day, observers were deployed
in 28 constifliencies, observing election and counting proceedings in mare than
300 polling stations in Kiev City, Kiev Region, Odessa, Lvov, Dnepropetrovsk,
Lugansk, Poltava, Vinnitsa and Khmaelnitsky.

The country was calm during election day, with only isolated instances of minor
technical organizational problems. In some instances we observed overcrowded
poiling stations, which reflects genuine interest of the voters, but also indicates
that in future elections this technical issue should be tackied. No systemic
abuses were reported.

Access to the polling Statiohs was free and without limitations. However, access
for older and disabled people was sometimes too difficult. It is encouraging to
note that so many local observers were present in all polling stations.

There were no significant problems with the identification of voters, suggesting
that the work of the Central Election Commission had strengthened the voter
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fifes. There were enough ballots and the vote was secret.

We welcome the presence of webcams allowing online real-time monitoring of
the elections in almost all poliing stations, and archived footage of the vote
counts.

The PECs appeared to be properly staffed and the volunteers well-trained.

The voting procedures were carried out in a professional and well organized
manner, helping to make these elections broadly in line with international
standards. Therefore we can qualify proceedings on election day as free and fair.

The vote counts we witnessed were open and transparent, with opposition party
members. and slection chservers given corréct access and oversight.

The implementation of the new Electoral Reform Law voted by the Verkhovna
Rada (Parliament) was an encouraging sign, especially since it was approved by
both opposition and government members of parliament. We. encourage the
country to continue to strengthen democratic institutions on the European model,
through constructive dialogue between the opposition and the ruling parties, and
to further comply with OSCE and Council of Europe resolutions and
commitments, in close cooperation with the Vénice Commission.

Resuming, from our standpoint, this election gualifies as a good election, not
perfect but clearly acceptable and broadly in ling with international standards.

- Thierry MARIANI, MP, France, Head of the E.A.E.O. Obsérvation Mission

Staterent approved unanimously by all present participants of the E.A.E.O.-
mission an Sunday October 28" &t 23.30h in Kyiv.
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Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Kostyantyn Gryshchenko: Elec
underlined Ukraine’'s commitn
democracy and the West

BY UKRAINIAN FOREIGN MINESTER KQSTYANTYN GR\‘SHCHENKO-TM’Z‘TH? 03:00 PM EST

Justin...
Protesters marchifi July () swares
4th parade-after GOP
rep skips
BLOG BRIEFING ROOM
- ™™ 315 AGD
o _ KIEV —Ukraine just completed parliamentary elections that, while
FCC'nameés new chief imperfect, were credible, free and comipetitive. They fully reflected the
economist

TECHNOLOGY — 3M 375 AGQ

will of the Ukrainian peopls,

Now Ukraine’s parliament must work to further our démocracy and usher

A crisis of cynicism: The in needed reforms — work that will include fistening to voices that are
US cannot became a critical of our political progress.
do-nothing country

CONTRIBUTORS — 4M 398 AGQ

Those voices haven't been shy.

On the eve of our Oct..28 national parliamentary elections,.a number of

Dem challenging Paul e ner > 117
Ryan raises $430K in world feader; made statements questioning the health of Ukraine's
campaign's first 12 days demaocracy. As soon as the polls had closed, and in the days afterward,

CAMPAIGN — TM 5956 AGO

more concerns-were voiced.

But let fe offer a few facts that suggest the dire prédictions about our

Interior chief: New - -

offshore drilling funds elections were premature and overly negative.

should pay for parks . . e . .

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT First, an important facet of any democracy is openness, and Ukraine

— 16M 275 AGO actually asked for international scrutiny. The government invited in
election observers, and by Election Day, there were nearly 4,000 on the

Gender pay gap for ground, in addition.to tens of thousands of domestic observers. No matter

White House staff how one ultimately felt about the campaign and how it was waged, ane

triples under Trump
BLOG BRIEFING ROOM

cannot suggest that Ukraine shrank from tough, honest scrutiny.

Meanwhile, voters and members of Ukrainian political parties could file

- 23M 125 AGO

complaints against perceived election abuses, and international election
CFPB protects assessments faund that the authorities processed those complaints in a
Americans from timely way, Cases were often won by the complainants.
predatory loan sharks

CONTRIBUTORS — 24M 3BS AGOD

Second, everyone agrees that we had a calm and orderly Election Day.
The voting process and vote counting were well-organized with only

Anne Frank Center calls minor problems, and was “assessed positively” by the Organization for
GD_P lawmaker's Security and Cooperation in Europe in no fewer than 96 percent of the
Auschwitz video a poiling stations-it observed. And the 34,000 webcams installed in our

‘global disgrace' '

HOUSE — 32M 418 AGOD

VIEW ALL

precincts showed no systemic violations.
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Results from 90 percent of precincts were reported within 24 hours,
Importantly, the proportional vote results announced for the national
parties corresponded directly with pre-election and exit-polling data, as
well as the parallel vote tabulation done by the opposition. Save for a
handful of districts that will see a re-vote, we can say with certainty that
the choice a citizen made in the voting booth was the choice that was
recorded. ’

Retated News by Finally, election assessments have concluded that the contest was
competitive. Monitoring of TV news reports in the immediate run-up to
the vote showed that opposition parties received more than 85 percent of
the coverage, though concerns have heeh expressed about a dearth of
reporting over the entirety of the election period. Print media coverage of
the government was often highly critical, and our Internet and.social
media has remained uncensored and among the freest in the world,

Tapper: So how is
Mlanja'-s... The election’s results reflected an electorate that had real ¢hoices in front
: of it. The opposition parties were elected ta over 40 percent of the
national party list seats and will be well-represénted in the new
parliament.

All this is'niot to suggest that the parliamentary elections weére flawless. No

CNN's Acosta: Sean election is. The problems that have been uncovered in five of the first-

Haninity 'needs a hug' past-the-post districts, for example, are unaceeptable, and the results are

2 A R beingthrown out. Still, we're talking about roughly 10,000 votes out of 21
- million cast.

This government is prepared and willing to respond to constructive
criticism, and:as a young democracy, we recognize that there’s more work
to do to strengthen the entirety of the election progcess. But | absolutely
belisve, alongside many international ocbservers who saw the vote
firsthand, that the reality turned out to be much better than some of the
negative predictions,

US-backed forces
breach wall around...

Election by election, Ukraine is becoming a mare serious democracy; its
ingtitutions are growing stronger. That trajectory is clear.

Jrumj We are a strang partner for the United States and.Europe, with a clear
attack on Brzezinski is.. commitrment to the NATO parinership and 2 desire 1o become a full
member of the European Union.

That's not going to change,

Kaostyantyn Gryshchenko is forer‘gn minister of Ukraine. -
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Justin...
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ObamaCatre's birth
control mandate
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TEGHNOLOGY — 80 225 AGO
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CONTRIBUTQRS — QM‘ 245 AGO

Dem challenging Paul
Ryan raises $430K in
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— 27TM 575 AGO
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Special envoy Aleksander
Kwasniewski: Ukraine’s geopo
value to Europe and the Unitec
States

BY SPECIAL ENVOY ALEKSANDER KWASNIEWSKT - 03/04/13 02:00 PM ESY

1 SHARES ¥ j SHARE (1)

On the one hand, and significantly, Ukraine agreed at a European Union
summit held just a week ago in Brussels that.it wants.to deepen-trade and
political ties. Ukfdine is already a strong partner of NATO and has
cantributed troops-and military personnel to missions in Iraqr Afghanistan,
the Bajkans, the Middle.East and Africa.

On the other hand, Ukraine is facing serious economic challenges as it
liberalizes and reforms, none greater than the cost of buying gas from
Russia, where it is locked into a 10-year deal that features the highest
prices of any European buyer.

Together with Pat Cox, former president of the European Parliament, as a
special envoy for European Parliament, [ am trying to find commion
ground and compramises in the Tymoshenko case, and to.push for
progréss on judicial reforms that will bring Ukraine more in line with
values shared by the U.S. and EU, including changes that provide
important new rights to defendants and measures to strengthen the
impartiality of the judiciary. '

My message here in Washington and in Europe is that the West needs
Ukraine, and Ukraine needs the West — in economic, politieal and military
terms.

Against the backdrop of a resurgent Russia and Moscow's efforts to
reconstruct at least the spirit of a superpower through the fledgling
Customs Union, Ukraine is of great geapolitical importance to Europe,

Although not a member, it is a de facto part of the security urmbrella
provided by NATO.

In fact, if managed carefully, relations between Furope and Ukraine can
benefit the West on areas as wide-ranging as defense and energy security,

Ukraine is a critically important energy transit route for Russian gas to
much of Europe. It also has its own as-yvet-undeveloped shale gas
reserves, which Chevron and Shel| are beginning to explore,
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US-backed forces
breach wall around...

Greta Van Susteren parts
ways with MSNBC

White House aide: "The
fake news complex is...

In fact, Ukraine is in a crugial phase in its development as a post-Soviet
democracy, a partner of NATO, and a market for U.S, and European trade
and investment.

As such, Ukraine can be & source of stability and security in the region, a
non-NATQ nation that nevertheless cooperates with NATO and provides a
counterweight to growing Russian regional power. It'represents an
enormous opportunity for Europe’s security that should niot be
squandered.

Ukraine is a natural buffer with Russia, and its willingness to work with
NATQ not only-helps enhance NATO's security umbrella over the continent
but-also reassures Russia that NATO's expansion does not threaten
Moscow. Its ability to act as a bridge between Russia and the European
Union also enables cooperation between the two, especially in areas
where their interests overlap.

Coaperation between NATO and Ukraine therefore makes the.balance of
peace in the area easier to maintain.

At the same time, we must understand that Ukraine has deep traditional
and historical ties with its neighbdr. For it to prasper, for this nation of 47
million to-reach its potential, it must maintain a productive, mutually
beneficial relationship with Russia.

To be clear, Ukraine is not without its faults. The judicial and legal systems
are in-need of much reform in order to come inte line with Western norms.
The electoral system, while showing improvement as a resuit of hipartisan
reform, still needs.further changes. As a special envoy to Ukraine for the
European Parliament, | am deeply aware of these shortcomings and
committed to helping Kylv overcome them. That includes finding a
pasitive resolution to the detentions of Tymoshenko and former Minister
Yuri Lutsenko.

Yet for all of that, Ukraine’s importance is undeniable. We.should make
sure Ukraine enjays deeper European integration and cooperation with
the United States and Europe on energy security and defense. it should be
a priority shared on both sides of the Atlantic.

The author is the former president of Poland and a special envay to Ukraine
for the European Parliament.
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ALEKSANDER KWASNIEWSKI

-
P RS T U S M . HE

March 4, 2013

The Honorable Eliot Engel
2161 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 205158

Dear Congressman,

Lam truly sorry that [ was unable to see vou during my visit 1 the United States last week.
My tlight originating from a connecting city was cancetled in Furope and it delaved my trip until
the following day.

’\«tv intent was to vaise and discuss importamt issues regarding the future of the European
Union. among others. and the current situation in Ukraine where | currently serve as a special
envoy on behalf of the European Parliament,

Recemly. the EU and Ukraine held a successful summit in which the parties atfirmed their
commitments to. the integration of Ukraine into the EU. We ure expecting Ukraine 1o meet the tinad
criteria discussed at the Summit. which is necessary to finalize the signing of the Association
Agreement later this vear. We see no reason why-this should aot occur as scheduled.

This is an important time for the EU and Ukraine, and it will also impact the United Staes,
The country is under considerable pressure from neighboring Russia. largely driven by the high gas
prices levied against Ukraine. There is no doubt that Ukraine should align with the EU and mv
efforts as co-chair of European Parliament monitoring mission on Human Rights cases - Yulia
Tymoshenko and Yuriy Lutsenko. will work 10 ensure the successiul inclusion of Ukraine as one of
our neighbors.

It is my sincere hope that we will be able 10 meat during my next visit to the United Staes
within the next few months so we may discuss these and other important maters. | look forward 1o
seeing you on my next visit.

Sincerely.

Jotijauedie U4 jtsgus
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March 4. 2013

The Honorable Ed Royce
2170 Rayburnp House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman,

I am truly sorry that T was unable to sev vou during my visit to the United States last week.
My flight originating from a connecting city was cancelled in Europe and it detaved my trip until
the following day, :

My intent was to raise and discuss important issues regarding the tuture 1 the Furopean
Union. among othets. and the current situation in Ukraine where | currently serve as a special
envey on behalf of the European Parliament.

Recently. the £U and Ukraine held a successful summit in which the parttes affirmed their
commutments to the integration of Ukraine into the EU. We are expecting Ukraine o meet the final
criteria discussed at the Summit. which is necessary to finalize the signing of the Association
Agreement later this year. We see no reason why this should not occur as scheduled.

This is an important time for the FU and Ukraine, and it will also impact the United States.
The country is under considerable pressure from neighboring Russia, largely driven by the high pas
prices levied against Ukraine. There s no doubt that Ukraine should align with the EU and my
efforts as co-chair of European Parliament monitoring mission on Human Rights cases - Yudia
Tymoshenko and Yurty Lutsenko. will work to ensure the successful inclusion of tikeaine as one of
our neighbars,

It is my sincere hope that we will be able to meet during my next visit 1o the United States
within the next few months so we may discuss these and other important matters. 1 look forward to
seeing you oft my next visit.

Sincerely.

AWW ‘(/U’a'i'u"\’”?w“
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March 4. 2013

The Honorable Dana Rohrabacher
2300 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman,

1 am truly sorry that | was unable to see vou during my visit to the United States last week.
My flight originating from a connecting city was cancelled in Turope and it delaved my utp until
the following day.

My intent was 10 raise and discuss important issues regarding the future of the European
Union. among others, and the current situation in Ukraine where 1 currently serve as a special
envoy on behalf of the European Parliament.

Recently. the EU and Ukraine held a successtul summit in which the parties affirmed their
commitments (o the integration of Ukraine into the ELJ. We are expecting Ukraine 0 meet the {inal
criteria discussed at the Summit, which is necessary to finalize the signing of the Association
Agreement later-this year. We see no reason why this should not occur as scheduled.

This is an important time for the EU and Ukraine, and it will also impact the United States,
The country is under considerable pressure from neighboring Russia. largely driven by the high gas
prices levied againgt Ukraine. There is no doubt that Ukraine should align with the EL} and my
efforts as co-chair of European Parliament monitoring mission on Human Righis cases - Yulia
Tymoshenko and Yuriy Lutsenko. will work to ensure the successtul tnclusion of Ukraine as one ot
our neighbors.

It is my sincere hope that we will be able 1o -meet during my next visit to the United Statex
within the next few months so we may discuss these and other important matters. | look forward to

seeing vou on my next visit.

]
Sincerely.,

Astugossaes 10kt
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The Honorable Christopher Murphy
SD-B40A Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 205140

Dear Senator,

I am truly sorry that | was unable to see you during my visit to the United States last week.
My flight originating from a connecting ¢ity was cancelled in Furope and it delaved my trip until
the following day.

My intent was to raise and discuss important issués regarding the tuture of the European
Union. among others. and the current situation in Ukraine where | currently serve as a special
envoy on behalf of the uropean Parliament.

Recently. the EU and Ukraine held a suecessful summit in which the parties aftirmed their
commitments to the integration of Ukraine into the EL. We are expecting Ukraine to meet the {nal
criteria discussed at the Summil. which is necessary o finalize the sigming of the Association
Agreement later this year. We see no reason why this should not occur as scheduled.

This is an important time for the ELS and Ukrine. and it will also impact the United Suates.
The country is under considerable pressure from neighboring Russia. largely driven by the high pas
prices levied against Ukraine. There is no doubt that Uikraine should align with the EU und my
efforts as co-chair of European Parliament monitoring mission on Human Rights cuses ~ Yulia
Tymoshenko and Yuriy Lutsenko. will work to ensure the successtul inclusion of Ukraine as one of
our neighbors.

It is my sincere hope that we will be able to meet during my next visit to the United States
within the next few months so we may discuss these and other important maners. | look forward 1o
seeing YOu oft my next visit,

Sincerely,

Atsssgasca Visieiny
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March 4, 2013

The Honorable Anthony Blinken

Principal Deputy Natioaal Security Advisor
Office of the White House

1680 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W,
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Sir.

1 am truly sorry that | was unable 1o see vou during my visit 1o the United States last week.
My flight originating from a connecting city was cancelled in Furope and it delayved ny wip untit
the following day. ' :

My intent was to raisc and discuss important issues regarding the {uture of the European
Union. among others, and the current situation in Ukraine where | currently serve as a special
envoy on behalf of the European Parliament.

Recently. the EU and Ukraine held a successful summit in which the parties aftinned their
commitments to the integration ot Ukraine into the EU. We are expecting Ukraine to meet the final
criteria discussed at the Summit. which is necessary o finalize the signing of the Associarion
Agreement later this vear. We see no reason why-this should not oceur as scheduled.

This is an important time for the EU and Ukraine, and it will also impact the United States,
The counitry is under considerable pressure from neighboring Russia. largely driven by the high gas
prices levied against Ukraine. There is no doubt that tkroine should align with the BEU and my
efforts as co-chair of European Parliament monitoring mission on Human Rights cases — Yulia
Tymoshenko and Yuriv Lutsenko. will work to ensure the successtul inclusion of Ukraine as one of
our neighbors. ‘

It is my sincere hope that we will be able to meet during my next visit to the United States
within the next few months so we may discuss these and other important matters, [ look torward o
seeging vou on my next visit,

Sincerelv,
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EU should welcome Ukraine as a partner for Europe’'s own
good |

Ukraine Is important to Europe.as a-source of economic growth and. energy security, as well as a bridge to Russia. Western
interests and values are best served by engaging Ukratne as a solid EGropean partner.

By Romano Prodi *~ | APRIL 2, 2013

Bologna, Italy

For all the troubling news from Eurdpe -~ etonomic unecertainty and
political instability — conditions were much more threatening:after:
World War I1, Duting that anxieus era, the United States and other

Western democracies responded not by pulling back but by reaching out

to former adversaries and valnerable allies with economic assistance and

international alliances that contributed to stable democracies, Virali Kiieschio, chair of Ukraing's oppositon party Udar,
) B B L attends a rally in front of the parhament hudding in Kiev
prosperouis ecotiomies, and a lasting peace. April 2. Several thousand cemenstrators rallied to

demand a mayotal electian and to complain that the city
was slow to chzan up after last month's blizzard, Op-ad
contributor Remane Prodi, laly's former prime minister,
writes: A partnerstup with Ukramna offers the EU new

pragmatic and courageous decision.in the tradition of the policies that markels.' (Sergei Chuzavkow/AP)

Now, the Western nations have the opportunity to make another

provided for postwar peace and prosperity. Ukrainian leaders recently concluded talks with the European Union about
moving forward toward an EU Association Agreement (a treaty between an EU and non-EU country). The agreement

would expand trade and travel and pave the way for closer Ukrainian intégratio’ri with'the EU.

Having overseen the addition of eight Central and Eastern European nations in 2004 — the largest single enlargement of
the EU = I remember that at the time some expressed concerns about these countries on the basis of their post-Soviet
legal regimies, their economies, and their cultures. Some of these recently admitted EU members were in'a worse position

than Ukraine is in now.

Yet today these natiéns, including formet SGviét bloc countries, are vital and well-established members of the E¥J.
Especially during difficalt economic times, some EU-members may be tempted by authoritarianism. For instance,
Hungary has adopted a constitution and additional laws that endanger the free press and the independent judiciary. But

EU mefnbership serves to restrain siti-demoeratic impulses.
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Similarly, Ukrajne is important to Europe as a source of economic growth and energy secutlty, as well as a bridge to
Russia. On the economic front, Ukraine’s 46 million citizens are highly educated, including expert software engineers,
skilled industrial: workers whio power the country’s commercial export industries, and capable farmers whose worlcallows

thie nation to be the breadbasket of Europe.

Indeed, Ukraine's inférmation and high-tech industries can help continie Europe’s transformation into the knowledge
ceriter.of the world. With continied economic progress, 4 partnership with Ukrairie offers the EU new markets and new’

investment oppertunities, as well as new workers,

Maoreover, energy seciirity is another advantage that Ukraine offers Westérh nations, Ukraine has the third-largest shale
gas deposits in Eurepe = 42 million cubic feet of technically recoverable reserves that are cuirently being developed by
Shell and Chevron. This is an environmentally friendly energy scurce not only for Eurepe but also for an entire planiet

whose popmlation will continue to grow through the middle of this century.

As it leaviis behind the legacy of Soviet-style comnunisi, Ukraine can serve as asource of inspiration to its nieighbors and
nations throughout the world for how a country can move forward to free-market democracy and the rule of law,

Ukrainians demand dembocracy, free speech, and a free press, in line with European traditions.

Bringing Ukrainian laws and norms in accordance with those of the-EU will help to achieve symbolic and gubstantive
progress for democracy regionally and worldwide. It is of economie, political, and geostrategic importance to Europe and

the US that Ukraine comes under the Eiropean umbrella of shared values and free trade.

While Ukraine is not a member-of NATO, it hias proven a reliable partuer. So bringing Ukraing éloser to the EU is also
positive in terms of Western seeurity interests, especially since recent polling shows Ukrainians are canght between
clashing lovalties to the West and the East and closely divided on whether to joii the EUJ or the Russian-sponscred *

Castoms Union.

Indeed, Ukraine is perfectly positioned to become a geopolitical and econoinic bridge between Europe and Russia, In
many ways, Kiev was the original ¢radle of Russia, and Ukraine still has strong ties to Russia int terins of heritage, faith,
eylture, and language. In fact, alongside its Ukrainian population, Ukraine boasts 1 large, Russian=speaking population,
with fah‘zilial and cultural connections to Russia. But Ukraine wants to align itself with Europe and with European values,

and Western nations should embrace this opportunity before we lose it.

Make no mistake: Western interests and values are best served by engaging Ukraine as a solid European partner. This is a

serious geopolitical epportunity for Europe and the US. We should make the most.of it.

Romano Prodi is a former prime minister'of Italy (1096-1998 and 2006-2008). He also served as president of the

European Commission from 1999 to 2004.
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NATO and Ukraine: Unlikely Team in Piracy
Fight

By: Aaron Willschick

March 28, 2013 4:55 AM - Updated: March 28, 2013 10:21 AM

When it comes to maritime security,
piracy has become one of the most
prevalent issues for NATQ to deal
with. In considering which nations are
most involved in combating maritime
piracy, Ukraine is probably not the first
name that comes to mind. As it turns
out, this non-NATO, non-EU Eastern

European nation is heavily involved in
. . , S the fight against piracy at sea. Ukraine
Ukrainian Defense Minister Pavio Lebedev and NATO

_ has even become a valuable ally to
Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen,

. , , NATO in anti-piracy campaigns,
February 22, 2013. Atlantic Councif Photo

something not exactly expected from a
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nation so closely aligned with Russia on the geopolitical map.
Impact of Piracy on Ukraine

At the end of last month, NATO announced that Ukraine would actively take part in NATO's
anti-piracy operation in the Indian Ocean. Kiev has agreed to offer a frigate and a helicopter
in the second half of 2013 for Operation Ocean Shield, the mission designed to deter and
disrupt pirate attacks in the Gulf of Aden and the Horn of Africa. While it is not readily
apparent, the impact of piracy on Ukraine is very real and a significant security concern for
the former Soviet nation. From 2008 to mid-2012, over 140 Ukrainian sailors were victims of
piracy, many of whom suffered brutal torture and abuse at the hands of their captors. Of
today’s global security chailenges, piracy may have the most disproportionately large impact
on Ukraine. Even though Ukraine’s merchant fleet is relatively small at 1.8% of the world
total, the country has somewhere between 80, 000 and 100, 000 merchant sailors at sea, or
8-10 percent of the world's total. It also supports over twenty higher education
establishments that train seafarers, and Ukraine is the third Iargést contributor of

commercial crews in the world, second to Russia and the Philippines.

When taking into account demographics, Ukraine arguably has the world's greatest
conéentration of merchant sailors in its workforce and thus, the greatest exposure as a
country to the human cost of piracy. In addition, the Ukrainian economy also bears
substantial costs. With 2, 782 km of coastline, one of the world’s best navigable river
systems and considerable maritime trade, Ukraine’'s economy is very dependent on its
waterways. Piracy directly affects a large amount of the country’s maritime exports, which
transit through the Suez Canal and into the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the Indian
Qcean. With such a large share of its goods exposed to piracy, Ukraine bears a
disproportionate share of the estimated $7-12 billion annual cost of piracy to the world
economy. With such high risks, insurance costs and protective measures add over $300,000
to the cost of each trip. For ships that reroute around Africa, the cost is $1-10 miillion per trip,
not to mention additional travei time. These costs are made up for with increased
transportation fees that cuts into profits for Ukraine exporters, shippers and producers and

raises prices for purchasers, ultimately lowering the demand for Ukrainian products.

Counteracting the Costs of Piracy
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Because of its lack of international presence, the only way that Ukraine can effectively
combat the costs of piracy on its citizens and economy is through multinational cooperation.
This is why Ukraine has hecome increasingly involved in a partnership with NATO. The first
cooperation on maritime piracy occurred in October 2005 when Ukraine called to requests
NATO’s assistance in responding to the capture by Somali pirates of the Ukrainian-owned
vessel MV Panagia. Since then, the partnership has grown to the point that Ukraine's Navy
has deployed ships for extended operations with NATO’s Operation Active Endeavour in the
Mediterranean on five separate occasions. Last summer Kiev and Brussels announced that
Ukraine would join Operation Ocean Shield with the direct contribution of a ship-based

helicopter and a group of navai Special Forces.

Further illustrating its commitment to countér-piracy, Ukraine co-hosted Sea Breeze 2011,
the Black Sea’s largest annual multinational naval exercise, with the United States in
Cdessa. In response to common threats facing the world today, the exercise was dedicated
to counter-piracy training operations, evacuation procedures and search and seizure
training. Sea Breeze 2011 was also designed to improve regional stability in the Black Sea
and strengthen maritime partnerships. Exercises such as these have helped to heighten
Ukraine's intemational profile and increase its credibility with western nations.

A Step to the West?

Some have interpreted Ukraine's efforts against maritime piracy as an indication that the
former Soviet state is serious about joining the West's security framework. Not only has it
become a close maritime partner of NATO, but Ukraine has also been active in the
European Union's anti-piracy campaign, Operation Atalanta. Ukraine’s work against
maritime piracy is admirable and should be applauded. it also could act as a good starting
point for the country to join NATO in the future and ultimately distancing itself from Russia.
However, it is important to keep in mind that Ukraine is a nation that still faces many
obstacles in its quest to join Western institutions. While recently praising the country for its
work against piracy, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen wamed |
Ukraine that it must further commit to respecting democracy and the rule of law.
Counteracting piracy is one thing; building and respecting democracy is another. Despite
some progress, Ukraine still has a long way to go beyond maritime operations if it wishes to

be taken more seriously by the West and gain acceptance into Western institutions.

A version of the commentary was published with The Atlantic Council of Canada.
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EU should welcome Ukraine as a partner for Europe's own
- good

Ukraine is tmportant to Europe as a source of economic growth and energy security, as well as a bridge to Russia. Western
interests and values are best served by engaging Ukraine as a solid. European partner.

By Romario Prodi - | APRIL 2, 2013

Bologna, Ttaly

For all the troubling news from Europe — economic-uncertainty and
political instability.- conditions were much more threatening after
World Wir I1. During that anxiqus era, the United States and other
Western democracies responded not by pulling back’but by reaching out

to former adversaries and vialnerablé atlies with economic assistarice and

international alliances that contributed to stable democracies, vitali Klitschice, chair of Ukraing's opposicon party Udar,
. A attends a rally in front of the parhament building i Kiev
prosperous economies, and a lasting peace, April 2. Several thousand demonstrators rallied Lo

demand a mayot al election and to compltain that the city
was slow to clean up after fast montn's lizzard, Op-ed
conuibutor Romano Prodi, ltaty's former prime minister,
writes: "A partnership with Ukraine offers the EU new

Naw, the Westerh nations have the oppotimity to make another
pragmatic and courageous decision in the tradition of the policies that markels.! (Sergei Chuzavkow/aP)

provided for postwar peace and prosperity. Ukrainian leaders recently. concluded talks with the European Union about
moving forward toward an EU Assodiation Agreement (a tréaty between an EU atd non-EU country). The dgreement

wauld expand trade and travel and pave the way for closer Ukrainian integration with the EU,

Having overseen the addition of eight Centtal and Eastern European nations in 2004 —the largest single enlargement of
the EU —I remember that at the time some expressed concerns about these countries on the basis of théir post-Soviet
legal regimes, their economies, and their cultures.-Some of these recently admitted EU memnbers were in & worse position

than Ulraine is in now.

Yet today these nations, including former Soviet bloc countries, are vital and well-established members of the EU.
Especially daring difficult economic times, sorie EU membets may be tempted by authoritarianisin. For instance,
Hungary has adopted a constitution and additional laws.that endanger the free press and the independent judiciary. But

EU membership serves to restrain anti-democratic impulses.
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Similarly, Ukraine is important to Europe as a source of economic growth and energy security, as well as a bridge to
Russia. On the economic front, Ukraine’s 46 million citizens are highly educated, including expert software engineers,
skilled industrial workers who power the country’s commercial export industries, and capable farmers whose work allows

the nation to be the breadbasket of Furope.

Indeed, Ukraine’s information and high-tech industries can help continiie Europe’s transformation into the knowledge
center of the world. With continued economic progress; a partnership with Ukraine offers the EU new.markets and new

investment opportunities, as well as new workers,

Moreover, energy secutity is ahother advantage that Ukraifie offers Western natiofls. Ukraine has the third-largest shale
gas deposits in Europe.— 42 million cubic feet of technically recoverable reserves that are currently being developed by
Shell and Chevron. This is an environmentally friendly energy source not only for Europe but also for an entire planet

whose population will-continue to grow through the middle of this century.

As it leaves behind the legacy of Soviet-style communism, Ukraine can serve as a source of inspiration to its neighbors and
nations througheut the world for how a country can move forward te free-market democracy and the rale of law.

Ukrainians demand democracy, free speech, and a free press, in line with European traditions.

Bringing Ukrainian laws and norms in aceordance with those of the EU will help to achieve symbolic and substantive
progress for democracy regicnally and worldwide. It is of economic, political, and geostrategic importance to Europe and

the US that Ukraine comes under the European umbrella of shared values and free trade.

While Ukraine is not a member of NATQ, it has proven a reliable partmer. So bringing Ukraine closer to the EU is also
positive in terms of Western security interests, especially since recent polling shows Ukrainians are caught between
clashing loyalties to the West and the East and closely divided on whether to join the EU or the Russian-sponsored

Customs Union.

Indeed, Ukraine is perfectly positioned to becoine a geopolitical and economic bridge between Europe and Russia. In
many ways, Kiév was the original eradle of Russia, and Ukraine still has strong ties to Russia in terms of heritage, faith,
culture, and language. In fact, alongside its Ukrainian population, Ukraine boasts a large, Russian-speakiﬁg population,
with familial-and cultural connections to Russia. But Ukraine wants to align itself with Europe and with Etropean values,

and Western nations should embrace this opportunity before we lose it.

Make no mistake: Western ifiterests and values are best served by engaging Ukraine as a solid European partner, This.is a

serious geopolitical opportunity for Europe and the US. We should make the most of it.

Romano Prodi is a former prime minister of Italy (1996-1698 and 2006-2008). He also served as president.of the

European C'dnirrijssioﬁ Jfrom 1999 to 2004.
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NATO and Ukraine: Unlikely Team in Piracy Fight
United States Naval Institute

By Aaron WlﬂSl._".hJCk

March 28,2013

When it comes to maritime security, piracy has become one of the most prevatent issues for NATO
to deal with, In considering which nations are most involved in combating maritime piracy, Ukraine-
is probably not the first name that comes to mind. As it turns out, this non-NATQ, non-El Eastern
European nation is heavily involved in the fight against piracy at sea. Ukraine has even become a
valuable ally to NA’I"O in anti-piracy campaigns, something not exactly expected from a nation so
closely aligned with Russia on the geopelitical map.

linpact of Piracy on Ukraine

At the end of last month, NATO announced that Ukraine would actively take part in NATO's anti- -
piracy operation in the Indian Ocean. Kiev has agreed to offer a frigate and a hielicopter in the
second half of 2013 for Operation Ocean Shield, the mission designed to deter and disrupt pirate
attacks in the Gulf of Aden and the Horn of Africa. While it is not readily apparent, the impact of
piracy on Wkraine is very real and a significant security concern for the former Soviet nation. From
2008 to mid-2012, over 140 Ukrainian satlors were victims of piracy, many of whom suffered brutal
torture and abuse at the hands of their captors. Of today's global security challenges, piracy may
have the most dxsproporuonately large irapact on Ukraine. Even though Ukraine’s merchant fleet is
relatively small at 1.8% of the' world total, the country has somewhere between 80, 000 and 100,
000 merchant satlors at sea, or 8-10 percent of the world's total. it also supports over twenty higher
education establishments that train seafarers, and Ukraine is the third largest contributor of
commercial crews in the world, second to Russia and the Philippines.

When taking itito accoint demographics, Ukraine arguably has the world’s greatest concentration
of merchant sailors in its warkforce and thus, the greatest exposure as a country to the human cost
of piracy. In addition, the Ukrainian economy also bears substantial costs. With 2, 782 km of
coastline, one of the world's best navigable river systems and considerable maritime trade,
ifkraine’s economy is very dependernt on its waterways. Piracy directly affects alarge amount of the
country’s maritime exports, y wh1ch transit through the Suez Canal and into the- Red Sea, the Gulf of
Aden and the Indian Ocean. With such a Targe share of its goods exposed to piracy, Ukraine bearsa”
disproportionate share of the estimated $7-12 billion annual cost of piracy to the world economy.
With such high risks, insurance eosts and protective measures add over $300,000 to the cast of
each trip. For ships that reroute around Africa, the cost is $1-10 million per trip, not to mention
additional traveél time. These costs are made up for with increased transportation fees that cuts into
profits fer Ukraine exporters, shiippers and producers and raises prices fof piirchasers, Gltimately
lowering the demand for Ukrainian products,

Counteracting the Costs of Piracy
Because of its lack of international presence, the only way that Ukraine czn effectively combit the

costs of piracy on its citizens and economy is through multinational cooperation. This is why
Ukraine has become increasingly invalved in a partmership with NATQ. The first cooperation on
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respondmgto the.capture by Somali pxrates of the Ukrainian-owned vessel MV’ Pamgla. Since then,
the partnétship has grown to the point that Ukraine’s Navy has deployed Shlps for extended
operations with NATO's Operation Active Endeavour in the Mediterranean on five separate
occasions. Last summer Kiev and Brussels announced that Ukraine would join Operation Ocean
Shield with the direct contribution of a ship-hased helicopter and a group of naval Special Forces.

Further iflustrating its commitment to counter-piracy, Ukraine co-hosted Sea Breeze 2011, the
Black Sea's largest annual multinational naval exercise, with the United States in Odessa. In
resporise to commmon threats facing the world today, the exercise was dedicated to counter-piracy
training operations, evacuation procedures and search and seizure training. Sea Breeze 2011 was
also'designed to improve regional stability in the Black Sea and strengthen maritime partnerships.
Exerciges such as these have helped to heighten Ukraine’s international profile and increase its
credibility with western nations.

A Step to the West?

Some have interpreted Ukraine’s efforts against maritime piracy as an indication that the former
Soviet state is serious about joining the West's security framework. Not only has it become a close
_maritime partper of NATO, but Ukraine has also been active in the European Union's anti-piracy
campaign, Operation Atalanta, Ukraine’s work against maritime piracy is admirable and should be
applauded. It also could act as a good starting point for the country to join NATQ in the future and
ultimately distancing itself from Russia. However, it is important to keep in mind that Ukraifie isa
nation that still faces many obstacles in its quest to join Western institutions, While recently
praising the country for its work against piracy, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen
warned Ukraine that it must further commit ta respecting democracy and the rule of law.
Counteracmng piracy is one thing; building and respecting democracy is another. Despite some
progress, Ukrainhe still hasa leng way to go beyond marttime operations if it wishes to be taken
more seriously by the West and gain acceptance into'Western institutions.

Aversion ¢ f the commentary was published with The Atlantic Council cf Canada.
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Highlighting US-Ukraine Relations

The.US-Ukraine.Str Partnersh

The United States-Ukraine Charter on Strategic Partnership, which was signed in 2008 by Secretary of State
CondaleezZa Rice and Ministér of Foreign Affairs Valodyriyr Ogryzko, highlights the importaice of the US-
Ukraine bilateral relationship. It lays out a vision of enhanced cooperation in the areas of defense, security,
economics and trade, energy security, democracy, and cultural exchanges.

To fulfill ane of the key tenets of the charter, the United States and Ukrafrie established the Strateégic
Partnership Comemissian, which warks to enhance bitateral relations in the aforementioned areas. Through
the ongaing-wark-of the Commission, the United States and Ukraine continue their partnership on an array
of issues, including the following. .

Pi ng En Cooperation

Thie US is fundamentally committed to helping Ukraine achieve energy security and independence.
Ukraine is the twelfth-largest energy market in the world, exporting fts excess electricity to such couritries
as Russia, Slovakia, Romania, Poland, Maldova and Hungary, and is hame to Europe’s third-largest shale gas
reserves. The chlef area of US- Ukrame energy’ cnoperatlon and support is the. 2011 US Ukraine
Uncanventional Gas Memorandum of Understanding. This memorandum provides'a framework for mutual
codpération between our two govemments in the exchange of knowledge and expertise on the
characterization and assessment of uncanventional gas resources, -

The US-Ukraine Emergy Security Waorking Group: was created in 2009 under the auspices of the Strategic
Partnership Commission. The Energy-Security Working Group:serves as a forum that allows the United States
and Ukraine to-discuss energy policy and ways.in which both natidns can cooperate.

In 2012, Ukraire selected US companies Chevron Corp and ExxanMobil.for projects to explore. and develop
Ukrainian shale gas and gas fields, respectfully.

Strengthening Defense: rty.Co n

Ukraine has a proven track record of actively contributing to several NATO and international
peacekeeping missions. Ukraifie has be€n a NATO Partriership for Peace Member (PfP):since the program's
inception in 1994, “This program was initiated to address the recognized fact that the more politically and
militarily secure the ather nauons of Europe are, the mare. peaceful and secure the Euro-Atlantic region will
be. PP is recognized as a first step toward. full integration into the NATO.alliance.

In US-led conflicts, Ukraine contributed officers to the NATO Training Mission in Iraq and forces to the
International Security Assistance Force: (ISAF) mission in Afghanistan. Recently, Ukraine has been in
discussions with NATO to provide transit services for the withdrawal of ISAF forces from Afghanistan through
its territary. Furthermare, Ukraine has deployed more than-130 troops to KFOR, the NATO-led peacekeeping
force in Kosovo, and it has participated in NATO-led anti-piracy operations off Somalia. Indeed, it is
currently the only NATO partner country actively contributing te each.of the critical ongoing NATD ied
operations and missions.

Over the past th decades’ ukrame has contﬁbuted 0ver 34, 000 “blue he(mets to global peacekeepmg

Africa. During sessions of the US- Ukrame Strateglc Partnership COI'I‘ImtSSIOI'I the.Us and Ukraine have
underscared the importance of efforts by the international community to assure the provision of well-
trained and.deployable military untts for multilateral peacekeeping missions, includifig cancerted efforts to.
address chroni¢ gaps faced by UN peacekeepers.
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In February 2013, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Opérations, Hervé Ladsous, on behatf
of Secretary-General of the UN Ban Ki-moon, expressed his thanks to President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych

_ for Ukraine's decision to part1c1pate in the UN Operation 1n Repubhc of Céte d'ivoire (UNQCI) and cross-
torder transactions within the framewark of cooperation. between the UN Mission in Liberia (UNM!L) and
UNOCL.

Combatting Maritime Piracy

To combat piracy, Ukraine has become an active participant fn NATO and EU maritime operations.
Ukréinians are one of the mdst fréquent victifs of assaults by sea pirates, second only to the Filfpings. In
‘2011, six Ukrainians from the MV Blina spant 10 months in captivity after thelr ship was captured by Somali
pirates. Since 2008, 42.ships-with over 180.Ukrainan sailors have been victims of piracy. Many have:suffered
brutal torture-and abuse; at least two have been killed. Akthuugh Ukraine's merchant fleet is relatively
small — 900 vessels or 1.8'percent of the world total — the country has between 80,000 to 100,000 merchant
seamen, around 8'to 10 percent of the world’s total Supported by more than 20 higher education
estahhshments that train seafarers, Ukraine is the third»—largest «cantributar of commercial crews in the
world, second.only te Russia and the Philippines. When taking into account demographics, Ukraine arguably
has the world’s greatest-concentration of merchant sailars in its workforce and thus, the greatest exposure
as a country to the human cost of piracy.

Further illustrating its comemitment to counter-piracy, Ukraine ¢o-hosted Sea.Breeze 2011, the Black Sea’s
largest annual muttinational naval exercise, with the United States. In Jdly 2012, NATO announced that
Ukraine would join Operation Ocean Shield, and recently, in March 2013, NATO arrigunced that Ukraine
wauld actwely take part in, NATO’s antl piracy operation in the Indian.Ocean. Not clnly has it become-a close
maritime:partner of NATO, but Wkraine has aiso been active in the- European Union’s anti-piracy campaign,
Operation. Atianta. Exercises such as these have helped to heighten Ukraine’s international profite and
increase its credibility with western nations.

I April 2013, a report from The United States Naval Institute (USNi), based at the United States Naval
Academy in Annapolfs, Maryland, noted that Ukraine is “hieavily involved in the fight against piracy at sea”
and called Ukraine “a valuable-ally to NATO in anti-piracy’ campaigns.” USNI added that “Ukraine’s work
against maritime piracy.is-admirable and should be applauded.”

Supparting HIV/Al on ea

The HIV/AIDS epidemic in Ukraine is one of the fastest growing in the world. The US and Ukraine have
highlighted their intent to increase joint efforts against trafficking in persons and HIVIAIDS by signing a
bilateral Conperation Plan on Combating Human Trafficking and the Pan:nership Framewaork on' cooperation
in countering HIV/AIDS frem 2011 to 2015.
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PACE President welcomes liberation of Yuri
Lutsenko in Ukraine

[08/04/2013 -President]

Strasbdurg, 08.04.2013 — Jean-Claude Mignon, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Councll of .
Europe (PAEE), this morming welcomed the liberation by the Ukrainian autharities of farmer Interior Minister
Yuri Lutsenico.

‘1 warmly welcome the liberation of Mr Lutsenko. During my recent visit to Ukraine | had a long tailk with
President Yanikovich during which I-again expressed my position, and that of the Parfiamentary Assembly,
that the prcblem ‘of imprisoned former government meribers rigeded.to be swiftly resolved.

| am happy that this message was heard, and | hope that yesterday’s pardon is a clear sigh of a turnaround in
the Ukrainian authorities™ approach to d*ealmg with those cases cons;dered by PACE as arising from the
selective application of justlce

I now call on the authorities to rapidly find & solution, in line'with Council of Europe principles, to the
emblematic case. of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, and to reform the legal system so that such
cases do not recur.” .

Related news
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o 07/04/2017 | Prasident
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President ‘ 7
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Schulz welcomes release of Yuriy Lutsenko < s RBOEGE
[or Leril pr <7 Add lo Favarites

Press Relaase « Marsalils -0704-2012
Foreign Affairs - Human Rights

Cortmenting on the pardon granted by the President of Ukraine Vikigr Yanukovych to former interior Minister
Yuriy Lulsenko, the Prestdent of the European Parkament Martin Schulz sald:

" wish to deeply thank Presidents Cox and Kwasniewski for their afforts in securing the pardon and release of
Yuriy Lutsenko, Presidents Cox and Kwagniewski's commitment, under my tutelaga, have ansured that Yury
Lutsenka s a free man who can enjoy his first night in years with his fanily. | welcome Yury Lutsenka's pardan
and release as a posltive sign,

Fair and independent justice is needed in Ukraine and the release of Mr Lutsenko is a step in the right direction.
it follows an earfier refease af farmer Defence Minister Vaierly Ivashchanke last August. Our efforts to improve
the conditions and address the case of Yulla Tymoshenko wha is still held by Ukrainian authorilles continue

Note to editors:

After fourteen intensive missions to Hiraing, Prasidents Cox and Kwasniawski.will report back on 18 April 2013
to the Conference of Prasidants in Strasbourg on the prograss achieved.

For further information:
E surapar.president press@europarl.europa.eu

Richard Fregdman Armnin Wachimer Marcin Grajewski
Press Officer Spokesperson Prass Officer
El+sz408083238 [ +3249898 1550 +32 498 98 15 50

Ewropean Parliament / The President Prt  Lgalnoto  WaiAA-WCAG20  Europasn Padisment mobio)
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World Digest: 11 Afghan civilians are reported killed in NATO strike

The Washington Post
April 8, 2013 Monday, Suburban Edition

Copyright 2013 Washingtanpest.Newsweek Imtaractive Company, LLC dfb/a Washington Post Digital AH Righits Reserved

The Washington Post
washingtonpost.com
Distribution: Every Zone:

Section: A~-SECTION; Pg. A06

Length: 720 words

Body

afghanistan
11 civilidns reported killed in NATO strike

A NATO airstrike-killed 11 Afghan civilians, including 10 children, during a fierce weekend gun battle with Taliban miilitants
that also left one U.S. civilian adviser dead in eastern Afghanistan, Afghan officials said Sunday.

The U.8.-led coalition confirmed that airstikes Were. called in by international forces during the Afghan-led o;_:erati;on ina

remiste area of Konar province near the border with Pakistan. The coalition said it was aware of reports that civilians were

killed but had no immediate information about their deaths.

Afghan civilian casualties have been a major poifit of contention between international forces and the Afghan government,
prompting President Harnid Karzai this year to ban his troops from requesting coalition airstrikes.

Wasifullah Wasify, a government official ift Konar, said the airstrike Saturday targeted a house and killed 10 children and one
woman inside. He:also said:seven Taliban suspecis were killed inside the house.

The American adviser who died Was one of three U.S. civilians killed Saturday. The two others were killed in a siicide
bombing in southern Zabul provinee. :

- Associated Press
egypt
Oiie killed in clashes ontside cathedral

One person was killed and more-than 80 were wounded in clashes at St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Cathedral in central Cairo on
Sunday after a funeral service for four Egyptian Christians killed in religious violence, statc media said.
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The statc-run Middle East News Agency said 84 people were injured in fighting afier.a ceremony at the cathedral. ; which was
pelted with stones, petrol bombs and birdshot by 2 mob.,

Police fired tear gas to disperse the crowds, but the clashes continued iate into the evening.

The violenc‘e erupted aﬂe’r hundreds of an'gxfy Co‘pts-came to the fuheml senr‘ii:e:at St. Mark’s. Some shoutéd slogahs during the

Morsi, who is allied with the Islamist Muslim Brotherhood; condemned the violence, telling Coptic Orthiodox Pope Tawadros
IT in a telephone cal] that any attack on the cathedral "is like an attack on me personally,” the news agency reported.

After the church. service, young Christians started hurling rocks at police officers outside the cathedral. Some protesters,
thought to be Copts, smashed six privite cars and set two on fite, angering Muslims living in the area, who threw homemade
firecbombs and stones at them, a witness said.

- Reuters

Syria
Airstrike campaign kills.at least 20

After weeks of rebel gains in the south, Syria's government launched wndespread airstrikes-Sunday that targeted at least seven
cities or regions and killed at least 20, activists said.

The regime also wrged rebels to surrender their arms, wartiing in cellphone . text messages that the army is "coming to get you."
State TV said the primary goal of the airstrikes was to "recapture areas. taken by the terrorists,” the term the regime uses to refer
to the opposition fighters.

Rebels trying to topple President Bashar al-Assad have been making gains in recent weeks, especially in the south near the
border with Jordan. They have-seized military bases and towns in the strategically important region between Damiascus, the
capital, and the border with Jordan, about 100 miles away.

Last week, they looked poised to take over the arca along the Jordanian border, which could be used to stage an attack on
Damascus, Assad's seat of power.

- Associated Press

Explosions kill 4 in northwest Iraq: A trio of bombs exploded Sunday in the northem lraqi city of Mosul, kitling four sacunty
officers and wounding seven people, officials said. The viclence began with a car bomb that killed two scldiers and wounded
five, officials said. A second bomb placed under a vehicle, wounded two people Later, a roadsidé bomb killed a police officer
and a soldier.

/7
Ukraine's president pardons 2 Tymoshenko allies: A top ally of imprisoned former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko walked
free from jail Sunday after Ukraine's president pardened him and another ex-ministér, moving toward filfilling a key
demand on Kiev's path to.closer integration with the European Union. President Viktor Yanukovych signed a decree to pardon
former interior mindster Yuri Lutsenko and former environment minister Heorhiy Filipchuk,

- From news services

Load-Date:: April 8, 2013
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US e More Al gt gint Fracy - PIRACY * DAILY
CHINFO NEWS CLIPS

By Retired US Navy Rear Adm. Terry McKnight
When director Kathryn Bigelow accepted an Academy Award in US Navy Chlef of Inl‘ormalmn

|
{
2009 for her film,."The Hurt Locker,” depicting a US Army bomb- !
disposal team, she thanked “the women and men in the military [
who risk their lives on a daily basis in Iraq and Afghanistan and !
around the workd,” ,

Fast forward to a future awards ceremony: If Tom Hanks is

honored for his forthcoming film, “Captain Phillips,” about the ‘
hijacking of a US cargo vessel, will he thank the international effort
against maritime piracy, including some surprising atiles? !

Hanks' biopic can help Americans learn about the threats we face
and the allies we need. With Americans imperiled by bombings in
Boston, turmodl in the Middle East and nuclear blackmail on the
Korean Pemnsuia, maritime piracy also endangers our lives and
livelihoods. The international response to this threat helps
Americans appréciate which countries we can coynt on-in a crisis.

PirAcY < DAILY
BULLETIN

‘In the incident that inspired Hanks’ film, four years ago this April
Somali pirates seized a US-flagged cargo ship, the MV Maersk
Alabama, 240 nautical miles souatheast of the Somali port city of Eyl.
In the fast-paced events of April 8-12, 2009, although the crew T e
fought back bravely, the pirates captured Richard Phillips and held MARTTIME SECURITY
him on alifeboat. .

_

Meanwhile, the US Navy frigate Halyburton reached the Maersk Alabama. Then arviving with a Navy SEAL platoan, the
destroyer Bainbridge Killed the pirates and freed Phillips. Under armed guard, the Alabama was escarbed to its original
destination, theé port of Mpmbasa. Kenya.

Until only three days before the hijacking, [ had served as comimander of Task Force 151, a multinational naval unit
confronting piracy off the coast of Somalia,

1h September 2008, when-the Ukrainian-operated MV Faina was hijacked off the coast of Somalia, the cruiser Vella Gulf was
responsihle for protecting the crew and its cargo. The Faina was carrying a veritahle armory: 33 Soviet-built T-72 tanks, anti-
aircraft guns, rocket-propefled grenades, a multiple-launch rocket system and 182 rounds of ammunition,

Fortunately, after 133 days of intense negotiations, the Faina's cargo of weapeons was secured and her crew was safely released
from captivity.

The seizure of the Fama underscores the threat posed by piracy to US economic and national secunty interests, as well as the
impartance of mternational efforts to defend maritime navigation. Marmme piracy costs the world economy an estimated §7
hillion to §12 billion a year, while the United States and its allies spend $1.09 billion annually on military operations to protect
international shipping, and private companies pay ancther $1.65 billion to $2.06 billion for guards and security equipment.

The stakes include protecting the free flow of commerce an the high seas and preventing the proliferation of sophisticated
weapons to terrorist organizations in Somalia.

Piracy has declined since 2009. One of the most important reasons has been overwhehning support from more than 25
countries in the international maritime community, including forces ranging from Spanish P-3 maritime patrol aireraft to the
Swedish Navy's deployment with Operation Atalanta.

Addressing the Naval War Coltege in 2005, then-Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Michael Mullen unveiled a coalition strategy,
’ the farmation of 3 global fleet or *1,600-Ship Navy.” This vision for how coalition forces could defeata corfman enemy in the
maritime environment has been fulfilled in the fight against Somalipirates.
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One prime example of an unexpected but important aily in the fight against maritime piracy is Ukraine. Ukraine has been
active in Operation Atalanta, the EU naval force’s military action to prevent and combat acts of piracy.off the coast of Sematia.
On five nccasions, Ukralne's Navy has deployed ships for extended operations with NATD's Opération Active Agenda to
prevent the movement of terrarists or weapons of mass destruction in the Mediterranean Sea.

In addition, two years ago, Ukraine joined the 05 in co-hosting Sea Breeze 2011, the larpest annual multinational naval
exercise in the Black Sea. [n February, Ukraine announced it would take part in Operation Ocean Shield, NATO's anti-piracy
operation.

A major maritime nation with between 80,000 and 100,000 merchant sailars, Ukraine’s efforts against maritime piracy
demanstrate this former Soviet republic’s commitment to participating in the West's economic and security framework.

As the struggle to secure the seas reveals, the US and Western Furope need more partners. NATO and the EU should keep our
eyes, our minds, and our doors open to contributions from nations such as Ukraine,

Retired US Navy Rear Adm. Terry Mcj{l_:ightl way the first commander of the anti-piracy Combined Task Force 151. He

- is vice president of government relations at defense fiffh Cobhati. These views reflect only those of the author's,
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