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. ;In case you have not. yet seen thns - President Trump speke with Saudi Arabia’s King S Saiman yesterdav
- ‘to diseuss Syria and’ \'emen The;full White House read-out is' beiow aswellasa coupie artldes of

: Natably the ngdom pledgedxta support safe zones an-Sy nd Yémen. The two !eadars also discu:ssed
the lmnt Cornpfehensive Plan of Act:on and: addressmg ran actmtles in the: regien o
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A statement after the phone call said the two leaders agreed on the importance of strengthening joint
efforts to fight the spread of Islamic State militants.

“The president requestéd, and the King agreed, to support safe zones in Syria and Yemen, as well as
supporting other ideas to help the many refugees who are displaced by the ongoing conflicts," the
statement said.

The Saudi Press Agency, in an.initial. readout of the call, made no specific mention of safe zones, but'said
the two leaders had affirmed the "depth and durability of the strategic relationship” between the two
countries.

The age;icv later said "the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques had confirmed his support and backing:
for setting up safe Zones in Syria”, but did not mention Yemen, where a Saudi alliance is fighting against
the Iran-aligned Houthi group.

A senior Saud] source told Reuters the two leaders spoke for more than an hour by telephone and
agreed to step up counter-terrorism and military cooperation and enhance economic cooperation.

But the source had no word on whether the two leaders discussed Trump's order to put a four-month
hold on allowing refugees into the United States and temporarily ban travelers from Syria and six other
Muslim-majority countries. '

The:source said Saudi Arabia would enhance its participation in the U.S.-led coalition fighting to oust
Islamic State from its strongholds in Iraq and Syria.

The White House statement said the two leaders aiso agreed on the need to address "lran's destabilizing
regional activities.” SPA confirmed the report but made no specific mention of Iran.

Both countries share views about Iranian policies in the region, the Saudi source said, suggesting Trump
agreed with Riyadh's suspicion of what it sees as Tehran's growing inflience in the Arab world. Iran
denies it-meddles in Arab countries..

The White House statement said the two also discussed what it cailed an invitation from the king for
Trump "to lead a Middle East effort to defeat terrorism and to help build a new future, economically and
socially," for Saud! Arabia and the region.

The two also discussed the Muslim Brotherhood, the senior Saudi source said, adding in a reference to
the late al Qaeda leader, "it was mentioned that Osama bin Laden was recruited at an early stage" by
-the organization.

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates designated the Brotherhood a terrorist organization.
Riyadh fears the Brotherhood, whose Sunni Islamist doctrines challénge the Saudi principle of dynastic
rule, has tried to build support inside the kingdom since the Arab Spring revolutions.

U.S. officials and people close to Trump's transition team have said'a debate is'under way in the Trump

administration whether the United States should also declare the Brotherhood a terrorist organization
and subject it to U.S. sanctions.
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the ongoing conflicts,” the. Wh1te ‘House sald. The two Ieaders “agreed on the mportance of
strengthening joint efforts. to ﬁght the:spread of radu:at Islamic terrorism and-also’ on the ‘importance of

working jointly to address mallenges to regional peace and secuntv, including the conflicts in Syria and
Yemen,” it said. B .

Saudi Arabla is one of the U.S."s oldest allies in the Middle.East. Saudis and other Gulf Arabs criticized
‘forme’r President Barack'obama for not offering enough support.in the showdown with Iran.

'Tes were also strained: last year after the U.S. Congress paSSed a law that ailows victims of the Sept, 11
atvacks to sié the klngdom F:ft en Saud! ‘nationals’ tmk part ] the attacks on-New York and

Washington.

-Saudu ofﬁc:als, however, have welcomed Trump s elect:on ‘and 'praised his energy. policies as: wel! as his

choice of Rex Tﬁlerson the former chairman of Exxon Mobil Corp., as secretary of state: The. kingdom is

considering New York as-a possible venue for the share: sale of its oif giant Aramco, in What could be the
' .wcrld’s biggest mittal public: offeﬁng :

f”The Saur.ﬁs -welcomed his appomtment, Teneo's Hawes said "Tillerson is. soMmedng, Whio' has
"tremendous diplomatic experiencein. the region,” ' e saic

"He is:a known quantity. nght oW, 1'think
thisi is: gomg as well as Saudi pohcymakers could hdve hoped "

Bin Laden

Trump and the.Saudi king discussed ways to boost Ecohaniic tiés, which the senior Saudi person said

would incréase trade and. create pbs The call also tackled how the late al-Qaeda leader QOsama bin

Laden, aimed to destroy. the kmgdom s-ties with the U s. by recruitmg Saudisto Iaunch the 9-11 aftaths,

the person -said,.

'Trump tias ordefed a review of U.S strategv to combat lslam:c State fighters operatmg in. lraq and Syria.
1A & memo Saturday, Tromp: ordered the Joint Chiefs of Staﬁta develop a plan: w:thm 30 days to
‘elrmmate the terror group. .

ilt’s unclear how or whether- the strategv wauld devnate from the Qbaina; admlmstratlon sefforts, which
* has involvéd. deploymg U.S. spiecial forces; supplying and equipping local:armies, and building.a coalition . : -
 aircai Va_i'gn. Over the wéekenid, U5, sérvicéman was kii!ed In a ra!d agalnst al-Qaeda militants. ln e
' Yemen, ‘the first such Ioss since: Trump took offices: . - P N

' Thzs matenal is d:stnbuted by the Podesta Group on behalf of The Center for Stuches and' ‘Media Affdiis '
at. the Saudt Royal Court. Addmonal mfonnat!on ts auadabie at the Department ofJusnce, Washmgton, -
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Trump also spoke with Abu Dhabi Crown Prince S‘he_ikhMohamfried bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In what.

. appears to have been a reference to the Muslim Brotherhood, the Crown Prince was cited by UAE state

news agency WAM as saying "groups that raise fake: slogans and ideologies aim to hide their criminal
truth by spreading chaos and-destruction.” o

The White House said Trump had also "raised the rdea of supporting safe zones for the refugees

- displaced by the conflict j inthe: region, and-the Crown Prince agreed to support this initiative.”

) {Reporting'By Stéve Holland Tn Washington, Samta Nakhoui in Beirut and William Maclean'and Reem
Shamseddine in Dubai; Writing by Yara Bavoumv, Edltrng by Méredith Mazzilii)

L Trump____ggfis With.Gulf. A!lies Oﬂer Insigbt on Mtdeast Pnticv
er Glen Carey’ and Justm Sink :

: .;B!oomberg
) :,lanuary 29,2017

:::TWO days after MoVing: to block the entry of cmzens ‘ seven majonty Muslim countnes, Presrdent

. Donald Trumg's talks with twio Gulf Arab feadets contained no public merition of the ban. ‘The focus,

" Jiistead, was oh anti-terrorism efforts and confronting '3 mutual foe: Ifan;

- Trump spoke by phone on! Sunday with Saudi Arabla s i(lng Salman, whose colptry is home to Islam’s

‘ *-»heing Svria, Iraq, Sudan, "Somaila,'r_ Y

- hotiest shrines; as well as-Abi Dhabi Crown Prince! Sherkh Moharried bin Zayed. The call with the Saudi
. . ~Tndnarch lasted mo¥é thaidi hour, according 163, genior Saudi person who spoké:on condition of

- -anonymity. In addition to ﬁghtmg terrorism, they agreed to tackle Iran’s “destabilizing regional
activities;” the White House said.. N

" The remarks shed more light-on'Trump's. Middle fast pofcv by signaling he wants to improve ties with
the Sunni-ruled Guif Afab mpnarchies that félt shiinsigd by the U.S. under the Obama admiristration,

- which focused on clinching a, nuclear deal with Iran: The new U.S. president, however, stopped short of
_repeating his earlier vows to repeal the accord, saymg he agreed with the Saudi k:ng on “the: lmpnrtance
of rigorously enforcing® it; accordmg to'thé: Trump admin‘rstration

“If you are the: inoomlng uss: presndent you wul! ha‘ve S huge advantage with the Saudis and the Gulf
.. states -- just by not-being Obama,” Crispin Hawes; London-based managing difector at Tenéa
Ci Intelligence said ina phone mterview "The |mpressinn Trump gwes is that he sees polltrcal

uded in‘ the 90-dav immrgratton banﬂon Fnday, the others

B Safe Zones

‘Trump asked the two Ieaders to- help secure safe zones m conﬂ:ct areas in the region to support the
o displaced. King Salman aiso agreed to: back other rdeas to help the many refugees whio are displacéd by -
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