L ?-f‘ range of regsonal and bilateral issues.
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From Tara Chandra _

Sent:' Monday, }anuarv 30, 2017 2:21PM

Toi Tara Chandra <t chandira@podestagrou Com>
Subject: Saudi's King Salman Call with President Trump

.. In case you have not'yet:seen thiis - President Trump. spoke with Saudi Arabia’s King Salman yesterday
. tidiscuss Syria arid Yemen. The full White House réad-out is below as well as a couple. artlcles ‘of
interest.

- ‘Njotabiy,-t,hg Kihg‘dﬁm pledged to'support safé:zones in Syria and Yemen. The two leaders also discussed
thé:Joint Comprehensive Plan.of Action and addressing lran’s activities in the region.

PIeé_se let me know if you have any questions.

: Readout of the Pres:dent's Call with Ki ng Sal h\an bin: Abd Al-Aziz Al:Saud of-Saudi: Arahsa
The White: House"

Ofﬁce of the Press’ Secretary
January 29 2017

President Trump spoke toddy with Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abd Al-Aziz Al
Saud-of Saudi Arabia. The two leaders reaffirmed the longstanding friendship and strategic partnership
‘betweeén the United States.and-Saudi Arabia. They agreed on the importandce of strengthening joint
efforts to fight the spread of radical Islamic terrorism and also on the importance of working jointly to
,address chailenges to regional peace and security, indudlng the conflicts in Syria and Yemen. The
Présidentrequested and.the King agreed to support safe;zones in Syrla and Yemen, as well as supporting
other ideas to-help the many refugees who.are displaced by the ongaing conflicts. They als agreed on
the. importance of ngarousiy enforcing the Joint:Comprehensive Plan of Action with Iran and of
. addressing Iran’s destablllzing reglonat activities. The President voiced support for the Kingdom’s Visidn
" 2030 econoimic program. Both léaders éxpresséd-a desire 10, eéxplore additional:steps;to strengthen
. ‘bllateral economic’ and ‘energy cooperation. The two leadeérs: also. discussed an invitatioh from the King
for. President Trump to lead'a Middle; East effort to defeat terrorism and to help build a hew future,
ecanomlcally and: social!y, for theipeople of thé Kingdom:of Saudi Arabia.and the reglon “The President.
L and King Salman dosed by underscaring their personal commitrnent to continued cansultations ona’

i :Satﬂil kmmrees En cail w;th Trumg to sgggort Svria Yemen safe zomes: Wh;te House
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A statement after the phone call said the two leaders-agreed on the importance of strengthening joint
efforts to fight the spread of Islamic State militants,

"The president requested, and the King agreed, to support safe zones in Syria and Yemen, as well as
supporting other ideas to help the many refugees who are displaced by the ongoing conflicts,” the
statement said.

The Saudi Press Agency, in an initial readout of the call, made no specific mention of safe zones, but sald
the two leaders had affirmed the "depth and durability of the strategic relationship" between the two
countries.

The agency later sald "the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques had confirmed his support and backing
for setting Up safe zones in Syria", but did not mention Yémen, wheré a Saddi allidrice is fighting against
the Iran-aligned Houthi group.

A senior Saudi source told Reuters the two leaders spoke for more than an hour by telephone and

But the source had no word on whether the two leaders discussed Trump's order to put a four-month
hold on allowing refugees into the United States and temporarily ban travelers from Syria and six other
Muslim-majority countries.

The source said Saudi Arabia would enhance its participation in the U.S.-led coalition fighting to oust
Islamic State from its strongholds in Iraq and Syria.

The White House statement said the two leaders alsp agreied on the need to address "lran's destabilizing
regional activities." SPA confirmed the report but made no specific mention of iran.

Both countries share views about Iranian policies in the region, the Saudi source said, suggesting Trump

deniies it- meddies in Arab countries.

]’he White House statement said the two also discussed what it-called an invitation from the king for
Trump "to lead a'Middle East effort to defeat terrorism and to help build a new future, economically and
socially," for Saudi Arabia and the region.

The two also discussed the Muslim Brotherhood, the senior Saudi source said, adding in a reference to
the late al Qaeda leader, "it was mentioned that Osama bin Laden was recruited at an early stage” by
the organization.

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates designated the Brotherhood a terrorist organization.
Riyadh fears the Brotherhood, Whose Sunii ISlamist doctrinés chilienge the Saudi principle of dynastic.

rule, has tried to build support inside the kingdom since the Arab Spring revolutions.
U.S. officials and people close to Trump's transition team havesaid a debate is under way in the Trump

administration whether the United States should also declare the Brotherhood a terrorist organization
and subject it to U.S. sanctions.
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the:angoing conflicts,” the White House said. The two leaders “3greed on the importance. of
strengthening joint-efforts to fi fight the spread of radical Islamic terrorism and also on the importance of
working jointly to addréss challenges to regional peace and secunty, including the conflicts in Syria and
Yemen,” it said. .

Saudi Arabla is one of the U.S.'s oldest allies in the Middle East Saud!s and other Gulf Arabs criticized
former President Barack Obama for not: of'fermg ‘enough support in the showdown wlth iran

Ties were also stramed !ast year after the U.S: Congress passed alaw that allows victims of the Sept. 11
attacks to sue the: kmgdom thteen Saudi riationals took part in the attacks on New York'anhd

Washington.

Saudi officials, however,; have welcomed Trump's election and praised his energy policies as well as hls
‘choice-of Rex Tillerson, the former chairman of Exxon Mob:l Corp., as secretary of state. The kmgdom is
considering New York as a possubie venue for the share saleof its 6il giant Aramco, ifi What could be the
wotld"s biggest irfit"ral public offéfing:'

“The Saudis welcomed. his' appointment Teneo’s Hawes said. “‘mlerson i someone who has'
tremeéndous diplomatic éxparience’in the region, “ he'said. “He is a:Knawn quantity. Right now, I'think
thls is going as: well as' Saudi thcymak_ers could have hoped.” -~

T Bin Laden

, Trump ‘and the Saudiking djscussed ways to boast economic: t|es, which the senior Saudi person said
would increase trade and.create:jobs. The call also tackled h "w'the tate al-Qaeda Ieader, Osama bin
Laden, aimed to destroy the- kingdom s-ties with the U:S; by recrmtmg Sdudis to latinch the 9-11 attacks,
the person said. o

'Trump has ordered a rewew of U.S strategy to combat Islamic State ﬁghters operatmg |n lraq and Syria..

ehminate the terror group

s unclear how or whether: the stratégy would deviaté. from the Obama admmlstration 's efforts which
has mvolved deployitig U:S. specualuforces, supplymg amd equpmg Iocal;armues, and buuldmg a coahtlon

g Yemen, the first such !osshslnceTrump took office

‘ ‘rThzs matenal is dtsmbuted by the Podesta Group on behalf of The Center for Stud:es and Medza Affmrs '
at the Saudi Royal Court Addmonal mformatton is dudilable. at: the Department of Just:ce, Washington, -

DC..

S~ /i TARA CHANDRAVICE PRESIDENT IR
0 202.848.5216./C 202.531.1229 / W www. podestagroup com

e 1001 GStreet:Nw; Sunte 1000 Waest, Washington DC 20091 f ﬁ
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Trump also spoke. with.Abu; Dhabi Crown Prince Shelkh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In what

" - ‘appears to have'been a reference tothe Muslim Bmtherhood the Crown Prince was cited by UAE state

_— January 29 2317

mews agency WAM as saying “groups that raise fake slogans and.ideologies : alm to hide their criminal
truth by spreadlng chaos and destructxon "

"The White House said Trump had also 'raised the ldea of. supportlng safe zones- far the refugees
displaced by the. conﬂict m the region, and the Crown Prince agreed to.support t th:s initiative.”

(Reporting By: Steve Holland in Washington, Samla Nakhoul in Beirut-and William Maclean and Reem
‘Shamseddine in-Dubai; Writing by Yara Bav,o,um'y, Ed_c_ting_ by Meredith Mazzilli)

Trump's.Calls With Gulf Alligs Offér Insight on Midéast Policy
By Glen Carey and Justm Smk .
'B!omberg

Two days after moving: to block the entrv of ciftizen of.seven majority Muslim. c:ountries, President.
: .Danald Trump's talks mth two Gulf Arab leaders contained no public mentionof the ban. Thefocus,
Instéad, was-on anti-terrorlsm efforts and confrontmg a mutbal foe: Iran.

Trump spoke by phone on Sunday with Saudi Arabla s King Salman, whose country is home to Islam’s

hollest shrines, as weil as Abu Dhabi Crown Prince; Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed. The cafl with the Saudi

monarch lastéd more than an hour, according to a-senior Saudi person who spoké on condition 6f

- anonymity. In addition to ﬁghting terrorlsm they agreed to tackle Iran’s “destabilizing regional
activities,” the Whlte House sasd :

i 'The remarks shed mdre Igght an Trump’s Middle. Ea' ‘pol‘cy by signaling he. wants to improve tiés with
. the Surini-ruled Guif Afab migniarchies that felg shi uby‘ the U.S .under the: Gbama admmlsbratton,

‘which focused.on ci:nching a nuclear deat with. lran: The néw LS. president; however, stopped short of

‘ repeating his earlier vows- to repeal the. accard, saying. he_ agreed with the Saudi’ kmg on “the importance -
of rigorously enforcing” it ‘according to thé Trump admmistratlon , .

~"if you are thei :nwmmg U.S. president, vou wnll have a huge advantage wath the Saudls and. the Guif

N : y ‘géﬁca’pita: i§ Abi D“ha,b,i, are'Engaged In proxy.
:confrontatlons with Shlite-ruled lran In some uf the Mldcﬂe East s bluodiest confﬁcts The tsiamic

;safE—ZDnES:

‘Trump asked the two Ieaders 1o help secure safe zpnes in: conﬂlct areas in.the f regton 1o suppurt the
: -:displaced. ng Saiman afso agreed to.back other ;deas to help the many’ refugees who dre displaced by

" Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/30/2017 242:24BM.
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