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Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement 

A letter from Ireland 

a Chara, 

Friday, April 10th marks the anniversary of the signing of the Good Friday Agreement 

in 1998. Twenty-eight years on, and Ireland, North and South, has been transformed. 

The peace and progress that we now enjoy were by no means certain or guaranteed. 

It was not clear if the Agreement would pass referendums or if the institutions would 

be sustainable. 

In advance of referendums on the Agreement, the Sinn Féin leadership set about a 

series of discussions within the party. |, like many other Sinn Féin members, 

assessed the Agreement in terms of the potential to deliver Irish Unity in the future 

and to redress inequality and repression in the present. 

The Agreement included a pathway to Irish Unity through referendums in the North 

and the South. This was a huge challenge for us Irish Republicans who believed in a 

single all-island referendum. | had confidence that a new and united Ireland would be 

irresistible in a future referendum and that Sinn Féin's activism could overcome British 

and Unionist intransigence. 

The Agreement delivered prisoner releases, demilitarisation, a disbandment of the old 

police regime, equality measures, and power-sharing in Government. The 

referendums were passed in the North by 71% and in the South by 94%. The 

Agreement became the will of the people who shared the Island. 
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return to my previous job. 

Sinn Féin was committed to making it work and building towards Irish Unity. However, 

the Unionist parties were divided, and those in support were only tactically engaged; 

the British Government would never be impartial, and the Irish Government and the 

SDLP were more interested in managing partition than ending it. 

Here we are today, with peace embedded and the discussion on Irish Unity thriving. 

Sinn Féin are leading the Government in the North and the opposition in the South. 

The generation that grew up in peace is looking to secure a new and united Ireland. 

The SDLP now advocates for Unity. The Unionists no longer enjoy an absolute 

majority, remain divided, and refuse to acknowledge the change. The Irish 

Government, led by Micheal Martin, is still seeking to manage partition and maintain 

the status quo at the cost of the truly transformational potential of Irish Unity. 

The British continue to look after their own interests, and Brexit has diminished their 

international standing. A generation brought up in the Unionist community is now 

questioning whether their future lies in a recession-led, inward-looking Britain or ina 

prosperous, outward-facing united Ireland. 

Much has changed since the Agreement was signed. Progress is never a straight or 

smooth line. We have faced many frustrations and detours. One constant is that the 

US and Canada have always acted as guarantors of the Agreement. 

It is time to implement the promise of Irish Unity Referendums. Twenty-eight years on 

its time plan and prepare, have the discussion, and let the people decide. 

In 1998, Ireland was a beacon of hope that no conflict was intractable and that peace, 

justice, and equality could win out. Today, the world needs another good news story. 

To secure and win Unity Referendums would send a signal that centuries-old colonial 

and constitutional disputes can be fully resolved in a peaceful and democratic means. 

Have a great weekend. 

Is mise, 

Ciaran 

Ciaran Quinn is the Sinn Féin Representative to North America 
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Commemorations across the USA 

From San Francisco, CA to Springfield, MA, from Chicago, IL to Long Island, NY and 

many cities in between, Irish Republicans gathered to honor Ireland’s patriot dead at 

an Easter Commemoration this year. 

Cathy Bennett, Sinn Féin TD for Cavan/Monaghan, and Pa Daly, Sinn Féin TD for 

Kerry travelled to deliver commemoration speeches in cities all over the country. 

Thank you to all of the organizers, hosts, and activists who made it possible to gather 

with hundreds this Easter. 
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Read the latest issue of Eire Nua 

The new issue of Eire Nua is out! Read the latest news and analysis, hear from Sinn 

Féin leaders, and read Part 2 of their interview with Gerry Adams. It's free and you 

can get it right now - click the image below to read. 

https://mailchi.mp/friendsofsinnfein/make-it-10114192?e=[UNIQID] 5/13 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/21/2026 8:28:06 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/21/2026 8:28:06 AM 
5/17/26, 3:22 PM Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate v 

WESTMINSTER WILL NEVER ACT IN OUR INTERESTS PAGES 10-11 dole 
WOMEN SHAPING THE NEW IRELAND PAGES 23-24 Lil 
GERRY ADAMS INTERVIEW - PART TWO_ PAGES 30-34 With Pride 

EARRAIGH 
2026 SPRING 

EAGRAN ISSUE 12 

PREPARING 
FOR A NEW IRELAND 

Uachtaran Shinn Fein 
Mary LouMcDonald TD [|SEEPAGE2_ 

walt 
POE WES BL! 

https://mailchi.mp/friendsofsinnfein/make-it-10114192?e=[UNIQID] 6/13 

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/21/2026 8:28:06 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 05/21/2026 8:28:06 AM 
5/17/26, 3:22 PM Anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate v 

at awie arnrrery | te a ee ee ee ee OY WWEGrt Priwww 

Conway Walsh TD 

Join us for a conversation with Rose Conway-Walsh, Sinn Féin TD for Mayo and 

member of the Oireachtas Good Friday Agreement Committee. 

We will discuss the latest bill to come out of the committee in support of planning and 

preparing for Irish Unity, how Citizens Assemblies work, and more. You do not want to 

miss this one! It’s free and all are welcome - registration is limited. 

FRIENDS OF SINN FEIN 
IRISH UNITY EDUCATION WEBINAR SERIES 

ROSE CONWAY-WALSH TD 
Member Oireachtas Good Friday Agreement 

Committee 
SATURDAY, MAY 2 - 12:00 NOON ET 

— 
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Dig in, catch up, and get involved! 

Read previous editions in the Newsletter Archive. 

Watch videos, interviews, webinars and more on our YouTube Channel. 

Find and follow us on many social media platforms on our Linktree here. 

If you think a friend or a colleague would like to get this sent the their inbox for free 

every week, send them a link to our website and encourage them to sign up! 

Ireland must be strong on neutrality and 

strong on defence — Mary Lou McDonald 

TD 

Sinn Féin Leader Mary Lou McDonald TD has warned that Fianna Fail and Fine Gael 

are dismantling Irish neutrality piece by piece — in a context where the world has 

stood on the brink of a major war in the Middle East. 

She said “Neutrality is a strategic strength for Ireland. It allows Ireland to stand for 

peace, for diplomacy and for international law in an increasingly dangerous world. 

Ireland must be strong on neutrality — and strong on defence.” 

Launching Sinn Féin’s new policy document, Protecting Irish Neutrality, Deputy 

McDonald said the horrific scenes from Lebanon US-Israel-lran conflict has 

demonstrated how quickly global tensions can escalate. 

She said, “The horrific scenes in Lebanon in recent days have shocked the 

conscience of the world. It underlines once again that the Middle East, due to the 

actions of the US and Israel, stands on the brink of a much wider war. 

“At moments like this, Ireland must be absolutely clear — we are neutral, and we will 

not be dragged into anyone else’s war.” 
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NFODRACHTNAWEIREANN A CHOSAINT 
() Sinn Féin | 

Your Donation Counts! 
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Irish Political Party Sinn Féin. 

When you donate, you make it possible for us to offer events across the 

country, a weekly newsletter, video updates, webinars, visits from Sinn Féin 

members, news, & analysis. 

Every donation counts, and every donation makes our work possible. Make 

your donation monthly and make a difference! 

DONATE HERE 

FRIENDS OF SINN FEIN USA 

NEWS, 
ANALYSIS 
& EVENTS 
Your donation makes it all possible! 

Irish Unity Education Webinars 

Want to catch up on the latest analysis and research guiding the Irish Unity 

conversation? Watch an episode of our Irish Unity Education Webinar series. We 
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WATCH VIDEOS HERE 

Friends of Sinn Féin 

and 3 more links 
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Sian Fe 

Boost the signal! 

Click the image below to find videos, articles, and links to all of our social media 

platforms. Follow and share and help boost the signal! 
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Stay Connected 

Make sure you're following us on all our platforms! Weekly newsletter, 

YouTube videos, and articles from across the country shared every day. 
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Agents Registration Act as an agent of Sinn Féin. This material and the registration statement are on file 

and available for inspection at the Department of Justice and on their website www.fara.gov. Registration 

does not imply approval by the United States Government. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
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